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I t Ella Lorena Winniford Taylor, first saw the licht of day on July 23, 
1906 at exactly 8 o'clock In the morninfe. I was bcrn on the family farm 2j 
miles northwest of Cumby or old Bleok Jack ~rove settlement. T dft new In my 
30th y*ar of life experiences. I have been captioning old family photos 
and finding old diaries of long dead relatives so I deoided to write my own 
remembranoes that will somewhat parallel a few of the accounts by ny father- 
in-law George Washington Taylor; I am using the same old typewriter that he 
co-.^osed his long life history on* 

My discovery of America was directed by ay mother Margaret Lee Landtroop 
•finnlford Just after she had completed h*r morning chores, taking care of ay 
two older brothers John Horace and ^verette Dawson. I was a fat baby, welghin 
8 pounds. Doctor n °rt Cates was nearby; he was a boyhood friend of .*!iy father 
Robert Lee Vinniford. I met the family h«recl* ry t°st of being a true blue 
blooded .Unnlfard by having the "Knowledge Knot* or bump on the baok of my 
h*ad~ all our bloodline has that abuniance of cranium capacity as a blessed 
gift for being the chosen few by God. 

As was the custom of the tidies T was born at the homeplaoe n«ar old 
^leok Jack -rove, now nam*d Cumby. I was born on the same land wh*re my 
father Robert Lee Winniford had also been borne, "y f^th^r's randfather 
^rbane Alexander had headrighted our landgrant homestead aft^r arriving 
from Sprin^flrld, Illinois during the Republic of Texas days. Urbane 
Alexander first settled near Honeyrrove, Texas in 1840 wh*re he was a 
magistrate In I he Republic of Texas. But n oney -rove was a place full of 
hornets in the ground near persimmon °roves so tryinr- to plow fields thusly 
disturbed thebees to sting horses end man. Thus, great-grandfather Hrbene 
Alexander and his wife Mary Drennan Alexander with their four living children 
moved along the frontier trails on the old S anlsh Tings Highway th«*t went 
through old Black Jack i^rove which later In 1895 according to my dad was 
renamed Cunjby for old Colonel Cumby. The old Black Jack Grove settlement 
was designated as a camp rround In 1688 as a shelter un^r dozens of hure 
31ack Jack Oak trees f~r the Span! ah king's patrols through New Spain, Texas. 
The Spanish patrols camped th*re regularly from 1688 till 1821; then, the 
Mexican rebellion of a new gov"rr;~*nt established a more permanent road along 
the old Spanish trails or traces. T^e trail cr traces of roadways through 
Black Jack Grove became the road to Jefferson from Dallas County. Vany 
saloons prospered under the Black Jack Grove of huge tr»es as a white man's 
settlement or homeplace along the trail through thA^Texas wilderness. 

Hjf great-grandfather *rbane Alexander f olY*Urth* established trail to 
the protective settlement of *nglos since wild Indians sULJ^ reamed around. 
At first, a section of land was headrighted South of pr^Pj^day Cumby hut the 
sandy sell did not please the Alexander family **o wonted bl ick waxy loamy 
land similar to b«ck in Illinois. Consequently, a half section or 320 acres 
was tl»n headrighted northwest of Black Joo* nrove. Urbane Alexander died 
the next H year of a wound suffered in his side r-sulting from a fall off a 
hay wagon onto a hayhook; his side injury n;ver heal* I so "rbene *1«J** 
died in 1853. His wife Mary B WMM Alexander died the following JJS* ftPO^ a 
fever. The four children had to rear themselves; *et*ccah Jane Alexander was 
the eld -st born in 1836 to raise Thomas, John and Sarah--cne rther slater 
Jan* had died on the iiy to this frontier and thus burled s«*.rj In *J 
p^irie grass; an unmarked grave on the vast prairie was where li'tle baby 
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Jane Alexander lay forever lost, Vlss rtnb<*c?ah Jan© Alexander known as 
Aunt Becky to all the later kin took chirre of liralities for the family; 
she n*v«r married, dylnr in July of 1923 and was torn in 1936 ac she lived 
a very Ions life to have been born furinr picn°*r tines. ! ?wever, *unt 
Becky only once mentioned that her beau or fiance was killed in the tor 
Between the States. This rr^at ^unt Pecky even rode through the Texas 
wild»rn»88 to register the landfrant title as th* heirs of Urbane Alexander* 
So Sem Houston sirn«d that document which is pr served in the Dallas Museum 
of a i story after several relatives were pulling over the old document in 
1923 as part cf h*r *stete; the parchment tore In half as the kinsmen quarreled 
and then ^ousln doctor n*v*rend Charles T. Alexander took the document to 
Dallas and donated to the museum there. Also, a formal notice was published 
in t h» newspaper ^ack in Sprinrfleld, Illinois; Urbane Alexander had served 
in the old "lackhewk Indian v«rs under a Captain Abe Lincoln who was also 
his friend since *ech attended their weddings but the name Urbane is spelled 
Urbin on papers in T lllnols rather than U r tane Alexander as on le^al papers 
here In Texas. Urbane Alexander's family hud a county in Illinois named for 
them; his uncle .Vllliam Alexander had returned South since originally belnr 
from Kentucky. Another namesake v/illiam Alexander fought in the Revolutionary 
'Afar and was from Scotland where he claimed a title of nobility. 

Another deep lasting family connection to Illinois continued as a deep 
tie for the Alexander ?lan; Urbane 1 s wife Very ^ennan had /Town up near 
3; rinrfield f Illinois; her sister Sarah Drennan Stevenson was the mother of 
Adlai Stevenson I who became vlce-pr°sldent of the U.S. in 1894. 

Young Adlai Stevenson I and Rebeccah Jane Alexander were born the same 
year and had played tog*th°r so their kindred friendship lasted a lifetime, 
^coaaional family visits continued for i^c^des. A loving esture of sentiment 
resulted in th« cousin Adlai Stevenaon I and John Alexander uslnr their 
carpentry skill to make 3 oherrywood boxes free th* mantlepiece of the Drennan 
homestead; the oxes are 12 Inches by 10 inches high and 8 inches deep or 
wide. The boxes were made prior to the Civil Var with dovetail perfection. 
Two cherrywood boxes were made :'or the two Alexander sisters beck in Texas 
and on* box for Sarah Drennan Stevenson. Vy T°at **unt ^"oky was called 
RtffcMMk Jan* to keep alive the memory of the dead slst-r burled someplace 
on the prairie. 

When the Civil War clouds be^an, gre^t Aunt H«beccah ^ane nlexander 
sent a five dollar Confederate bill to President elect Abraham Lincoln as a 
reminder that some of his friends were living in the land of the rr*at 
rebellion, *fy preet Aunt *"oky also placed a five dollar Conf^'^rate bill 
in h«r old cherry *ood box; we still ha v* the worn rrlefhed Confederate bill. 
~ e Alexander family in Texas however fourht in the Confederacy Corpany K 
because th*lr beliefs were in states rights not a federalism of any kind. 

*v*ryone in our family kept close ties with *ach oth*r, even all the 
branch water kin was welcome as kissing cousins could ever be. TT ncle Thomas 
Al«xand*r had married Vertha 3 n ith of Smith Priaire landed holding, north 
or th* Urbane Alexander land survey. Martha ^-nith Alexander's mother was 111- 
beth '.VI ml ford ~nlth; the Winniford family had 12 children snd had settled 
in frontier Dallas County; Sliz was the eldest so the youngest was George 
newson .Yinniford who often visited his sisters S-ilth family. On* day, *hen 
the v;inniford clan waa vlsitinr the Smith family so did younf Sarah Alexander 
visit her brother Tom Alexander when all th* branch water kin were present. 
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Thus, Sarah Alexander and George Dawson Vinnlford m-t officially and then 
narrled on J'arch 14, i860; their children were double kin as first and second 
cousins. Thomas and Martha Alexander's children were Jesse, Wlnr.le, Kyle, 
May and Josey and Billy or .llliam. Pllly Alexander was a plonker rneterologist 
all over the U.S. Billy Alexander retired at end of World War II and lived 
In Cumby in Jesse Alexander's house there; Billy married Vemie Clonts who was 
a big social help in raising and distribution charity funds in the millions 
of dollars in New York *lty with John D. Rockefeller, Junior— all this Is 
listed on h»r tombstone In the Cumby city ce^t-ry. However, she and Billy had 
planned to live out their lives In Cumby but they beeame a problem to their 
admiral son who moved them to San Diego, California :or him to look after; 
tney even moved their big tombstone to -allfornie with it being paoked Into 
a crate and placed in the ancient Buick roadster the old couple drove and 
then they were cremated in California. But Just last year In Fall cx* 1965 
the old tombstone suddenly reappeared In the old Alexander cemetery lot in 
Cumby; it was placed too near the Wlnnlford groves cf Sarah Alexander Wlnnlford 
and 0«or e DUM ftaoifore tad nc In I cat' or. Ml Mdi Of tlM MM* t Ion. -l.iy 
and Wa-ole had so wanted to live out their lives in Cumby after having bean 
on the toclal whirl of New York City— this selfish act by the Alexanders has 
made ny children Lynns Estelle and Robert pledge never to make me leave my 
home as lone as I have command of my mind. 

Anyway, the children of Tom and Martha Smith Alexander w-re double kin 
to the three children of Sarah Alexander Wlnnlford and Georce Dawson -.Vinnlford. 
Vy father Robert Lee .Vinnlford and his two brothers Horvell and Sam all tcw 
up together in the same community. , . ... 

My grandmother Sarah Alexander Wlnnlford lived on h«r own inherited 
land as always with h-r maiden sister Rebeccah Alexander; tne two sisters 
shared title to their land and the new husbsnd Just moved In; he had been a 
part of a big family so he was used to lots of folks around all the time. 
My granddaddv Gaorre Dawson .Vinnlford brought his persootf slave with him as 
part of his property but his new wife forbid having slaves e:.d did not let 
tt»e n-rro s-t foot on h-r land. The name of the estate had bean Urbane for 
h-r d«ed f*th-r, the marlstrsta during the Republic of Texas so s compromise 
wss made to name the homestead Wlnnlford .ay if he <-ave the slave baok to 
his fanlly still In Dallas County near Lancaster. The n«rro slave was thus 
returned to the Wlnnlford plantation n»er Lancaster, ^e Wlnnlford fa** 11 * 
of Dallas County was rloh snd fanous because the Vinnlford brothers orveiie, 
David and V. J. had organized a wagon train of 40 wagons of their friends 
to <ro to the famous California Gold kufh. And they had returned in style. 
Th- account wee pu 11 shed In the Lancaster Herald. I thus grew up realizing 
that our family was well thought of, with good MM. Also, V«Ml#lM 
Wlnnlford was proclaimed the finest violinist In Texas for JT-r 50 £«J8 * 
always lived on the place with great-aunt Pecky so the glory snd honor 
stered by everyone of the Wlnnifords at .Vinnlford .Vay. Our close knit family 
always lived three fenerations to the house. 

vy randmother .Vinnlford only had her husband for ten years; he JWIl 
1870 on August 22 and then my daddy was born September 6, 1870 and thus never 
saw his fatter; that peculiar fact made him a big attraction 
"ok babies wten I was a little girl; the Idea of a thrush doctor was 

SI in the minds of old tlmey folks when ttelr babies had i»ourabl« «1 lments 
b-cause lots of babies used to die before they were three JWT. OM J if • 
child Tade It through the third summer jf ^s young \£'J^\^*J*JS£* 
live to be healthy enough. Thua, the f^^*^ 1 !* Sf%iSaydld not bel lave 
for my daddy to exhale down d ^^tl^SSSt they did bel iave that 
a tt nd l %y 9 "fe%VT^uirnlt1«% h %L 0 m r Jhe «Ta? the^re perhaps working. St ill. 
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some folks believe that a child born Just after the death of one of the parents 
and thus never saw both parents la surely a ap«oiel bkessed child of God's. 
Anyway, al8o my father-in-law Georre 'teshington Taylor never saw his father 
or at least he was born the sane minute that hia dad died and so.ua say that 
his eyes oast upon the body ao he did not qualify as a thrush dootorlng .-nan. 
This thrush doctoring crould also apply to a woman whose parent died before 
she W9 born, too. 

,r y father hed his two Alexander uncles to help raise him b-oauae John 
Alexander lived Just serosa the weat field on the Urbane Alexander survey. 
Uncle Tom Alexander had sold his share to grandma and all his ohildren never 
forrave him for that selllnr of their heritage even though they lived on 
the old Smith land from that part of their family. T *r.cle John Alexander had 
a rreat talent as a carpenter and he had visited Springfield, Illinois and 
helped make the wooden boxes with Adlala Stevenson I who was his cousin. Uncle 
John married Texana Talliaf errerio; she had roots from Georgia with a county 
there named for her family. Tounf Charles T. Alexander was about the same 
age as my dad so they were constant companions like brothers and lived Just 
a half mile from *aoh other across the big open prairie field on the Urbane 
Alexander land survey; they lived in semi-frontier conditions as they loved 
to recite when all the family assembled for reunions on «v«ry holiday of the 
year until Yorld .*ar II. Great Uncle John Alexander was oloee to my dad as 
v.ell as close to my dead grandfather George Dawson Winniford; Uncle John feed 
gone off to v.ar from our plaoe to fight for the Confederacy in Company K aa 
the Confederate identicle markera in Cumby Cemetery Indicated for theaa two 
brothers-in-law; the Alexanders believed in states rifhts so the slave owning 
rich Winniford family was not resented. Tn fact, durlnr the Civil War my 
grandmother Sarah Alexander Ainniford was a gun runner connection for Norvelle 
rfinniford of Dallas County with a vflF, V.V.V. Taylor of Cherry v/ood plantation 
near Wlnnsboro, T*xas. My grandmaw thus had pl**fcxjtf money in gold coins 
from her war endeavera; the Winnifcrd and Taylorttfflc^a lonr tradition of 
knowin- and helping ^ech other that went buck tqf the early 1850 1 a when the 

ilnnlford brothers had returned from the -reat ^old Rush of California. The 
adventureaoae Wlnniforda hod stopped at the larre Cherry food Plantation 
because mutual slave owners helped eeoh other for sure and then whan the Civil 

•ar or Ver Between The Statea began the slave owners could trust ^aoh other, 
^hat is vtoy the Taylor family could be trusted to sell the guns that Norvelle 

• innlfard brought from * f onterrey t Mexico through Dallas County into ^ast Texas 
where sc nany folks were not Confederates. A lso f the tfinnifords and Baylors 
trusted e ich other to pay their agreed prices when the gold oolna got exchanged 
along with the sale cf some ootton. It was a good thing that my rrandmother 
had saved her '-old ooina becauae she was widowed in 1370 and had to rear her 
three sons. She burled her husband beside h«r own mother end father who had 
been the second people buried in the Cumby °emete r y. Th« H r time money 
efforts lasted till grandmaw 1 s death on April U 9 1915 at ^aeter (all our 
family die during big holidays so we don f t *nJoy oelebrating very much). 

Grand maw Sarah was called Aunt Sally by everyone kin to us and also by 
all the nelghbora. Orandmaw told frontier tales about wild Indians coming 
through her cabin such as the Caddo Indian tribe parading through her home 
when a baby died Just to see how white folks grieved and buried their dead. 
The baby was stillborn; grandmaw lost two children as babiea; the Indians Just 
quietly watched and grandma said she was too soared to resist; that *as in 
L861. 
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The Tn4ians had visited grandma* :nany times before. When her daddy and 
mother had died, another rroup hai sarohed around to view the habits of how 
white people perforin death rites anc that was bscJc In 1353 not far from wh*re 
the house now is. A tree belc* the house is sti/l bent from what the Indians 
used to "end saplings to show the route they used through the woods for 
others of their people to follow. That tree Is big and shaped like an S. 
The Indians seemed to look after the children who had to raise themselves in 
the woods. T.ots of hiokery nut trees grew that provided lota of food like 
pecan treea did, but the hickory trees j11 died in £est Texas because of a 
blight by 1910. 

Grendmaw also told about ;anthers in the woods below her cabin and near 
where our house now Is located. The anthers •clamed a lot so Willi 
was the usual things. Grandraaw wa«* a bl Irl/Wnd as a child wore an apron 
from which she fastened strings to the ears of dead rabbits to then drop as 
deoov food bait for the penttors to eat while she ran fast back to the log 
cabin. 3he killed the rabbits by throwing rooks to kill them and thus always 
have a reserve bounty Mther to eat in her own stew or of course to use as 
a deeoy food bait. 

"v grandmother also told afeomt h0* IB* Mftfctl fctpl I kftift Lfl h*r IMPM 
as protection f ron a 11 kinds of variments In th* tall grass of the prairie. 
Hure tr«es though bordered tlM prairie lands along the creeka; the Bourland- 
Drennan Creek was named for pt eat-grandmother f s ma!3en f&mlly — the Bourland 
faully lived near oreenville area now. *»y rreat-gr*ndmoth«r carried flower 
seeds from Illinois to plant in the yard of her new pioneer home; the blooming 
crow's feet flowers as we always called th« blossons still oome-up volunteeer 
at t h«hoa* place, '"•randnaw had a t- me deer that oame to graze her garden 
spot to eat th« tender vegetation; she one day threw a rotten twir that hit 
the long neck bone and Just killed the doe (that always amazed grandraaw and 
was a r^r^t to have killed an animal that did not really bother her rtian so 
mny var(7ri*nts did bad damage and always seemed to |St av/ay). Grandraaw 
laughed alot and always ^took time to talk to all h*r folks; she had to see 
to the cattle and be theVnan on the place or no living would have been made 
till my father was grown so her coa^nlon sister r ut-aunt B^cky ran the 
I ouse and did all the cooking most of the tine and even crianged th* diapers 
of my Jad vtiom she considered her own child almost; the other ohildren had 
been diapered and fed by my grandmaw as lonr, as her husband was alive but his 
a arly death from wounds reoeived in the Confederate war killed him when a 
summer fever came along. I was almost 9 years old tfien my rrundmaw .Vinnlford 
died in 1915 at Easter* I missed her a lot because she laughed a lot while 
Aunt Reb*ocah seldom grinned and was serious as a <U'i<*e, not at all alike 
to have been sisters who had always lived together; almost all the Alexanders 
were just like Aunt **oky and not muoh fun like grandmaw; although Charles 
T. Alexander did la i^h a lot, too. But my daddy said that he loved both his 
mother end Aunt D ecky the same because both had tended to hla earliest needs 
and had both taught him everything he knew with love so he felt the same deep 
love toward both. My daddy always kept the fireplace full of wood for Aunt 
^oky 'luring cold spells and also worked her land and put the profits in the 
n«w "angled bank as she called her savings account. My daddy also made sure 
• it kmt *ecky had cash in her purse and had new clothes to wear and thus 
not be too stingy or dowdy looking but any item that really cost 25 cents was 
still assumed to cost only 5 cents like in her much younger days when she 
hart rone to the stores to buy things (thus, my own -nether r*ad * ata J*«* *° ^ 
Sow the going price at thinrs th t she e»nt us to town to buy for because 
Ether did not Jant to be so unknowledg-able about costs and ric*s like old 
aunt P*cky vas; my mother b*oame e criple and did not go to town once every 
five years.). Life was very pleasant at the home place with huge yard and 
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twenty-two out buildings from the big house of eleven rooms; each room with 
an outside door onto a lonr thirty-foot porch or rall*ry because in case of 
fire ^aay access v/as provided. The old kitchen had been In a separate room 
building close to the back cistern. A front cistern also existed to catch 
water and the handmade bricks made the water taste very good in the back 
cistern so we used the front cistern far 31 ah water and general cleaning. 
The house was identlcle on every side and b^ck; It had three foot bo!s d'arc 
plllln.-s on the w«st side so the steamboat effect was pretty and the ohickens 
stayed under the house with the ice box havinr a hoi* with a funnel through 
a c ack in the flooring and then a big heavy metal pot for the ohidkens to 
drink the cool *eter as it dripped during the summer hot days; those chicken? 
lived the life of Riley with ice water to drink and the rooster und«r the 
house v/as the prett*st cock Of the walk with the b^st hens staying with him. 
A regular hWarohy or peoklng order existed there, with the bie horse tarn 
ohickens being the next important chickens. 

Our house was high off the ground to keep snakes and vaf^ents out. 
And the chickens would detect snakes and try to kill them, especially turkeys 
would go put-put and w^rn if anything unusual came along. When my daddy was 
a boy and the first ten years of my life, we had guineas by the dozens, and 
they could fly for a mllef and screach end even run through the spokes of a 
moving wagon or new fancied cars without being hurt. A guinea would warn 
better than a watch dog all day and all night when they saw anything that was 
not normal whether It was man, beast or fowl coming around the place. And 
guinea egfl>s were good to eat as were they. H-d to pressure cocker old guineas. 

Aunt B«cky liked all the old timey things better than newer things.' 
She liked the bugy b-tter than the new car daddy bought Just after World 
Var I. She deeded daddy the hone place lust before she died because a cousin 
coewnented up at the mailbox that ol* Bob »Vinnlford would not be settinr so 
pretty whsn his aunt died and all the property had to be divided equally 
among all the relatives; Sari Vales said thatfe he was the son of Ivey Alexander 
Males who was the daughter of John Alexander and Aunt Texana Tallifferreo 
Alexander and her brother was the Reverend Doctor Charles T. Alexander and 
a brother Henry. Anyway, Aunt p *cky Alexander heard the comment ^arl %'ales 
bra red sbout because the house was like an oracle tube that carried an echo 
from the lane into the parlor and bedchambers like an intercom system. But 
aunt Beoky Just deeded the parcel of land with the house and pesture so ell 
the other kin o»«e from miles like vultures to inherit their share of land 
and cash; they were so greedy that a tombstrne was not even put on her grave 
because they said tta t Bob tflnnlfard <-ot the mostso he should pay the oost 
of a marker* daddy put one up and it disappeared). H>ere would not hove been 
any money in the bank if daddy had not opened the account in the first piece 
and then been honest enough to deposit it there. Aunt Becky kept *he gold 
coins at hone; she still had a big stack left over from the gun runner 
connection with Norvelle Winniford from Dallas County. Aunt Becky died in 
July of 1923 from strangling to death on blood from havlnr a tooth pulled at 
are 89; all of us are free bleeders. 

Another aunt was always pr-sent s ^cially for meals at our big house. 
That as the widow of uncle John Alexander; she was the mother of Reverend 
Doctor Charles T. Alexander; she was almost desti tute. because h*r kids were 
ashamed of h«r for years and never came home to her plaoe after she sold to 
live in Cumby after John died. Pre. o her Charles Ale ander relented and rot 
forrieness and then everything was supposed t o be fine like all the heart 
break could be wiped av/ay; he broke his mother's heart and no amount of publio 
praying could heal ttet wound, no master what some redneck religions pr^che 
to assaug* the soul of sow bi> time churoh member. But I liked and loved 
the t»n Charles T. Alexander; he wbs fun like grandaiaw r»th*r than so *our 
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like almost all the Alexanders. Everybody in our family worked hard and 
went to church end all said they lov*d each other. Gossip was bad among 
all the cousins and those ?too were double kin felt superior to the others. 
My daddy Bob Wlnnlford or Uncle Bob as most folk? in the oommunlty celled 
daddy really loved Charles T. Alexander like a brother since they had been 
ohildren together and then Charles T # visited every holiday he could at the 
homeplaoe as a most welcome relative; his only son Paul married Vayr T ou 
Whitley vtfiose father was president of ^ast Texas Normal Coll* re at Commerce 

•it they r-ot a divorce In the 1930 f s and had no children. Paul later did 
remarry and had a rirl and a boy; seemed odd that he could have a Christian 
■arriage since he was divorced without cause of adultrey or death ee the 
scriptures so clearly stet» but pr*»chers hav» a way of twisting the word 
of God to help them and that Is *tiy pr^chers are not to be trusted as 
knewin? the word of God; must read far ourselves to know what God^ law is 
reallyseylnr so it is no wonder that preachers now tell folks how to vote. 
Charles T. Alexander was a popular pre?her at T .ast Grande Avenue Psptist 
Church In Dallas for d*c-des and he was president of the Baptist State 
Convention so our place was a rrande spot °nr visitors to come s^e the 
rr*at«st Baptist preacher in Texas. But we weren't too impressed with that 
aspect of Charles T. since most of the tfinnifords were Methodists and our 
family was Church of Christ and Unole Sam Wlnnlford was a Baptist though. 
We all pot along most of the time since everyone knew exactly what the others 
believed so was no need to discuss a moot question as Uncle Norve always said. 
But onoe Unole Sam Wlnnlford rot anrry at daddy over politico and religion 
all at the sa^e time so Uncle Sam hid in the trees and threw rocks at mjr 
daddy; I desp^sided Uncle Sam forevermore after that and knew that he was 
no good down deep but he did give the cherry wood boxes to my sister Lynna 
after Aunt Eecky died so he did oare about some of daddy 1 s children .Uncle 
Sam i/lnniford was proclaimed the finest violinist in Texas so he was big stuff 
away from home and did bring honor and glory to the '..'inniford name; we were 
all thus assumed to be literary and elegant since he played only rood music 



breakdown; did. 

Uncle Sam Wlnnlford married Mae Woodbridge Wlnnlford ; she took son 7rank to 
Houaton to r*ar thefr child while earning a living as a librarian in the 
public school system there. They never kept in touch ef r 1-avin^. Uncle 3am 
got his start In music by h ,-vinr the Wlnnlford band; all three brothers played 
instruaiente; daddy played the bass fiddle before he was a teenager even. And 
whan Norvelle Wlnnlford died in 1885, Sam Vflnnlford played violin at the 
funeral so attention was made by well known folks cf youn? Sam vfco by 1889 
had a ^ood reputation for plavlng the finest violin in Texas. Norvelle 
Wlnnlford had *one to the Gold Ru*h of California an<? took 40 varan loads of 

3 friends and then was a gun runner out of Monterrey, tfrftfexico with William 
Varsh Rice of Houston and then vas th* first reconstruction sheriff of Dallas 
County after the Civil Her so the Wlnofctprd family was Important In the big 
city and Uncle Sam made pood contactings a youth. T Tncle Sam played all over 
the country. Sam was bl - stuff at Hot Springe, Arkansas b*cau?e cf all the 
resort hotels and so many Texas people hired whole passen er train lodds to 
co to Hot Sprinrs; a train trip was a -rest thing since 1*90 till after 
World 7er II; folks could visit and talk while -alking around the aisles or 
down th* aisles to the pulman oars cr to the dining car. Food was high as 
all r*t out «vn for a sandwich but the elerant feeling of mating on a fast 
train Ml a thrill for adults even. Special deluxe cars were chartered from 
Dallas and other ^est Texas towns to Hot Springs; the baths were big things 
In th« r-sort hotels and all kinds of restaurants and entertainment In the 
edge of tto Ozark *o ntalns. Marshall would have a passen, *r car r-served 
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for their friends Just froti that tovti and lots of ^ast Texas towns had their 
own special reserved passenger oars; Congressmen Wright Patoan of Texarkana 
serried a lady from tflnnsboro so a car from there sometimes had the Represents 
lve on it, TTncle San knew all the polltlcans; he had gone to college at 
the old Mayo College In Commerce that was so named for the founder before the 
state bought the private achool and named It ^est Texas State at Commerce. 
Speaker of the House Sam Rayburn was a friend of Uncle Sena' I and Uncle Sam 
uata visit the white house in ashington, D.C. to play for the president; 
he played a lot for President Franklin D. Roosevelt. Uncle Sam had played 
for every president of the U.S. since 1890 1 s till 1950 f s. His second cousin 
Adlai Stevenson I in mid 1890 f s had him to play in the White House while he 
ma vice-president of the U.S. TTncle Sam was a celebrity and yet lived very 
simple. He taught violin to earn money and y«t n*v*r had muoh money to his 
name; most of the time my daddy pave him railroad fare to go places or paoked 
^ lunch. Vy mother cooked many a meal for him to take on a thousand mile 
trip as *ld most folks uack then take their own lunches places and did not 
feel poor cr lowly by hovlnr a lunch packed from home to eat in public, 
besides, we tfinnlf ordskae^ that no body was better than we were; we also 
knew that yftfr not mnfytif* as pood as we. And then we were all pood 
Christians v&o would n*v*r steal cr lie or hurt anyone Intentionally so we 
oould hold our hr>ad high all the time by being the best we could at nbatever 
we did. Uncle Sam was a credit to our family be-ond my grandmaw 1 s wildest 
dreams but she loved her folks equally iad never shewed pertiallty. 

1f y grandmother Winniford was surprised that s pl*oe in the wild -mess 
could become so Important so soon such as Sprinrfl*ld t Illinois ha* been a 
new oapitol governing town of Illinois to produce a vice president Adlai in 
1S94 and befar° that a pr sldent Lincoln and then her rolng to wilderness 
Texas at Pluok 7aok Grove or now Cumby. Put Blaok Jaok Orove had be*n m 
bustllnr place when she rot h^r* because It v«s a saloon stop on the way from 
Dallas County on the my to Jef'ereon pfcrt and thus being on the Spanish 
v lnp f s highway ha* made Blaok Jack Hrov* a busy place so it was odd that 
"ncle Sara rot oonneotlOM Lfl fchi Ml BOWI lorn DflMieroe at t le ?r ayo College 
there to meet 3ar. Ha "burn vfco became a politioan; old tlmey folks al.vays had 
friends tfio helped each other; no wne J^stv^nt off on a wild hair to a new 
place unless being pursued by the law ox /N 3flr jneay. The Alexander family had 
come to Texas with the St*v»naon l'amlly who came and a Stevenson preaohed 
the first protectant services in New Spain Texas near what Is now Vount 
Pleasant, Texas. The Spanlah required all newcomers to be Catholics and the 
prejudioe and bigotry was really bad back then so It is no wonder that so 
much animosity still exists between Mexicans and Anrloes; families do ini»ed 
tell their oral history and keep the old hurts alive; folks bury the hatchet 
so to sprak with the handle on old gripea Just barely showing so they <*et a 
handle on it all to have a big mad hurt all over a*ain. All quarrels between 
the raoes will nev°r pet solved because human nature wants to firht end show 
power over someone *lse and the racial Issues allow all the "Tittle Hitler" 
personalities to speak loudly with authority full of I * r own r acial pride 
to de^Jrother ethiklc groupa. *nd religion does not help stop this because 
pr*aohera use the Bible to Justify war and all kinds of atrocltiea; death from 
this world Is the only way to avoid racial alurs and hatred and even Ood has 
a hlnrachy of angels with cherubs and seraphs being low on the totem pole with 
the angels and archangels always being top dog so to s.eak.so a caste system 
exists everywhere. Well, my d I Teasing here is only *ien P JMMlbif old 
family quarrels over the years. 

Well, my grandmother Winniford led the ladies aid to put a stop to the 
brawling saloon stop in Blaok Jack Grove. The men spent all their money on 
drink and loose women and let the kids go hungry as everyone saw so grandmaw 
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organized a *roup of ladies to go with hatchets to break all the liquor bottles 
and ruin the front doors; they did a complete Job on half a dozen or so 
liquor places; they **ot arrested and went to court but rot off scott free. 
This was done three years before Carrie Nation did the sane thine and got 
national fame but then the word about this had been carried about by Uncle 
Sam Wlnnlford and hia politician friends as well as the Stevenson family 
cousins telling the story all over the country. This event was In the 
Dallas Times Herald newspaper a few y^srs ago; court records should have a 
mention of this to ltov* me rl-ht. I have lost the newspaper articles about 
all this. Vy d*ar baby sister Lucille *n joys destroy ing anything old; she 
feels so rood and clean to throw away ol* Jjdi^on r^ccria by the hundred in 
ditches oo the place, Lucille burns old betfs because the wood is cracked. 3he 
wants everything new; wants to burn the old homeplace because old houses are 
so ugly and hard to clean. I love her anyway but can't leave anything old 
or she will burn it in the name of cleaning up the place. I have also been 
known to polish all the old patina off metal lamps until my children informed 
me that is what makes the old places valuable so we went to antique shops to 
see and Luollle has burned a million dollars worth of things over the years. 
Lucille looks Just like my mother and thus Is a Land troop through and through. 
3he is as peouliar as all of them and would never speak to me if she knew that 
I had thought her burning things was bad. 

The Landtroops are curious or peculiar about not ev*r speaking again to 
someone when an^ry. Tfte Landtroops moved to Texas from Florence, Alabama In 
1389 to Black Jack Grove. Great grandmother ^dna H*rston Ellis fclks had 
settled Florence, Alabama in 1820 after her daddy fourht in the V/ar of 1812. 
She died In the late l?80 f s so the hard times of the south brought them to 
Texas; they sold their interest In the Sllls-Landtroop land to Henry Kills 
of Florence, Alabama so they had a | ood financial steak and went *i«eat. The 
^llis family already had cousins In Texas; the Sills Co;nty n^xt to Dallas 
County was named far relatives of the Alabaaaa Tills family; a Richard ^llis 
was already in Texas and doing well. The settlement of Florence, Alabama is 
told by Charley Gabe Butler and all our relatives who came. My mother Vargaret 
Lee Landtroop was called Maggie and came to ^laek Jack Grove In 1889 at age 
of 8 years; she and Matt Wilson Benton were young and were cousins; a bunch 
of *llis sisters married men *ho were friends in Florence, Alabama. Stewart 
Wilson and John Landtroop married sisters; *hey all -noved to Te-as toother 
when ^dns Herston ^llis died on the family place at Florence (Robert 2111a 
was a son of Henry *llls and Cousin Robert ^llis visited every year for decades 
when he went to the valley of Texas to harvest his citrus cro.s; he had lots 
of landed holdinffand was rich to look and act so poor). Anyway, Jim ^llls 
had tuberculous and was dying so the whole family noved west fcr his h*?lth 
after their mother died. But Grnt-rncle Jim 'Sills outlived all his own 
healthy brothers and sisters vtio went w^st for his health; they even s*ttled 
in Indian territory and he survived all that for such a siok man — h* was In 
business and thus had a sohool named for him as well as streets in towns. They 
moved to Black Jack Grove because it was «ell known as a settlement on the 
trade route to Jefferson even though Commerce was now bi ge P an a on iy io tiles 
to the north. Some Wilson klnfolk already lived around Cumby on some land. 
Stewart 7/ilson of Florence, Alabama was an enterprising man; his son Colins 
Alison had a son Weloum Wilson and then tfelcum Wilson HI* Is a big oilman from 
Oklahoma who giv*s blc parties in Houston sometimes. Lea ^J" Wilson Rawl*tte 
was the daa hter of Collns Wilson—Lera Jean Rawlette *as an attorney with 
her ather in Texarkana for years and now is never heard of, since the 1950 f s. 

The Landtroop family lived South of Cumby on sandy poor soil when my 
mother married daddy. But they had first lived on the Box land Just north 
of the Wlnnlford place; my mother *«s Just 9 years old when she looked Bob 
Wlnnlford In the face v*ry straight and pointed her finger to say," I will 
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someday marry you," aal* las d the very youn. rirl to a young nan Just over 
10 years h*r senior. And when she was 19 she did indeed marry him. They had 
been neighbors for only a couple of years before the Land troops moved South. 
My mother did not run after daddy; she even refused dates from him Just to 
show that she was not loose, Mother would have b^en an old maid if Daddy had 
not finally asked her to marry him because she had never wanted anyone else 
sine- h*r youth, Mother was dark as an Indian with long placed hair and my 
daddy ms blond and fair as could be; the A'inniford cousins disliked her and 
felt; surperior because she was dark like an x ndian, ^specially after the 
marriage in November 1?, 1900 when all the Landtroops moved to Oklahoma and 
b°oame pioneers in that state. But all of them returned to our hooeplaoe 
every y*ar to visit mother; also all the kin from Florence, Alabama always 
tisited every year to see mother; we were a mo*el or hotel for all the branch 
water kin and all the close relatives as wall. Tha nlcg oodne s s the ho se was 
large. 

The oth«r '.Vinniford cousins ware Jealous that lie had so nany relatives 
who loved us enough to com a thousand miles or more to see us *v«ry year. 
Life urns n*v»r dull or depresslr>g except vtien the Vinniford oousins said ugly 
n*an things about my mother. T heard them often as did my little boy Bobby 
v/ho ha tea all the relatives because of what he h°>rd them saV; he says that 
the words Just ring like echoes in his n ara when he sees their names on the 
tombstones now or sees their names on family deeds. Ueanace #ith}.n a family 
never diea so how cam racial hatred ever be expected to die oxxt^n, 

Growing up ; my dark c omplect ion*d mother Margaret Landtroop was cerlled 
a dumb Indian girl and the boys pulled her long pi^ tails. Then, after she 
married the fair skinned Eob 'Vinniford, disrespect ceased fcr a while. Put 
during World War ftb One, several Cumby businessmen came out to tell my mother 
that aha should buy Liberty bonds to ^rove her good American citizenship that 
she was no)l/Orman so she ordered them off her land saying that when it was 
fashionable to hate Indians that she was called a dumb Indian and now that 
it ms the rage to hate Organs she was thus a German. Then, during .'/or Id 
■U Two^mcther went into the store of one of the Cumby bifots and pulled her 
white hair back to slant her J< eyes upward and said, "Am I .Tap enough looking 
for you to hate me this war, tool" This man named Stewart had yelled dumb 
Indian as a big boy to her and then oalled her a Carman during World 'flar X 
ao mother beat him at the game of birotry b fore he could get the chance to 
call her a Japanese. Seems that light skinned folks hate dark skinned folks. 
I found this true of my children who are dark while I am fair and hazel eyed; 
In South Texas citrus country, my children wer* treated like Mexicans *ith 
little respect until I v/as noticed as a white woman; the respect was always 
much better from white clerks when I was with my children— that was in the 
late 1930 f s, tO's and 50 f s. But now in the 1980 f s racism ia again crojping 
up worse that any cf the bad words I ev-r heard as a young girl} good Christian 
people are now saying all the bad mean thinga with preachers today leading 
the pack so the vnord of Ood does not mean much to the leader's of Christianity. 

Like my mother who kn«w that she would marry ny daddy when she first saw 
him. Then, the same thing happened to me when I first saw Tom Taylor. I 
was 17 and enraged to »rry Tom Drake whe was twice my a^e but he had land 
and money and a good standing in the community. Mamie .Ylnniford ^ob^rtson 
was the match maker of that and she was hard to resist. Uj brother Iverette 
Dawson Wlnniford was engaged to Tlsie la- lor of Commerce so on faster of 1924 
we as usual at the homeplaoe had a big Saster egg hunt even for adulta that 
now seems so odd to young folks. Slsie 1 s father Will was 21 years ol*e r than 
Tom who was vlsitinr from his Job in Houston at ~aster sc the Taylor family 
brought Ttom along, v/hen they all entered the house, I first thought that Ton 
wbs aisle's brother ,/eldon who does look very much like his Uncle Tom Taylor. 
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But I quickly realized the difference and was obligated to show this gu*st 
around the place that day; we hunted faster errs together, ^verette found 
a snake una*r his egg that day and years later after all of us had marriatf 
Tom Taylor said that Everett found a Lucifer snak* while he found an angel 
that faster day. I returned ay engagement ring that day to Toa *)rake and 
knew that I would marry Tom Taylor. did get aarried on Deceaber 13, 1924. 
Tom Taylor did not own a oar and even worked in Houston y*t we married that 
soon after first aeeting on '■Saster. ^!verette did not want me to marry Toa 
Taylor, said he as not good enough for me y»t he wa* about to marry Tom 1 8 
ni*ce. Ton Taylor's mothers negro ^mmie 3til perpetuated the l'!ea that 
Miss Laura 3stelle Sullivan Taylor was a princess of Irish Giles and Sullivan 
blood royal and that the Taylor genealogy went back to 53 B.C. so they were 
good enough. My daddy pulled out the lin-age of the Jfinnlford family that 
descended from Rob*rt-the Pruoe of Scotland and went back to the Anglo-Saxon 
klnrs. The :/i- • iford family was from a dukedoi in Scotland. In feot, all 
surnames on ray family tree are Scottish, *ven the Landtroop name that is so 
dark and hated by many of the tflm iford cousins; I am all Scots descent while 
my husband fta is half Irish* The Negro mamaie was impressed enough not to 
complain about our wedd ing i^Jtffi Just requested that I take real good cere 
of her mister Tom. T did-JKHr^uty well because T loved Toa Ta-lor not 
Just because MM black woman told y\e to. 

I was taught to do my b*st at what*v*r I did. Growing u; as a tiny rirl 
was pleasant; Heddy never rave us children money to spend; wa had to earn it 
by having our own cow to feed and nurture the C9lf to sell and then we young 
ones had a bank account to keep our money and »ven write checks since daddy 
was board of director at the private bank owned by the Davenport family in 
Cumby. My grandaaw VI nn iford had put much of her gold ocin fortune fro.^ the 
gun running during the Confederate days in that bank «o my dad was considered 
rich and thus wall respeoted. Z re-nember always being well thought of but 
the little country elementery school called Paradise over a mile north of 
our house waa full of childhood fl hts. 

Paradise school w^s near the Zdmonds farm that raised broom corn and had 
a broom factory in Cuaby. A long lo^ crossed the cr*e|t between our house and 
the soaool; a big rain orten floated it ov*r so crossing during hi eh water was 
risky. little Lynna born in 1909 would run home when a stor* hit or a tornado 
*as in the sky (we called her a road runneror chaparral bird). Gladys Stewart 



and Gladys Hall Juaped out of a school window* when we v. re in the oth ^rade; 
they got no punlshaent because their dad was bn the school board but I did U so 
board members could get away with anything and Kenny Hall wb a board nemtfer. 



Vy dad had been a board member the year before but he did not let us have 
speolal rrlvitegea but ''ebb Stewart was the kind to use position as power to 
get his way. Webb Stewart always disliked our family even though our linkage 
all want back to Rcb«rt-the-Bruee in Scotland but he disliked my mother's dark 
features. This school went through the 7*h grade so *e went to Cuaby to 
finish the 10th an? final grade; all sohools had only 10 grades before tforld 
War II. Forreat Boswell and his sister Dewis Bo^/ell went to the Paradise 
school; Forrest in his old are made a replica of the old school house; older 
Bo wells v/ere Granville Boswell and Pies. My brother ^verette Winn iford often 
sat high in a tree moat of the time, «ven all day long lust to k^ep from rolng 
to class. Recess fun wa3 to swing on saplinr tre«a to ride torn for 2 kl a to 
pull ov*r and then one of us to drop off to spring u; their force high into 
the air like flying. This kept our underwear worn full of holes. 

*verette called talked a lot about rlrls aofl being riohsomeday . 

Whan we worked in the fields, Sverette jyah*« wat«r bucket ov*r -*««iead so 
we chunked cotton boles up the side of^PfW 1 s h-ad. «a girls dipped snuff 
behind tte school house; I always got sick on tobacco or coffee -ven. 
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I got drunk Just on sniff In toabaooo of any kind ao the Stewart and 
Gladys Hall <-irla oust have used toabacoo before* Vj mother did dip anuff 
and daddy chewed tobaooo. My brother 2v«r«*tt did not smoke or drink because 
daddy promised to give him a new oar if he waited till ape 21 «v*r to taste 
thoae things and Tv^r^te vanted to be rich so bed that he was bought off or 
adduced by luxuries. ^v*rette noon*d ov«r the -iris and diacussed hla love 
longing life with ne . I ruees he then regretted admitting so much that he 
later would begrudge yhet I ate tit the fa~:i :'ning table; we always had 
plenty of food enough to feed Cox 1 s fray so to speak. ?.D. always wanted 
the very corner biscuit that I pot or the exaot pi rt ce of chicken that I took. 
We had plenty of l«ft cv-r food at ev*ry meal, ^verette begrudged the milk 
that I drank; he wanted what I had (and that continued when I was married 
and we lived in Crmm a rce) • 15. D. liked to play domlnoies and game of 42; 
but he tried everyone^ petienoe when he pot b*at or skunked by me at which 
time 5.D. threw a wall eyed fit and threw dominoes all over the place. I 
v<aa always a master player even in Texarkana when I played in 42 tournaments 
at which B.B. Lewaon, the local high school princapal and Dr. H.W. 3tlllwell 
*ould play at my table because the champs rot to the sane *op tables to 
compete so I did prove to be good. 

I love S.D. and visit him today even though my son will not go see his 
~?le ^verette because of the way he ha? treated me. Robert said that his 
unole ^.D. Just threw one fit too many for hin to tolerate even speaking to 
the hateful man; my Robert is truly a Landtroop by nature by not speaking to 
those whom he has washed his hands with, -obby does not forgive those v*io 
mistreat the folks he loves. 

Veil, ^v^r^tte danced on his heels, so gangling a sight tp behold and 
unltk* him to do that but he could never dance 20 rreotlf or n£all well, 
^verette was always Jealous of my daddy* s attention to the rest of the children 
^.D. was the second son born in 1903 on S«pt 16 while Horace was the first 
born on Sept 28, 1901. I was the third and middle child; I was the first 
daughter. My father always encouraged ne *o do what I oould learn to be the 
very best. Daddy helped me as a young rlrl to raise a rarden which I still 
^Jkise over 80 percent of my vegetable to this day. >>ddy helped me to raise 
tomatoes vfrich I ll:<ed but he did not ever eat a tomatoe because he would not 
ev*n try to eat one b^eause they looked poison to him (T will net try to eat 
mushrooms because they look poison to ne so I do understand his f*elinps about 
food which on^ r*ts an idea about something that is so hard to change). Daddy 
taught all three cf his daughters to wrok and manager our bank accounts and 
taught us to nanape th* land; he 3ald that it ,as his iau -ht^rs who take care 
of their parents, even though he looked after his mother and *unt R«b^ccsh; 
daddy saw to every personal arti physical n*ed cf hla mother and aunt Becky, 
yet he preferred his daughters to care for him; daddy deeded his land and 
house to his three daughters jointly In August Just before he died in October 
of 1943 so that hla sins's wives couLi not rain ownership *o V.'innlford Vay 
and cause any more diaoord. Daddy said he was the only man in the history 
of the world tc care for mother and aunt because most men are not dutiful 
with their labor to their parents, only to their wives 1 s faiily since sex Is 
used to make a husband obedient to a wlfe f s bossy v,ay 3 . Men usually marry 
and thus must o to wife's family circle needs while a daughter marries to 
add yet another son to her family group. Uery Buffin^ton was that way about 
Robert; Mary despised me and everything about our family but that is a later 
st cry . 

I married a hard v^rking railroad man; Tom Tavlor got a good Job as a 
awltch-nan in Commerce wh-re he w.a born since Houston was too far away from 
my fcaiily. And Tom Llkftd little Commerce very much ao we Ut rented a house 
from *tra. Martin on I ocuat Street in Commerce. Tom earned -5 in a day salary 
or wage because Henry Ford had Just negotiated that price for his workers, e 
bought a n*w 'Pontlac automobile fcr #576 dollars. 
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The Ta lor and the '/lnniford family had known eaoh other since 1852. 
Norvelle V/lnniford had lodged at the Taylor plantation on his way baok from 
the California gold fields; Uudx common cavalier heritage bound their trust 
to extend hospitality and then later in I860 1 s a business connection and 
then the finniford family l*t the four Taylor brothers lodge at our homeplaoe 
in 1885 when they were on their way westward to save Vimrod from the shirttall 
sheriff back at Winnsboro. Aunt Beoky and gradaaw told the Taylor brothers 
that the new railroad stopped at a oow hill north of their plsoe and could 
transport them all west but the Taylors had fold coins and stayed to help 
found a new town. Vy father-in-law made adventuresome trips into Indian 
Territory and was a guide to folks wanting to go there; r,eorpe Washlnrton Ta 
led the Landtroops and the Ellis family from Plack :>ck r, P ove or Cumby to 
the redman country where they help pioneer that state. 

My grandfather George Dawson Wlnniford was born In one of two states 
where the boundary line kept changing: Casey, Kentucky or in Georgia; his 
parents were on th^lr way to the gold mine of Georgia in 1835. Thus, it was 
no wonder that the Wlnnlford brothers vfrc settled in Dalles County of Texas 
* -re quick to orranize a wagon train of their friends to ro to the California 
gold rush of 1849. The rflnniford family left Virginia in 1794 when David 
Wlnnlford died; he had fought in the Revolutionary War and died young from 
bad health resulting from the Valley Forge experience; his plantation was 
out from Cumberland. He bad married Judith Robertson of Chesterfield County 
in Virpinia; she lived till 1852 in Adair Coaoty in Kentuoky with one of 

iters. Contact was kept by her wittfnjr the 'innlford rr ndchildren; 
her mother had been a "ervelle of Virginia and the ::crvelle family also had 
cone to Texas. The Wlnnlford family left Virginia to go to St. Louis, Missouri 
where great-grandfather married a Susan Johnson of St. Louis, Missouri; they 
livei in nearby states but returned to St. *ouis in 1838 where both died by 
1839. Vy grandfather George Wlnniford was only four years old when his parents 
died so he was reared by his older brothers and sisters who came to Texas. 
The .Tohnson family also had relatives who had aettled in Texas. The old time 
families seldom went to a totally new place; they went with relativea or 
went to where soma relatives already had gone if they w re respectable and 
from good stock. Some desperate folks did have to ro west for opportunity 
without benefit of any family but they were prey to all sorts of mean people. 
Family £ld look out for eaoh other especially the Scoth-Irlsh folks. I am 
Scotch pure and simple; all the surnames on my family tree are Scottlah. I 



so 



ith semi-educated folks who do not read saying that Scotch 



is a drink and Soots is the people; that shows how little they know becsuse 
the *ncyclopo*dia call* folks from Scotland Scotch as well as Scottish — a 
little iearning Is a dangerous thing for most people. I am fair c omplec tioned 
while my children are dark; Bobby had white hair till are 7 and born with 
blue eyes that all turned dark brown slowly but surely. But lynna Sstelle 
was bom with dark black eyes and dark black hair. H*r ~rard mother Laura 
Sstelie Sullivan Baylor had auburn hair fine as silk, hr.d to comb h*r hair 
twice a day to avoid knots to keep the knits out as she laughingly said about 
her baby fine haira— the slavea used to *o that combing for her plus the old 
ni g*r raammie still did. fell, the beautiful finely bred features of blue 
or hazel eves with blond hair and pale white akin so thin the veins show on 
close scrutiny does not age well; th^se pure of blood traits oause an early 
a ing full of wrinkles. My children look better as middle ared adults than 
the oth«r relatives so fair. My lllly *ilte skin ia however thicker than 
my Ellis kin because of the Ltndtroop dark olive complexloned genes. Still 
seems odd that so much fury is cauaed between fair skinned folks and the dark 
Llnned folks; people are Jealous and then show it in mean hateful statements 
that can f t be taken back because the words always ring like echoes in the 
mind. I did not know enough to let things bother me till T was over age 30. 
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Vfhen I saw what folks said and did to ny children simply because they were 
'lark oompl«xlon*d t T then realize- that people are Just naturally mean and 
hateful; preachers and big church attending Christiana are the worst beoause 
they can Just pray to God for general forgiveness of all sins and then get a 
clean slate and start all over so this kind of fundamentalist religions will 
n«v*r allow harmony to exist on earth; discord seems to be exactly what the 
very religious enjoy the most because that Is God f s prophecy they say. So 
much for the anti-Christ Christians (the antl->hrlst Is not the Jew or some 
other religious proup; the anti -*hrl st is a wolf in sheep 1 s clothing so Is 
the bl-gest acting Christian who advocates cruel ity to effect Cod 1 a law— the 
anti -Christ la thus on* of our own fold and thus causes our downfall from 
within not from outside forces as history is so full of examples if one will 
read and learn from history). 

I always liked history in school but I quit in the 3th grade when I 
transferred from Paradlee School to Curnby. Th« <»ebb Stewart prejudice was 
bad enough at Paradise School tut in Curnby, the teachers were mean and had 
to insult folks to make them not be rott&y; teachers had to b*at up the big 
boys sometimes; took brute force to teach anything at all; the Stewarts were 
the leaders of the peck (and to think that my family was descended from the 
same Robert-the-^ruce back in Scotland that they were, but the Winnlford family 
had more wealth and prestige than the Stewart family). Also. I was special 
because I could sing and carry a tune like all cur family could; we all Just 
had rhythm to play instruments; my dad and his brothers had had a band for 
yeara so the v/inniford Band was still well remembered and Uncle Sam Wlnnlford 
still proclaimed the finest violinist In Texas. 
I also had dreama thst came true; I had dreamed that a huge cloud from 
an explosion covered the earth but that one of my descendants devised a way 
to save us from certain death; I told this as a little girl; my parents Just 
encouraged me to dream more but elders said that the devil caused *hat and 
T should forget It or would beoomo ttedevlled ^self. Then, in 1945 I saw the 
pictures of the atom bomb explosion and that is^xactly like what Idreamed In 
1909, only the explosion in my dreams has yet jrooour. ^ven my own mother/ 
agreed that In 1945 that perhaps my old dream would yet come true. 

I do re.ienber thejscarej/^vent of the aky polng dark; much later I *as to 
learn that haley f s comet caused that to happen. People said that Texas would 
crack open and break off Into the gulf or Texas because black land farms do 
crack wlta during the summer draught* Some of the 5111s kin went so far aa 
to go back to Oklahoma during that period of time because they believed that 
Texas *ould break off and fall lntr the water. Preachers really go a lot of 
rood material for t v eir meetinra sa-ln- that the world was about to end. But 
my mother and dad read their 3ible and r^memb^re* it too. so they told the 
doom sayers that before the world ended a new Jerusalem Wild h^M/Jfrks** 
reestablished. That got horselaughs from all the preachers bOf^Re Church 
of Christ folks who knew to Pible. Vy mother had to set straight the preachers 
again in 194S i*en they said that the new Israel was the commencement of the 
last milennlum but Jersulem was not the governing capitol because a new city 
T«i-e-viv was founded so the Bible prophecy has yet to happen. Preachers 
seem to know the least about the complete Bible; they Just learn certain 
quotations to prove their doctrine and thus to look Important. I never met a 
pre^her that didn't think he was a cockscomb of a ladies's man; you don't go 
to church to learn about the Eible; most folks go to shew off their fine 
clothes. T should know because I seldom missed attendance and daddy was an 
elder. All the other Wlnnifords sneared at our being Church of c hrlst but 
rrendmw told theft that their daddy v*s a preacher of that faith whloh was 
brought from DallTs and St. louis before that. But they still sneared and 
made digs when possible ft they ate at our table and borrowed our fine 
clothes and even got money from daddy for their trips. And thay still contlnTS 
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to feel superior to us because of our religion and lainly because my mother 
was dark coxplexioned v&ile they were ao fair s:lnn«d. But when my dad was 
siok for 5 y*ars In bed very few of the* would visit yet would drive by the 
mailbox «nd daddy saw their cars and wondered whet he ever did wrong to make 
them stop wanting to see Uncle Bob as ev-ryone called him* My dad Just rot 
old and grey and sick or lived too long as one relativ* put lt t yet he was 
only 73 when he died. Folks Just come sround to get what they can out of 
you, whether it be -lcney or your labor or your knowledgeable expertise. T 
grew up around relatives by the hundred so T knew human nature at an early 
age. 

I visited my grandparents up In Oklahoma as a glrllttA914; In Soper, 
Oklahoma wh^re the Landtroops lived finally a next dooinglaf^Mrs. *ueen who 
was talkative and accommodating; she liked 'people and was good to everyone, 
I went two times by train; In 1912 stayed one summer; as too crld to be 
up there In the winter time. Oklahoma .as so hilly that one* s sense of 
direction could be lost ^asVlju^T met old Dick Crowder w **o was grandfather 
of the Tndian prioo*ss Lene^roax ^ncl « Tuth*r T-andtroop helped raise because 
h*r grandfather was too old to manage a big girl. They finally got a lot 
of oil money and she went to Paris, Prance and died of the good life as <3ome 
r*lati~*s said; Lena drank and caroused spending millions of dollars and 
not helping any of her own people one little bit. Such a *aste but Lena/^Ve^ 
treated white people the way they had treated her Is what 9he told them when 
all that oil money started cning in; Lena aaid that white peoplejust lived 
for the mO!w*nt to take advantage of another person, to smile while stabbing 
them In the back, so she was Just being a rood example of all the fine 
Christian folks who had robbed her jieople of their land and done -aean things 
to the red-nan so why should she do one little bit of anything for any white 
person. She should have moved down to Cumby and lived among my relatives; 
she we s rich so L«na would have been catered to as long as th* money h^ld out. 

I rode the midland Railroad from Commerce to B ria, ^xas and then to 
Hugo, Oklahoma and on to Soper. Uncle Tom Landtroop lived way out of town 
on a rocky farm that seemed to poor for words. Unole Tom was rich but very 
stingy like the 'Sills family; they fore overalls even to church and had very 
run down houses with few furnishings; they lived like peasants. Redneoks 
lived some better and to think that the TSlllsiTandtroop family back In 
Florence, Alabama tod been rich with fine things. But my grandpaw and grandmaw 
Tandtroop in Soper had a nice bungalow full of nice furniture so uncle Tom 
waa nothing like hla own parents. He and his wife Nora were so stingy that 
they reused the coffee grounds so often till they turned to muddy collspsed 
megs before throwing out after a week of reusing; no one liked to eat at their 
houae even the syrup was watered down, yet they eame to see us In Texas and 
ate us out of house end home so to speak. But when my daddy died. Uncle Tom 
had the nerve to write his sister who was my mother and say that 1% he Just 
would net rive h*r any money if she needed it; w mother wrote baok -hat she 
had never asked him for a dime in her life so why start now and then they 
never spoke again; she hated him after that. Seems that the eldest son of old 
Southern families waa expected to help younger sisters and *ven brjthers when 
their spouse died so Uncle Tom as the eldest f-ared that something would be 
ex^cte-* of him in 1943 *ven though he was old and we were not poor. 

All the Tandtroop family as stingy about something. The brothers Tom 
and Luther did not speak for over 20 years yet they ate at the same table 
for fe^ilv m&% toothers. They quarrelled over the use of farm equipment 
and t he rotating use of Wexlcan laborours. Tom used certain equipment one 
week and then Luth-r would alternate so they disarmed v-ry iW/g 
then n*vr spoke. Nora had U I -at any agreement to be made ^ **\*»**t 
even though both brothers sat not five feet apart yet pretending not to see 
or to hear each other so if a part of an agreement was omitted by Nora^then 
that part did not ^et done by the other because she had not said it. They 
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were a mess or sight to behold, Hncle Luther also owned barber shops so he 
had a good cash flow all the time and that made Uncle Tom Landtroop Jealous. 
T ncle Tuther was married to Ir^ne Seals end they had no children ever so that 
was why they raised the Indian princess L*na. Aunt Ir«ne bossed the irl a 
lot to pet h*r to do all the household chores; they hated each other* The 
princess Lena left Just as soon as the oil money came in. Then, Ir»ne and 
Luther Landtroop ra.sed a nephew of Ir*»ne f s; a Joe Fowlerwhc wrs a hard 
working man and nice to be around; his wife Sue and two ohildren *ere very 
hard working as *ell. The Seels family married other Landtroop relatives 
through Aunt Matt Landtroop Thauboy who married several times h*rs*lf . Cur 
family and all our branoh v»ater Kinf olka Jflsrried more than once Into a good 
family; that was the way all cavalier families did. 

The next time that I went to Oklahoma was also by Tain but that was 
in July of 1919 whan my grandmother Nancy Sills Landtroop died; she was 
living with us end had rone back to visit h*r folks jnd friends; she had a 
stroke that took her julckly. This grandmaw Landtroop lov*d boys mainly 
and did not care for me like my grandmother tflnniford so I did not rrieve 
too much for her like I still miss my grand-new .Ylnnlford to this day. I 
did not oare for rT ncle Tom Landtroop much because he thought that I should 
get a whipping for not being lady-like to let his sons mistreat me; I hit 
them back harder when they hit me so he thought I was terrible to beat up 
on his precious sons; his sense of elegant manners seemed out of place with 
him llvtn< In a shack and being so dirt poor stingy while we lived In a 
mansion and hart nice looking things; we dressed and looked like millionaires 
In oompaiison to them; I had felt sorry for them till they hit T.e and then 
wanted me to be so refined to .lust take it all, insults as v.ell. I never 
oared to go back. 

My daddy ordered a new flivver Ford when we got baok to T*xas. Or rather 
*he lonr or V* red Ford finally arrived. Daddy had ordered it just after 
the Cr^at >Var; the machine had to be put together; the wheels wer* off. The 
top v.as i^tached and windshi*d had to be put on and it cost £360 at Bob 
Harris "e~chantlle store In Cumby. No auto dealership existed. Daddy never 
learned to drive; he let his sons drive him end Daddy rode in the back far 
seat as far away from the engine as possible. He hated the smell of rasollne. 
Th<* roar of the engine also bothered daddy. Vy dad was a walking man; he 
had ratner cut across the pasture »a4 pet to town before we could get ready 
and drive the car to town. In faot, daddy did not like horses; our buggy horse 
was a threat to him; he feared runaway horses on a wjgon or carriage. Once 
Daddy Jumped out of his wagon taking cotton totown when the horses trotted too 
fast to suit him after he pulled the rei ns back and holler halt; daddy Just 
Jumped out and skinned his nose bad but he felt safe walking. 

Daddy though would always buy n*w things like putting the first metal 
gutters in th» county on our house; w* had the first window screens in the 
county of Hofcpins County. V/e had an Edison record player and piano long 
before besides all the many violins and banjoes, lutes and harmonicas. Ve 
had the best of musical instruments to help us entertain ourselves at home. 

My mother did not like cars as much as horse drawn carriage. *or good 
reason, she disliked the machines beoause they were in the yard hardly before 
you realized company had descended upon your home. ••: lie a carriage could 
be h«ard several miles away and thus could be seen, my mother said that she 
could Just add nore stew or whatever to the pot to have plenty of food when 
she saw v*arons com'ng to the hcmeplace but a car Just bounded upon th^ front 
door before you realized it had potton to the mouth of the lane even, v/e 
still ate well when unexpected friends and relatives showed up at noon to eat. 
Could add to the boiling pot when horses and oerrlag^s were heard at the 
mouth of the lane is what my mother said till she died in 1953. 
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My dad 1 8 brother Norve rfinniford had a tragedy In 1914; his wife Tula 
Wiggs v/ln ilford died and the day of h«r burial on December 24, 1914 the 
telephone rang that rendpaw John I-endtroop had died that day In Soper, 
Oklahoma. A really sad Christmas was had for all the Wlnnlford relatives 
that year. Then, on A/rll 4, 1915 on Sast^r Sunday night Grandma Sally 
Alexander Vfinniford died; she died of some sort of cancer that was very 
painful; she hollered out a lot and said the pain was terrible; our doctor 
Bert Cates really was pitiful b«oause he coild do nothing more but Just 
watch her suffer; he had b*en a boy playing In the yard; she had spanked 
him alonr with h«»r own sons vfcen th*y disobeyed, ^randmaw did not spare the 
rod on anyone who crossed her war path when she was right about raising 
youncins. v y grandmaw was surrounded by all tka folks who loved h«r when 
she died. «Ve all gri«v*d a long time for h^r and still T do at times when 
something happens to r*,nlnd me of h*r today even. 

Then, my baby sister Lucille ms born July 18, 1915. That did gladden 
our hearts. But Iuollle had a delicate nervous system and could not be 
teased like the others In our family; she was mor* than Just sensitive. 
Vy mother said that she was pr^raant with Lucille when Aunt Iula died and 
then her own daddy whose personal letter had arrived in the morning mail 
thHt day so it Just seemed impossible that h* was also dead and then to 
think that tne sad Christmas turned to even a sadder Taster when graj^dmaw 
tfinnlford died so Lucllle f s developing body ocourred all the tim- ^mj+^tif 
mother was sad, dejected and very grieved. Lucille was always serious as 
a Judge like the Alexanders, except tbetftrah Lucille Wlnnlford looked 
exaotly like my mother, dark oomplexlon and all. 

JLucllde locked sc much like my mother that when she saw Uncle Luther 
her wmmr In 1954 after thirty five years cf net seeinr him that TTncle 
Luther thougl^Luc ilia was his sister Me^le when he got off the passen ftf 
train in Commerce. They had not seen etoh other because of Uncle Luther 
leaving a lrl Jilted at the altar in Cumby in 1901 before he married Ir*ne. 
Vy mother said not to marry would have b*en alright but to Just leave and 
let h^r go to th* church and wait and wait. Maude was h*r name and when 
r *ncle Luther rot off the train he said," Oh, meggle, you were rlpnt about 
Maude and you haven't aged since I last saw you." Then, of course, he learned 
that Baby Cile was the daughter who looked Just like her mother. Luther 
stayed for several weeks and then returned to visit on every holiday till 
my mother died in 1958. But the old girl friend Maude had married a Bays 
and h*r husband had r^oently died so she came to see Luther; they dated and 
*ot serious all over arain but did not marry because my mother requested 
that they not d is race their children by getting all lovey dovey a*?aln and 
then Jilt one another at the last minute so *h«y Just remained friends. 
Uncle Luther Landtroo;. was Just as sniffy an old man as he had been a 
strutting young man. His land was well woriced by his nephew Joe Fowler so 
he had a thirty thousanl dollar a yrar rental from his irri'-eted farm land 
aear *loyada, ?«xas. H* often drove his own car to visit us; he chewed 
tobacco and spot out the window when driving fast so the sid* of his oar was 
a messy fright. He was a Joy to behold driving up and being around. 

Other relatives ov*r the years consisted of Robert ^11 is and his three 
daupht*rs from Florence, Alabama. Robert 5111a was the same age as my mother 
who always missed Alabama when leaving at age 8 so they kept in touch by 
letters and then by visiting although ny mother nev*r returned to Alabama. 
Henry *llis was Robert 1 s father. He visited us of 'en and certainly IWI 
Fall because of harvests of till citrus orchards n«ar Herlengen, T«xas. He 
of course knew Luther Landtroop his cousin but did not like Ir*ne Seals so 
he was glad she ^ied so that he could visit all th* relatives again; women 
do that when they don f t like someone in their husband's family. Robert 
Sills 1 s wife died before her two youngest girls were n*er grown so the eldest 
had to become the motherly type. Robert had polio so his wife had to do almost 
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all the work evert on the farm at Florence, ~labana so she died youn- of 
being over-wonflfcl'she v/es a ork horse of a good women. Then, the eldest 



daughter had to if ear the two youn. -r iris. 

Rob-rt BUii v/as In Soper, Oklahoma when jjuutg snd mother landtroop died 
in 1919 visitlnr th^r Kills relatives; Gr^e^WmSll la was th*re and was 
the reason all the relatives left to go West to cur* his lun^ cndition and 
then Just recently of this 1986 y*ar, Gladys Butler Armstrong Cash wrote 
that ste did not know anything a^out Robert ^llis or how he was kin, yet 
cous'n Gladys kn*w all the genealogy for the kin coming from Florence, Alabama 
but did not want to know Robert Bulf because that is Just like the Lendtroop 
family to consider someone dead when ratting really anrry at them so I do 
won^*r why she got her dander up at Robert ^llls. Gladys's mother was Lou 
Landtroop whose mother was !:ancy ^llls Landtroop; Lou was a sister to my own 
mother and Lou Married Charles Oabrlel Butler who was a businessman both In 
Oklahoma and .Vest T*xas. The Lendtroop family and Charley Butler helped 
ion^r >st ^xas settlement after the bir old ranches rot divided Into 
small f a rH land plots when the old tlmey ranchers died off. Amarillo and 
Plainview, Texas in far .est Texas were settled by *hem; the state-^nt or 
Joke, "V/e are still In plainview,* was the oom.^laint of a young couple 
courting when leaving the girls parents 1 s home and the boy friend Tinted to 
know if they had driven far enough away from the house for him to sneak a 
kiss (the v/est has visibility for twenty mil's or more). Charley Butler was 
an elder in the first Church of Christ congregation founded in Oklahoma and 
also in Ararillo and the same for Tom Landtrcop in Plainview foundfcng a 
Church of Christ congregation. 

Tom Landtroop v.as a pious man «ven though he stayed anrry and would not 
speak to his brother Luther for decades. Tot. Landtroop b-came a Paptist 
finally and that was understandable because the idea of not falling from grace 
enabled Tom to be mad at his brother and still be a good Christian in the 
best of high churched standing. A member of the Church of Christ can not 
be a good high ohurched Christian and still commit evil sinful arguing so 
it Is no wonder that the sly rednecks become Baptists; a doctrine that b»liev*a 
in not falling from grace when onoe saved is not Biblical because a Christian 
can commit evil if not careful so how Tom Landtrooi could beooae a Baptist 
after having been reared in the Church of Christ Is an unbelievable fact but 
his sins arainst his brother Luther lost him his soul forever vtoen he chose 
not to »ke up and then became an anti-Christ by Joing a churoh that has an 
easy out for its sinful members to continue committing sins all the time while 
yet saying they are Christians; Christians have to turn ov*r a new leaf and 
no longer sin that way plus have to make restitution of money or whatever was 
stolen so it is no wonder that so many cheating businessmen are big Baptists; 
I would become a Baptist If I w*re a big industrialist so that I oould have 
the social acceptance at Christian 3*-nb*rship while cheating folks and while 
making shoddy goods to sell so it is no wonder that the United St . tea is a 
disliked country around the v/orld, now that so nany Paptist businessmen do 
represent this once ethioal country of ours. 2ven sly old Richard *ixon was 
a Baptist with ^van^elist Mlly Graham vindicating Nixon 1 s behavior so their 
pseudo ethics and thus antichrist ways have destroyed America from within 
aa a moral corrupt society. The Paptist ministers told their members now 
to vote; Rose Sellers wee told by h*r pr^cher that she would rc to hell if 
she voted against Reagan and then her food stamps got stopped and she said 
that God and ^eagon were not supposed to l*t that happen to fce* since Jjj > 
voted the way C^od 1 s repreaeotatives on earth instructed h*r~that is *?actiy 
£t tJF iSL ^?*JoSI priesthood did until the Reformation cf 
destroyed that power play so now each Baptist church generates as much tax 
free Income as the olden Catholio monasteries each did. 
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Texas is the tail end of the Bible Belt and thus makes an asa of Itself 
with so many pseudo-religions that have no basis in the Bible as a true 
religion. Only the Church of Christ is the religion described in the Bible 
and historically the Roman Catholio church is fifteen centuries older than 
anvfun daman tali st religion. The Baptist* claim that Jesus i«s a Baptist because 
his cousin . T ohn the Baptist baptiziced him so that mkes him a Baptist but 
not a 3outhern Baptist (Baptlstlsm was anabaptist during the 1200 f s when so 
much Tnquisitlon persecution was done against anabatists as an idelogy or 
free thinking philosophy that was savored in 3cotland by the Verovagian kings 
who fled to 3c tiand or at least their daughters married the royalth of 
the Scots and thus preserved their holler than thou attitudes with the Stewart 
or Stuart spelling in England sayin^that they had the Divine Right of Kings 
to rule by talking to Cod every dayl/hus, all the descendants of Robert- the- 
-ruse in the Society by that name also believe they ar« the chosen few with 
not only Cod f s blessing but also the Blood of King David in their veins; thst 
is also true of Reverend Pat Robertson and myself who a*e related so the 
family tes continued to believe their oim oral history I hsve been taught 
one thing from my family oral history but the Bible lessons of God 1 s true 
religion or ways to warship do not follow a doctrine set done by church 
leaders; only the Bible establishes the way to worship and ho* so if no 
scripture exists, then that is nan made and not redly. The Baptist church 
has devised an atti-Qiriat approach to the Bible by l iving their preachers 
power to interpret the scriptures Just like Roman Cathollo priests deliver 
the word of God tz th«ir parishoners; a j;r* cher is no better than any church 
member at knowing the word of God in the Bible; all one has to do is be able 
to read but then today the schools have done so b^dly that *nost folks cannot 
read on th* 7th grade level so the rednecks all over America Just can not 
r*ad well enough to understand the basic Mble verses. Sports and bands 
marching at the rames is all that my redneck neighbors think that a schocl 
should provide; reading history and novels seem a waste af time to them so 
they Just go to kill time by attending shorts rames and/or marching bands 
as entertainment. My day was not allowed to be wrapped up in silly sports 
and thus not be able to read the Bible; people of my *ey discussed iieas 
about history and its repeating itself along with the ^ible stories plus 
we read the newspapers from bir cities and kn°*. /hat was happening and why, 
net Just the events. Intellectual history v*as taught a lot by showing how 
and why certain things happened, like why so may kingdoms fell at the time 
of .Vorld <Var I, when kin^s fell to the wayside for new re publics to form. 
That was not an accident. But students do not r*ad that or know and they 
do not care to know. Running around having sex is what the young folks 
do mostly now. The young people in the community here are a disgrace; out 
of 335 girls in high school, over 200 are pr«gant this Spring of 1986; the 
morals are nonexistent and yet the parents show off the bastards with a titter 
and then go th*lr redneok Baptist way to do more of the same. No wonder 
th*ir churohes are near full; the more the open sin, f he more they commit 
disgrapes so I wonder Just when God will rain down destruction. But our 
anti-t^rist president is sbout to use sUrwars technology Jargon to make the 
oth*r world powers angry enough to destroy our country so I guessthis kind 
of godless roantality is about to order its own destruction of us all. Reagan 
says he is god fearing y*t never goes to any Church as all Christians are told 
to attend; Reagan says he loves his children yet they seldom visit; Reagan 
talks about saving money yet the water defloits ever exist now because of 
his Reagonomios. When Reagon says he is for something that is when a double 
talk of irony tw'sts it to be opposite, actually . Reagan ia only a front for 
the same big rich consortium that ruled durinr the 1920 1 s »*an I was young; 
Andrew Mellon preached the same philosophy of trinkle dowi economics but old 
Mellon got charred by tfrlght Patman as the cause of the Great Depression in 
the C^nyrftftfllqpa l Reo ord . Not all the people are fc*led all the time. I Just 
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hope that I live lone enough to see the vindication of all the lies that * 
dumbo Raegan has said oom his ov-r time due. Adlal Ste-enson tji would not*** 
allow the ignorant misinformation that Raegan 9 s ghcst writers dash off as 
factual to fet passed on; th* ^peror 1 s Clothes is the description for the 
stupid *aegen quotinr of pseudo faots. Misinforms tlon ha«* been charged are Inst 
the Raegan administration so that bit of truth has finally been acknowledged 
by some true thinking Amer loans. I an ashamed of this country and ashamed 
to be an American during the Reagan t«rms of office. His sneaky grin shows 
deceit that laughs at folks who believe his dribble; he has an 0* opossum grin 
about the whole deceitful mess of his clever lies. **agan is the front for 
the sup*r rich consortium; even the super rich listed In Forbes Varazlne has 
to have 180, 000>mollars to ret listed while once a mere 125 million dollars 
in 1980 was sufficient so even the rich are being inflated yet Inflation is 
unier control (long ago only ten million dollars got a listing as super rich 
Status) ■ White House rhetoric and faotjyAp net match if one reads but then 
reading is not the American thing to dd^lo no wonder that democraoy is dead 
and controlled by proletariats. 

I should prefer rule by the elect wi th a true aristocracy In charge 
slnce-I am descended from kings of Scotland. America has come full circle 
witftPcra desman now using the government for their selfish wishes. They 

ta lk a line of family while they have no real family ties so perhaps a true 
aristocracy would put their family first and rule in the long run for the 
pood of the country; no wonder America is hated world wide when havlnr to 
deal with the unscrupulous business men. The worst and most freiuent scandals 
jvernment ocour when arch conservatives are In power so their small minded 
cing Is not good for Amsrioa. In fact America is the most liberal 
•nment in the history of the world; otherwise, we would have 8 king and 
>nly property owners would vote plus no women to vote so I am glad that 
liberals have improved the U.S. as only Thomas Jefferson would vant equality 
for all not Just the rich as America now says God rewards the good with a 
fortune; the **lble says that a rich nan has a harder time getting into heaven 
than a camel through the eye of a needle so the anti-tthrlst movement is 
using God and religion to promote wealth as a standard in Amerioa. 

Mind control is prevalent today with all the TV special vested Interest 
manipulating facts to their taper rich lfl|k( Knowledge and truth do not 
go together anymore; if a wealthy perftQtfMpOfli thing is true, then that must 
be the way to vote. And the religious element who does not read the Bible 
says that everything has been preordained or fated so we oan do nothing. 
In faot t too many folks think it la sinful to resist what happens because 
that is Ood f s will and must not be changed by any Christian. Seems odd that 
only some folks speak to God while othera never hear the eternal voice. 
Again, the anti-Christ element Is using Qod'C voice as a wolf • s in sheep's 
olothing taotio.I always read newsjiepers end magazines for facts but whea 
my children went to college I read to kee : j up with them. Robert especially 
stayed at home so I read his books thst he bought and discussed his class 
notes and then learned how to use the library and read on my own. T got 
benefit of his education while he learned how to discuss the newly learned 
facts or general informational way of assembling facts. 

A college education has become a target because knowing the truth shall 
make one free and that is not what th* super rich *v*r v.ant the general 
populace to be because cf needing a cheap work force near at hand. Also, a 
derree Ifl ^he humanities or liberal arts( liberal arts Is considered bad beoausc 
the word liberal means it must be bad!) is no longer deemed good or proper. 
Only a business administration or advertising degree is worthwhile and also 
perhsps a sclenoe education to Invent something to earn money Is the only 
reason to go to college. To read or think has become a liberal idea to be 
hated and feared fcy mo3t people today so no wonder the Anti-Christ has become 
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so commonly aooepted by the unread generation. 

My family of Landtroo.. kin like to disagree Just to ahow their 
Independence sov times-, so T guess thet T reslat all thla complete acceptance 
to Reagon as belnr wrong when so many dullards accept the surface ov»r-4// 
aimplif ication f I * political arena today. Landtroops are fast to argue 
and attack opinions different from theirs yet will get their feelingrhurt 
very easily by other relatives, Vy kinsmen will than hold a grudge but yet 
never talk about it so that no one can ever really know why they were anrry 
in the first place. My folks will Just grit their t«eth and say no comment 
when asked about a relative they pretend not to know so that is ¥*iy I now 
wonder why Cousin Robert ^llis is unicncwn to Gladys, Butler Armstrong Cash 
when she must have gotten angry at him about sometwhg. 

.<hen we last visited Gladys a$ her ranch out from Changing, Texas near 
Amurillo, she mentioned that she would never visit my brother ^verette 
•final ford a rain because he always left the house to work in his garden when 
she came by and that he ooamented thet he had no food to off^r her or he 
would since he had Just eaten everything. When ■vartttfl first went to Amarillo 
to pet a Job with the Santa ?ae Railroad he stayed with Gladys and husband 
Hotter Cash and they fed him free for months so on* meal now would have been 
eosy repayment but he treated her bad like white trash does in a slighted 
way so another dirty chance will nev*r be given. ^. D. my brother surely 
cooked his gooa&v.ith Cousin Gladys; he may live to regret that too because 
thlnrs do oome home to roost 9 especially mean behavior in this old world. 

-noth-r surtly wmU NfW httl plighted aa| rale tire Mu luUi htf 

!-.o^i * v ^t is bad runners. 

Gladys also told us that Scott Carpenter, the astranault Is jert 
Landtroop through his mother but nothing more was ever said so I wonder what 
that little bit of resentment is all about even though he had the right stuff 
to -et into the history books so our good Scotsman 3tock royal blood has 
gone to the heavens or outer space. -^Lfr 

family blood kin or anyone of the blood line is tc|/r**p40t*d 8nd loved 
above and beyond any anger that might result; a grudge is to be resolved or 
one is hell h*nt. I hav* toe much love in my hea-*t to stay angry or mad. 
People should work hard every day and then they would sleep like a baby without 
a pill or tranquilizer or alcr.ol. I raise a garden and have a neat flower 
garden to keep me busy plus look after my farm property; I attend club me^tlnra 
of Ladies Auxiliary to the Railroad Trainmen, the DAR end United Daughters 
of the Confederacy and Church so I am not idle to think up meanness and deep 
resentments toward others. I am legally blind but can see through mean folks 
by the tone of their voioe as well as their actions. Tn fact, the Afinnlford 
family works hard; at lea3t our branch In Texas; when the Winnif ords lived 
in Virginia long before the Revolutionary War so many slaves did all the work 
that the family could not do the least things for themselves so the loss of 
that Virginia landwant from the kin- left them destitute as wall as unable 
to do basic things so onoe in Texas the Winn 1 ford family become independent 
to do our own cooking, our own housework and own yard work so my grandmother 
Sarah Alexander rfinniford since 1860 never allowed any of her folks to let 
or demand others to wait on them, //hen I feel s<ck, T Just »-et busy in the 
warden and soon forget my aliments so if I am found dead in tha garden than 
I died happy so should not be pitied. 

Ofrter folks should be allowed to do as they please vtoen working about 
the place and not treated like they a: e weak and would melt like sugar if 
water touched them. Also ay child en h*ve never made the Insensitive and 
cruel statement .« I v.ant thus and so in the house when you die. 1 ] ow dare 
any child to say such a thoughtless thing to show such an unloving nature. 
I reared, not the vulrar redneok term raised, my children better than that. 
*j own dear mother had to tell h*r granddaughter Ida llar-aret Alnniford SparEP 
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Just to take the shadow box picture frames, now, when she 90 covetously wished 
fcr them when she died; mother's heart was stabbed to death by such celleous 
requesting — perhaps, Ida Vorraret will have the sane hstefulln^ss heaped 
upon her before h«r life is over. Greed makes folks do heartless things. 

ftreAdy folks never git satislfied by their wealthy and then usually do 
lose theM? fortune before they die. I have seen a lot of things in my time, 
and the pfeople have been both eood and bad. But the physical things that pot 
Invented has amazed me. 

Wben I was still a flrl, the first automobile I «v*r saw was a bir red 
one ttot Doctor Bart Gates drove up our driveway. T hid behind the ohlmney to 
escape the fum*s and belching sounds. Seeing that monstracity prepared me 
fCC all the ether wild inventions that T would soon see and thus realize as 
part of this great 20th century. I Just laugh at the skeptical doubting Thomas 
types whose v*ry fundamentalist religion make them doubt that we ever sent 
■M t 0 fetal moon; T do not doubt that moon flight happened at all; our oulture 
must be able to fly to another planet soon when this old eartl^sjc^^Af ly 
polluted by th r«*dy businessmen who buy off polltlcans so J^x^B^sao not 
apply to their rreedy deeds when bought off. x heir mentality lives in the 
ISOO's or nineteenth century time suspension while actually being 20th century, 
in 1986 as we are about to enter the 21st century In 20001. 3eeme odd that 
so many folks think that a new century starts in 2000 b^ccuse 1900 di* not 
nrk the century for 2jth time element till 1901. Vy pe rents married in 1900 
as th* 19th century ended and then 1901 when my brother Horace was born be?an 
marking time in th° 2oth century but most fundamentalist say otherwise and that 
God does not agree with me; a movement is now out to disclaim the King Jaatl 
Version Bible by fundamentalist who want to use the Greek from which the 

ng James version whs translated; the Pentacostals especially discard the 
King Jaaws Bible that is far superior writing and scholarship in th« world 
for the English translations of the Blblefon* illiterate female preacher said 
that her assistant would read verses to her and she would then tell what the 
pessares meant so honjyin a ncn-reading person know what the written pege 
m*ans even when ree^jGut the female pr«ucher said that God was speaking through 
h*r voice to enlighten the word of living God Bible} Suoh gross ignorance is 
what will destroy Christianity as more of these anti- c hrist preachers are 
listened to seriously. 

,r y fa-ally knows that oreachers are no better than the rest of the folks. 
God gave us a mind to use and the Lord helps those whc help themselves. Vy 
daddy made sure that his daughters did not katow to any one f even a man, so 
ay younrer sisters were very independent. I had a bank acoount of tent hou sand 
dollars wh*n I mrried in Deoember 13, 1924. My sister Lynna Winnlford waa 
so independent thnt she said a man would become Vr. Lynna 'finniford since she 
had a prettier name than any other name she had ever h*a~d; Lynna said that 
h«r name sounded like the wind had whispered it when blowinr through her hair. 

Lynna Winnlford was born on TJovember 8 f 1909. She was the fourth child 
and I waa so proud of her. She though did not like that another girl was born 
' ily 18, 1915 to re 1 ce h«r status as baby of the family but th*n she and 
Baby Cile became very close and were inseparable to the point of being in 
business together, vy sister tynne was nam-d for a dead friend buried at 
Sunny Point oeaetery where the spelling for her name was taken frr>m the tomb- 
stone. And then my" daughter Lynna ^itelle Taylor Bergen was a namesake for 
my dear sister and hep grandmother Laura IgtAle Taylor. My sister Tynna and 
I played torether as girls; she was the outside type and very tomboyish evven 
Ihnolh T was toolbar and bAg«r. All of us children were the outdoor ty?ea; 

-lnrilford family or at l«est ay daddy owned part of the private bank. Thus, 
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my slater Lynna ted her own money to Install the new fangled telephone when 
It came through the countryside; daddy /.anted nothing to do with It so little 
Tynna bought her own membership fee In her name by check Just before World 
.Ver I In 1914 If I rejnember correctly and that *aa v/hen the telephone rang 
with the news that grandfather John Tandtroop had died on the day that Lula 
Wiggs Yinniford, the wife of NorTe Vilnnlford had to be burled. The phone 
wee a party line v.ith a orank rlnrer; we all enjoyed listening In on all the 
phone calls and that diluted the sound to a far away echo soun so we had to 
henr up If anyone who livd befcond our house could hear. '.Ye were kin to 
almost everyone on the party line so they knew all about cur lives and general 
business anyway but still wanted to learn more vtien the opportunity of a ring 
came along to listen In on. "osey was not the word; this constant dipping 
into everyone's business Is vtoet kept my husband Tom from retiring back 
to th* home pi ace In 1964; we visited almost every weekend but having to live 
In the face of all this petty rosslp was more than anyone ahould h ve to bear. 

Dial telephone service finally came to the farm In the late 19^0' a; the 
young folks however did not want to change to the dial because of being able 
to listen in on everyone would thus be at an end. The snoopy nature of human 
kind seems always to be alive and well; I am not on* to pry into otfeflT folks 
lives so T do not uj^rs+and sush small minds that want to run ether* s business 
when they shouldlMfiough to do by taking care of their own affairs. 

Uy sister Lynna 'Vlnnlford .van the only living original Investor In the 
Cumby telephone company to cash her old stock certificates in for the new 
dial system stock when the phon* companies marred. All the original ?ustom*rs 
who had to buy shares in the stock company had been adults so the fact that 
she had been a n*re child was indeed rare baok then bu* our daddy wan a very 
indulgent father who "ncourared us to prove ourselves equal to any task and 
tc be better than most men. Vy daddy always thr ight It was a crime that the 
n^ipjibors on each side of his widowed mother's land had refused to donate any 
portion of the right of way for the roads so she hid to rive all the r!rht 
of way. Thus, the complete roadway had to be donated by my grandmother because 
the men refused to help a woman In a business deal to ret a roedw*y established 
to take their .jroduoe to town from the frontier land or wild fields. People 
once had to take pig trails across the land of t:.«!r neighbor. The Box family 
neighbors on the north and also on the South of grandmaw wanted to k*ep as 
much of their land In pasteur as possible because a narrow roadway the length 
of an 80 acre tract of land required four acres so that left 76 acres only 
to cultivate. Vany landowners have 76 acre tracts because of the numerous roads 
that out through the oountryslde. Thus, my daddy did not want his daughters 
to be at the meroy of the male ego so we were taught how to work hard as well 
as how to manage our money and bank accounts and to make decisions about the 
property. The .Unniford pirls *ere considered pretty uppity as a group since 
we were so cavalier to start with. *ven as children rrowing up in the early 
1350' s after their father Urbane Alexander died so suddenly, my prandmoth^r 
and her older sister Oreat Aunt R*beooa Alexander were treated as second class 
citizens by the male landowners %tic refused to donate their half of the road 
way back then on the South side of the landgrant. Wen like to oheat a woman 
in a business deal or Just not go along with a lady's plan because being so 
agreeable to a woman's plan would make their ego look like a pentywaist as 
the men Jawbone each other later so women will never have equal rights. I'en 
have too blr of a good old boy network that can't be broken down except for 
a very few minor oases in this life struggle. 

The year 1915 was a big one, not Just because of the deaths but also 
because "emie Winniford married Luther Robertson the year the Lucille was 
born, y«t "amle can n*v-r remember* whsn Lucille was born; a big nosey rroup 
of ossipers this year have been trying to learn Lucille' a age because Cile 
did not put year of birth on h*r tombstone. Mamie and Luther get along like 
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cats* and dogs. Va-ni© and Luther celebrated their 60th anniversary In 1975 
and then Luther lived almost another 10 years sc Mamie Is now alone and 
seems v*ry happy; her adopted daughter Mary Louise Head was chosen In the 
first place because the birth oertlf loate eccordln to Mamie read Winnlford 
Rose Baby so that must be kin somehow to us and thus she chose thmtbaby. 

3ast°r is such a sad time for me ever since my grandmother Winnlford 
died at that time. I fell flat on my patio on tester Sunday of 1982 when I 
hurried fast across the stepping stones and took me six months to ret better 
beoause I was thinking about a day lik* that in 1915 Plus my love of my life 
Tom Taylor had died back In February so I alone even though Lynna and 
her husband were there in the living room while T ran outside to cheek on 
somethings. I did not break any bones because I drink twr gallons of milk 

a week and do not smoke; I eat proper vegetables and thus am not ^ak, Just 
not ,- f oine to be poorly fed so that illness can come upon me. Immunity problems 
happen because folks dc not eat properly. 

As one ^*ts ?li*r f life seems to be measured In terms of when sot« lov«d 
one died or when something happened to a loved one. Most oth*r oli ladies 
say the seme thlnr about life experiences. I am glad that I have club me*»tinrs 
to attend and to be an offlcer-cf to keep me busy so thst my children do not 
feel that I am lonely and negleoted. I am lonely and do miss Robert because 
he takes me places that I like to go and he encourares me to take as long as 
I wish to look around Inside the stores. Robert llk«s to go to unusual places 
and he can Just pick them out; he has an antique shop In Houston so he has 
♦he taste for very unusual places and is lots of fun but he dislikes Texarkana 
with its snide remarks that only here Is the place to live or to shop. 

I keep getting off the traok with the chronological order of my life as 
I keep commenting on newer things In relation to the old timey events. 

faster Is such a sad time as 1 was saying. And then my husband Tom died 
* -^ruary l f 1932 so T fell that Sunday on faster while thimclnr about my 
grandmaw -Vlnniford who 3ied on an faster. Vy gr ndaother always had time 
for h*r loved ones; that Is why they were around her when ehe died plus all 
lived on the old homeplace. Vy grandmother laughed a lot and that was not 
considered sign of the village idiot like it is today to laugh and Joke; she 
was very Jolly while Aunt Rebeccah was serious and crabby. One windy day, my 
grandmother 1 s bonnet was blown off and went sailing across the ysrd; she chased 
it Just a laughing all the time. She was so glad to be alive **or the least 
life experience that came along because she had seen so many people die of 
f^v*rs while otherwise young and strong on the frontier so she was considered 
very old in th« community. Uj rrandmother .Vinnlford lik-d to make soap -very 
year from hop rreese and lye; lye soap icllls germs better than perfumed soap 
does today and that is nhy old tiney folks "ere stronger to resist allergies. 

rjndmav; always showed up to help make soap even thou h my mother tried to do 
all the hard work before grandmaw kn*w that it had started; I was a kid who 
told *»v*ry thing that I knew so I alv/ays informed grandmother that soap would 
soon be nede end then my grandmother Just said that a little bird told h»r so 
that I would not be in trouble with my mother. 

Vy grandmother Vinnlford would be lying on her lounge chair with us 
children by her side; she alleys had flower seeds In h*r apron pockets; my 
co sin Osoar Winnlford rot the lounge and let it ruin under the water drip 
tt his house but he was glad that no one else got it to enjoy, *sp*cially 
any of his Uncle Bob v/innlfard f s children; my daddy picked out and paid fnr 
the w-ddlng dress that Mamie /finniford were to wed Luther Robertson. 
None at Mamie 1 s brothers bought her anything yet they had to Inherit more 
than the children of Bob Winnlford but they destroyed the personal things 
they v ot. ^tot lounge could be pull*d out on the porch; always w^s olose 
to the food safe with preserves and left-ov-r biscuits for us little tykes 
to eat ■ d listen to her travel tales; she never read to us Just shared the 
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oraiTiistory of her life and her kinsmen. She was spared the rage of the 
Indians on 4 *he panthrrs 30 that she could tell us all about It or ao she 
Justified all the tribulations of her life. Hie preserves were made from 
wild Indian peach trees ttot < rew in the draw west of the house. Vy own mother 
llk«d to dip the roots to make a brush for dipping snuff or to use to clean 
her teeth but snuff rots tfte teeth worse than sandy, Grandmother had water- 
melons In the summer* Water mslon patoh was on a sandy strip that ran oddly 
in the middle of the deep waxy black Land. She was once astride a rail fence 
at the edge of the yard near the *»t«r-~elon path. She was h iding a big 
melon about to drop it while laughing loudly eaying that she was about to 
* drop -it' in th» dirt if we didn't help her save this t sty morsel to eat 
together so do hurry. 11 

0 rand mother Aflnniford said that she had to raise ourselves when h*r 
daddy and mother *led Just after building the log cabin. Indians ceme to 
see how a white man's fun-rel was done. 'Are sold wild cattle every y*ar; a 
little money went a long way then; no taxes *ven on the land. We four 
Alexander children had a stash of cash from Daddy too had saved s»v»ral 
hundred dollars so we were not ever destitute growing up. Vy rrandmother 
"Yinniford also often said,* Can 1 t never oould, either," when describing 
lazy folks, only the work brittle relatives and friends got respect from her. 
^ou can't miss hat you bave never known," also said my grandmother with 
a twinkle in her eyes. 

nunt ' *cky lived over 8 y«ars longer than grandma* Wlnnif ord ; the mean 
don't die young; they are too ornery to die is what we kids said about great 
k unt Rebecca Alexander and we kids always asked personal motions about 
Just how old Aunt Becky really was and the stock answer was, "None of your 
business.** I even ask her once why she never married and she told me that 
she would tell me when I was old enough to understand; I was twelve when I 
was told that. But after *fcster of 1923, Great Aunt Becky came into the 
room where I *as cleaning kerosene lamps globes and she asked If I had time 
to talk to her. Of course, I did takr * time because she usually did not 
*ant to talk to big kids. Aunt Becky told me thut she did have a fiance who 
was killed in the Civil War; I wks glad that I did stop trlmminr the lamps 
to hear her explanation of all the responses that had once been "none of 
your business" answers to my loud questions *hen she would walk passed my 
prissy little girl waj£ My mother had always scolced me for asking personal 
questions whan she overheard me do that. 

One night a screech ow^woke me up as frequently happened but one night 
when I was ten Aunt Becky was out of her bedroom when the night time banshee 
sounded so I found Aunt **oky outside in the dark going to the bathroom; she 
seldom used the slop Jars or ohamber pots ev*n in cold winter time because 
of having to empty the mess; she was a hardy soul to take that much oold up 
her coattails when the blue norther winds came. 

One night Otosla Sam "Yinniford returned very late from a long enpagesent 
from his violinist Ja-onts. I heard him but thought that a wild Indian had 
come onto the pleoe because I had been hearing old Indian tales earlier so I 
nev*r told soarey stories at night to make my children a airbus wrnk because 
parents do emotional damage by not explaining the difference of story and 
real ity very ca~«fully. 

The only time that I »ver heard parents talk ugly to -ach other was 
over Aunt F«cky. Vy father had served on Jury duty at th* county seat of 
Sulphur Springs and he had contracted a fever from some silly person v&io did 
not have the pood sense to stay at home and not infect the whole county; we 
have to pass laws against folks who do not the common courtesy tc take oare 
of themselves. >ny*ay, my dad was aching and sweating when Aunt *ecky asked 
him how he felt; he turned around to yell that of course he felt bad or worse 
than hell itself. And then my mother told him to shut up and not talk to 
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his poor old aunt like that. Then, Aunt ^ecky made excuses for him Just feeling 
poorly and all and that ahe understood. Aunt Becky oould not stand to see 
him hurt and to be scoulded. My dad did keep Just one bottle of whisky on 
the place to make a toddy. But my mother never dsank th« stuff; she made her 
own fev*r buster out of hot water v;lth red horse llnement tablespoon stirred 
into it with a lemon squeezed ..hen we could g*t a l*»mon which was not oft*n. 
Lemons were not in season very of ton. This was the old recipe from Alabama 
that waa used to cure the cold by making it sweat^the poison out of you but 
you had to go to bed right after drinking the liwe^ent mixture or cocktail 
and that was usually at night to cov»r up with quilts even vtoile sweating. 

Vy mother mixed herbs for colds and oaughs so that make the people in 
Texas think that she had strange powers when that was normal for the old 
South. People baok then used what they had handy such as h*rbs that t«w wild 
in the mountains of the South but Texas has very few wild plants to use, as 
medicine. This is why my mother survived the 1919 flu epidemic; I heard a 
medical doctor say on TV that the flu nev*r killed anycne, just made one feel 
uncomfortable — that was a charlatan doctor to avoid, quack, quack, quack I 
Seems so odd that well educated people know so little so of ton. *he 1919 flu 
l*ft folks with a quivering voice and a slight shaking of the hesd v.hen they 
sp»ak; that quality r-ally added a special tone to the voice when they later 
related old tlmey family tales, especially scarey stories. 

Aunt Tex also had the same tone to her voice from other past flue bouts. 
Aunt Texana Taliaferro Alexander was the wife of John Alexander and the mother 
of P.*v*r*nd Dcotor ^harl*s T. Alexander. Sh* was from Georgia where a county 
Tallferro was nam*d frr h*r family long before she came to frontier Texas. 
Aunt Tex and Uncle John helped riase my daddy because the whole family felt 
sorry for the 11 4 tie boy nev*r having seen his own father so Uncle John had 
gone to the Confederacy battle in the same oom any r^rlment K wi th George 
Dawson .Vinnlford so they felt close because my grandfather George had died 
lat»r of wounds sustained from saving Unole John's life in battle; ell the 
ell time Vinnlford men died young from the hardships su iW **red during time of 
war so wars kill the young men later while the big rich bankers and factory 
owners Just gftt rioher and don't care to take responsibility for killing or 
ruining innocent lives; seems odd today that 4 he historians in th* hisotory 
books blame Hitler and Staling for being responsible for killing millions of 
people when our own big business super rioh do net §et blamed, but God will 
Judge the sup«r rich and make them pay for eternity *ven though no blame has 
b*en i"ut on t.^* American business *st blishment. The ' T nlt~1 States has fought 
more big wars than any nation In th* history of the world so war is bir busings 
tc s*ll -ir.Uions abroad as *ell as keep a little war going to stimulate the 
eoonomy so the Forbes Magazine blr rich can be listed as being more wealthy 
than soa?one else; they have more money than they can spend yet they cheat to 
g*t more Just to be more powerful than the next one. The US Is more corrupt 
today than old King ^earg« III W*r was so we ere worse off being fr*e of 
Snrland today than if M had stayed a part of ^nrland. 

Aunt Tex and Uncle John hod three children; Henry who died young and 
Is burled with Aunt Tex next to my father and mother In Cumby cemetery, * 
daughter Ivey had son Sari Males. Charles T. grew up with my daddy and they 
played together all ov«r the creek bottoms and woods. Charles *« Alexander 
Ml son Saul *M mtirr'.ei 1*19 LOU <;.ltl#J ffcMt ftth^r ..'as .r*sii«nt of 
Seat T*xas State Coll-ge at Comrn'roe; during the 193^ f s Charles ±. went to 
visit the Whitley family but Very Lou and Paul were having troubles that soon 
got them a divorce so the visit was v*ry awkward; also Charles T # was a big 
Bmptist preacher in Dallas and was also considered v*ry important. But ole 
Charles T. always visited b ck at the hoaeplace on almost every major holiday 
to b* w'th his relatives and to be back at the familiar homeslte. ie all 
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loved Charles T. like our own aunts; h<» was mor* than a cousin to us or more 
than kisslnr cousins. Charles T # though did deny his mother Aunt Texena L| 
■any ways; he was ashamed of .Vr 1 norance t»nd country ways; eh^-jould not 
r*ad or write. Put she «*poke well and had grown up around very Hrrbal folks 
so she knew much more than most folks who could r*ad and write; she just did 
not ever see the need to read or write since she -as al /ays around her family 
and son* of then could read ev*r so well. Aunt Tex was a Taliaferreo; her 
family came to Texas from Georgia where a county Is named for h*r family so 
she was not trash or a peasant, "lso Aunt Tex believed that the dead bodies 
would rise from the grave and oceans on Judgement Day to go to glory land; 
Aunt Tex believed every literal word of the Bible that said th* seas would 
give up th a lr dead and ttm dead would rise from the resting place in the graves 
to go to the Nearly Gates; she believed that the dead body Just rested until 
Judgement Day, with the body intbot and like a coma until Gabriel blew his 
horn— a grave site was dug up and when only dust and bones were found she could 
hardly believe it and than said that it must have b«en a savage or an infidel 
for ^od to let the body decay before Judgment Day. 

Aunt Tex visited all the relatives a lot after her husband TTncle John 
Alexander died; she oawe for meals at our house ; she talked a lot to herself 
or so It seemed but nobody ev*r ignored h*r because elders w*re not tc M 
shuf fled back Into th* oornors like today In the wonderful society that folks 
seem to think modern man has created with all the wealth; folks are only really 
interested in what old folks own to leave in a will or to ;et divided up by 
the neighbors who come around to snoop into things (rednecks like to take a 
nemento from the home of a dead person but usually they wont expensive tools 
or some valuable vas* not Just a plate the dead friend ate fro-n; my children 
dcn f t play those -a?i»s 9lnce I taught them well how to deal with m*aly mouthed 
folks). A nyway f *unt Tex wculd <*at her m«al and talk about old tines and then 
she would go sit in the parlor and twi die her thumbs, tfhile running h*r old 
knarled thumbs ovt each other, she would mutter," at Bob's house, the c'rls 
do the dishes. * 3he n*v«r had to wash dishes snyv/h*re she ate but at my dad 
3ob rfinnif ord f s hous* his thr*e daught* 8 did all the cl earning of the table and 
then washed the dishes tc l^t mother and dad visit; never had to demand that 
we do that because it v/as Just our chore or duty so nc v;ords suited. And 
that system must have impressed Aunt ftat« ^ 
Ve had do7ens of folks to dinner on 3unday aft*r church; all of us chlldri 
could bring friends to lunch as folks say today. And all of TT ncle Norve f s 
9 children would descend to *et at our table at a moment 1 s net ice; ny poor 
mother Margaret had to cook and serve them all \tfille th^y felt superior to 
her and they put on airs or made dirs. (Like the time that Sherwin ninniford 
oan* by the houae and saw that s^rinr cleaning .vaa going on with all the 
furniture on the big 30 foot long porches; the family anoestcrljl pictures 
were lesnin arainat the screen door; Sherwin hollered loudly to let him have 
those big fine portraits rather than Juat throw them av,ay like they :.«re about 
to do). Vy nother said not one word but ^ sister Lynna flew out the door like 
a wasp and told him to shut his damn mouth and apolo< 'ze because this was 
spring oleanlng like every year as he knew and nevrr had our family destroyed 
one antique like his brothers and sisters threw things away Just to keep us 
from getting them— this is why my son Robert despises the relatives and gives 
everything to the museum because the rflnnlford kin does not d*s#rve to have 
any antique to feel and touch because they destroy things to g*t even with 




need enemies with rood Christian klnfolks like that(they Just ask God foi 
quiok fix forgiveness so they can get baok to being their mean selves. To knew 
them Is to hate them always said my husband Tocj/L 
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vw Hwrfw out u« w«wa ay cnnarsn v*ry tad; he always wanted to whip 

lynna ^stelle whsn anythinr went wrong with the chllflr-n; I nev-r 1-t h*r oat 
o. my Mtlftful eye btMivi of m-an folks like him. I still believe that he 
hated hey b-caus- she wee dark ocmplexioned like her daddy Tom and not a fair 
sklnn-d ;nd blue eyed pal like me(blrotry arainst iark people and blonds still 
exists so it !s no wonder the* raci sm against negroes and Mexicans certainly 
UPPtM tU the time), rfhen a family treats the dark haired folks badly then 

will thv do to other races. I Just don't tolerate being around any of 
ILr£S^i2^SiVH MOr l: * !2 a rath * r flcwrs in my yard and be 

5™ il ? ? ?u dl * 8# * ven today wh8n 1 »«iao« do r«t a birthday card 

5??h X SlJSK^^L^^JfiFI at + 8i8t * r Luol l^ Q nd decided to slight her 
witn no birthday card. Like I am supposed tx, run *o Lucille so proud that I 
roi a noted card from such hy ocrits, yet they all go to Church and say they 
are golfl to heaven. I don't want to be in heaven with peopl- like that. T 
can choose ay friends but not my relatives. 

.'/hen I vms young, I did not realize how mean eofl treacherous my cousins 
were. I v«s busy growing up so I did not stop to ponder their motlv-s. Put 
when cousin Vamle tflnniford Robertson would not visit my dad when he was so 
sick for several y*ars bedfast before he died, T knew she was shallow and mean. 
Hy dad bought her wedding dress so she could look nice to be no reflection on 
the tfinniford name at s wedding v.nen her own dad did not care enough in 1£15 
to manage for a new dress at her wedding. Ify mother even sewed the vlei^onto 
it. Y*t they could not visit an old ran who was dying and wondered what he 
did to make them mad at him; he Just lived too long and was too much a bother 
to their flippant ways. God must have a long list to read at the Pearly Getes. 
At least my dad has no regreats about doing for them; they let him down at 
*v*ry chance they could get. That broke his h*art since he thought family 
should stick toother at all costs. Ml rcy cousins were Jealous that we owned 
the big house and had so r»ny parties. But all the Winniforde had respect 
and a good life but some Just want everything for themselves, no* to share any 
part of the land or house or fame. 

arguments at the old homeplaoe could really get out of hand; religion and 
politics could nearly ret a fight «!ng. oertalnly fists shook In the face and 
f infers pointed. e finally had a big old baseball bat that was called the 
old sllum ^lub that w* would pick up to shake around and thr*atned to hit 
everybody unless absolute quiet reigned. That bat was given by Charles T # 
Al*sad*sr to «v son Robert In 1939; It was a Mexico Artec drawing full of 
colorful images carved into the wood. Tt was a goon svmbol of the old Piss- 
■llUB Club that old Southern families said they would use on V inralm 
folks in their house, J u»iui*jr 

♦ 3l9 fi ambled that ovr at Norve Vinniford f a house the folks ro 

to the k^thodist V-spers a lot but oth*r neighbors attend the httt «*«rv<c*s 

- -TTT cr Baptist Training n n ion. Aunt Tex found all *hs church e'fJdanei 

v-ry strange because the fr ntl^r had been too dangerous to po so much and 
then the ohurohes were not close. Aunt Tex and Aunt Rebeoha thought that the 
churches had Just become social clubs and a place to show off the'fin* clothes 
that -v-ryone now had, not like the days of lVO f s when most folks wore home 
•ad* buokskin clothing and did sot try to impress other folks. Now, clothes, 
hi? cars and f'n* ,1-welry are the SXpMttd thing to h^ve to make a bi* impres- 
sion. One f s family name and good character do not van v«ry much; the imsgs 
Is what counts. God must now be a rich man since everyone dresses up to go 
worship in his house so ofton to im^r^ss God ?ut the frontier days the folks 
worshipped in their *ork oloth*s and wen* to rest not to impress others since 
everyone had to work hard on thMr frontier homeplace. Folks have come a lc;w 
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nays from the poverty of frontier days to now look wealthy and be so false 
to one another; relatives from the sane family a*e Just about the worst, toe, 
so strri n^ers are no t the only ones out to r a t so:netiinp for nothing from you. 
Today, sisters would most likely not always live topether and help each other 
raise their children ] ike my dad f s mother Sarah and h^r sister *unt 3eoky did. 
*unt Reh^ocah truly loved my dad Bob as much as he did h m r so she did after-fall 
know the deep lo^efcr a child that she never had. *nd my own two children 
feel the sam* way about my two sisters Lynna and Lucille wLo never had any 
children at their own. Robert Just about grieved himself to death *ben his 
"tint lynna died so suddenly; he said that .*unt Lucille and me would be no less 
diff 'cult so love can be a terrible burden to bear when b«reevenent strikes. 
A close family of ccurse has to pay the price. But families will not have 
much prievlnp in the future because so few seem to care for each other, only 
the property and Insurance policy seem to be the bottom line to plve respect 
If materialism sill line their pockets after death. Old folks don f t p«t much 
a*t*ntlon unless they have property to leave and now anti ue furniture has 
become valuable while In the 1950 f s even the nflfH7!n fl 8 ?h owed old things with 
captions a^ this u-ly thlU contrasts with the sleek new deco piece and old 
houses were said to be worth only beinp burned to ^*t rid of their uplln^ss. 
Now, all that has chanped to a demand in the old thlnrs. Put old people are 
not back in vopue to be respeoted and inoluded in things. Just like the only 
real mark of Intelligence is not havinr an 185 I ^ut rather havin^ b<*en ahle 
to be smart enough tc make a $185 million dollars means one is truly intellipert 
so money is the level of respect so I do wss that God is rloh or He had 
better look wealthy for the preachers and big churches to rive him the time 
of day. I have attended three newly organized church c onprepatlons in my long 
life and when tne stained plass windows can b« afforded to replace tlH old 
frosted window panea the plain hard working folks a e lrnored. Takes bip 
pled: es to buy a $30,000 stained glass center piece window so the ri*h members 
fat all the rush-o-rue tactics and bip r-spect if they donate enouph to make 
the place look pradiose. Yet the foundations literally were either built by 
the ugly knarled hands of the first poor members who now are old and uply 
looking in the ritzy looking big church. One oan worship at home much better 
in peace *nd harmony with God who can oome into an humble dwelling to see 
the simple heart. But the rich church masks all the poodneas and kindness that 
a down to earth person can present. I am sick and tired of pushy churchy folks 
saying their bl* new glitzy churches are just full of simple Christian people 
but when I attend everyone acts like millionnal res and don f t have time for 
anyone not about to eat lunch at one of the fine restaurants with them or po 
In a bic car someplace fancy after church; church always seems to be on the 
way to meet someone before rolng on to another really fine plaoe to be seen 
or to show off. I am tired of the dressed fit to kill ^urlstlana or Publicans 
who are all say-so and very* little do— so. Veil, 30 much for my sermon, 

,>unt n ecky did not tolerate preachers comlnr to the homeplace tc convert 
their Bible thumping ways pg^ber; she asked them where their brand of Godly 
rellplon on this pra iri ^<men he r daddy Urbane Alexander died and left all 
of his U children to raise themselves with wild Indiana coming through the 
cabin. The simpla minded religionists said that God ordained their dad f s dea« 
so that she could nature early and take responsible so Atmt ^eckyHlKed them 
personal qu-stlons about why they let their children run wild to sin and then 
spread venereal disease to Innocent '-iris; that shut up their holier-than-thou 
souths for a spell, ^e Haley 1 * comet as ejpirl really gave the preacners foddei 
to scare all the podly folks half to death. The Baptists said God was speaking 
In sipns; the whole state of Texas .«s supposed to drop off the face of the 
-»a-th so klnfolks stayed in Oklahoma or at least headed back up north r«al 
fast lust so as not to tempt fate, y«t they believe in predestination so then 
they could not avoid their fate if they truly believed. The big earth cracks 
in th§ waxy black land abound Greenville was supposed to be the droc ing off 
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point for the destruction of cur world new that Cod **sa sending a oomet or 
darkening of the dayllrht during midday, tfhen th« dayllrht went dark was to 
b a the exact tine of destruction. Put my mother quoat*d scripture about the 
Second Coming not being able to cone yet because the new Israel *as yet to 
be established for the last mlllenlum to begin before the destruction of the 
whole world. Her words were a gr*at crmfort to ay sroll ea*a so I placed a lot 
of faith in her wisdom when nothing happened later on, y*t so many preachers 
had promised destruction upon all the sinners anci they seemed so disappointed 
that th« end of the earth did not happen .Preachers love to te prophets of doom 
and elooa so pr*aon«»rs are not any better than any person who can read the 
Bible; really no need to have a preacher to soe-e folks. th mother co^reoted 
all people who mis^uoated the Bible, especially pr^ach^rs. At Christmas time 
"cthT stood up in Church and seld that no one knew when Jesus w hrist was born 
so we should not worship this December 25 as his birthday and also that no one 
kn«w What Carl St Looked Ilk* so that picture of him with a bea.d is in no way 
tl I son of r *od f s visare. Yet now that picture Is accepted as gospel that Jesus 
looks that way end that he was born on Deoember 25. Christians live a life—lie 
7*10 "spouse that tripe and thus will lie and cheat at anything else they can 
Oil to their advantage so no wonder that our Christian nation now lle9 and 
o heats other nations; the truth Just isn't in most religions that let even a 
snail li« go as truth, like a wq00i> can't b* a little bit pr^rnant so a amall 
whit* lie is as bod as any other kind of lie when th» truth snd hcn*sty Is what 
Christianity It based on. 

My dad n*v*r r*:eated -hat he <*id not know for a fact. He worked too 
hard to spread gossip. And h» made us *ork beside him* Every ohild had a 
ohore from the «arli»st age; farm kidgs ar* too busy v.orVln^ to p*t In very 
nuch mischief but I know lots of bad farm klrs from my own days so bad Is bsd 
when it wants to r*t out of a person. We burned old ropes *very y*er when we 
cl*en*d out the arns so daddy cleaned the barns when the comet craze scared 
folks halp to deat. Daddy v/anted to take our minds off the troubles that the 
elm le minded pr aohTs soared up to control the people by T.*ans of f«ar; seems 
that the AIDS scare Is another radio-TV pr*ach*r soare taotic *o fill the chur* 
pews and to get pl^dres to psy salaries; also Tolio v;as ancth^r scare tactic 
that was God 1 s punishment on the sinful (Fran! in Oelno Foos-velt was supposed 
to hav* b»en punished ..ith polio necause he married his third cousin and also 
beoause he was a nigger lover and also because he had a mistress). Preachers 
love to condemn famous folks and also to interpret reasons for all the bad 
thlnrs so that the simple minded will n^ver try to do anything and ,1ust v/ork 
hard to donate their money to the pr*ach-»ra hair-brained causes. *nywav f we 
o ildren worked by cleaning out the barn; we bxrned old ro;es ar.* then pot 
limber n^cks as tile smoke ^nrulf^d us; the hemp rope was marijuana from Iowa 
fields where it crew wild; no woi^r the availsbility of pot was so easy for 
the flower children generation of the hip. lea in the ^O's. M$ dad sot madder 
than all get- cut when he realized that dope *bs the contents cf the ropes that 
he paid good money for. He was no bigger than a waah in the soap cr a butt-cut 
as his MB mother would say about him, y*t he ..as over 6 foot tall but thin as 
a rail so ttet was why he rot that description from his ~ioth«r. The 193j comet 
was a disappoints^ t;* it did not darkened the skies over the farm erein like 
it did when T was a little plrl *nd the pr*ach*rs this time around did not try 
to scare the dickens out of us all; the preachers •n.lcy soarinr the God fearing 
people almost to death or to sea e the hell out of them, yet Cod is supposed 
to be love and roodness not a m*an 30 p . lad v^en preachers pray they think a 
long prayer is more to God 1 * liking that a short one such as the short Lord's 
prev<=- Ll SOT*!) 0 the point but -i«n timing *v*ryone by name seems to please 
t^a r ni 'r-ionistii their prsyers han* on like a tick on a dog, ne-er to end in 
time to r*t ho-* before the roast burns or the noon traffic on Sunday f>ts tad 
so we n*v-r went to ti* Baptist church on Sunday r.orning because they pray the 
longest. We went at the evening service. Also, Mil weekly Tord f q supper was 
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not made available at the M*thcdist or Baptist churoh so we definitely want 
to the Church of w hrist for the breaking of Bread first and then lat-r would 
attend oti*r demonatlons, even though some ei<j«rs saii we would ro to hell for 
forsaking our own church attendance. 

Dinner was a b1r *v°nt :iny Sunday or any day of I I iMk« On a Sunday, 
we children could bring sny number friends hone »lth us; children of oourse 
ate at a sepa ate table from the main dining room table for the adults; *he 

Le th*re sat a do?en andcould be eniarr«d *oubl« its size with leafs. But 
no MtOhiag chairs beyond the dozen could b* produo«d and VI had only a China 
set for twelve so the plates looked u^ly all mlx*d up but all the older folks 
ate at the first or head table, ^nd a 3unday that v/as a blr occasion would 
have dozens rf fclks. An Easter was really a big turn out because an «aste r 
egg hunt waa always h*ld on the north- est pasture for all age groups; my daddy 
enjoyed hiding eggs. <e all used to boll +fgn end dye them for a week before 
lister and had to put the first batohes in the storm cellar f o keep cool. *'y 
mother had to cook for all the delegation of friends and klnfolks; she had 
scu stews and rice alv^ays handy flus canned v«-etables that could be opened 
and added *o have more than enough food. Mother said that the of the 
automobile really ruined h*r schedule of having enough food ready for any guest 
arriving at dinner time at the old homeplace; dinner was always noon or lunch. 
But supper was no l«ss a blr meal and usually we oooked Just as much when a 
lot of guests arrived because nothing much was left over from dinner. /ell, 
a oar was just u. on the place so fast, only the smell of gasoline in the air 
as the oar »as perked rave a hint of the new a rivals; a horse drawn carriage 
coild be h*erd retting along on the next hilltop and the neighing of the horses 
added to the weaning with time enough to add broth tc the soup and *o open a 
blr *ar of canned pinto *^ens or whatever vegetables — the horses at the mouth 
of the lane a mile away gave more then enough time to add food and also have 
a change of apron to lo^k fresh and r*ady to visit. Dozens of mother's kin 
9lways felt free to dro 4 j in on us from their way from Florence, Alabama to 
Oklahoma cr to California; my mc her missed the old ho^.ejlace back in Alabama 
so mich *hat sh* longed to see them so they took yearly trips and always Just 
came full of news and rood old time stories. Wlnniford Way was the hotel or 
motel for all the family, but then mo^ls a e a new thing after World /ar II 
and hotels w*r ft not such a fine things because of germs and b*d burs. A ll our 
folks were cleen-ss freaks; we are perfectionists. We live high and expect 
the b*st so public places ere a fl lsappolntient .T.uth*r Lendtrcop taught music 
and had students to sing with cake In th* ir ~.outh tc »et tbi b«st t:n*s; he 
was also a barber end a big farmer so he waa ~!ch end also raised the Indian 
;Tinc«ss Lena Rivers (that's how Collins v/iison s cousin got connections to 
f*et lend *hat l c 4 Ms sen Velcom Vila 00 having an oil fortune to leave 
We loom Wilson Junior but now tfelcc-: illsoo TIT La an ell TOgnate and he rides 
on the <*elt Trail rodeo drive to the Houston *at Stock Show in February). We 
havei^l been on at least one of those trail drives; the coll La too s«v*r« 
Uflyi fires «ven though trailers and "innefragoes now accompany the trail drive 
for warm sleeping and nice meals. Everyone Is spoiled b : - tin oomforts of 
modern technology. I still raise ov*r 80 per oent of my vegetables and kill 
beef on the plaoe for my meat; my beds have cotton to 'tresses made from the 
cotton tfrewn on the old homeplace; the feather h-ds are also home grown, v/as 
a job picking the down for the featherb-ds tc repair sparse spots when feather* 
get lost when chanring the ticking. I do winder Just how spoiled the future 
-"^rations 'will be; folks are blooming hot house plants ttot thrive onlv in 
artificial environments. This country could not survive a war on cur soil, 
even the Southerners are too sof t^now in body and soul. Yamcees are so haughtj 
about everything that defaat in Het Nam as a crushing blow that Cod would 
surely not allow their country any kind of defeat; the South knew defeat even 
when being right about the power of States Rights which Ronald Reagan says is 
the true aim of the federal constitution. *eems odd to hear such double talk 



flage 32 The /Inr/xf ord-Taylor-311is-Uindtrocp-Alexander family recordings 



from the v«ry party that destroyed States kfcghts and filled the history text- 
books with the belief that states rights was dead forever and that* no ^outern^r 
could ever again be elected president of the United States — th.t was taught 
in all the schools for decades a? a haughty punishnent by the yankees who are 
not only bad losers but v«ry bad wlnners 9 as well. The republican party of 
big business vested interest destroyed a way of life b^oause the aristocrats^ 
democrats lived on blr estates and pave of their leisure time the benefit of 
their fine education and family heritage; the same is done today in England 
by the old line aristocrats families there. Ethical behavior Is spawn by a 
way of life that is genti£»and leisure so only fine old families with cavalier 
roots will hav* the pride tc do the best Job possible because failure is a 
reflect! on on the family name. Blj businessmen have no CDncern for their 
family nen^; they want ncney only at any risk. Tis no wonder that the 7.3. is 
a hated country most places end the phrase Yankee go home is so common in the 
n«wsm«dla. I feel the sarne way about the polluting big business ventures In 
this country; I wish they would Just go away forever to extinction. But now 
the majority of folks . ork in blr plants so industry that Is controlled by 
Jjht v«s*"d interest ^e utlican party owns the country so folkn need to vote 
f\r Jblloan in or-^r to keep enough prosperity to hav* lobs so that the. super 
rich w«ll not build all their factories out of *he co^intry and thus do away 
with American Jobs. The sup^r rich have to be ketowed an? bowed to just as 
a slave to a master did prior to the olvil war; the hillionneires are like 
old time dukea or masters who expect total agreement fiPtheir own views or 
n lse all-havoc breaks out and petty means of ratting even result. 

Only the rich heard today. *>eing Intelligent means having 1*5 million 
dollars not a 185 I because if you are so smart why aren't you r!oh is the 
slogan in stores now. ,r oney is all that really g«ts repsect because the 
radlO-T? ;>r^achers urre ttet money must be given ~r even Sod will kill Oral 
^ob^rts unless his him 8 million dollars la donated by 1^ te s rinr; God should 
strike him down with lightening for that blas;hemy. All th rt s*e wall prechers 
make me bellev that ^od is taking a long nap; religion is not lnsid* those 
preachers at all. The Bible does not say any of those things for a true 
Christian to aot If anyone can still read well enough to reed the Bible. The 
Cnureh of Christ is the only church that is a true ^ible church and thus does 
not | t into idltioa to tall members how to vote or they rp tc tell] telling 
that only fc.ubl leans can go to heaven and that heaven !s /cVuflcen nmazeS 
me when Ronald Keagon was being rt lected when the fundamentalist pr* iftktM took 
sample voting ballots to church to show how to mark the ballot for straight 
Republican votinr because u od ordained that only ^cnald Reagan and his party 
were the chosen few. 'Veil they became the majority so *h*y nade the national 
debt four times as great and r^ine<? this country forever so Republicans er* 
the devil's child after ell or the true anti-Christ. The history books will 
have a lot of 1 ■ ncranee to display about the 1980 1 s politics that is ell based 
on stunld rreedy people ratting oontrol of this great country In the nan* of 
Go* Jft# Icoae enly devili- T et Kob-rtson is the v,orst of tie lot 

and^e is on my family tree but I know his bigotry for what It is. 

Signing a loyalty oath is an Insult to freedom or a slsp in the face of 
Individual rifhts ct Justice, Republicans talk about freedom a lot and say 
that business must not have my legal restrains yet they want to pass laws 
against almost e V -»ry personal freedom which the super rloh hire lawyers to *et 
thM off scott free In a court of law so true freedom goes to the M*- rloh 
after th* silly unread folks vote away their freedoms that smc 11 minded reeahei 
t#l] *hem how to vote but T guess that ignorant small minded stupid folks 
deserve to l09e th*1 r human rights if they are too dumb to see through the 
m*alv southed religious faneticsibut then thet Is a a e r ublioan way of thinking 
which I h*ar so often. But then my righta are gone forever when the silly 
small minted fundamentalist vot° the way that their preachers say. 

The democratic party is the party of Thrraes Je"f°rson and the oldest in 
the world yet the oof says It is the oldest but Lincoln was their first el«ct^ 
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president on th rt ir party ] latf orm and Jamea *reemont was the fir at person ever 
to run on th^ir party ticket so that la as far baok ae they go. Lies seem to 
be the stock and trade of the Republican party mentality; they know that the 
small minded people do not read or cannot r*sd so the facta will never pet 
known '.veil enough to matter In an election. All their Republican ; rsidenta 
say that they ha ve a secret plan *o solve all tbr Ills when they r«t elected. 
But no detailed methodology Is evr listed before election an^ they after the 
election nothing concrete ever happens; "ixon said that In the I960 1 a and 
then old Governor Bill Elements carta 'nly said It of ton enoufch. The people 
just love to hear such promises from rich people but when a poor boy candidate 
aays he knows some way to solve things all th* folks ee through him because 
the myth of thinking Intelligence and wealth go torether because God only lets 
the good g#t rich and smart. But the rich just steal better than anyone el8e. 

Today, the ability to read and write Is at an oil time low In the history 
of education because we try to t aoh everyone and that cannot be done. A place 
once existed for the functional illiterate or DOmplettlj migrate; on the 
farm v.as nfcere the really atupid or ill It rate could be hidden av^ay such as 
when over 80 per cent of the cc ntry was living La tfct rural areas. The 
chronically *umb ccul \ mark for someone tod than llv* In the sticks where 
their opinions did not really matter but new the vast majority of the populace 
Uvea in the big cities and they hear Just enough TV news to think that they 
really know th* truth so they vote the way blitz campaigns tell them or how 
their preachers Inform them to vote. A Christian should lic+en only to what 
the Pible tells, not to some pr ^acher^ Ood does not talk or speak In tongues 
to any livinr soul; that Is the antl^Qirlst or devil 1 a workshop In action. 
Crazy people h^ar voices and should be loqp) up. 

The low reading ability by high school graduates today rake it easy for 
ohers to control their church members and for pollticans to nt the vote. 
The young ->an f t «ver con^^ iplate their naval much less study their finrernails; 
dullness and Ignorance b«st describes so many yoing folks and the *nost Irnorant 
then taunt and ridicule th« really intelligent child to make everyone as dull 
and sta L* as themselves so we live in th* times of the worst element of soclel 
controlling humanity today. The most knowledge In the history of thw world Is 
finally easily available but fat the fundamentalist and ignorent want to ceaae 
teaching th* full range of information; the truth shall make you free *ven 
when lies and falsehoods are being taught because the truth rises like cream 
on u sour lake of discontent. Total facts being riven in a d'alogue will fln4l 

t know fully so that the truth can de deciphered bv those who can read 
and think rationally. *ut it takes effort to learn to read and write and then 
to think rationally so the current brand of tochers do not knew how to think 
t:iemaelve8 because they are accustomed to being tolk how to act :r think. I 
Llkt children and young people in i -n-ral but I do net any longer babv sit be- 
cauaa parents do not *ar.t their 3.\Il^ren told not to do northing; they let 
the little tykes run wild and destroy property and talk sassy and foul" southed 
to everyone. Poth peronts vork ano do not have the time or Ike Inclination 
to know what their children are doing moat of the time. Parents are missing 
a wonder experience of seeing their children grow from babies to the grown 
adultyhood; takea only twenty years out of th^ir buay lives to take part In 
that rowing proceas. No wonder then that grown children do not want their 
elierly parents around them because they have never really been a part of eaoh 
other 1 s lives; parent* who dc not rive of their time to their young children 
should not expedt old age visitations or even the smallest considerations. 

Children are much more than the hope of the future; children are seldom 
any »li r ferent from their parents example so nothinr ever really ohanges from 
one feneration to the next. v oung people always appear worse tfeao triey really 
are suoh as the youth are In a hurry to have a good time by rush in* to a big 
party or to so-ne far off place when haziness and good times are in oo-'s own 
baok yard If you tike time to look for them. 3ut it tjkes time and patience 
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I h-*d been taurht how to work in th* fields, how to clean a big house and 
how to cook complete meals as well as how to sew. I knew how to ranage my 
money. T had a savings account of *en thousand dollars and 100 head of cows. 
Vy dad n*v«r gav* his children money to spend; he bought all our clothes and 
personal n»eds but no noney handed ovt to poof^off. .'heo I was pas*#4 age 
thr<** , . l 1 IT€ U • 10V t; fc *ed M4 nurture intil i oitf Wl born IC thml N 
children could sell it to have non-y or cash to spend. That took nearly a full 
y*ar to riase a calf for raerket and th*n have the noney so thought twio* 
about spending a m*r* penny when kids today throw pennies av/ay beeaus* they do 
not vant to count all those snail amounts into a dollar. 

Well, I was clos n to make it last. T had chickens to sell. 

And turkeys to Mil* I ^ld let some of ay hel '*fer calves grow Into oo**s to 
then have calves th«mselv s so by th* time I as 13, I hid a 100 cows and 
Just over ten thousand dollars in the savings account in the bank wher* my dad 
kept all his money at the Davenport Bank of c umby. "ether end Dad had a big 
argument ov°r money spent on ne; ..as not a long fuss but mother n*v*r forrot. 
I was h^fty ,-al or a Ruben's tfomen as son? lik* to say so I needed a corsets ^ 
Mother bought a fine corset and even silk stockings since I was a classy dr^sM 
in tt*. os* days, .ell, ray dad threw a fit, not b^oause of th* a-o»int of money 
3 ent but because I nly whores wore silk n ^:c kln~s and co-sets like *hat fancy 
one my mother and I picket out at the millln r • shop. My mother did not rant 
and rav* cr say dirty words like wives do today but she Just said," Bob WlnnlHH 
If you do not know tut difference between your daughter Bill and a whore, then 
I do indeed feel sorry for you — you are dumber than ] thought. ■ She never agaJi 
:*~tUned tn» subject but she never forgot like all of us intelligent Scotsman 
folks Just can't get over an injustice being done to us. My mother from that 
day when I m thirteen in 1919 k*pt h*r own mommy seperte from that in the 
bank; she sold h*n eggs by th« crat" ^nd chilMens by the hundreds and then h*»r 
own cows and cotton crop but she took twenty dollar gold pieces in cash and 
th*n hid them in th^ storm cellar. v oth*r did that from 1919 until the great 
depression hit. 

My money may not sc •and like nuch today but that v;as a fortune buck in 
1924 to have ten thousand in cosh in the bank. I bought a Ford flivver auto 
for my boyfriend Thomas Melton Taylor to drive to see me since he did not have 
a car of his cwn and h<» had a mother to support on his fiv* dollar a day salary 
as a railroad swl*cnman. The Ford had rolled up eis^nglass flaps and a canvass 
top *nd it cost ?245. I k^pt the car in t§ name of course. And then the next 
mt aft-»r we were married, we p5cke* out a house on w hurch Street tc buy; It 
*bs a Victorian house or so called now with tall ceilings end four b*droome; 
it cost $950. It took ^1,050 tc furnish and repair the place so for *2,000 
we had a fine horn* all paid for and furnished and in porfOOt condition. 'That 
house would cost ov*r t250 f 000 today to furnish *nd hav* in f!n* condition. 
Th*n f in th* rinp we went t: ^' Ten-lfarous wh*r* I saw a lovely fur coat 
that T bought. It cost 4 ,00 30 I rot it and then Tom Taylor fuss rt ^ or '-roused 
all the ..ay home that the coat cost .-iore than mj car did so my recollections 
todav would mean that the coat would cost *35,000 in relation to a n*w full 
siz*d car. I n*v*r forgot the harsh words said to me about that coat which was 
bought with my own money and we still had ov*r ' 7,000 ~ash In the bank with 
more money cominr in because T hired someone to feed my cows on the leased 
pastuer land n*ar our pluce. That fur coat of course seemed ex ensive or that 
I was spending money like a drunk Indian as Tom said but we were not broke or 
without work yet. I still wish he wmre around to *alk about that ^x. ensive 
fur coat, «ven aft*r 58 y*a:s of marriage he thOU it that fur coat was a bi^ 
expense. He n*v-r begrudged me anything expect that fur coat w^iich I bought 
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y*ar for another n*w one; he anted to huve a new car every year I guess. 
Tom did trade it *lth his own money aakin the difference from his pmy check. 
Tom was never a macho-proud man who lauded it over me because he knew that I 
?:xse him to marry over all the ether men in the oounty; T was even enraged 
to marry another man when I officially met Tern Ta* lor. Torn realized *a:*lyon 
that I vaa a hard orking pal with my own money anl could have married any 
nan in the world that I anted; I even won a beauty c:nt<*st sc all the guys 
were running after me. But T was nc fluimy. Tom Taylor's ni*oe Elsie Taylor 
m s unpaged to my brother Sverette Winniford so on ^ster Sunday of 1924, Tom 
was visiting his brotivr Till Taylor; they had a picture of me with 3lsie so 
Tom saw it and said he would marry me. They all laughed because I was already 
officially engaged wi th a Mr diamond ring from Tern Drake who was twice my 
age of 17; Tom Drake owned land and was a very hard working success like my 
daddy. But when Tom Taylor entered the house with his brother, I thought he 
was his nephew tfeldon Taylor at first but soon realized tfei difference; I 
♦ ook my rinr off mi pat it in a drawer when I saw Torn Taylor ent«r the room. 
I also knew that I v«nted to marry that man. T then went with him to hunt 
faster eg*s and to show him ov»r the place; all the 22 outbuildings here at 
Winniford Way home place took time to see. My brother Bverette and Slse were 
richt th^re with us almost as chaperons who n^^M o 'lapercning by us. D ut 
I was raised to be a rood rlrl so it never occu r°d to me to do anything evil 
because ft od was always watching and recording every act for Judgment day so 
I knew sooner or later any immoral act would have to be answered for. I did 
not intend to ret Tom Taylor married by hook or crook; I knew that ay charms 
of natural beauty, nc elaborate make-up or Jewelry end exotic clothing would 
be necessary to r*t the man who would be the rood father to my ohlldren. The 
perfect man would want me in the same honorable way that I wanted him so T did 
not worry about that, no need to use devious tricks and guile cr to a tease. 
The beat in life always came my way so I had no reason to doubt that any less 
than the perfect man would be mine. 

V/hile we hunted Baster e R p S which were dyed hard-boiled hen Tom 
found a multicolored e g under a can but under another can ^lsle and ^verette 
found a snake. Tom always said that he found an an^el with his egg f meaning 
me, while Blsie and 1.0. found a snake or whatever that symbol meant. That 
always rankled them tut ^lsie always said that Tom was h^r favorite uncle. 

Tom ^as railroading out of Houston because he knew all the railroad 
ma gna v88 wno x x v e Q xn uii-^r - xs o ora * r a x x r ^ c <-j r s ^ reenv xxxe wa s a c en ^ r a x 
ooint fcr railroads to meeet and then ^o Vest or down South to Houston or back 
& ast tc^ard St. Louis. Missouri so e V en Hettie Green came through Commerce a 
lot; Jay Gould came through when Tom was a kid; Tom had the gift of gap for 
everyone. Tom told wild entertaining stories that everyone wanted to hear 
such ss tall tales about his Uncle Sco'ty from Scotland wh^ came to see the 
United States; the rioh uncle was very stingy so instead of hiding a train, 
he walked out across the desert tc better see the landscape. Tom was with 
this mythical man so in the niddle of the desert the old uncle stopped to 
check the timepiece of a gold watch against the noon day sun; when pullinr the 
watch out f a penny fell from the old man f s pocket; the uncle Jumped around to 
retrieve the one cent so he began to sift through the sand and then to dig 
filth both hands to find that enny. The old man dug until he found that penny 
and today that deep hole Is called Grand Canyon. Thus, my Tom had tall tales 
to entertain all day; I finally got tired of heading them and even little 
lynna ^stelle begged me to keep her daddy from starting to tell her boyfriends 
thosetall tales because the boys wo ild then not tske her to the movies but 



only I j going on 17; all the men were off to the war to end all a-s. *ut 
Ton Taylor looked much older than his years; he had worked as a call boy when 
he was ten years old; back then the t*rm call boy meant a boy did the Job not 
a prow san like now fcr men to call on the telephone to line up the work crew. 
Tom earned 9 dollars a icnth to call men f o the train crews by the afternoons 
when he got out of school. Tom also delivered grcc*ries aft*r school fcr a 
nlckle and °ometl;n£s a dime to the hemes on silk stocking row or old Bonham 
Street In Commerce. Tom had a thousand dollars saved in the bank when h» was 
twenty one y°ars old in 1921; he ha<* a nice \vardrobe that made him a spiff y 

ng man* Tom's brother Dude nev*r looker! v a ry special end penbl°d all his 
money as fast as he pot It so that their mother could not depend on a dine from 
"ude but Tom paid all th* bills and bourht his mcth*r things plus haying fine 
suits and shoes an^ ties with hankerchiefs to lock like a MtttlMNN And still 
Tom had a savings account. Dude was rough as a boot and liked that description. 
Dude married a part Indian ^thel Evans; they were all rough as 8 toot so they 
got tjlorif just fine end d*aerved each other. Just like I deserved the refined 
Ton Taylor. 

I never worried about Tom Taylor running around on me like Ethel -vans 
Taylor later said that she had to spend lots of money fitting p^rmanents and 
n*w clothes so th8t IXide would not run off. 'Wiere was much more to ae than 
beauty parlor haircuts and permanent .aves. Deep mutual love was what bound 
us together* Tom told my son Robert that he never was impressed by the big 
house eall* ; :* aifcord Way because he though about his lovely sweetheart called 
Adgle--*hat was me; he sailed ne Adgle for ^lla. He loved my laugh and good 
cocking more than a bir house full of antiques. 

Tom did get fat and waa not so deaerable for the women later on but we 
did not care # Vy Tom was the handsomest man In the world *hen I married him. 
I married the best rnan in the world at the time. I always ran the bath v.ater 
for Tom and put his clothes on the stool; Tom never knew where his underwear 
and socks were in the bedroom chest of drawers so h* could nev*r have run off 
from me and been able to find his clothes to take or *hat as at least what 
Tom always told his folks when ^thel said Dude would run off > ! th another 
wonsn. ^thel was a Seventh Day Adventlst preacher; she was the biggest woman 
in town; must have weighed five hundred pounds if an ounce snd Dude was thin 
as a rail. She could have pounded him into dust with the fleok of her wrist, 
^thel was Jovial and fun to be around. Sh« vjb* sick a lot and In the b«d most 
of the time when we went around her; she said having kids did that to her but 
I said being in b*d sc much gave ideals for having all those kids in the first 
place. 

Sex is for procreation not recreation. Takes too muoh energy wasted to 
fool around for sex so much; I had rather have a beautiful flwer garden and 
a vegetable garden as well as a cl«an house; ?th«l f 3 house was a disaster area 
and filthy as a city dump. I ^on f t see how hSS children survived all that 
dirt; Just after I was soon married, ^thel was 111 and the children wtere all 
fars*d out to the family to care for; I would not take 8 child to cur house 
because I would have cleaned it u^ an! it would have died from being clean. 
But I did cook food to take in and did the laundry to take bock. Ethel had 
several sisters as filthy as she was to take care cf the chllcren the same way 
all the *Jvans were raised so I did not v-ant them saying that I killed their 
baby if something happened while I took charge. Vy family is clean so I knew 
how to do •verythinf right, not half-assed like them. I v.ould n*v°r had allows 
Tom to b* scummy like that; he didn't want to bey so brothers can really be very 
different 9 Just like my ^ncle Tom Landtroop was M so stingy and miserable to 
be born Into an aristocratic family with good m*ans. Poverty is one thing 
till a person works to get out cf it but one can always be cl*an ev*n In r8gs. 
Filth is no <*xouse except laziness; they were Just too lazy to scratch where 
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So mny folks nowadays vrant to be insulting; it is fashionable to be 
111 i»nn*r«d Bad hateful* that kindness m<*ans a person is simple nlnded. 

The village idiot smiles a lot so to look sour snd be rruff indicates a smart 
person. In fact, the more college decrees a person, the more hateful they are; 
i : 11^ •» ^dUMtittB Mtai tlBt fOU &OQ f t :i&v» tO M OiOe MtlBf SBf LOOgeff < 
I Ju3t hop* that Robert does not act hateful but he has a rrcvel full of the 
bad things that educated peple do to eaoh other; teachers are a ph n tto cf 
meaness enfl Jealousy toward »ech oth*r. But I k*ep r«tting side tracked on 
ay chronological account of my autob' c.-ra- hy • 

T do want to live long enough to see Justice done to all the pseudo folks 
5n this world. Tike all the lies put out by Vaehington, D # C # and Ronald Reagan 
saying he does not know about the weaprony sales disgusts M that for Is can 
believe the president do^s not know anything. I wish the old tin* pollticans 
were around like Adlai Stevenson who was a rood ambassador to the so it Is 
a shame his : I ^ay dc«s not have clout. Truth do*s not matter much anymore 
to folks; they can't rad on a level ~ood enough to seek information or even 
to remember facts, ^ven preachers can misquote the Bible and no parishners 
correct them* Some preachers like to have a harem of women in their Bible 
study classes to sleep around with (sinning with a man of Cod does net seen 
as bad ss carrying on with a bum to some would-be ladles). My Cousin Robert 
1511 ia would not put-up with lax ethical values around him; he spok* out and 
rectified it by challenging the pr°achers to a public debate, som^ti^s *v*n 
on TV. Smell towns don't put up with untruths or at least they once did not 
allow liars to be respected in high places. Cousin Robert even pave TV confer- 
ences on his ideas about the ruby red grapefruit market in Brounsvllle, Texas; 
he was a rich landowner and citrus grower so he was listened to since wealth 
Indicates intelligence in America but he wa a Church of ^hrist elder and did 
not allow a lie to go unchecked publically or privately. 

Well, Coisln Robert ^llis died not long after my mother in 1959. life 
seems to be measured in terms of \-*i*n the loved ones of yours died, especially 
when one gets well ov*r the age of 50 because all the old*r loved-on*s die-. 
Cou8*n Robert Ullis told me that he f«lt closser to Varrle Lundtroop Afinniford 
who was ay mother than to anyone since his own father Vi*d. Thst is why he 
continued to visit ev«ry Fall on his way to the citrus orchards of his near 
Harl*nren and Brownsville, Texas. 

The ^llis family Is vry close kn*t and dutiful to defend the honor of 
all our kinsmen. And the Scots roots make us proud also and the stingy nature 
of Cousin Robert Tills mad* him able to out Jew a Jew in being frural. He 
could save a dine when no one else could. Robert ?llls rode th^ bus and dr«ss4 
In overalls on trips from Flar*noe, Alabama every y*ar so no one would know 
he hod millions of dollars. His father Henry v llis bourht-out al\ the kin who 
came to Texas in 1589 so Robert owned the old Bills plantation. G ousin 
Kcb*rt ^llie cot Ms two younger dsughters married off to high society «nd big 
wage earners; th* two girls were pretty; on*» son in law was a ba :k*r and the 
ottpr was a lawyer so the new sms-in-law accessed that TT.S. Savings bon36 
would be a good investment rift ^or the new grandchildren, bit unheard of 
£all or nerve made Robert lllil mad «v~nthough h^ believed in bank accounts 
for young children. An ^llis does net **nt to be diotated to. But one year, 

r -t li!s v/aa at our hcreplace; he rot a tel^rram that his eldest daughter 
had suddenly got married. Robert Sills hurridly .-nt to Cornmerce town to 
«ke-out his new will l^avinr only one dollar to his daughter in case he got 
killed on a bus going bsok to r'lor^nce, Alabama. a e almost took a train back 
but a bus came earlier so he took the first pi-ce of transportation back that 
• As ay. l^ter *0 UWRMd t * ttiol StorjJ MtfM that the m-t*r reader 
at the old Bills plantation out on *he edge of 'lor*nce, Alabama came by at 
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learned how to farm ani best of all learned hm to put up with a cantankerous 
Robert *llls. Finally, all the land was deeded t 0 that aughter after two 
ohlldren were bcrn; Robert ^llis preferred that son-in-law to the other two 
fortune hunters. 

The ^llis family was full of characters; Gr*et f'ncle Jla tills was the 
reason that the Hills-La ad troop-Mis on kinfolks went West; he had IS. So ©any 
folks had tuberculous because of woo<* burning stoves that put off a pas even 
though the smokes goes up the flu. ^ven Gladys Butler Armstrong Cash had TB 
and went to a sanatorium for the cure that did wcrk out for her; she had ribs 
removed and we used to bake her letter In the oven before opeing th* envelope 
because of killing any possible germs; we loved h*r too much *o tell h*r that, 
plus she Is so curious p*oullar that she v.ould nev*r have spoken to any of us 
If she had knovm that pertloular faot. u y sister Lucille Is Just as peculiar 
as Gladys abcut things. Gladys says she does not ever remember s«e!nf Cousin 
Robert ^11 is and yet he was at house when great-grandoaw dled f all the 
Landtroop kin cane. And her dad lived not far away and Charley Butler was 
a bir family man; he was blr on being abound when needed for deaths. 

The Si Ms and Tandtroop family would disagree Just to show their true 
independence about thiys; that's why *he old plss-ellum club wse mentioned 
so of ton and then we all u*e* the symbol of the baseball bat from Wexioo that 
wee so colorful a« the symbolic way to break up an argument that is a moct or 
never ending grousinr: religion and politics provided the unending discussions. 

The whole family had a dry sense of humor about things that could not 
be chanrad or ever resolved. Uncle Norve tfinniford was a Jolly man but he 
had e dry wit, «s >ecially In public or on l*ral matte P s. A good example was 
when h!s dead wif e f s Lula Aflggs Winniford family had a lepal bout over at 
Tferis, Texas. Lula Wiggs 1 s mother had b*«n a Lane and her father was a medical 
doctor who had a lot of property and money or so they all ssid. Put a lawsuit 
resulted ov°r the property of the dead Doctor Lane to the point that a big 
lawyer from Dallas was hired by one branch of the family to legally decide 
the property division for the other family memh^rs. "ncle Norve *inniford had 
always been a businessman himself around Cumby or eld p lack J^ck ^rcve when 
he delivered mall on the star route line for us and he had clerked in stores 
for Bob Harris in Cumby. v/ell, when the court case in Paris got going great 
gunes, everytims that Unole Norve described the property, the big attorney 
from Dallas (and folks a ound those pats pronounced Dallas as Dellias) Jumped 
up and proclaimed thst hearsay was wnat Torve Wlnnlford was relating. After 
two days of that kind of objection, Uncle **orve on the thlri lay would not say 
a word even when on the bench under questioning. Finally, the lawyer said that 
Narve would be in center t of court if he did not respond so Uncle Norve then 
said, "Do you mean me v*ien jrou addressed Norve '/inniford as a name toward me; 
T have only been told all my life that my name was Norve Wlnnlford so that Is 
certainly hearsay so everything in this world that I know could be called 
hearsay, even the meaning of words to describe what I am now telling you." 
After that, no more objections to Intimidate with word hearsay was admissable 
into court. 'Hie dry humor made the point much b*tt*r than arguing. I *rew-up 
on this kind of behavior. 

m om T a* lor also rr ^w-up using Ironical wit; as a boy deliver! nr groceries 
he had a code word usage that when he was angry at PTC*rn-up, he ..©uld call 
them lady or gentkeman and that really mean a sorry son of a bisoult eater. 
Tom and TSarl Feath*rstone had codes like that to vent their anger rather than 
vandalizing and retting into legal troubles. But Tom once got into trouble 
with his tongue when he cussed out a fellow playmate; Tom had gotten a big 
lonr s 1 inter from tte typical oak flooring on houses long ago; he was bare 
footed and a Ion- splinter the length of his foot entered the big toe and 
r*mm nut. the heel: the splinter was picket out at the ends but the mid section 
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Tom sc - earned bloody -»ur^er ar* then cussed and cursed the friend or ex-frllend. 
D ut the Might Of f he 11* tie fat boy falling on that swollen foot that really 
would have soon killed Ton hud all the stuffing mashed out of the sore; puss 
and corruption shot out of the sore foot and leg; even the old splinter of 
oak wood shot out of (fee sore* The doctor later examined all "the slimy mess 
and the splinter did ret stashed out so Tom had to apologize to the fat boy* 
Tom owed his llf* to that blundering kitf.so blunder-pusses do have a place 
In this world, after all. Tom a couple of years later nearly rot Ms blr to* 
on ills left foot mashed off; a cold drink bottle fell on It 9nd mashed it flat 
so the toe nail finally cane off but It rrew back crorke<* and was always black 
jnd r en colOMd to lcc: 1C filthy iSfl USfl&ttlAf; ! tr. trim tom* I tOi 

nails //hen he was sick for o ye^ra before he died at ape 82. T loved him so 
I did not mind; old tlmey bottles user* to be v*ry thick and heavy v.hen empty 
so .full one of them weighed a ton It seemed. Tom had a lot of accidents when 
he tot a child. He even set fire to their house flavin? *ith matches; the 
fire burned up everything that his mother had Inherited from h«r old plantation 
so the family relics loss v.as always blamed on Tom. Ida or Ider as Ton's dad 
called Ida Salmon Taylor blamed Tom for the reason the Taylor* in Commerce had 
nc fine heritage of antiques like the Jfinnlford family had. But back in 
..'Innsbcro the Taylor family still owned Cherry Wood plantation with all its 
8 lendor which ^eor; # e Taylor did not inherit; h^ only had his old Iron bed that 
is worth a fortun* jecordir.,-- u antique aff ic tandoes. Th* b"d that old 3-M 
Taylor died on in 1362 and the same mitf^HT that George Taylor ^as then born 
on with the body of his father being pickled in a big barrel and brought back 
to Chrry Vooi plantation out from lnnebora for burial. Both mj father and 
my husband's father did not have a llvinr dad to raise then or ^r^ar^them as 
I was teurht to nay in elegant oompany. Tom anfl I had a lot in common besides 
our oavalier family roots. Vammie or Laura ^stelle Sullivan Taylor .vas the one* 
who inherited a lot of t itnrs from h*r old plantation homestead named Cressla^f 
r.»* innsboro or next door to the old Taylor rl*c«; her father was a medical 
doctor rtio died durlnr the WefHtotween -The-fltates and he owned thr«e bip old 
houses so the family had a lot of ttntlqUM or relics to divide; Savior 
was reared by h*r na ro Tiamma Ttorsrbn who llv*d everywhere she did --that's my 
baby% is v/hat Ne re °u *-en always said about viss Laura and Ten. Tom had very 
red checks, jm»t Like roo«i * v .ad been painted on then. Only when Tom rot 
emphysema did the medical doctor say that the red checks were a slrn that he 
had a lung condition, but Tom lived to be almost 82 and sacked pipe and 
clrarettes like a ST.oke stack. Thus, the Taylor family has a congenital lung 
condition cr breathln* disorder because many of them have that coloration plus 
they have kidney stones cr kidney rrbvel t:ut the hard wat*r at Commerce testes 
like soap suds strained so that may be th° r ason for that kidney problem. 

Tom Taylor and I rot married on Decenfcer 13, 1924 at my cous'n ^eulah 
tiflnnlford ?enton f s home in Greenville, Texas. »r husband was Henrv ^enton who 
was a brother to ^llis Benton wl cse wife was t'att ilson T^r. ton; Vatt was a 
ooualn to my mother Peulah was a cousin to ma as her father was Norve Wlnnlfoi 
who wa3 my unclet. We sent out for ial printed wedding announcements. Uf mother 
and father did net attend the wedding nor did they attend any weddings of thelj 
children aver because they did not consider a wedding worth making a bie ado 
over but they did want us to r»t married lonp before having children. They 
Just did not consider that a blr celebrat'en time because vulvar Jckes so of tot 
got cracked and that was crass; one Just quietly rot married and then went 
fcbout the business without a blr show(my son Robert and Mary Buffinrtoo had a 
fancy churoh weddtnr that was the event of the season In Jfcly of 1960 so the 
social *iirl is net worth the money or the exhausting energy >. I had a big 



Pape LO Taylcr-Wlnnlf ord-land 



UO Ttaylor-tfin-.lford-Landtroop-^llls-Alexander family reoordiops 

Ida Salnon Tbylor ran over 15 tl:a?s or more a day Just to see us or so I 
thought for years until a lot of family things happened In Jealousy about our 
children. Ida % 1ust ran over to overhear something said that she could use 
lete-on. Ida was always looking for the bad side of huraan nature to pcsslp 
about; Ida ^ld not like to relate the rood things, only the nerative things. 
Ida was * orony with Mrs. Pool who was a bl^ rosslp.I rot tired cf Just looking 
up and seeinp Ida insid* so we moved on Church Street behind the post offioe; 
I bought the place In 1925 wh*re T.ynna was bom; "-he old Lis ton house was 
next door. ^*al .1*el ousy started when we n*wlv weds owned our own house and 
fill Ta; lor and Ida nV not own 9 plaoe; '.711 Taylor had wanted to buy a house 
:nany years before but Ida had the idea that will Tavlor would 1u*t have a nice 
honw t. t she wcr^^d ha **d to ljcv for on^ l°uve for hlrc to enlov ith sncth a r • 
vo*"B n ' no e she was dead sod rone Ida did die first ai*ter jO years of ^ia rriar e 

after she died, but man used to Ail In B Lid birth Ion? before the husband. 
±hey had U children; -Isle first and then 3 sons on* year aft*r the oth*r. 
Will and Ida finally bought a house on J>rnU*en Street in the Hearth *ard but 
net till the 1930 f s. 

Ids was v*ry Jealous when Tom and I bought a a car In 1927; we then bought 
a new Pontiac In Sprlnp of 1929 far '400 with a heater and Jfoll rlass like 
the oth^r one but this one was a color other than black, a maroon color. To* 
spilled paint on the tr'ink ar«a and ruined it, *ven v, 1th a touch— up, the spot 
showed; the 1927 ^ontiac cost #395. That 1927 car had an automatic started that 
worked good and also had wind8hield wipers; 'Pontiao au*os had experimental 
improvements several yeara before things became standard back then so the emltkd 
Pontlao was a preferred car tc buy artf thus be a few y«ars ahead of nicltrarT 55 
I was a rich man f s girl so no one was too surprised that we had nice things, 
and my own bank account provided a lot of the pood life since my Tom had a 
fine work In r man's job paying five dollars a day. Mi had to po to Greenville 
to ret the car; Greenville is "he oounty seat of TTunt county that Commerce 
Is in. 

Vy brother ^verette nnnlford married ?lsie Taylor in Warofc of 1925 so 
they became the n n wly weds but fvorettt did not have a bank account; he had 
■ftftt his money on dating girls as fast as he aade it; my daddy had piven him 
8 new car on his 21st birthday for not smoking or drinking alohol; he was born 
in 1903 and tilt car looked like a buggy or stage coeoh d thout horses but with 
a noisy notor. Vy.own dad had a car bought just after World ,\fer I; it cost 
^360, no windshield ?nd top not assembled so all that had to be bour,ht and 
paid to have Installed yt Bob Harris hardware store in Cumby; this flivv°r ?ord 
was n*v*r drlvefl by *ny daddy; h* let the boys drive and he walked to tewn. 
Ve still used th« old buggy in 1919 until the horses get spooked and ran off 
drsgp'n it upside-down, ^own the road frr/n the house. Daddy rt eirefl Lt but 
it nev*r looked rood a^ter that. Loolili usually rot inside the waiting buggy 
until everyone cane, bJ* fleas bite the horses so *h*y bolted. Lucille v.as not 
in the buggy that day. Our house at the back atood three feet on high pillars 
because of a slope of the land so we could -et all dressed in lonr dresses 
and then ro outside ontr the Ion? porch or E*ll#rj and th*n Just step across 
into the weeon or buggy and then never ^*t our dr^saes dirty or wr'nkled before 
getting into .our carriage. Sometimes, we stood u:ri<-ht until arrivinr 8t a 
f,jrty so th**Tour dr°ss«s wo lid not be wrinkled before actually *tt<n*' to the 
,arty; starched dresses w«re difficult to keep fresh loo^ina i ur* nr hot weather 
so we had the |dvyn* ; ' of* houae^ilgh off ;nd "d^mm^ihe wheels of a 

carriage oould^rrt^andljw dresses. Heally required hard Ironing to 

k^ap oneself looking fresh and clean jut I l«ern d younr to take ca-e of my 
own warddrobe; all of us girls did our own laundry. Tittle Tucllle used to 
cfcanre olothes three or four times a day during the summer Ju^t to stay fresh 
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Tucllle was Ilk** a little sister to all the oommunity; she was the youngeat 
of our family and also the last child for many years In th* whole Ainnlford 
family; Tucllle would g*t Pressed up and o vlsitinr to all the ho '3*s slong 
the road. Tjucllle changed clothes for each place she visited until she rot 
bl< enough to do her own laundry and ironing. »ash day was heating the water 
in hupe wbsh pots and filllnr the lar^e number 3 tubs; we had to watoh the 
rinse *at»r because the hound dogs would Jump In to cool off on a hot day; 
the fl*a9 would foat to the top; sometimes the dogs would flrht to stay in the 
water snd thus get dirty ell the clothes already washed. Then, a pen of starch 
nad to b* r*ady to rinse the dollies end shirts and dresses; Ironing all that 
starched laundry was the really big task. I learned tr work early in life be- 
cause I was a fie sty kid and full of energy so-iruch-so that I would hang on 
^v^rybody 1 s tired l'egs and aima wanting to play or cut-up so. my 3ad started me 
to having ohorea and Jobs along with ly older brothers so that I too would be 
tired and want to rest rather than play so at age three I b*f»en v. or king in 
th* cow lots and fields even. I *«s a good hand by age 9\ I could cook v*ry 
well at age 12 to help my mother; I *as the middle child of five and thus the 
oldest daughter; Horace was born in 1901, 3ver*tte in 1903 and me in 1906 and 
Lynna in 1909 and T.uollle In 1915# So much happened in 1915; Mamie v/innlford 
Robertson got married that year and for some reason does not remember that 
Lucille *bs also born that year when folks ask h*r tc find out about Clle f s 
age(Lucllle is a*? bnd as old Aunt Becky not to tell her are to anyone, yet 
she looks much younger with h*r ^e*k oliv* complect Ion and dark eyes that makes 
h*r look exactly like my mother at the same age In life). The Winnlfords treate 
my mother so hateful that they d*serv« to p*W* to look at the cloned face of 
my mother ev-»rytiie they see Lucille .tinnlford. //hen Lucille do*s not like a 
relative, she Just says they are not kin to h*r f even though th*lr name Is 
♦Vlnniford and spelled exactly the same way# She has a firm way of ahutlng up 
folks. 

Mamie ''lnnlford ?.cb*rtaon lived on the old Hull place cr Pox land; several 
sections of land around us had belonged to the Box family who 'would not donate 
roadway in frontier times so my grandmother had to ^lve all the rlrht of way. 
.'ell, my cousin ^eulah v/innlford Penton f « daughter Velna ^lizeb*th married a 
3ox who taught at the college in Commerce and then now live in Partl^sVllle 

'eihoma; my second cousin Matt •ilson Benton had a daughter ^raa who was 
blind and married a Pox— both sides of my family wrre kin to the Pox family. 
Dale Ponton was a brother to "rma; Dale Ponton married Anna Ruth bishop and 
her mother v#aa *ffie Clayton Biahop who lived with her own mother v innie 
Tarrant Clayton Vinniford on the family homestead; Aunt Vinnie was married to 
^y uncle Norve tfinniford whe was the father of Beulah and grandfsth-r to Veima 
Elizabeth Pentcn Pox. A son ^\trray Zllis ronton was born on Halloween In 1933 
to Anna Ruth and Dale n enton; they got a divorce b«for* or Id v/er TI when Dale 
married Varparet of England *o brinr her back to birth their daurht»r Donna w c 

9t tome somewhere along the v.ay. Anna Ruth Piahop had a sls'er ''urray 
Katerlne Bishop who married Tubby Clayton and Tubby was a cc sin to Lawrence 
Clayton who married Donnle .Vitcher; Donnie ditcher had a sister Stella ditcher 
Winnlford who married Sherwin einnifcrd who was a son of Norve Winnifcrd. And 
the fitcher family was three tlm^s kin to th* "Inniford family because Neita 
ditcher who was a sister to Donnie and Stella th*n married Daryl MbRae uiiose 
roth^r was P*ssie .Vlnniford ffcRae and h^r father was Nerve vinniford. TtiB 
. itcher family owned land a mile or so north cf our homeplaoe so w* were all 
of *he same socio-economic class as .veil as descended from cavalier stock or 
pedigreed stock with heraldry byok to the old country via Virginia. Our family 
attracted "high-toned-folks-of -qua" ! ty like ourselves; we were hard working 
landowners with prosperous hom*a plus good reputations along with the honor 
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the Republio of ^exas iaya plus Mrs. Urbane Al^xen^r :«*n Mary Drennaa 

of 3prinrfield f Illinois and thus knew Abe T Inooln well and then was an aunt 
to Adlai ^>t#»venson I whose aether was Sarah Drenaan Stevenson. And we had the 
ch°rrv //ood Jewelry boxes ?iade from the timbers of the old Orennan home place 
In 3 rinrfield, Illinois; the dove-tail boxes were made by Adlai 3teveneon and 
John Al«xond^r his cousin; three were made: two for the dau?ht«rs of Urbane 
.lexender bacic in Texas and one for the Stevensons. All our oral history used 
to *"t stated and re-stated aroiur the winter fires on rainy days when all of 
us had *o stay oouped-up. <vlso f the sultry lazy nights in summer had us 8ll 
on the porches talking 8 bout teles frcr the frontier Jays or back in Virginia 
and whatever came to mind about the oral history. v y family is a talkative 
rroup of folks. Stella "itch^r 1 © i^d had a family of four v/hen his first wife 
died and a farm so he married a widow with four children and a 'arm so then 
lilt s*ccnd wife had four children and they bought a third farm tc f *th*r; that 
gave an e.ual aannat of land to *ach set of children from their actual father. 
A hired hand .orke-? Mie "Itcher land at time of .Vorlci "a • IT; he was only 
called Frank but when he ?ot old and had no place to po he was no lonper kept 
on the place and lots of folks thought that was mean so it was rood finally 
that social security benefits could cover someone like v rank whe coiid not 
work at a rood enough payinr Job to enable him to save fo # r an old ape(the 
folks today whe say that the poor are that way because they squandered their 
payoheoka rather than making investments are just like Varie Antoinnette who 
said the poor could eat cake when they p>ot hungry because the nobility always 
had sweet breads to ^at as snacks so why not have food in the house 1). The 
wealthy today in America ha9 become the Maria Antoinnette embodiment without 
true intelligence, onlv selfish Freed. And God will destroy the greedy Just 
as 'h* stcrnlng of the Bastille led to the destruction of the royalty of preedj 
France; AMriM Ifl iMtdtBt and f ill of class division base: only on money. 

As bad as slavery was, the plantation system viae, a way of life. The noble 
class or aristoc -at had the reputation of his farrily name to u.-hold to treat 
folks decent and especially to oare for slaves in a humane v;ay(why 9 today, 
the fundamentalist churches declare that hunane thill ing is heresy so folks 
dc nrt have to be nice to anyone not a member of th«ir brand X r^lir'on — tis 
a sin when the anti-Christ churches rise to power and impose their vieus on 
the once free T T .s. cf A.). Separation of church of state is a wise precedent 
thut our for«b«ars -x^rienced first hand Just like we ar p today in the 
lW^. *ut a way of life that rural or plantation living provided is ty_ 'caj. 
of the British aristocracy to this day; all the preat houses of Britain have 
lerre oountry estates 1th people workln the land and the houses their 
dailv chores, not some hairbrained industrialist trvinp to h^ve a bl -*r bank 
or*dit rating or larrer llsltng on Forbegt Magazine or fortune 500 e n *ry # s 0 
many industrialists oome from the proletariat l»vel of society; they seem to 
try and for~«t their roots by n^ver admitting they strur^l*d f especially the 
grandchildren whe have no sense of family name to uphold and net blemish. The 
arietooracy vwnts to earn wealth fcr the seourlty of course but the role of 
the >tfiole family means everything in the long run; *he next generation will 
Judge the actions of the present family members, net Jurt fltetory in ren-ral. 
But the presidents and senators of the TT.s. do not seem to cam about tomorrow 
much l"ss the future eneratlons, Just look at the horrendeous n ti nal 3ebt 
that Donald Reagan and his ilk have imposed in * h« name of savin? money as a 
9tingy-put presidency that /ives only bl contr cts to the superriett industria- 
lists; more scendals and thievery happens among the dog-eat-docr eoatnetl that 
♦he vtiitecollar vested Interest upper crust ret "rom the , ov*rnment; the bil- 
lionaires are the dukes and kinrs of America Just like ring George III v«s f 
onlv the role of family honor and concern fcr the next generation does not 
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Sharing the wealth or at least spreading the op. ortunity is what America has 
always teen about. Now, the conservative mentality wants to do away with the 
very same loans that were extended to them to make them rioh — the small minded 
do not want anyone else to have an opportunity like they had. ^his is why I 
am not i norant enough to vote for vested int«r*st su;>"r-rich candidates like 
&OOI Id Rearen; they r..r. crld and ride Legated! MWI SWJCMM I B LffVlBf 

words of self lory like sa;ing how pr^at America Is while big deficits exist 
because of their greed and lying of net admitting the truth — he *mperor f s 
clothes is <hat the Keagan administration Is all about, a sham and an image 
"alee to real Americans like my family that fought the same kind of tyrants 
In the Revolution; the same kind of t^rsnts are today runiing the federal 
government that made us rebel. Rhetoric Is all that is their substance but 
the sad thing Is thst so "Bny young people fell for the rhetoric because they 
cannot read or think critioally enough to see the truth of what he is doing. 

Vy youth was full of promise end prosperity based on hard work while my 
old are sees the totsl decedenee and destruction of my wonderful " T nited States 
by the anti-Christ Rearenites; Rearan talks religon but never attends Churoh; 
his family seldom roes around him yet he talks family. ^ t hearinr aid in 
hie ear Is really to get information transmitted while he holds a conferenoe; 
Rea-an is told when to shut u;, or when to expound more 'o the TV camera. He 
is a false projJh*t in the i g8 t days, T even think that he* hired Repan to blame 
as * name cenfueion In case anything ever .tent wrong with all th a shady deals 
that big business vested interest men do so now the name oonfusion will get 
Ron Reason off the hook by any orook. I am net surprised by any of this rt vil 
double doing beacause that is v*iat politicans do and especially bir business 
vestafint^rest white oollar folks. Special interest in the rovernment la vtoat 
the poor folks element has cr anized to try and wrestle so^ powerful govern- 
ment contracts away from the industrialists so the disappointed 3uperrich 
vested suit interest calls the special interest elea*nt bad government while 
It is alright tc steal If one is wealthy and It se«mn that the fOQOg people 
of this country prefer letting rich folks steal and lie and ch^at b^euse 
they voted for that e V il element twice when the truth was out for those who 
could read. I can r^ad the facts even though T have cataraots but I am not 
stupid like so many folks now, 7!ven welfare is good for business in this 
country; ev-»ry billion dollars creates 59,000 to 7^000 Jobs besides the 
actual payment of &oods for the nonv/orking welfare recepienct while every 
billion dollars spent on armaments cr^ats only 29,000 Jobs and thus the sup°r 
rich 'nlustria lists g^Vto keep much more percentage of the profits from 
those o n^ra^ts so naturally they want fewer welfare dollars s h ent so the 

entaron has *he bir budget in order to keep the superrich earning big bucks 
to stay tfl dog cr* the Forbes Magazine superrich listings. The conservative 
clement says God loves this country and lets them rosper so ufay not try using 
pray»r to keep us iafe from enemiea but a good prayer does not have a prayers 
chanoe when money is involved; we must spent money ; not ^ive prayers to keep 
us S8fe. That seems a deception of the first order by the two faced leaders 
In 'fashin tOD f D.C. Co ic Tor the sorrv s'ate of polltioa. 

Tien T married, Tom Pclley was mayor of Commerce, Texag in 1924. 3 7 i s 
family had been neighbors of ours cn Hollev Tlat Just below Smith Hill. Smith 
Hill is part Of the old time family klnfolks; ~om Alexander married Vartha 
Smith whose mother ?:iizab-th ^inniford S-'th married Oodfrey Smith; Tom 
Alexander was my rr?ndmother Sarah Alexander *Winniford f 3 brother an* her 
nusbsnd Ceorre Dawson Vinnif ord was 8 brother to Elizabeth V/lnniford Smith so 
we were double kin to all nf them, "Paradise School was h^lf way between ^olley 
Flat and our olace. Our fa~»ilv h*l two Tarriar^ connections to the "olley nsme, 
Verna Lee Holley rarried Herschel 3uber; Herschel Baber's not her was lula 
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Then, ay sister Lucille married n Cotton" Tdrar T1 clley in 1950; Cotton was a 
brother to V>»ma Lee Holley Baber. During the late 1920' s another brother to 
Verna Lee and Cotton went to .Vest T«xas on a working visit; Herman Holley was 
a jolly man and ha liked all of us so my brother Horace Winnlford went ##est 
around Lubbock to work and to pick cotton in the fields wh»re the pay was so 
root**. Greenville had the largest ootton compress in the world and was the 
cotton center of th« whole 7nited States before the boll weevel pla^u* hit. 
Greenville was only 15 lilies frcm our place and th*re was a big banner over 
the railroad stntlon there where all the different railroads a*t; the banner 
stated TFT? PIACK7ST LAND h'D T 7 ^ AHIT^3T F^OPLS. The land was blaok gumbo 
and a car could hardly move once the mud balls formed under the fenders. 

lr y brother Horace was a big cut-up for fun and the Holley brothers had 
a swell time; Horace ytfrpe, his top hat when cooking breakfast and for the next 
twentv years that was the bonding topic of conversation v/hen they all met, 
until u orace died in 1952. '"he ! T olley family went to the Lubbock area because 
of kinfolks th*re; Tom Holley who was mayor of Commerce had a aon who went 
to Lubbock and the grandson was the father of Bubby Holly the rock singer. 
That is what <*v*r one says since I never visited with any or those Holl^ys. 

Horace Vlnnlford smoked a lot; he Just had the taste for tobacco In him. . 
He really craved tobacco and then h* Aid -*t drunk once so h* did not g*t a 
n*w car given to him on his 21st birthday. > r y cousin "prvin ifinniford and 
Horaoe ^ot 5nto the medicinal whiskey bottle that my daddy kept lust for the 
flu. T T orace was lying und*r a big pecan tree and V9rvin was piling leaves all 
ov*r him and they were slnring so T went back to the hcuse saying to everyone 
that Horace tnd Varvln w-re happy as a lark and acting mighty peculiar. Vfell f 
my dad walked very fast and went to the food safe to check on the liquor bottle 
which was gone and then my dad said not one word and had a pursed look on his 
lips. He brought those young men back to the house and Just looked 8t thea f 
n*ver saying a word. Vy dad was like that, aft«r he told anyon* what he really 
thought on a subject, he did not belabor the subject anymore. He Just rave a 
piercing look that said much more than words evr could tell. Vy dad would 
then Ive that seme look for years v&en he was agrivat*d at then. 

MJr mother was no different. She and my dad w«re a good ratch. *hey did 
not yell f rant and rave about their disappointments. They set a good example 
of behavior and then explained the reasons for not doing certain things. And 
then any transgression was Just given the silent treatment with a *n*trbting 
stare. We hated the evll^eye-iook more than a whipping or fussing. 

My dad bought a new Ford flivver In 1919 but n*v*r drove It! he let the 
boys chauffeur him about. Once Horace was g^ttlnr r«ady, all s Iff up, to 
drive Into 4 own and my mother ask Horace to drive her someplace Just hm&u/ 
where he was going, not far beyond. Hon ce was snide or snippy about *</ing 



out of his v/ay. Hy mother did not go and she n*v*r got Into the car vhen he 
v.bs d~ f v<nr; she *.ould n*v*r ±*it herself in a position to be r*fus^d by her 
child she had done so much to rear; all her diaper chan t lng and cooking of 
ftvorlt* foods nrant nothing to him she said. He oo ild ro to rrass, was what 
my mother said. Then, eft*r Kor-.ce married in 1930 and lost •▼arytlAf in the 
depression plus his health, thl family Hd drive him places but mother never 



rode !n *h* seme car at the t sa.v time with him; she even prepared foods he 
would *at when he v«s on h/$ d*ath bed. "'e are all cursed with a memory, and 
a mighty ~ood memory at that so never do anything bad to us, especially any- 
thing mean and «vll (my son 1 a wife Vary did m^an things to us all on purpose 
so she really breams an object of scorn for Robert but that 1s another story). 

T7 orace married P*ryl r ard; h~r mother had been a 7,'oolfe. m he Voolfa familj 
owned land Booth of Cumby for generations. * f y mother 1 s family had own*d len I 
nearby to them before 1900. **ryl named her only daughter Dovle Lee for her 
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and wae shell shocked or injuaed by *he nerve pes so he pot a pension. He had 
a puardlan appointed by the stat* to sake money decisions; *hey bourht a house 

JuTty .n A 1 -t*r ^-ryl borrowed money from ^rnlce to pay for Dovle lee* a 
college education. Beryl had bl • cow eyes :r ^etty Davis ey#s as th* sonp says 
today and pouty lips. Dc ryl was considered a beauty but ihi n°v°r v;on □ beauty 
contest. Beryl alv/ays Unbred in front of a mirror and even moved h»r lips 
a lot *hen preening. She once said ser iously^I know that I am pretty because 
my mirror says that I am pretty. ■ That made raligloaa parents r*ei in shock 
that such vanity could be *xpr*ssed by an<-on". And then when ?*ryl arr: ! r orao* 
pot married, she rushed ov*r to my mother and ask*'?," where are ycu rc'nr to 
live now that I am Yrs. ;inniford on y 'y mother Just stated^Tou will hi3v* to 
ask my husband who was born here and still owns the property that his grand- 
father left us." ,f y dad had Indeed overheard Peryl 1 s ^u*stion so he provided 
j BOrtk bedroom fcr tnem; Beryl would only sweep the part of the porch In 
front of her room so the wind would blow the dirt back. Beryl lik*d to boss 
others but not do anything herself such as cooking; B*ryl would tell us how 
muoh seasoning to add because she knew rood food vtoen she tasted it so we 
should prepare her the b^st. Peryl was so glad to be a Wlnalford in our lovMy 
horn* but she expected us to be her servants; if we were such a rrand family, 
I have alwaya wondered ifcy we should have bean her slaves. Beryl did not last 
till the water got hot around our place. Beryl ordej*/h*r food seasoned Just 
rlpht so we over-<Jld It; the salt was so excessive that we could hardly eat 
the brlney stuff but we all pretended to like it highly silted *iile Beryl 
turne * up h^r nose, ^ryl had nothing °lae to eat but what *e prepared that 
was ov«r salted so she had to learn to cook and then not to be demanding. <e 
hetf to put h*r in h*r ;»l9ce fast, fha ••innlford family does not Mlt on eaoh 
oth^r unless one is sick in h"d and dyinr. T waited hand and foot on Tom be- 
cause ha nearly died and then I spoiled him but at least Iloved him. Tom did 
do things for me whan he was able and he nev~r demanded service. 

Beryl had the ire of the family from th* start and Hor ^e should n°v^r 
have twrried her; she v/es beneath him socially and geneal orlcally . As educated 
as i T an a a Robert is he does not realize the Importance of family background; 
he Is a peesant or half peasant; he speaks loud like a hick and Is a redneok 
disrrace to our family; money Is what he «ants and has a lot of. He owns a 
three story house out of Ollner, Texas. He .ante'? a blf*r house than the 
old .Vlnnlford homepla re. Y*t James Robert sold the landrr-mt acres that he 
Inherited. That is why his Aunt Iynna ./innlford ait net leave him h*r land; 
she knew h* would sell. James Robert Vinniford visited his aunt oft on w!th his 
youn* raughters to f?et on h*r good side so she would leave the homeplace to 
him. But *e all saw his ploy because Jam^s Robert ail not cone to see his own 
crandmother th^Jpst few years of her life aft*r she had plven so "luch to// 
him; ha was notypenulne Christian preacher or a true-blue tflnnlford bfcrtuood • 
He may have the 'Vlnnlford name and some of our blood but he Is his mother 9 s 
child in most ways. 

"Isle Tavlor Vinniford v;as also a pain in the neck. She would co rect 
folks who misspelled or mis.jrounounoed the name Winniford. ^lsle even had 
h*r mother Ida Salmon Taylor to raiae Ida Marpar*t Winniford. Elale was too 
busy going to dances and beinp a bip wig. ^lsle capltali?ed a lot on the 
Vlnnlford name and went to parties v.here Sam v.'lnniford the finest violinist 
In T*xas was well-known, ^verette danced bu* net well; he danced on his h*^ls. 
He n*v*r learned how to dance, lisle always had a pensive look on her face, 
like she wanted to be sons place else when she was around us t yet she was the 
first to r.o places *lth us when the oar was brought around . v Go war her mlddl* 
name. ?lsle looked classy and made a rr-at social impression; she was an asset 
U f rother 15. D. or ^v-r^tta Dawson *ln:.iford. Ida r*ar*d little Ida Varrarel 
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the old honeplace. »>ldon would com* ret her on Sunday «arly v;hen a family 
wvent was to he: «n. Ida enjoyed her power to deny including little Ida 
Marrar»t In the '.Yinniford family things. Ida tri*d tc * a t Thanksgiving dinner 
and Christmas dinner poston*d fcv U3 because her family had to travel into 
town for that day only while we old country folks were always nearby. Ida 
despised country folks of every sort; a v*n though we dressed better than sh* 
end liv^ in a mansion on the ftallf lunirrent she acted like we were dirt. 
Ida would «ke sni^ remarks thst having to tak* sponge baths was never really 
clean; we washed as far 'lawn as possible and then washed as far u> as pOMlble 
before then washinp possible. *a smelled better than Ida f ev*n with h*r city 
running bathtub wat*r. 

When T novAd to town and ma] 
in to see us unannounced several 
beinr nice to se* if I needed as 
was trying to overhear gossip to 
things that only could have b*en 

3 window or 'ust outside the front door. This kind o 
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Slsie asked my sister lynna, "Do you went to be seen *Ith me In public?" 
Lynna said y*s, only if you nev*r cause reproach upon our new again an- then 
Lynna attended all the dances and gatherings that ?.D. and ^lsie went to. 

Ida deoided to be nic* to n fl because we had a big house and cars. Ton even 
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a thousand dollars a *onth prof/t during the late 1920 f * out of that business 
plus Tom was still a railroad man or switchman -aming five dollars a day. 
That made Ida even more Jealous besides my having mor* *noney than :ny brother 
?v*r*tte.. Ida played tricks or ,1ok*s on us; when we v.ent visiting friends, 
would cose home to gpilQ^ed and the bed was short sheeted. Soaetlmes, 
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cigar was the only tobacco *ver put in my mouth* I was always just too busy 
doiw -ork around tae house or La the yard or maklnr my own clothing to think 
about ether taints. 

After T bought our house on ^hurch Street with the bay window; Ida moved 
on North Park Street wh*r« they lived for 8 years; they had lived for 20 years 
on Lo?ust Street. Tda decided tc buy a house on Jerni^an during the depression 
when prices fell so much; w* had lost i\xr house so she bought a house to brag 
and lord it ov*r us; Ida was *ood at laudln^ Lt ov*r folks. Ida bought that 
house and then had th* n^rve to say that 7(111 would not so she hud to do lt 
all, y*t Tda had alv.ays kept fill Tsylor from buying a house. Then, she had 
to blame Will for not buyin^ a house, and that she was the only one interested 
in buying: whloh was true because he hart ^een too hen packed to care anymore, 
/ill broke both his a ms during the depression so Tda had to do everything 
for him; she °ven had to take him to the bathroom and unhotton his pants snd 
hold his anatomy during the whole process of peeincr. 3he did love him and 
did not carry on with other men; Tda was the Mr possiper in town along with 
h*r -o^d friend Mrs. Oeor*e who h*d been a Lindley; John lindley TIT arid IV 
owned the majority stock in Security S*ate p ank in Commerce plus havinr lend 
by the auction from Republic of Texas days from ^rowneville, Texas to St. Louis 
in Missouri. Th*ir cattle could camp on th*ir own land ev«ry nl^ht an* had 
their own ponds of water durlnj the cattle drive days so that the trains coala| 
In 1330 f s made it easier to go to market. They had oil wealth also. Old man 
Tchn Lindley III dated or came courting on widows to steel their cattle at 
Aipht vhen he left like he tried to do to my grandmother in l?70 f s. 

The banker Tindley would not leave ncney or land to any blood issue of 
his who owed money. They hdd to be out of debt to inheirt and the last-will* 
and testament read that way. In the 1950 f s when John Tindley IV died t he 
l«ft all his 9 children ov*r two million dollars cash and s*ve«ral sections 
of land. Tven his grandchildren inherited land and money as well if they did 
not owe anything. ITamie Alexander Callan was the daurht*r of Kyle Alexander 
who was a double oousin to my daddy; she married James Callan whose mother 
Vrs. "alter Callan had been a lindley. Mamie and James had just b lid a new 
fifty thousand dollar home and had bought anotter section of land on credit; 
then, the grandfather Lindley died 80 Mamie had to r p t Kyle to take a hundred 
thousand dollars to pay off all their t44ii debts b*fcr* the Will was probated, 
tfemle Just 4 h*r ?ash inheritance ahead of time from her daddy. Then, thaj 
did inherit the Lindley fortune. Today t John Lindley VI is a banker In the 
Houston area. 

Kyle Alexander and Ludie Bruce married when they were age 30 and lived 
I celebrate their golden wadding anniversary; then, I i ied after the 
50 year clebratlon. " father married at age 30 tc ny mother only age 19. 
And my brother Horace was age 30 when he married Beryl tfard and his son James 
Robert was age 30 hen he married Anna "ltchell. 

Tom Tavlor was 24; he was as old a a the oentury or so Tom liked to say. 
Commerce was a nice pl.ee to live; the natural gas lines came to tow by 1927. 
A big executive from the gas stove oom anies came to town to Ball all the folk! 
on Idea r.f having --as stoves instead of wood burning or coal burning heaters. 
The fact of being cooler In the kitchen ..1th gas burners over wood burners 
played a bl^ deold'nr factor, ^lso, we no LOQger had to keep our woodshed 
door locked because of theft. The lady next door ?eme late at nirht to st«al 
wood fm us; the Thomas family needed nor* than they could buy* 

The rad<o as a big new thing ; the radio orystal sets did not appeal 
to Tom; his brother Vill had a crystal set he put together from a mail order 
house; .fill Taylor °ven took a corr*s ondence TV course In 1955 to learn how 
tc rake and repair TV sets. Anyway, the radio cane out with a big sp»ak*r 
and sev9ral stores downtown Commerce and other mall towns would have the 
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turned the loud thing down sad only then did folks realize that a radio had 
mor* tnan on* tone; dozens of folks bcr^n to purchase a radio when realizing 
that a blerlng noise eld not have to be the way it operated all ttm time. 
The merchants of furniture stores, hardv re stores and bir ' rccery stores 
carried radios so no one knew how to display th« things. Thus, Toi Ta lor 
bought a rjdio taat day along with other folks who stopped to lock v*hen Tom 
turned th« volume low. Our «ara alwayr hurt when Just walking pest. 

Ida had a sister TTattie Salmon Xnipht whe was married to Ira Knirht. 
The Knipht family had lots of land and a big Tension ?!ast of Ccmn«ro*. Sut 
the place burned so they lived in a big 1U room heus* or r*nt house on the 
plaoe the rest cf Hattie f s life; Elsie oould wear her aunt's clothes so ^lsie 
always had really fine clo^h^s to wear v.hen roin on dates or roing to parties 
even aftaf fir3t married. V;^r rt tte had to buy ^lsie a fine wardrobe, ^lsie 
always hated having to share the clothes rather than being grateful that her 
aunt let her wear tho clothes and also lusky that they ver^ th* sa-ne si^e. 
T n*ver winded sharing clothes or anything; I still tin away thlnrs that 

folks admire, even antiques* Fobert does not l*t the things I <?iv« away 
leav» the house if they b*Iong^to rr*at rrunddeddy; he says they are to be 
used an 3 "dnired in the old house. He Just recently gave or donated most of 
the things to the museum of Texas History in Houston. 

Ida said what she thought usually while ^lsie brooded and held grudges 
that took decades to surface. Christmas tiflB with our rlrls was a bad time. 
T learned to dread Christmas, ^lsie would eh*ck the quality of each gift and 
then throw It la daddy's face if he sent a penny more on Lynna Tstelle over 
Ida Margar-t; it *as ■ rood thine th0| had only one child. We put up elaborate 
Christmas trees and gav« lots of gifts, ^lsle liked *hat but she wanted the 
TOSt money sp°nt on her family, r ven for Mrthdays. ?!y dad got so sick and 
tired of all this that he deeded his land to his three daughters equally so 
that his sons's wiv^s could not fret a dime of his property by congesting a 
last will. Daddy learned to hate to see his sons coming to see him because 
^h^ir wives were alonr with their complaining -nd conniving ways to get money 
from him. N learned to dread to hav* o family dinner for them to -ci Isln 
about beinr poor and how we all dr°ssed like millionaires and ha' so much fun 
when ^ev^r^nd Doctor Charles T. Alexander caw to visit and when Sail Winniford 
played conoertsjfer the family. We all ct tired of them wiv*s^t>^v^/ 

71m did have a pood time as 8 family though, in spite of the inlaws. Vjr 
Tom got along with my mother and dad as if he were their blood son. /hen he 
•zt over his first argument cf my buying a fur coot for ^500 and we then bought 
a new Fontiao; we had fun the firat winter v£*n ice froze the ponds solid as 
usual. Ve pulled a sled on a rope behind the lontiac and drove all over the 
pastures jni sli around; w^ eaoh took tums riding th^ sled, even drove across 
the pond in *h* north pastuer* Wy son Robert Just can't believe we did such 
fool-haart* I iags by attempted to drive on ice that oould br°ak through, 
plus the sled could have swung around to hit th* car f«n~ers; my son Robert 
was always five years old going on fifty. Robert was sick unto d*ath all his 
first o years so he was never a silly child; he was serious as a Jud^«. 

Ifjr daddy did breath* into my baby Ro fajftfak s throat to see if his famous 
thrush doctoring fift would heal my babwWny old timey country folks used 
to come to our hcuse to get my daddy to Exhale into th rt ir sick bsby f s throat 
b-sauae a man ttio never saw his father would have the gift to h^al; my did 
did not believe this but he n*v?r denied such hop" to '.vorried parents. And 
.13 my father certainly tried ev*rytning for my little baby boy. Robert had 

r ng oough and Baraai aaaaala La tba third summer of his life; usually 
If a baby could live tnrourn the third summer of his life, he would survive 

-hildhood illnesses. But little Robert had all th* major lllneas** during 
the third summer of is life; he had inn^r ear Msens ev^ry y^ar when the 
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My father v,«s not surprised that his exhaling onto little Robert did not help. 
But th* little tyke did live so that may have helped as the old tliey folks 
were qulok to point out. 

Ve had lots of fun doing things as couples; ^v*r*tte and Slsie did 
ride 1th us a lot In our enclosed ~ontleo with the heater end windshield 
wipers; we went to Saltlllo and climbed the oil starape tanks *nd rode on 
the rising levels; the top roes up or down depending on the chancing l«vel 
cf stored oil in the hi* tanks. Had the metal broken through we oould h.ve 
been killed; my son Robert could not believe that we did that foolish fun 
things or risk taking as young adults rather tnan m«re children like we were 
eoting; he thinks his nun* ^lifce was the loatigate* tc try to kill us all, 
including herself since she resented our rrosperity and fun and pr*stl^e. 
The Taylor family was big stuff in Commerce; v.'llllam Taylor owned a mercantile 
store and was worth millions; he had a bip house on Vashln>*tcn Street and had 
helpe/f ound the Pr sbyterian church as ««ell as helped pet T f ayo College moved 
to Commerce in 1894. 'Hie do*nlQlo hall was owned and operated by Jim Taylor, a 
brother and a dray service or delivery company was owned and operated by Ike 
Taylor. Only G^rge Taylor was out of town because he had been a roustabout 
building wooden derricks In the bocm town oil fields of the pioneer oil 
industry in Texas from 1901 till 1932. Before then, George Taylor had been 
a guide for Texas folks going into Indian Territory but my fath*r-in-law 
George Washington Taylor was not wall respected by moat folks because he 
did not live with his v.lfe after Jennie Sullivan Taylor had died in Oklahoma. 
He pot blamed for causln* her demise since they did net return before the 
first snow that winter before then retting snov/ec? in. She died in child birth 
and no child lived but Llssle says she is that ohild and was reared as his 
child; I doubt that but Llssle never wanted to claim her daddy as eing much 
so she said that to hurt him deeply and that cut him to the bone. I felt sorry 
for him. Laura Sstelle or Mrs. Taylor as I called h*r to her face always 
said thfct the Taylors were rood stock and fine folks, just George was not any 
rood for her yet she loved him but cculd not b°er to look at him because he 
was responsible for her sister Jennie's death. Old timey folks held prunes 
for a long time whan they thought they v/ere rirht. "rs. Taylor always laid 
that my ohildren were the only grandchildren that stayed quiet and minded h*r# 
I did not let my two ohildren sass adults or run wild in the neighborhood, 

Ida kept her U children under control. T^ie youngest Leon spent a lot of 
time in bed; Ida put him to bed when he displeased her; she ordered him to 
bed like a *rlll servant and that may be why he made the air force a career; 
Leon was a colonel when he died of a heart attack. 

Weldon beoane a oollere professor of m3th h*re at Commerce old v ayo 
Normal oollere or Tfast Texas State University. Ve have a branch of *!ast Texas 
State University at Texarkana but the real school is at Commeroe; shoild have 
named tha Texarkana oollege the University of Texarkana or whatever but not 
a branch to dilute the quality of the first oollere, 

Nathan was a quiet young man and seldom rave a ruckus; he was fair to 
solve disputes between Leon and tha others, ^lsie was tha oldest and the only 
girl. 

Ida sold subscriptions to the Commerce Journal newspaper to win a oar 
in 1930 but the tax kept h«r from p-ttin/ the auto. That waa the old auto 
dealership owned by doctor DsTernett who owned lots of farm land also, ^e 
was a young man wham Commerce was founded in 1385; he was a French-nan. Then, 
in world WKC I the doctor was a captain during the gr<*at war to end all wars. 
The first United States soldier boy or doughboy to die In tforld War I ws 
Bruoe Williams from Coa7i°rce f Texas. The toim of Coraaerce held a parade to pay 
tribute to the Bruce Villlaas family who had aettled in Texas before the 
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still In France 30 he knew others in Europe to get busy organizing a big 
event to celebrat* the war that ended all wars. Doc De7«»rnett and several 
h nm^rce veterans went to Dallas to organize the first American Legion Hall 
that pot the national and world-wide Armistice Holiday started so the very 
first American Legion Hall beran In 11* tie Con»*rc« (seems odd that Commerce 
Is so small and such a young town to have as much going for it as it does 
*hile other old*r settlements do not have much he ppeninp— innsboro is where 
mny of the original Commerce settlors originated, yet ••lnnsboro Is much 
smaller now than Coameroe)* William Tavlor -ho owned the mercantile store In 
CoTrn°~ce had a daughter vtoo married a tflnn whos* family originated came from 
Winnsboro so the Texas 'Tlnns In Dallas have family roots to I he Taylor name. 

Ida was the cause that we bourht a house so soon after being married; 
we ?ct tiMd of her running Ins lie our house all the time each day. One early 
morning we woke up and Ida Salmon Tfcylor was sitting on the footboard of our 
tig fou - poster bed, 3he was grinning like an 0 f possum end so proud of herself 
at having been so quiet to r+t onto the heavy boards 0" the bed, B|m v:ns a 
good sneak as well as a big gossip— tis no telling what she told about us that 
1 n«v*r heard Mnoe T was too busy roinr pieces In our new cor and tlMB I 
iept a olean house so T had little time to ran around rossiplnr, I also did 
not know very many folks in Commeroe yet, But Tom knew everyone in town since 
he was r°er*d there and was a bif mason who taught 3c ottlsh* Rite masonry ,Tom 
was well liked and very friendly so he wan big stuff; working people are very 
friendly, not l!ke educated folks *too are standoffish end think ttet they are 
better than gcdalmighty himself. Teachers are not a very fun lot to associate 
with; they are snobs and snear a lot at other folks to lake themselves feel 
superior — I guess educated fools do this because of the low pay for all their 
expensive education and time to get educated so they at least bav» the Joy of 
thinking they are superior, 

Non-decreed parents especially urge their children to ^et college eduoated 
so then the children feel cheated v*hen the pay and prestige Is not rood like 
the parents in plowing terms made all the attention to going to collepe seem 
wonderful. Money in the bank is what counts with most folks, not ^ood manners 
or fine family background or even hard work. In f ct f the educated sneer at 
folks who sweat for a living, saying that good paying Jobs only ?o to the 
whit^ collar v.t>rkers who dc not work uj a smelly sweat. American Is in a bad 
decadent shape with collepe folks thinking that way, 

Ida certainly worked hard to send all three of h*r sens to college. She 
had only a chanpe of clothes for ouch boy; Leon sometimes really had to stay 
In bed while his clothes dried and were ironed. They all amounted to something 
worthwhile. 

Anyway, Ida sat on our bed posts many a time filing her nails when we 
woke up so w* boupht a house away from her behind the old Post Office that 
Is now the library for the citv. One day I was hanp\\ out my clothes, making 
sure that all the colore* thinrs v.*re In order on the oloth*sllne, I had Just 
finished when oil dropped on everything; an airplane had lost Its engine 
and the oil ONBkNM streaked through the sky ;ith a .eve of oil all over 
that end of town. I was fortunate that no metal parts hit m* or the roof to;s. 

Ida rule" the roost at her house or she wore the rents as the old saying 
.^oes. Ida Warparet the grandchild or only child of ~>erette *lsie was 
?v~ l<*telj rs*r*d by Ids. Little T du >f arrar#t Mnalford IBM *M MX ml 
lOthey was but she obeyed T*e en^ lflved *h»re, ^lsie liked to ro to dances 
and enjoyed the free life, not the motherly life. When Everett and Hale mov*d 
to Amarlllo in 1943 to get a Joboas a railroad fireman for the Santa Fe f 
young Ida Margaret art a fly bowend married him but she was too spoiled to 
stay married, Ida Margaret came cask to get a dlvoroe and Just before the 
final dA*.r*A Ida Margaret learned that she was nrtrtnent 90 Ida had an aborptlc 
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• ret ilea left ■t«rllt Cr -.thai lUMM DpSTStiSQ* e BSSd tllnlSS c:^ fetal 
bad kitchen table operations do not have to be performed. Ida was able to *?«t 
a local doctor to perform the kitchen op*rat ion" because the Taylors wer* pood 
family aac* Ida was the big gossip in town so word would n*v*r r^t out to hurt 
little Ida Margaret later on. Ida Margaret later married Arlan S ^arkmon who 
owns land ^outh of town and his motner Hi Mrs. I'imms who was a rood friend 
of Tde f s. Ida Iter aret never <*opred a ohlld; she did not want any. Put little 
Ida Margaret grew up to be as hateful as her grandmother Ida. Ida T'argaret 
had a legal document drafted that stated that Ida was not her grandmother any 
longer or so Ida Mbrgaret said she did (my daughter I.ynna ^stelle always 
threaten^ to h*ve a legal document saying h*r son Billy is not her son so I 
do wonder where or what old movie those rlrls saw thst-ln and thus like to 
proclaim as their w«a^on in reserve). Ida Margaret Is a holy terror to this 
day. Aft«r h°r mother 31sle died, she really has no one tc be afraid of so 
she treats ^verette badly but he never stood up to old Ida or *!lsie so why 
shoul1n f t little Tda Margaret continue her pow*r drive} Ida Margaret did 
grieve at her grandmother Ida f s funeral but her animosity rot the better of 
her when she had old Ida legally dropped fron h°r genealogical family tree 
connection; resentment r*ars Its ugly head finally in many devious forms. 

Comm°roe was a nice place to live; we did not have to lock our doors 
hardly ever and new folks Just break locks end whole doors down anyway. But 
stealing was not a blr thin* back in th* 1920 1 s or even during the Teat 
depression. People used to fear tin wrath of god, not Just the law. and also 
rossips wer* *v*rywhere to obeerv* the comings and goings of neighbors or 
strenre looking folks so nothing went unseen snd unmentioned. I however did 
have iy /.adding rings stolen nd a watch from the fruit bowl arrangement on 
the kitchen *able by a negro \tio was new to town; no self-respecting black 
from Commerce ever stole anything so it had to te an out of t owner whloh it 
was because all my things got returned when the nl^r°r '/as caught on a train 
flat-car near Sulphur Springs; he had a lot of other stolen rocxis on his 
person. 

Parades were a big th ing ; the college had *he?> and so did the yearly 
tralStloe Oey parade; the KKK cr Klu Klux Klan had big turn out with their 
hoods marching, such nicely starched sheets on grown men were a si*ht to 
behold. The 7TK was big business and big stuff in the 1920* s; also~the KBC 
we ild tar and f«ath«r a white man who b*at his wife cr drank up his psy oheck 
money before buying food or ^aylng r^nt for his children and v.lfe. The KKK 
"as not all bad n ft . ro ^atin** und hanging; I saw a Commerce an g»t rode out 
oo a rail *vith tar and white ohiloken feathers all over him. He beat his wife 
and kids so ohlldLabuse today needs that approach to get families back in line 
since the fear ojjlove of Ood dc»s not seem to work anymore. Ood has not struck 
anyone famous down with lightning in a long time to brin^ the fear of Sod back 
into fushion. Commerce was a new town ttet seemed to boom : ^ the railroads 
that were the reason little Commerce v»s established as a cow hill loading for 
oattle tralna; the Lindley family owned the Security State 3ank because they 
sold so many cows on the railroad that came through here; Tohn Lindley wore 
overalls with a black Jacket suit coet that looks shabby or hick-town. But 
tl a -an had -lllllona with no taste or r~el pride, lust backwoodaey hicks. 

Commerce had a ladies f s aid society that tried to be elegant or literary 
^nd th*n the fiddlers society that Ohels Sam played in added the high toned 
sal tW* to th* town. And the Dhltsd Daughtefs cf the Conf^aeracy also had 
clout and the DAR. The United Daughters of the Confederacy liked to say that 
the South hes^ed the great war bet /.sen the states and did not really lose till 
the 1954 Su; re-e Court decision to integrate the schools, but the New Federal- 
ism under Reagan is a return to the old ways. 

These *lerant orranizatl ons sr* run by lsdies and the women of good faml- 
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skills car hiph standing of a family. The pioneer ladles ur -ed the n*n to pro 
>gt to settle on land and then build fine houses for them and th* children. 
k ::ifh Ton*d L dy of Qua? ity is behind every man of success and no family can 
^ distantly b* fanous and high falutings without a fine lady as the center. 
That lack of quality 5s why I r*t so ^is-usted with Beryl -*ard /inniford; she 
■ant ^ i c\jx fine liooMi not t< be a part or cur ho u— hold ; °h* tnted cur flM 
family name* not our family members. Cevolier families know the full scope or 
Ion* range t>f the family name with all its crazy power-mad members so v/e ride 
out the bad with the good times and know that all thlnrs go in cycles. Put 
this attitude ho s to be taught to the youth so the mother of the family is 
all-important. p *ryl taught her two very little about family honor; her well 
educated children do not understand the importance of Robert-theBruce being 
on our fa -illy tree; they think only that his being a k!ng means southing; 
that d^tpr^iined leader of men did not give up under great odds and he was a 
link that takes our family b.ck to 76P.C. in Scotland as well; The Bruce was 
a refuge for the blitz against free-thinking antl-?opery rf th* 1200 f s — the 
Freemasonary fled to Scotland along with the ^nabaotlst movement *!mt finally 
r*v* *he world the Re forma ti on ; our family bloodline he 3 always f cu* ht for 
real freedom of *h* individual through the family roots and that is what our 
fine family pride is all about. 

Beryl tfard Winniford Just did not know how to fit in; sh* thought we Just 
dressed like millionaires when we made our own clothes accordln* to styles of 
Nelman Ifarcus, though. B#rfl nwr saw b^Jiond th* gll*t»r of gold; she did 
her best I am sure but she was Just too far down on th« tot*m pole for us; 
h*r folks had crawled out of the woodwork much lat«r than ours; w* had a 
hundred generations of oer*ful family pride ahead of hers, not being that we 
were superior but Just more ad«pt at social r*laticnships and inte:-aotion on 
a higher understanding, ^van James Robert Winniford claimed tc love us but he 
would squeeze me so tight until he cracked a rib; I cried of course. That made 
Lucille tote him more because ah* said that Mi the way his squeaky old mother 
^ryl would come around mother and pretend to be so nice while retting on our 
good side to gain a favor, only Janes Robert did not know his own n*r*n^th. 
: 5ille MfM forgot 'hat rib crackinr; subconsciously he did not really v^nt 
to hur so he squeezed till it felt so ~ood to his hidden aninesity--that is 
what Tucllle said; she has been v*ry outspoken with James Robert because she 
do*s not want any little mean things done to h*r in the name of goodness, and 
h« is a Church of Christ preacher at thst but he did not com* around our mother 
at the end of h«r life when ah* wanted to see him y so all his fin* Christian 
mys po for nothing in reality. Also, Teryl his mother did an unf orriveable 
thing to our family; she liked to say that my parents had to merry b*c*u«« of 
John Horace being already conceived; mother 8nd dad married 18 !Tov*n^er 1900 
and Horace was born in S«vt*mb*r 30 shfi said he was really a bastard. I had 
to inform Beryl that if Horace .*re a bastard then h*r own children were worse 
or the same and she would pet nothing from the estate. That did not shut her 
mouth so she talked it up with my cousins; Nerve 1 s bunch of rirls lov* a rood 
scandal and family fuss so that went a long way. 3ut B*ryl cut her own throat 
with us far good; Horace was born 10 tenths aft*r the wedding; folks us*d to 
k^ep marriage certificates and birth r*cor*s on parlor room display Just to 
prove -uch fine po!nts. ?eryl was too muoh a peasant to r^aliz* that she hurt 
her own ohil*ren by saying such m*an things but that is why h*r family is not 
a very fine one at all; they have no prid* and <*ood sense of **ien to shut up. 
When Horace died, Beryl buried him way off Ln the South end of the county wh*r« 
the v/oolfe family buried and Beryl did not Intend tc be burled th*re but her 
children did bury h*r beside Horace. All of us put flower on th* graves of 
"* loved ones wherever th^re bu^; on^ their birthday^ is whence go. 
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Elsfce Taylor rflnnlford was no b*f=-r a person than Beryl but Slsle had 
no re cluss for doing Yiiat v ; she did. ^lsle held her tongue In fr:nt of 

ta 1 °r3; she was hell at home but not In public* Slsie always had a far 
away loo: on her face; her eyes were somewhere else; she did not unt to be 
with us so she was elway? thinking up something hateful tc do or to say.^lsle 
liked tc* tantalize the ohildren with promises of food if they hung around till 
meal time. Vy son hor*rt always had a weakness for fried chicken; Zlsle would 
tell him that she would soon be frying a chicken if he could stay for it so 
she would have him to call on the old country party line telephone that re- 
quired cranking; he would beg to stay for fried chicken while T knew the game 
^lsie was playlnr to r*t ne to rive permission and then no chicken because 
4 lM stove always would nc^t v/or ^ls^e ha?* a million excuses for net doing 
something; Rob^t goon learned her ways and n*v*r w*nt around then much. 

tie all did go visit in ^murlllo one summer for 5 days and we also went 
to see Gladys on h*r ranch near ^hanninr* That was in 1974 when Ton und T had 
been married 5° yea. "8 or soon would be c^me n^eemb^r 13. °H| my sister lynna 
went too; we had a good lonr f 50 mile drive and left at dawn to ret there 
by sun down. Halt ha* rl Varb pie that Robert would not eat because h* did 
not trust ^lsle since rhubarb is a poison as well an^ can rake folks sick if 
not cooked Just rlrht; he knew Slsie too well *o trust her net to p«t us all 
sick Just a little bit; ~lsie tasted Robert 1 * pl*ce and yet he wo ?ld not take 
one bite. He stood his rround and she held hers; they are two peas in a pod 
and stubborn as only true Taylor cousins could be, yet he always callei her 
Lout ^lsie. Robert said thet he lov*d h^r but did not trust 2igie as far as 
he could throw the house ..hen it came to her way of °tt!nr rt v*r: for th!n~9. 

£lsie talked a lot about a big rimed dressy hat that I once wore a lot 
when she did not have a nice hat during the i4ppr*ssion; she always had rxre 
clothes to wear than I did because of ein^tfo wea h*r aunt Hattie Salmon 
Knirht's clothes. Then, Elsie drove back f r*-n r lady 1 s ranch and went so slow 
that we all wanted to get out and walk the 55 miles back. Also, lis it was^nrry 
at Lynna so the evening summer sun was on Lynna 9 s side and then the alrn(9ait- 
ioner suddenly went out so we all sweltered in ♦ he drive back tc Amarlllo. 

Robert never believed that the air cunditloner wu^orsken. Then, ^lsie got 
remorseful and bought us all a new hat when we went shopping. I wanted to pay 
for mine but Hob*rt said no f to l»t m*an -^lsie pay something for a change, but 
she would later brood ov*r it and r*t mad all ov«r arain. Evidently that is 
what happened because we never saw h*r arain; she managed te be too busy to 
ever come back to Commerce or to the farm again. ,/eldon Taylor her brother 
tod to visit ^marillo to see his only sister; ^lsie and Kverette used to drive 
h vY. to ^ast T-xa? fron dusty ^est T«xas two or thr*« times a y*er Just to 
r*t back to civilization. Hale managed to ret Sverette to move to ^marillo 
for a Job being a fireman on the Santa Te railroad in 1942 v-hen our father 
was v»ry 111 and then died in 1943 when needing the sons so^much^so my dad 
deeded all his land to his three daughters 30 the sons f s wives couldl not r*t 
an acr°* bu* my mot herr *l^ated as he was signlnr the deeds and had one fourth 
of the^land deeded toflfi^nramily while three-fourths was deeded to us girls. 
Later, we all divided that among my mother and five children tc keep the wives 
fTM getting any nor* than absolutely necessary; they rave ns tOO many heart 
aches to let. them ret something for nothing. Then, Ja^s v<6t o rt sold his 
ancestrol land Just l!k» Lucille said he would; he ca-es nothing about being 
a Yinniford to keep his heritage fnr his children. cjT.es Robert thinks he is 
so perfect being a preacher that he can do anyway and still be a godly person 
when h* is hateful to Lucille and anyone who p->ts in his way; he is rich with 

<*hr*e story house on hundreds of acres of land near Gilmer. But his daughter* 
look wealthy and will marry ^uahy r«dn<*cks Just like his nether 113; he will 
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I have nev°r forgotten for a moment who I am; I am Ula Lor*ne »»inniford 
Taylor and that is only my fine nana; I am a high toned lady of quality first 
and foremost. T «nJoy flowers and Hardening as wall as sewinp my own clothes. 
I was taught to he independent in my own Labor so as not to have to hire ser- 
vants to cook, iron and do yard work. I am almost 81 yeargfold ana can do all 
ay own housework and yard work of relsinp ov-r 30 per cent of what T *at in 
my vegetable perden. I still quilt and crocket clothes hangers while watohing 
television so as not to waste my time; on auto trips I crocket while rldlne. 
I also sew most of my clothing. T am nearly blind but can see up close; my 
Scottish hazel blue-pr-en eyea ret cataracts easier than dark brown or black 
eyed folks. But I spent a lot of time outside, waring big floppy straw hats 
and cold oream to keep from getting too tan. On the farm, we wore thin sleeves 
to keep from gettlncr tan; also kept skin cancers from forming. Seems odd that 
my generation of ladles wanted to have milk while skin, »3^*?ially the country 
folk who worked in the aun for long hours. 4 *ow, rals lie in the sun soaking 
up sanoer rays, /asted energy is the th°me of today 1 s living habits, and the 
fogglnr or running is such a waste of energy when so many will not even do 
yard work or take the garbage oat ( yet will run a few miles. Folks are afraid 
of honest hard I ork today; I never have to take long walks because I made a 
few dozen trips a day to the compost pile to process down all the peelings 
or eg* skells or onion skins or whwtev°r as T chop up the th'nrs la the kitchec 
or the yard. I ?et up early, always have, I cook breakfast and clean u? the 
d'shes befor* they dry and get r*ellv smelley; then f it Is nearly 7aa 90 I 
go outside and work two or three hours in the yard or pa "den. I wash the oar 
if It needs it and sweep the walks and dust the porch chairs. I keep every 
thlBf clean and that tak»s e n « rr y o n d lots of time that folks today do not 
want to do, much less take out the trash tafia garbage can. I am shocked at 
how -nich trash counts up at the trash can in the kitchen for folks before 
thay take anythlnp to th* garbage cans; no wonder icckroeches are bad. Filth 
breeds filth, I aavav have but one roach at a time; I chase *he one till I 
kill one and thus do not see a reach, feaa T have two or so roaches, T then 
put out the vfcite powders or paint *he clear pesticide on the baseboards. 

I reed organic ma azin°s so I try to do everything natural until the 
varments infest the place. I spray mj veretablea vlth pepper Juice to make 
the :ugs scamper; red ho* peppers that I grow by the buschea basket art soaked 
ov*r night in buckets of water and then mashed up; I use the hose spray to 
mist the pepper Juice on everything; I used to do garlic Juice on the hose 
but parlic settles heavy and takes on a very different smell much like horse 
manure all over nay feet but y*t nc m«ss. 

I am very tire? of folks wi th dops In f he city; dors belonr In the oountrs 
where thai can be themselves. Folks vyuik their iops on a lease now but think 
that the dog should have the ri^ht to use any yard as a bathroom so I have 
stepped in more dog dookie on the city park grass than I ever stepped-ln on 
the farm. People in the city are not very considerate of others at all, just 
selfish noise makeers all night long when coming home drunk to slam car doors, 
ihus, the dog dookie all ov^r public walkways and yards is typical slob be- 
havior today In any city or town tftat one visits. Americans are inconsiderate 
slobs so it is no wonder that foreign countries do not like Americans. I do 
r.~t any lonp^r baby sit because parents want their children to run wild and 
never said no to. They all celled me Tay-Tay for years but new T Just speak 
and pass—pass and re-pass with the parents today because I am not polnp to 
be a doormat for the sassy children. I love well behaved children. 

Hy own children minded; I always told them why I was whipping them while 
apolyln* the hickory-tee with the switoh; my two got lectured on how to behave 
La advance of rolnp In public or on how to tr*at furniture; T never had to 
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^•ttlnr marrle^ and living In Commerce, only 9 miles from the homeplece 
W39 a dflllrht. 'tfe bought our house Junt behind the Poet Office, now the Library 
so w^u9t off the naln street of shops an* the square was west. Tom said 
that fleas In knee deep send hcth^red horses and dogs that walked under 
the war ens from town to *he homes, '^hen, the b!r br!cks paved all the dust 
over and did away with so many fleas but the police had to mark auto times 
with chalk to keep folks from perking on the square and staving all day In 
one s^ot. Saturday night was a hoot or a time itoen most folks came to town to 
l*t their hair down sc to speak. Folks would park an* Just walk fche lenrth of 
town ani the blocks In Commerce were four times as lon« a? th 3 conventional 
block *n a M<- city. hundreds of folks came to watoh other folks on 3aturday. 
The two movie houses played to a full house every fMtUTi from dusk till 
midnight closings. Business was pood b^oause Corm*»rc° area had r!ch farmers 
and a college to renerate Income; the town though always says It hates the 
collece students who bring diseases to the good <*lrls in the town but truly 

:od rlrls do net let thos<* * Lagl happen if they aren't willing in the first 
plaoe. Guess the small minded conservative mind does not ever l^arn anything 
n*w or responsible behavior— others are always to blame for their Ills such 

- K .ad eoonotny or evil other folks brine sin to th*m. Bli railroads were the 
f o &ding force of Commerce as a railhead stopping to pick-ap cattle so Cow Hill 
was tha name at first and then Dr. DeJern^tt as a young nan shipped some goods 
from Imt erson by new fancied railroad to a plaoe oalled Comeroe. The name 
stuck* * big round house to turn around engines was bull/" because so many 
railroad lines met at Greewllle, Texas; this north-central part of ^ast Texas 
was a hub where all the big robber barons travelled through in th*ir private 
oars; we would *tve to them as they went by. Tom knew t lern all personally. 

He got a Job being yard master during .Tor Id War I at are of 17; he lied 
sbout his age and pulled it off since 21 was the real are tout he looked older. 
Seems odd that my son r <ob«rt lo ks almost exactly identic!* to his dad f yet 
looked very much younger at age 23 even — the college folks thought Robert 
was still In hlrh school when he was working on his mesters. That made my son 
so aggravated but I told him that he would be old looking soon enough for the 
r*st of his life; he now understands. Looking old^r Is so Im;ortant to the 
voun* and then loo^lnr young is so important to the older set; I have never 
r ".ini*i the way 1 look is LMf M - n clsan I ltd 9*13 Ir^ssed; T PQB r - fettUtf 
ccn^st In Cumby ovt some really exotic flashy well-dressed ^als because I 
laughed a lot and was myself in a natural, not false, manner. I always knew 
no one was bet*e r than I was so my inner beauty just came through; I was glad 
and happy that I rap ^lla Loreris Vlnnlford. I en.loyed doln* the chores at our 
pretty home that was a frontier landgrant; I felt like somebody special and 
knew It everv day of my life; T sang while T worked, net Just the rel'gious 
sones written by Till^t of ^ulnhur Springs, but the current popular songs. 

iVe Scots folks hare rhythm and can play almost any 'nstrument by «ar, so 
I was no exception. My son Robert has the fine long fingers to play the violin 
but all the inner ear infections and risena destroyed his pitch or ability 
to carry a tune so he cannot play the violin that he got from T T ncle Sam and 
that is why hob*rt plans to donate that violin to the State museum. Wy son 
Hob*rt was so ill the first ten years of his life that it is a wonder he lived. 
Vy father did exte le and try breathing Into his mouth Just to see If all the 
past raith other folks had in the Thrush Doctor aJKlity to heal would work on 
his little grandson. All that healing malarky l&firnorant use of God; we have 
the Bible to r^ed and to use as a guide only until the *nd of Time; we cannot 
talk to God on a daily basis sc that is ignorance and blasphmy. Christians 
must live their life according to the dictates instructed in the good book of 
the Bible and then die to hear God speak. Oral Koberts Is a charlatan and has 

do not believe because such 
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to learn the truth of ^hrist and God, not rely on the rantlngs of a preacher. 
Preachers are only human too. To think that if James hotert . ianiford v/ere a 
preacher in Oral Hoberts's anti-Christ churoh f he would have power over the 
congregation. Any Christian can know sa much or more about Ood by reading the 
Bible as any preacher in the history of the world. 3ut one must learn to read 
first and so few young people can read above a 7th grade level today. 

Young people always look v/orse than they are to older people because of 
perhaps being Insecure and unsure of manners or the right words to say. Today f 
the youth are not taught by older folks hardly ever; the youth culture raises 
Itself and I do a§an raise, not r^ar. v ounr folks do not know what 1ft is like 
to be old but T do. I remember being younr and now I know what being ol^ is. 
No on* pert is better; I am active and that Is the key word: CTTVS. Some 
young folks are not very mobile or very much to do anything in the yard; Ve 
are all a part of nature and the world garden; we should all make gardens and 
tend our own places; we forret our roots literally, not Just family aaigned 
names and heritages, but folks forget our basic human nature of needing to 
work in the soil, ^ven psychiatrics now say that working the finpera 1n the 
soli relieves tension. Seeinr younr plants grow is always restful, .lust as 
watching fish swim in a tank is suprofted to relieve tensions. 

But the neutotic neighbors like Lorraine Davis Crawford and her daughter 
Sammy think that any kind of yard work is demeaning and nirger work, yet they 
are sleazy and t I T - ^rily has children out of wedlock so they are really 
Just vtaores who want to spend their tine in bed with men, rather than use 
their energy to have a nice yard. The Crawfcrds n*xt door to me seldom mow 
their yard and the place looks so bsd that when the house across the street 
w*j3 jut up for sale, Uli Negroes who came to look laughed at ttv? messy Crawford 
house and called them white-niggers; one black man even took a pioture to 
show his folks he said because he liked knowing that white people lived that 
pay | that bUck man went on down the street, and took a Picture of the messy 
stacked furniture on *t.V. Stevenson 1 s porch saying that she was a white trash 
white-nijtfer herself and then the 5a 8 on family four houses from the end of 
the block here on tfoore Drive has Junk iron and cars all over their yard so 
tney are white-trash yahoos or white-nig* e r8 according to the well-dressed 
Black man. He laughed a smug laurh at the sorry state of some white folks f who 
live in a nice part of town bnd yet can't ov*rcoT.a their own sorry background. 
Folks used to say that you could take the girl out of the country but could no1 
take *h* country #out of the girl so that is true of filthy folks. All the 
teaching in the world will not improve a sow 9 8 ear Into a silk purse; the 
family b.ckground is everything with folks; thus, roots will be with a person 
all the lif* # That Is why good cavalier families have to marry only with their 
cwn social and economic class; filth is deadly and gets h<rldatery diseases 
passed on. All these deadly s*x diseases today are results from filthy habits; 
Trod dl<* not have to do a thin*:; the people did those things to themselves. m he 
herpes disease 5s v;orse than AIDS because the rbSh keeps coming baok to plarue 
a body while AID9 finally destroys itself in death to r«l>v^ the ^ain. So 
two h free sex Is a v.aste of energy that could be used to have a pretty yard 
«md use »a*rgy to -row a v« etable garden rather than Indulge sex appetites 
that causes a lazy person like the Sammy Crev/ford Railey Eraddock to lie around 
in bed and never e V en iron her clothes fr clean the house; dust hangs fro* 
I ••lilac a nd a i <ns; It is mhVfl**'* 0 ' for ftOMt balls to collect by the 
year so it Is no wonder that terrible diseases develop anon? promiscuous folks. 
Dirty minded thinrs cause dirty acts *hat then make filthy things d*i;elop. 

led dees net hav a to he a mean sadist Uke preachers say that Cod has 
ceused all these bad diseases to happen. The ^ible tells how ^od is, and even 
♦he Bible is net to be worshipped like It is Cod; the Bible has been divided 
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mankind, van has fooled eround with the Bible so many t<mes the past few 
hundred years since 1601 that all the trenslation3 are not exactly the intent 
of what preachers like to say, Even an illiterate ;*ntacoat preacher wonan 
said that her congregation r^ad a passare of the Bible to h*r and she closed 
bar eyes to pet God 1 a ins ration to U.*n tell tfcg church members what thb t 
^ible verse arant; such gross ignorance is more than stupid to let an illiterafi 
preacher woman tell what the written word meant that they should be able to 
read for themselves. Christianity has beoome a mess hardly worth attending 
Church when such lunanoy rets v/or ship: ^d in God f s name. Thus, it is no wonder 
that the Church of Christ knows we are the only true religion; too many false 
jrophets are making a tip name for themselves. 

Commerce had so i»ny churches that a whole street was full of them. Tom 
and T went to the First Christian Church where 3v#r*tte and Elsie also decided 
to attend. Tom and I as lira and Mrs. T. Taylor were introducted tc another 
n^w couple T.D. an^ ^lslc Winniford so I held a straight face and was totally 
Introduced to them; *he pr^ac er was new to town. We attended that church 
•until the middle of the depression when we lost our house on Church Street 
* d had to ro find work Cod only knows where, ie were told that we lost our 
.1ob and aon«\v b°oause did not attend the ^hurch of hrlftt so Cod made us 
>ay f cr our neglect of his church since I had b«en reared rirht and knew God 
in th* Church of Chr<st f as the only true way. To* and T did r*t m tC the 
*rue religion in 194°. ^ad times r*t interpretated as Cod's vmy to punish 
folks by blr sermons that make folks afraid so we all ro *o Church to h*ar 
wtot happens to sinners, ^ut bad things do happen to rood people anyway. 

Th* depression cloeed my dad 1 s bank forever; daddy walked hone with only 
fifty cents in his pocket. Wf mother let him worry for several weeks then she 
would ret a few twentv dollar gold coins out as n*«d"1 to pay taxes or buy 
necessities; Ded had made such a Mg thin* about my silk stockings and corset 
n^ the attire of a whore that mother never wrote another check on his bank. 
*'oth«r saved oil her noney and selling of cow and turkeys and cotton on 
the place that she put It all Into twenty dollar rold coins; she had tmt*- 
riTi hundred tv.enty dollar fold pi a c*s. They were hers so sh* kept them hidden 
in the storm cellar. 

Then 'n 193* the Federal gov^rnvnt declared that it was illeral to have 
gold beyond a dozen "or so gold coins so she nev^r r* ported that fact and knew 
that banks fall so keep *h* gold in reserve or one could lose the land, besides 
the Federal governwnt is no friend to the people of this country; federal 
troops once marched up the lane *lth the intent to burn us out so th-re was 
no need to trust any dictum of that kind of mle. .also, my mother had been born 
In Florence, Alabama in 1^31 so she had seen the evidence cf burned out homes 
ty the Federal troo s La 13oO f a so she knew how little tMr word could be 
trusfd; .w raom kept her hard earned gold. 3he once told ay son that she had 
•arned th« cold coins h-rself while it was not illegal to own them and now a 
n»re law had made sovereign gold a orl.ne to G*n so to bftU with a rov«rnment 
that made a law breaker out of decent people. The family was oaved by h*r 
stingy determination fee keep what was rightfully hers. As T always say, the 
women in a family are the force that keep the wits in place durlnr crisis ir 
she cmes *r' m a rood atock. It was a good thing that mother had been mirred 
itoMtft tta silk stool in*a argument. She was right of course, in the lonr run. 

-hVbanR n.v^r r«o E ,en«d, *ven our deads lay In th* am.ty vault fCTJ faw 
years until m r.meatoTad and pot then out to hrinr home and ^luce In tne 
oh-rry wood chests r»de froa wood in the old Drennan hon* in BprUgfl.14, 
2 ll"ol-. voth-r always lov^d .Vinniford fey; she had said she would live there 
and mrly Bob Winn if or d when sh* was only 9 y»a-s old in 1890 and he w 3S 20 
S«rS saved th. P^o^aadjhaa « b VSS iW. -rtf?^ 
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she knew how to mix. That kind of old South knowledge rot her a re futation as 
an Indian woman because she was dark. During «<orld V/aft I when my dad was ot 
town and everybody else was abcut the pl*Ot but my half orlppled mother was 
<nstde the house, the pood citizens of Cumby cane out to tell ay noth°r that 
she should prove her pood citizenship to Amerloa *y buying Liberty bonds in 
the amount of fifty thousand dollars. That Stewart mess was behind it all; 
they hated my mother because she was dark eonpleKti oned . Those businessmen 
he d b«en teenage boys at school when my mother was a little girl with long 
black pirtalls and they had called her a dumb Indian so now they mad* her 
Into a Oeman since It was fashlonabl* to hat* Germans In tforld War T. ,f y 
mother got the shotgun off the mantle and told them to r»t to h*r A-ate before 
she blew them to kin < dom cone* She nevr w*»nt into any of their tow store 
shops after that and stayed away from any activities they had anything to do 
with, '"hen .«crld /ar II was in full swing In 1943, my mother went Into one 
of their stores and pulled her jig tails th*it were graying back to slant her 
eyes upward and then declared in a rhetorical manner, "Am I Jap enough looking 
this war so you can hate m some morel" She Just could not resist telling 
the hate mongers off or beating then at their own game of bigotry. For that 
reason alcne, I did not mind seeing Cunby die on the vine and become a ghost 
town when the bl * highways came through and all *he businesses moved to Dallas. 
My daddy was v*ry angry about the assessment to lurchase fifty thousand dollars 
In Liberty bonds to prove her c°od citizenship since mother was not susjosed 
to b* German; daddy foreclosed on soma of their property by nightfall to get 
his point across. Ve after that, proved that my mother's family name of 3111s 
vsas noble and kin to great patriots in hevolutlonary American tines i: well 
as the L&ndtroop family name, •> are all three times descended from Robert-the- 
Eruoe whcee daughter Mergcrle married Walter the high steward of h*r father's 
court. That Stewart clan must still feel inferior or not secure with their 
heritage to be so mean to other folks so of ton. I still get urrravat*d every 
time I see their irly faces in Cumby today; it will take 40-eleven-dozen times 
of good things from them to make up for their evil hateful past ways, end Day 
cousin Mamie Mod*na tflnnlford Robertson likes to cram the 3tewart mess down 
our throats when talking about things so I Just f*ed Viss Mamie out of the 
same spoon of messy family hurts by suddenly bringing up the in-laws of their 
father "orv* .i'innif ord f a second wife ,f lnnle Tarrant Clayton Jinnlford. They 
h8te all th- family of ^unt Minnie's. Aunt Minnie was a Clavton and kin to 
Ferinle Hall's wife so she was visiting those neighbors when she met the new 
widowere~ "orve ./lnnlford and they wed. Then, when the Depression hit, her 
daughter Effie Bishop came to live with them -lth h«r four daughters; ]>vlnla 
died of *op<> ov -riose. Anna Ruth p ishop married Dale ^enton, my cousin, 
through Matt Vllson Benton and also a cousin to my other cousin Velma Elizabeth 
?*nton whose father TT *nry Benton was a brother to ^llis Benton, fell, ^ffle 
Clsytcn Mshop took to her bed when the death of her husband and th* Depression 
all hit her with thos ^ ^rls to raise. TSffie was In bed all day and nlrht; 
Norve had bull* him a three room house on the creek South of th* old place, 
^he house one day caught on fire and poor T ffle was th* first on* out of the 
place; she may have forrotton how to walk but ncthcw to run fast in ai( dire 
em»r ency. Lat»r, ^ffie had to thke thera]>y tc learn how t 0 walk all over 
again so she walked all ov«r Greenville for twenty years before she died. 

Hnole Nerve Winnif ord died in 1939 so 'he next year when **unt "innie went 
to visit her folks in Kentucky where she wus from, then the house wis burned 
miraculously by lightning while they were *on*. All was burned crisp so she 
and ttkfl girls had to live elsewhere in Gre^iville . k*pt up v. 1th them all 
through the years they visited regularly with my sister Lynna. The homeplaoe 
wae the lending point for all the family and all our friends and branch water 
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up talking so much gossip. Vem!e cnly comes around to use us all or to rein 
a Juicy story to tell lat*r. Mamie did aot nloe tc my son Robert while ha 
vras attending collere at Cornered tut h* was popular on campus and held 3 or 4 
positions so was big stuff to brag about hew he came of ton to her house where 
she let collepe students room and board. Several of ny son Robert's fr!*nds 
roomed at Va male's so it was good business to b* nic* to him while he was 
president of Sigma Tbu D^lta ken or society and editor of the oanpus library 
magazine F0RTT1CO . He was awarded the Sirma Tau Delta Graduate Award and 
/i^ bi in organization as wall as other clubs. Mania liked bl^ wigs 
around so Bobby :i« I sail my sen Robert ;vas h^r favorite for a spell; he did 
learn to ex.**ri-*O0« Wemie f s ire. He is on h*r shit list now and will b* forever 
^or* because h* takes no ruff about family matters from her. Robert tells the 
facts Jnd l*ts them fall h*r« they des^rv* to fall. 

Tom Taylor was among the firat to los* his Job when the 1929 Depression 
b»gan but we had my savings account and *v*ry thing paid for. He still had the 
roof in? company so when business got bad with roof'nr company m still 
had moeey in the bank; we took a lonf trip to forget our troubles in our nioe 
y*er old Pontlao. We went back up into Oklahoma to see all my folks and to 
see the places where Tom f s father George he<j guided so many of my 3111s and 
landtroop kinfolks to Indian Territory. »e first visited Bmmltt Landtroop, 
a son of Tom I.-nStroop who was a brother to my mother and the on- who did not 
like me because I b°at up his sons who hit on me (I v/as supposed to b» ladylike 
and not defend my honor). Some deal! I was a torn-boy *ith mu?cl*s and still 
wear lacy sleeves to oover my blseps. I am strong 6nd proud of it.No men or 
woman c<*n ■ ut ork Tie «ven at ay are of nearly 4fy 0 It is a rood thing that my 
father taught us girls hew to work as 11 os how to .manage our money. 

My cousin Bmltt was /ood at flaying 42 and dominoes so we had fun and 
his w if a Dolly was great; they had a little boy who died of a f*ver so she 
got blamed for n**lect but net really her fault; then they had anothe^Jboy 
named Bobby during Vorld .ter II; they got big rich and spoiled that last kid 
beyond redemptions Anyway, ^;ltt always visited the home-Ice in T«xes so wa 
Mi 0 t.o * 9 than MlftOM and bi took us tkfl rounds to ill t. 1 * kinfolk* 
2ver* one thought that my husband Tom Taylor was the relative because he was 
dark like them -ind looked Indian while T was fair and so white. I had not seen 
"ncle Ton L^ndtroon sine* I was^ but his wife Aunt !Cbra recognizel my smile 
so she remained quiet; but T fooled her at firat; she would try catching me 
off guard and aay^Vy name is !!ora Landtroop, what la yours?* All the folks 
tried tc guess us wherever *e went far weeks to coma so w» had fun and we 
went on fishing trips and caught more than enough to *at. Wa had a great time 
for nearly three months. 

Wa drove on the Cap Rock of rfest Texas wh*re the radiator of our oar 
boiled over; the pressure and humidity play havoa there. 3ean8 can boil in 
a pot but net *»v*r pet don% to stay raw. I certainly •-. r ready to return 
home to pood old Sast Texas where rain falls regularly and the wind ispot 
full of sand. Mbmie .linniford Rob-rts?n and husnand Luther were out tnere 
living: Mfcrvin »inniford her brother was out th*re* he had bought land. 
U tntliili&Wft&imitiUHtiilUtttlililWUift miss-d thla 11 ^cause 

Wa f *lt so sorry for Varvin having to stay in dusty w*st T^xas to pay 
off a hug* mortgage on Ms l^r. ; 1 later rot h*art trcubl* that nearly killed 
h'm. Ilia wife pronounced Ava; his daughter Dorthea married well. into the 

3at*s family who were considered millionneires during the rr*»et depression. 
KM* Bates held control of her money -.nd amily and when she finally died 
in *arly 1970 f s tforthea and her husband had earned their own millions and that 
y*ar ware in such a tax bracket that they paid in tax all that inherited. 
The Betas fortune was badly needed during the 1930 f s Gr*at Depression so that 
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are miniature tornadoes, so cute to watoh until you realize that they play 
havoo Hlth the terrain. THit bir torandoes di^ot seem to happen so Slsie did 
believe all the hype and did nope to Amarlllo in 19W. Sut storms b^ren to 
happen like crazy so they bull/" a storm cellar and live<ln it f v;lth a bedroom 
lad tel- vision set down th*re. It is a cood place for ecu any when all of us 
visit. But Slsie true to her old charms liked to awaken 3 11 th* family La the 
wee hours of *h* morning at 2am to scurry dewn to the st:rmeeller . ^lsle would 
listen to tbs radio w*ath«r reports nd scream out that we are ro'np to r*t 
blown awey, M 0h, my God, we are all foing to die. 1 ' That is the kind of vacation 
one t*ets to enjoy v*hen a round Hlsie Taylor 7/lnniford. Rch rt, my son f des. is*s 
his cousin-^unt Slsie with a passion. He was <~lud she finally died, to p*t 
rid cf a pestilence. He loved h*r but loved her to d^ath as he said f eboutthis 
pame playing old cousln-auntle. f ig ^^^ L ^l 2!^^ 

:en we returned to Comerc**HW baiikV had all closed forever. Daddy ha* 
officially lost his money and of]f course my bank account went with it. I still 
had five thousand dollars saved; bad spent only half of v/hat I had worked 
and saved as a crowing girl. The roofing business soon went broke, no customers 

at all and the railroad noved to A yler where Tom soon went to find work. No 
work was available; able bodied men could not find employment; all the merging 
of hip com ar.ies really cost Jobs in 'he name of rood managment. The Southern 
Paclfio Railroad bought the Cotton ^elt cr 3t. Louis Southwestern Rallrood 
rtiich wae the oo-n.on fofl worked for. Torn really b*»pan to drink; he drank like 
a fish and ot dr'ink*r than a lord in Snpland. ,r « soon were broke for sure 
and had to sell the 'ontiac car for only tv«nty-f lv« dollars cash. 3y 193^ 
we hai no house end v*ry little furniture left. * ;«re l'vlng 00 Buttermilk 
Alley when my son Kob^rt ms a baby after beinr born February 26 9 1934 at 
12: 01 A.M. Beautiful warm winter weath*r had existed the week before his 
birth and "-hen a snow bllZ7.ard hit an* the pood Doctor Catee had *o walk down 
the middle of the street to our house wh*re Bobby v;ss blrthed. Hert Cotes v;es 
the doo who helped birth ma as well as he was my father's bovhood friend; ray 
grandmother °olly Alexander V.'inniford had busted his behind or bohrnkus when 
he did naurhty things aloof with my daddy. He ^ot his fanny shanked for dolnr 
whatever grandmother said not to do; she whipped all the kids on her place, 
no favortlsm so *odey parents don f t mnt discipline and then wonder why kids 
are 30 bad in public. The old generations had a continent to oomuer and knew 
that hard vyork and discipline would only ? A t it done. 

No one in my family had known such hard times as I endured during the 
depression. Coding to Texas in frontier times was with 25 slaves and "old 
coins; even fr~m Scotland to v ir<-<nla in l600 f s the family had Je/jels and 
c enn^cti ons. I did not ecu: lain or tell my folks .lust how bad we were doing. 
% .'y new baby was sick with inner ear troubles from the beginning; my daurhter 
Lynna v stelle ;vas healthy as a horse and seldom had ev*r cried. Lynna had 
a birth mark on her left leg that looked like pork roast well-seas :ned because 
I had .anted to eat such a pork roast and was rubbinr my left leg just a few 
hours before Lynna £. v.*s born f so I had marked ay baby; the attitude of a 
mother does Influence the future baby, not Just the bodily intake cf alcohol 
or sioking substances. Robert has always been a serious child *nd nan; he 
does not l^urh much or smil° hardly ever because I was sad all the time I 
carried him. Vv financial world collapsed aionr '•••1th the economy or ev*r:one 
else; we were all in th*t mess together, even the rloh people were poor. The 
money had all dried up. .7hen we -innlfords . e r e poor, the r-st of the wrld 
oust be destitute. We had always known that hard work would enable us to be 
successful. !Tcw, no amount of hard work sould *ern money. I still kept busy 
and kept my house clean, as n moved out of my w hurct; ->*reet house with the 
bsv windows, ay wedding rinr was lost; the diarnend rolled alone the wooden 
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Special Interest or vested interest lows hsve heen passed since the 
'"■Mt f !.*» arch-oonaerv^tlva ptrtj Lfl LS60 v i to idviMt the raperrlek 
\A% business deals; government contracts and the superrioh deals are one and 
the same; the average clti7en has no say-so or r*al concern of the Federal 
rovernment, vt\ic h belongs to the vested interest groups listed In Forbes 
Tiegazine. Ve would be better off with a sovereign presidency or royal family 
whose honor and name would be considered in deals wl*h the povernment. The 
Jack-ler yahoos who win the presidency for e term or two are too self-serving 
to work for the whole United States and the future reiterations the way that 
a royal family would if they had promise of beinr on the throne forever on* 
thus had a long history before them to bring honor and plory to their name* 

The arch-conservative element of this country have no history of family 
and are so proud of being scum that they live up to their name whloh is nothing 
so nothing anyrood is whet we get* Franklin Delno Roosevelt had a rood family 
background and was great enough for the tasks; Voodrow /llson had family back- 
ground and was up to the task till his health faile* in office. Thomas Jef- 
ferson was en eristocrat and certainly up to the challenges* George Washington 
was good enough but his inability to have children made him 1et*st a dynasty 
so he was in error to oppose the permanent presidency idea since his line 
would end with him f but he had brothers/ Our rovarnement is a dismal failure 



in every aspect: the deficit spending in name of saving is a laugh a minute, 
the trade balance is a disgraoe, foreirn policy is nil in the name of God 
since the Armageddon fools are in control claiming to quote the Bible but n^v^r 
having read it to know that a lest mlllenlum will reign of peace so why not 
use God in their prayers to bring peace snd spend the war money on helping 
people, but peace enieavors would not make the superrich even r'cher; and the 
common man is too common to read and realize he is being used by the Bible 
thumping falae prophets who tell them exactly how to vote by bringing a ballot 
to church already marked with God's candidate on the line. I do v.ant to live 



lonr er.-u^ii to see all the hairbralned things done in the naa \e jfifo y> f.p od govern- 
ment oroved as the idiby it is; I can read and think so I knoi^pfilPt he youth 
can net read very well and do not want to bother themselves learning facts* 

The younr folks today think they are the smartest people ever on the face 
of the earth, yet they read so poorly and know hardly any hlstcrlO tLXaatlfcl M m 
and cannot write notes with pro.er s;«e:iinr or punctuat!on f yet theO&S'^"/ 
much more than truly intelligent folks. I do wonder what kin* of lunenoy has 
prevailed to let a false self-hood prevail? T do believe that lead poisoning, 
perhaps gasoline in the air from lead gea, has caused it because lead poison Ln| 
heip*%^ destroy ancient Greece in their lead cooking pots and the Remans with 
lead pipes in the aqueduct* All great cultures fall from within, not from the 
complete ovej£5k<wal from outside powers so the superrich are really laughing 
on selling tne dumb citizens on the need to make more weapons to store *hile 
we have overkill ^eponryj but no one has the ruts rr the knowledge to prove 
that in conrress. ^ut the United States oltizens deserve all the horrible 
things that are happening now; people are no long friendly and nice to eaoh 
other so -asic respect of the individual is a thin? of the past, only big monej 
gets resect; folks always compliment a person on the really fine house they 
own cr the expensive foreign car they drive, not their manners or kindness. 

God is nowhere in the actions of citizens in this country; Gcd is surely 
not in the church buildings because the plate for more funds pets passed till 
the quota pets met; personal conversations say praise Gcd but the folks say 
gossipy things that nerate all the holy words of praise (Just like saying so 
manv hall Marys while leaving to commit more sin so more hail Varys can be 
said and paid for). The preaahejrs are going to have to be gotten cut of the 
"IllHnn and the ohurch tddflH^nJ^ self-values to the people's om persona. 
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edit out tae bad error3 fron typing ^nd f orget fulness. I usually use the 
V.ctionary to dcuble check my personal letters. My penmanship Is so bed that 
no one can read what T write by hand. 

I told my children when they were little that their spouses would say 
a^en and ugly things about my handwritinr. And I was correct. I ev*n heard 
Qli unkind remarks. Robert 1 s wife Vary said the meanest things that she knew 
I would overhear and she was* the bl g*st church fanatic. Big church workers 
feel they have Ood f S ear so why be nice since God already likes them better 
than other folks or so they must think. 

T always went to church ev°ry Sunday rrowlng up and as a young.wife. 
Small towns have little else to do and so nuch rossl p oan be coileotefat a 
church house that f»w oan resist oing. *lso f being at church does keep a 
little l*ss gossip fron betnr said about you since you can walk around and 
tlm nak» the big goosslp*rs change the iUbjMt from you wklle talking or 
lsughlng at soneone els* 1 s ugly dress. w hurch Is a good place to «o tr show 
off a n*w wardrobe rr a n*w oar. &od always rewards hard work with a nice 
oar /Good grade point average or all A f s La strlckly God*s reword fcr tavlng 
done a good parental <ob of raising kids right to attend church (^od Is made 
out to be a Santa Claus keeping a list and checking It twice with all names 
to get rewards or nct-^Jcd Is a bl? brother looking ov«r ev**ry shoulder all 
the time, to hear tell, so why does so much bed stuff go unpunished 1 ) • 

The Great Depression lasted ten years for Toi anl m*. Huvlng a child 
in 1934 did not help at all; Lynna Sst^lle was born In November of 1926. V/e 
had so much noney to give her ev-»rythlnr she v/anted; all the pictures of h*r 
In date c-oat carts and on horseback with fine clothes. She had a purse *..ith 
bmt own money, even. But the richness of the 1920' s for me with my nice bank 
account was not all good for Tom's sisters. lissey Taylor tov* had 9 children 
so she was poor or no mcney to spare. And Opal ^a^lor Kackey had only Tor^tta. 
But Opal In the late 20 f s oame to live with us and stayed all Fall; we bcurht 
clothes and books for Loretta then( schools did not furnish books then so 
parents had to purchase them and children took care of the books, not like 
today since the state furnishes them). Opal even us*d the Pontiac when she 
wanted to go anywhere. Opal was fun to b* around; she laughed a lot <*vn n during 
her hard times because we bought her clothes and treated her as one of the 
family which sh" was Tom f s sister — little did I know that Opal would someday 
beooae a big club woann and be listed in «/ho f s «^ho of Am^r' ^r. ~~r.). 
Loretta lov*d Tom like her own daddy vfco was long gone. Tbm had two girls. 
Ke loved hsvln • little girls to buy c^ndy for In town; Iynn^ "s^lle always 
saved her candy to eat at home so us Hot to mess u. h~r pr°tty dr*ss; I n*ver 
taught h«r to dr that; my example of never eating between m*als and always 
being cl-an Just rubbed off. Iynna ^stelle preferred her daddy; she told 
•v*ryon* the t sh* was h*r daddy 1 9 -irl; she looked Just like hla, toe, so 
dark ar.^ ±fc or^yT Twc *as In a pod, thoae two. 

■ it my son Rcb-rt was sickly and nearly died until h* was 6 v.h*n his 
tonsils were finally r*t»oved. He was born with blue eyes that did not turn 
dark brown till he wae almost 3ix; his hair was white as cotton until 7. He 
looked so.vwhat Ilk* the Taylors. Lynne ^stelle had dark black *yes at birth. 
Robert wss the favotite of *ny folks or cousins until his hair turned dark. 
Robert was cute and pranced lik* a drum major 1n a band. Everyone llk<*d to 
nun fingers through his whl** h*ad of hair; he did not Ilk* to have it massed 
u at all. Robert stayed f he cleanest of any child I *"«r saw; he lov«d to 
eat watermellon and could eat a whole laf? 6 on ° b y hlnself and ftt n*var F*t 
a drop of 1uloe on him; he mmbsi t on the long Biliary tack porch and l*t his 
legs hand off thf porch, fi lo <ens would Jump up to g^t seeds that he would 
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Rcb*rt learned to read well by r*adinr aloud to his sick Grandfather 
Xlnnlford whose cataracts were too bad to see prio/7. When little Robert mie- 
prouaoed ■ wrA| K r mm strrtoted prof fly Nfl told 4 h* ■e>mlnj of the *ord, 

7ven Charl»s T. Alexander had Robert to r<*ad chapters fron the Elbl*; they 
all enccuraped him to become a pr<*ach^r since he could not play the violin 
because of inn»r ear rlsens that caused tone defnesa* Robert liked to learn 
so hi was more interested in reading the encyclo; o^dia ; he r-ad the big 
dictionaries on *he stand nd learned new words ererj day; for a little tyk* f 
he had a bip vocabulary and oo^ld us** them, "ot^rt liked to be around older 
folks and did not enjoy playing with children at all. Robert did play with 
his cars and toys a lot; he hod tinicer toys to build bhings out of. Robert 
*as a perfectionist; he would not k*ep s car that all tne wheels did not roll 
•fMlfi ^v^rythin* that he had apart tad as expected or he traded It off. He 
k*pt most of his toys and did not permit other ohildren to play with his own 
thin s; anyone who threw or tried to t*ar up his toys rot 3*nt hc-ie; Robrrt 
v/ould ju3t f;ut his things in a box and cease playing '.hen rough housing ever 
startnd--n*edless to 3ay he was not popular out he knev. he was ri^ht so he 
did not care about the rowdy youngins 1 . I ob*rt never cursed or talked ugly; 
he had s large vocabulary to insult the playmates who did not understand what 
he had colled them. Robert did not car* to associate w!th anyone who knew l*ss 
than he did. Growing up f thourh, he did not like the oli*r boys because they 
wer« r*1n«cks and drinking and cursing was their fare game. He found 'hem 
course and disgusting. In hirh sohool, Robert was the opposite of most loud 
ohildren; he was in several orranlzetlons and officer of # sone because the 
rowdy ones .ranted to be free to *~o do noisy things. Rc tfma in the 3reaa 
plays, yet he did not *n.1oy their parties later ao he cane hone and liked 
to war'< in the ynrd. Robert r*ad 3 lot and avoided parties because he said 
that Texar!<ans people vere two faced and hateful In a nice way. H e was right 
so T let him »ursue h's own in*er>sts; we went to church for *v-rv service. 

r.cbert was a v*ry rood student in high school and college. Lynna ^st^H* 
tos net a rood hirh school student th* tost y«ar; she rot into the T-xnrkana 
crowd that b«li*r*d studying was a waste of ti -T^t^redn^cks always know all 
worth knowing so th^y wanted to r erne in on t]ieiT%^»vel # lynna I. had b*en a 
verv rood student in ^le;wntary and junior high school; she would practice 
her homeovrk on little Robert; he l*arn«d fast but he did poorly in "len«ntsry 
school because he was bored and already icnew all th^t that the teachers taught 
3'nce his sister ftfes 7 years older and had praotlotd h«r lessons on hlm.TIe, 46*^ 
did not do wall until the 5th gr-de and then not really well until the 9th ' 
grade wh*n a Mr a. Loor.ls taught him; *hen he was a very rood student grade- 
wis*. She wes a Kltohens whose brother was a m a dical doctor here r lus one of 
her brothers !*ad b*en rovernor of Cuba when TJ.S. wm protectorate of it after 
turn of this century. 3he was a classy lady who inspired learning, not so 
rednedk like the teaohera who could not themselves pronounce the words in the 
textbooks or know meanings of things referred to. row, the rednecks control 
education and teaoh their l&zy way, to fore* boredom upon all when presenting 
the lessons, Education Is v.orse off than th* T \8« rov«rme«nt in D.C. : T o hope 
°xists for the teaoher element in this country. 

My Robert became a *eao her; he won teacher of the year in 19 7 0 and even 
has a literary **rm to his credit. But the jealousy from the redneck t«ach rs 
Is so fierce that the redneck ayatem allows only rewards in pay to their own 
kind who have to lov* football or be coaches to gain control of the administr- 
ation. Coaches usually teaoh history when not coaohlng so they can hardly 
pronounce words much less teach an idea sc it is no vender that the level of 
students has sunk so low; the redneck mamma teachers oan f t teaoh and the red- 
neck -Bjcrity student body element assumes that they knew enough already. 
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Commerce was hit ha*d by the depression. All the railroad buildings Just 
stood vacant *.nd finally rotted down; the brick roundhouse finally went to 
nothing Tom found temporary work at Tyl*r and there were a lot of Commerce 
folks *h*»r*; the Ice cr*am man even w*nt to ^vler. An old an had a oart to 
push full of 'ce crea*i vdtll a bell ^nd little lynna Sstelle said that was her 
Ice cream man; T tertlj found a nlckle to let h°r buy ioe cream and th*n sure 
enough it Mil the Commerce vendor. We saw him ev*ry day after that but not to 
buy ice cream since a nlokle e day was too expensive. That work also played 
out. 

W# moved back to Commerce and then we lived in the city park house and 
tended the zoo. Commerce had a monkey and oth*»r animals. The monkey liked Ton 
and would pick through his hair for fleas to eat; later Tom had crabs but no 
aonkey to pick them out. That monkey was Jaalous of Lynna ?stelle who woo 11 
hup her daddy a lot. The monkey was taking a bath .-/hen Lynna B. came by. nnd 
that monkey bit a plue out of 'hat child; she bled and screamed; the teeth 
tt that monkey were full of poison or venum lik* a snake; I had to take a knife 
and cross cut the nound and squeeze old brownish looking Juice out of her 
holt?; It did heal up without a hole. T put all kinds of poultioe pecks on it; 
my mother helped a lot later. Tom oha3e3 tl'iat monkey all ov«r the rooftops of 
the neighborhood and the monkey chunked Hubs and stloks of stove wood at m om; 
their love affair was over for sure. Thbt Makftf U#d soon aft*r and I was 
fclad. Then, the city zoo .ent totally bankrupt; the OitJ pa k house b^oame 
empty for years and In 195;, alt| llbra/y v/ent in and tl *n a new tax made 
that ^nt^r.rlse jrofltable so finally th* old post office building b»came the 

a1 tv 1 1 r rnrv 

Aft^r the 700 f ob, Ton then had to try to find *ork so we w*nt to Houston 
wher» pood Jobs did exist. Put the pood Jobs existed only for those who had a 
local Houston address In 1929 the year before th« d^r^ssion b*»^an. Thus, we 
lived with Lissey Love so that address could be fiven and she knew lots of 
folks. Tom helped h^r run ajcafe; her husband Pud Lov* had been killed in a 
train colloison; the enrln* turned over and the boiling water sca]Ad him to 
death; that was the fee^ of «v«ry *nrineer at that time. A train always derail* 
end the ov*rturn*d *nrine would spew steam a mile high and far around so the 
firman and •nMn A er would die surely. The railroad did pay ten thousand dolla< 
for each death. lissey T ove got h«r ten thousand so she started a oafe so 
*L t <vi orh foci could be provided h»T Cj ^. Mdren . ttM tad i Mt Of twin 

boys when Eud died; four of h*r children wer* te#narers. Hack, 7eck f P.C. and 
Kay wwre able to help out; Jack was a boozer like his dad Bu£ # Tom helped be 
the father ima^e so *hey stayed In line while he was there. Ray Love finally 
smarted a truck line and did well. T r. .va* fculed Houth^d that he could 
not pav a compliment with cussing; he would say v that is a pretty shotted assed 
baboon of a car you have there/ 1 And *het was the nioe stuff h* wouid said; 
he called *v-rybody a bip old turd; he ence told a p^eoh^r that he had lust 
h*ard *h« h*at CD sermon in the world and the pr*ach*r ^ulped r*al hard.* 

The twin boys Honey Boy and Sassy were reared nicely. But Lissey had b*en 
poor so low thut her spirit was almost broken so when the depression beran 
she did better beca^fc boozer husoand was no lonper drinkinr up the extra 
cash, only he first two sons were bad drinkers and the r*et worked to have 
something nioe finally. And they did become rich encuf* to live a rood life. 

Opal had a hard time; sh« v<ork*d at Simpson 1 s Cafe whioh was an old rail- 
road Sinirv oar turned Into a diner. Sh* wis a hard -vorklng waitress so that 
sh« could take left ov*r food home for herself and little Loretta. a blp old 
Pennsylvania Dutchman always ate breakfast there; he wore overalls as did lots 
of working folks. In 1936, that Dutchman threw down a lonr legal document and 
saidfkfiss Opal, you pot a little girl at home that needs a full time mother and 
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•arrled, what the heck." And Victor Shaub^rrer was sheriff of Liberty County 
which is n*xt to Houston. He owned a sawmill, owned Mie Puick dealership and 
th* Packard ar*ncy and *he Studebak*r and the Nesh agency as v/ell as the old 
Terra:lan« er.^ncy in liberty. His buiok agency made the hor* hzfift words, 
"Better Buy Buick" when the hcnn was honked. Victor owned several hundred 
:c---s of farm land end liv*d in a big round house in Hardin, T*xas. tfell, we 
v/*nt to Hardin to v/ork for victor now that Opal was big stuff, v/arl was truly 
available. Tom did f inishing-^carpentry ; he knew how to do all that just as 
his own father was a carpenter of oil derricks. 

Ida Salmon Taylor was anrxy at Tom and n*ver got ov*r h<*r mad either. 
Tom had driven to Graham to pick-up Mister Taylor in 1932 when he was sick 

was supoos«d to b« di*in^. He got >*11 and lived 28 more years so Ida 
ms sore as a wet h*n and h* Id us r*sron?lbl* for bringing th it cl A to 
live in Comm^roe. tfh*n he finally got a pension, sh* l*t him live in her 
c-arage that the old man built Into a room; he raised a pard*n for Ida and 
ov*t 90 TC^nt ~f h a r v p- ^tab 1 ^ ere no longer boicht - he also had heps that 
he butchered so their grocery bill d*creas*d a lot. But Ida hated Mister Taylor 
and ma^a life ml8 n raM« for him and for anyon« «lse vho waa nice to him. He 
wrote his -n^.T.oiri about h*r and did say some mighty true things about her. He 
kn^w Ida better than anyone else and he vented his anger on paper* Ida did 
burn the first or at l»ast one typad copy of his lif* history; sh« thought 
hhe had won, but my son Hob^rt *es ,-iven a copy of eaoh episode as *he old man 
finished a few pe^*s. Most likely soqp i*iges did all r^t lost. 

Living in Hardin was not good* Bli rains ^ame and seemed never to stop. 
Storms were worse than in 2a st T*xes. Ke ware on th<* eastern edge of the Big 
Thicket forest, ./ild animals cra.vlAd out at n ' (tit to hunt food st our 3cor 
s f *p. to had a ten foot chicken wrjye f«ne* around an -ere of our house, ^nd 
a Brahman bull could Jump that fence with no effort; little Robert celled 
them hump«rs. Our cet Nosey Lee looked like a coon and was nearly shot several 
tim«s for food by other folks. Folks at* whet they could kill. We shot black 
birds flying- ov°r to make blackbird pie. We ate all kinds of t range aniwls 
back then; I n-v°r liv°d so poorly in all my life. TTie Tsylors liked that I 
was having a bad time; ^lsle had reslly told scne strunge tales about me, 
havinp so much money and her havln none. Like "v*r*tte w:.s entitled to what 
I had •erned. ISlsie had a way about petting folks to believe her lies; she even 
got my sister Lynna to cash in all her Insurance nd five it to SD and ^lsie 
during the depression and they never repaid it. That was over five tucusund 
dollars, which was the same amount that I lost In th* bank failure and also 
equal to whnt the house, car, furniture end fur coot had all cost f so that 
was a fortune b ok then—like several hundred thousand dollars today. Lynna 
nev«r harped about that either or thr*w it up in th*ir fao*; sh* preferred 
^v^r^tt* for some reason to all of us but Lynna l*arn*d to hate Elsie which 
was an easy thing to do. 

lf y sister Lynna was good to me und *he children; she loved her namesake 
T.ynna ^stelle like h*r *wn; «i it#T Lynna said she would not love anymore babieg 
that would b* rov-d away in a bip d«pr*ssion so wh*n little Robert Mil born, 
she swore off. p ut he picked Lynna out to leve -;nd sh* ooild not resist *is 
snlle; she l*ft him h*r lsnd and all her love fcr*v-T In h^r last-will-and- 
t^stamen*. : nert had four Bothers with ne f my two sisters nd his bother* 
He said it was too ha~d to suffer to riv* i «io ^any to death so h<rfi»v»r 
wanted any ohildren to s H *W the pain of riving u.. sn nany lov#»d ones; he 
found lov too suffering to do that to anyone *lse. Not to heve ohildren is 
a wonderful thing so as to avoid passing on all the pain to a loved one. 
Robert always has a reason far everything he does; hf» even work*? u *11 the 
genealogy charts «nd eave museum Items tc th* glory of our family name, yet 
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BoMrt how*v*r codd n*v*r remarry ethically bacause of hia divorce. 
Only d*ath or art iltrf merits remarriage aa the pood book t^ohes. Robert 
knows the Bible well. Hla wlf* Vary was too man to commit &dultry with 
anyone; sh* *as too ugly for anyone to desire her. And ahe was hateful aa 
hell so she isn't nice cting enough to find another husband* Robert can 
never r«mrry; the Church of Christ readers of *he Eible know that well. 
T*v*n my Baptist friends said Robert oould marry a Rood Christian lady but 
then they would both be adulterers so would no longer be rood Christians, 

The de: r«ssion got worse, not better every year, Tn 1937 and 1933 we 
w*re in Hardin; Lynna ^stelle pot lice in her heir from school kids who were 
dirty an* tried on her caps because of the oolors knitted by my mother. Their 
folks did not knew how to make things so they had nothing pretty and had to 
borrow things. Rednecks can f t keep their hands off other folks ,-roperty f yet 
they are big talking Baptists snd act so Christian but their ?an f t fall-from- 
(T*0« hrlv-rolly ktllftfl k*ep them so sanctified that only th» devil makes 
them commit a sin ani thus are nev*r h*ld accountable for personal acts. 

We learned to avoid those lousy kids an* their worse parents. Th«y were 
filthy and low c&assed Beptiats, talking godly th!ngs while b«lng dirty be- 
cause it was destiny that the lice were there end would Just go away when God 
no lonr»r w«*nt«d to punish them. We avoided those Baptist fools Htc* th* 
plague. People in tht ^i* Thicket still thought the c'vil v;ar was raring, and 
many called It th« silver war. !Tev*r d i «i I s^^ such ignorant folks. I was 
glad that my ancestors came from Virginia and Scotland; we were not doomed 
to b« so irnorant by 'nf«rior -*n*s. The depression showed me why so lany 
folks are poor: their r°n*tic background or pool of ^nes are full of sickness 
and mental schizoid traits, ^hey a *e urchins at b*st. 

Opal was a big club woman; she was active in t h* /oodamn of the /or Id 
^ircle and insurance sales. Opal by *he early 1950 f 3 became a national figure 
and ws listed in Marquise's ^hos f s V«ho of iim*r i c_a n Wo men . She cane to T^x^rkana 
and waa bir stuff; folks were so gl^d to be near me since my sister-in-law 
was Mrs. Opel Shsub^rc^r. 

Vlotor Shaub^rger was a devout w.uak*r; he had a candle burning in hia 
bedroom window at night far a wayward traveler. He waa rood to me; he checked 
that we had ^nou^h food in t h*» house, especially when Tom ws away wcrking 
for him. Victor wes th« f ir8t employ *r to tak* out the new f angled Sooial 
Security tax from hia sawmill v.orkers, but *h*n Tom retired, no benefits had 
j>«</b*en paid to hi3 account In the I930 f s so Victor kept the funds himself. We 

did g«t groceries when we needed them th* most so I do not begrudge or condemn 
the Christian Victor for stealing that money from the government; he knew 
that the lat° 19 3u t ia^was a b^tt-r tine to s.**nd the money that was being taken 
to tfa ahinct on t D. Coffer far future benefita. Again, highly religious folks can 
st*al and nev«r go to Jail or have to repay the money and then they Just say 
the devil made me do It so all is forgiven; redn^oks and yahoos have turned 
religion into a farce and a bir laugh sc the fundamentalist religions are a 
bird neat on the ground for Justifying one f s evil ways aa becoming good sud- 
denly without retribution; all these deg-eat-dog religiona are Just pseudo 
1unk religions that do not teaoh ethics so they can ret big memb rthipa to 
build impressive churoh buildings. 

Loretta Mackey married several times around Hardin. The Hardin family 
and Humphries family had lnt^rmarr led ; Vrs. Humphries had been a Hardin and 
kin to John .*sley Hardin who was ao emery that he shot a man for snrrlng 
too loud (Tohn Hardin married a Taylor and was involved in the Taylor* 
Sutton feud in South Texas after the civil war), ^aoh family owned ov*r four 
hundred thousand aer«s; >'rs. Kuti hreys had oil fields but still lived in her 
two story log cabin built by her ancestors over a century before; t ^ w C8b i n 
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Kalita Humphreys was one of h«r offspring; Kelita wos named for the old 
Indian chi*f who liked kill aririnal settlers and thus was nice to thea by not 
scalping everyone. Kallta TTumphreys had gone to ^roadway and was a star of 
scr* note so she returned hone to found a theatre In uncultured T«xas. I 
should know how yahoo and redneck Texas culture Is; football and country 

horrible grammar end even worse pronunciation is all 
om life, Good violin playing Is beyond the average 
ehend; they want break-downs or fiddling around. And 
by saving cut her throat before I scream bloody murder, 
eatre and opera and the ballet 9nd classical muslo all 

tell people out of state that I 
and the loud mouthed oil men who 



western songs full of 
that the folks want f 
person's ears to oomp 
opera is responded to 
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speak lonp b*for« they think. Texans f*ar eduoated people and want everyone 
to be as unenlightened as they are so education will always be suspect and 
thus feared by the voters. Quality anything can never be recognized by the 
redneck or yahoo ^l^.nent of America und ov«r *0 cent of the TJ.3. is 
redneck and yahoo, Just listen to TV (in New v ork they say youse guys and 
>laces say Cuter fcr Cuba even whe 
imphreys had a daughter vAio marrie 
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Kallta Humphreys had a threatre in Dallas named f I r h 
family Is kin to Sherwin v/lnniford througli his mother Lula 
Lane of Paris, Tex* 3. T he old lady bought a new Cadillac 
front c^te during the degression Just to prove that ehe ha 
during those hard times when folksfr gossips tnet she too 
OMfn private natural gas well to provide fuel for h*r lo* 
far in the country for city gas. Peaides, she most like: 
p-*s used by Houston ?t that time. Lots of rioh folks 11^ 
So many of the people w*»re sc oountry looking and b 
disliked strangers vary much >nd did net v nt anrth 
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'nan made the rounds; he had been to moat of the Reuses on the road so he 
loft the oar door open *hen he ran In for a moment to ?et aore clothing so 
a nanny poat crewled into his driver's seat and proceeded to chew up the 
clothing. A roet can be the most destructive animal in the world. I ha<* a 
nanny oat for milk to 1 1 ve my son Robert. He could not drink cow's milk 
so U l oat *as b»st to settle his stomach; today he has an iron stomach 
for estinr and not h vine digestive troubles. The nanny goat we hed would 
Jump onto the ro-f of the milking shed and run the l«npth of LO feet while 
I grabbed her teats and then squeeze while little Lynns ^5. would run v;!th 
the buokmt to catch the mlllc t especially in the mornlnr e«~iy was when the 
nanny po^t ran wild on the -oof tops. little Robert would run anl be dunclng 
like he had to wee-wee he was sc-hunrry for his milk^so I would squirt sons 
of the stream of milk onto his lips; his face would ret milky and he would 

iokly wipe the face cl*an; he could not stand a dirty face. N had several 
jcr»s tc the lace; the Johnson place m kinfolks of my gr*^t-r~andmother 
Susan Johnson tflnniford from St. Louis, Vissouri; the Johnson family also 
came to Texas when the ..'inniford family went west. 

All of my family went west ..ith their families; relatives s*uck torether, 
Texas was net settled by cut-throats &n-i ,f - *rsh like the newspaper 
historians Life* to say all the time; ttat is why I sent oopltl of the diary 
from Dalles County to gold rush of California into the Dallas 
3c tlM sesquicentennial could have a story about family unit c 
not everyone was a thief leovinr bid times and the law to come 
CTT t:.ing of BOM To Texaa is used in pr!nt to say sorry *hlte 
Texas. Family mita settled Texas and thus the educated folks could read and 
write t: keep their landgrants. Someone should do a definitive res^a ched 
book on the family stories of Texas settlers. Just as ay gr^at-pr^ndfa ther 
Urbane Alexander cume with his kinfolks because the Stevenson family had 
ccme to Texas and preached the first protestant sermon in L815 n^ar Pecan Point 
ibove prmmmnt day Mtm Vernon by Reverend < 11 11am 3tev«nson; Vrs. Urbane 
Alexander was Mary Drennsn Alexander so her sister 3arah i^renaon Stevenson 

ated from Kentucky before 
settled In Illinois and then came to Texas M a family unit. 

?'y .ilnniford name jncestors cane to Texas because the Nc 
? . : - rvelle indlford IIM ffltll till MVtfl 
jjrrh vinniford Smith married Godfrey Smith who 
and 3-nith County; a Smith went to the pold rush 
40 war^n loads of his friends from Dallas County tc ro an^ come bacic rich to 
wtch the wits of the Smith family expedition to the famed California rold 
rush, plus the Asbel Smith who was ambassador to England from the Republic 
of Texas. Our ^ood hard working family of ••innifords married only ha d working 
oevali*r stock families. Elizabeth Wlnnlford married Godfrey Smith. 

another of rrandp8w f s sisters married **enrv ^anta; the ^enta family wss 
connected to the Mad! son ,# ex-vell Monro* Taylor family of Cherry Vood Pl^ntetlor 
ne j^ vinnsboro so Su&frfiJ Vinninf ord ^anta makes us kin to a lot of kissing 
cousins * Mp East T*xas. Ssfeh Ann Jinn .ford r ence ma*rl*d Tohn P*noe. 

Nancy Wlnnlford Vullican married T c n Vullican, Amanda ••in. iford "lll»r married 
Bthi'el ff iller and Vartha V i iry wlnnlford married Hiram Vaughn and Frances ^. 
■i i 'ford Vstts awrrled Sam r *. tts. And Winnlforl m«n married kinfolk of 
the sisters such as m'. iam Tohson vinniford married Sarah Jane Veurhn In 1855 
after ooming b ck from the rold fields; Norvelle R. ^inniford married lfaUnda 
^,oar. I am kin to half of cla line Texas settlers und the families used to 
visit th* Old home, lace because of the famous violin player Sam Wlnnlford and 
the rsest known Baptist of then ell !i*v«rend Doctor Charles ?. Alexander who 
i at thenomeplflce so ofton. e were the center of attention because we aii^ 
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Cur hC *place always hai rrov^nr whatever was tbi s^asonf plums, peaches, 
b*rr<es and wa terms Ions, Food was plentiful bounty from our herd work; we 
raised 90 percent of what we ate, Hors hutched always had plenty m*at salted 
down (meat raised Is why one does not say raised kids because r°ar«d Is thfl 
human response to life), *e also had our own killed b*ef. -Vould kill a big 
calf for barbeouelng when dorens of folks were on the plaoe. «Ve went fishing 
all year to have a variety and plentiful stock; also frog legs and backs 
tasted ^ood so we could go late on* nirht and fror gig a toe sack full of 
bull frogs to eat the next breakfast; the boys or men usually §aj0J*4 rolnr 
frog riglng; we had several harpoons and <rig olttm;s on long p°C8n handles 
for that purpose* Distant cousins also came around us after World ar I booaus* 
graat-^unt Beoky Alexander tfas gettlnr v*ry old for someone born in frontier 
times; they wanted to Inherit her _rc _ *rty and money. She would not make out 
a will. Old ti^ey folks avoided death actions because that would br1 ng death 
early acoording to the yahoo thinking, ~lso f for an ol^er person to plant 
a cedal tree meant that death would come before the first year of rro^th 
happened; and the redneck element lov*d to sit around talking about when th«ir 
good fortune cf land would ooms If the old folks did any work of planting 
around the place; that energy of wcrking rather than hoping for demise of a 
loved one would have better been s^nt doln£ th*lr own hard work on their land, 
anyway, kin folks from distant plaoea came to inherit money when *unt Becky 
died; folks who n^v^r turned a hand to help her, That*s why a will should be 
mad* to leave only to those who visit and help the old folks. 

The depression really nade us all have to sanage our pennies while working 
harder, Channelview was net ouch better than Ha -din. Tom was gone more to find 
work; the fall of 193* was long. Wa planted a warden that the armadillo 0 s 
rooted up faster than we oould plant, I never saw an armadillo before coding 
to South Texas. T hated the smell :f t. he air full of paper nills und the oil 
refineries, so nasty *n the nose all the tine. I could hardly wait to move 
away, > finally r^turne* to Tast Texas in the v all of 1939, Victor Shauberger 
loaded us up in a big sawmill truck to take all our belong'n^s home to my 
rcots called tfinniford *ay. 

Neighbors nt Channelview were much better than at Hardin, Mrs. /hite 
lived across the street in a fancy modern cabin tht t is still there. I went 
back enly onoe to see the Ordnance Pl^nt fate at our old driveyay. The, 
Kfattlngly family with boys lived across the roed and they had dogs all over 
the place. Then, Peggy Rlohardson lived up the road; she opened a plant farm 
later en3 did well; her son Billy played with Robert a lot. k n«.v roof was 
being put on their piace vfcen tne hot tar ran onto little Ellly f s baok, such 
pain and anny Mas hard to relieve. .Ve used to stop by her house on way heme 
from church; one cay was hot and sne made homemade ice cream but it turned 
coH that evening late ao we ate the mel+'r if gallon and then nearly froze 
our InsHes apart; the cold hit our eye teeth tc to ke cur °yes ache shut. 

On my birthday in 1939; all Ilssey Love f s children came to visit : id spftfU 
the day but did not bring any food as usual, ButJg»*ggy Richardson was reedy 
to celebrate my birthday for me only so she hadMto go up there to her house 
before *a.m.; they came before 9am so I did get a meal that T did not hev<* 
to cook, ^elnr a good cook can be a draw back for femil ckM*tr* tl oris • Opal 
ofton brought all the relatives to my Louse for me to cook for them v/hen they 
visited from Commerce; Opal was too busy to cook and cl*an house uj after her 
wn brothers and sisters and their families so T had them palmed off on me 
s'nee T was at home alwavs with my children; T learned to drebd seeing those 
bi | Buicks or Packardi drive the lane, Victor always came later with more 
grocery moeny; he was a kind man and had feelings for others. He knew that 
Opal liked to be a big wig and thus would big shot around town but not want 
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"th*l *vans Taylor was a hug* wo-nan; sh* was also a Seventh Day Adventlst 
preacher lady* 3Ke end all her children were so heavy that when their big car 
hit a pothole It would break an axel. 2th*l herself could re 1 re an axil 
**a3t*r than any mechenio; h*»r sen Buster could repair a oar very easily. They 
war* fun to v e around, even little Sthel or ^thel Tun lor looked Just like her 
Bother 6nd wes fun. Elate Pearl laughed a lot; /.hen little Robert would run 
*ntc ^ ^rly in tlM •norning whll* gettinr dressed, th«y •wuld sey f M you 
Irill r«t four picture taken. " 0" course h<* v/9nt«d his picture taken until T 
ex the true meaning; they ware all very moral so that was a Joke. 

Victor 3haub«rcer checked on us of ton to r# lve money to keep rroceries 
well str?k*d # It took 9 tv.enty-five pound sack of gold medal flc*. e r each 
breakfast to feed everyone. Hiey had crocked th<» cowiode at Opal 1 3 house so 
she brought them to as where only aa outhouse existed. We bed a long path 
to travel -nd hid to wetoh out for ground rattlers. I carried a hoe to kill 
the snakes. .Ye had a hoe all over the plooe to kill snakes. Once, we killed 
a sticking snake that looked colorful but the tail struck net the head, 
dog got stun? and died In l rt ss than a minute, v/e pickled tha tail to show 
folks back in Sust Texas later; we lived Just .cross thfjbhannel from the 
San Jacinto monument with the star Lighted later. 

Snukes lived und*r the houa* ^nd would Jump up a foot durinr tlM heat 
of the day when they encountered each ether, so I had to v#atch very hard when 
Robert pl8yed with his cars un1 Just -walked around. Put a cat named Mosey lee 
loved Robert I ad would go everywhere .,1th him, mel/i^K hung around Robert 
because he fished a lot nd she would c&tch the crawfish off his hooked bait 
before he could get to it; so Kob«rt oftoo brought Nosey Lee bnck to the house 
to be put in the closet since our screens: had rotten and new ones cost too 
much; th« wasps and dirtdobh»rs really ca*e and went at will. But *?osey Lee 
would quickly f unp out the windows and beat Robert back to the fishing hole. 
I of ton let th* cat out for his own protection. Nosey was b-tter then a watch 
dog for snakes; she would charm them by going in ciroles and hypnotizing then. 
She n*v*r ^ot bitten. tfhen we moved, she fed kittens that nor:;ing f 90 we left 
her with th* *hite family who kept her for years and //rote us at Christmas 
about the news of *he area, ^he '.Vhite family .vould buy watermelons for the 
children so Fob^rt had plenty of his favorite desert b*:?euse of tnea. 

Christma? rifts were provided by his «unt Lynns; she caie to visit at 
w hrlstmes to bring the candies and all the Santa Claus ^ifts that otherwise 



1 



ut the 



depression ana tne her '-.•s. y sister jynna even made clothes *nd coats for 
us; she could sk^toh ^etmen V9rcus window displays to go home and cut out 
th* d*s!rns Into her own fin* clothes so she had lovely clothes for herself 
and h a r lov«d cnes. .then I^ynna visited, Opal always made a big show because 
Lynna was regal and so ffn^lv dressed jnd she drov* her big ?ar dcwn f only 
ence did she ride the train. Lynna had so much to bring that 8 whole oar v 4 as 
need to paok it all in. Opal would tour Calveston Island and give a big 
outing at their houseboat. *Ve would go crebing *>ven. One bir crab got loose 
from the net and was mad at the world Tor pulling it out of the sea so it ran 
for the first living thing it saw which vus little Robert who ran to the 
convertible Parckard; he Jumped onto the running board and hopped into the 
hack seat of the car &nd th* crab Just ran to the wheel of the car to pinch 
the tlree# Wa saw a bir turtle dead as big as a number 3 w*sh tub. .Ve always 
pioked up sea shells by th-> buschel bnsket. > f rs. Taylor would go along. Put 
0pal f s Terraplane woul* backfire so bad that Mrs. Taylor had *o ride ith 
Lynne to r*t relief from the noise. No body would ever mention "/HUr^ay lor to 
grandmother Tbylor but Robert would tell him everything we did and where we 
went; Robert loved them both even though they would not speak to each other 
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tfe visited San - T acinto mcnumant i th ny sister Lynna; the top was not 
finished durlnr the Christmas of 1938; tin cars looked like toy mooels to 
little Robert 30 h* *ald he wanted to go down and play with th«m In the parking 
lot. 3ut th* f^rry boat trip across 3cliver really scared the youngin; a big 
school bus full of field day students pulled onto till ^ry and the whole boat 
s a ttl«d dov/n into the w^ter and ankle deep water ev/ept serosa everyone, Also, 
the slow movement of th* f*rry ?auaed the land to seem to b* moving away rathej 
than th* boat leaving so Robert was scared, or he rather felt fooled by us. 
Robert had the best memory In the *orl d end n°ver forgot anything that happen- 
ed or was ev*r said to him or about him.And woe be unto anyone who said ugly 
thing 8 about, someone he loved; he layed them to whale turds for sure. And this 
■araory of having ov*rh*ard relatives say hst-ful things about his grandmother 
Maggie tfinniford still rings in his *ars when he sees or think! ^bout oertaln 
klnfolks. Robert is truly cursed v;ith a good rae^iory. Coiler* was ear" for h! m 
because he cou^d v'euslire the written pag* end .lust r* i% d In his min"d f s eye 
the infrrmation for a t*st; he has a photographlo memory like his dad. 

The Taylors ar* th* smartest folks in th* world; Tom has a good memory 
and can learn a consist of railroad car numbers as fast as the train passes 
before his eyes -nd then he can r*nember the order that fees to be cut-out 
so he ™de a good switchman for knowing where the railroad cars were in the 
long freight train of over a hundred cars. 

The Taylor family has besutifu teeth and lovely hands; my fingers are 
crooked and the little pinkie finger Is b*nt to point that kid gloves are 
split by the sharp bones; working Jn the fields with a hoe made all three 
of us .inniford girls thdt way, so we" ar^ teld. Hard *ark may not hurt anyone 
but it ruins the bene structure of delicate hands; we wore bonnets with fringe 
on edges to absorb pers A irption jnd also to keep oily cream on the skii to 
avoid wrinkling, e country rirls wanted lllly white skin net a suntan like 
the silly city gals today lie in th* sun for hours to g*t the dan NM :s sun 
on them, plus wasting their time; I make razoos or fast dashes frnm the house 
to the compost pile to empty cooking liquids ani/or ^elinrs so I get a ,1ob 
of real work done while ratting exercise and sunlight. Same thing goes for 
wasted energy of running for exercise; yardwork would us* the energy better 
while doing the exercise. A friend of Rob*rV|s by the nana of Billy Honeycutt 
is a r-ally well-musc lellad man who does nc£ or never has waneed out in a 
gym; he raises plants in his greenhouse and the daily exercise of retting a 
Job of work done keeps his body in perfect physical definition; he la double 
mus^elled body form and is the rage of the ladies at the hospital where fee is 
a night duty charge nurse; he did private duty for y*ars and was the favorite 
nurse for Collins Vllson, my mother 1 s cousin ani the father of Velcom vllson I 
so we know Pllly Honeyout well. r illy Honeycutt even went to Tulsa, Oklahoma 
for private duty in the 1950 f s v*ien Collins Wilson was on nitrog&c U*/|pblet3 
an* of ccurs* needed close supervision th^t his tycoon family co'ild^$Fovide. 
*!lly Honeycutt coild not believe how few entertainment dance halls snd olubs 
existed there so he proceeded to ask them why they lived in Oklahoma with all 
the money they had and could thus live anywhere th*y ohose or could afford. 
v illy experienced a bad tornado thtre that Just whirled across *he prairie for 
a lon^ tlM and then suddenly hit upon the scene wh*re h* was; the first storm 
Bill! did not go to the storm cellar but th* second storm he was the first on* 
down in the hoi* in th a '•round; he tells that story so full of mirth until we 
Just die laug^nr or can fall off the cou*h and roll across the floor, so to 
apeak* Billv *ven <-ot arrested by the sheriff because he was driving the Elisor 
car one of a doren and the 9trt-nge f^oe a*d* the sheriff do his duty; Billy 
really dislikes Oklahoma to this day— he thinks Oklahoma is * backward as the 
«nd New Yorkers think Texas is wild west full of fi*sty folks who use 
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The Arabs ore the b*st modern scapegoats becaur^* cf tl 
difference of religious wars continuing Into rnod-rn times from Gh^ngis Ehan 
whc nearly conquered Europe at the gates of Venice. Th« Arab cartel got the 
price of oil up very high on "old oil" which was oilwells drilled prior to 
1972 which sold for l*ss than two dollars a barrel while ov^r thlrty-fiv* dol- 
lars a barrel went for the Arab oil so the domestic U.S. producers ^ot their 
price of oil upward so now in 1937 we need high priced oil to keep employment 
high* As several well-educated oilmen I know said It f "We is now the Arabs. " 
The old oil low price would be like ruling thet our farmland products could 
not be sold above the 18$2 market j.rtoe since w* had inherited our landgrant 
estate upon Hrbane Alexander's death back then* 3ut cheap oil built T*xas and 
prospered the first one million population of Houston as the petro-chemlcal 
capital of the acrid. The superrloh oilmen want a super duper listing in Forbes 
magazine even at the cost to the nation. ..ealth rules th!s country with their 
vested interest. 

The 1920 1 s telon«Ato the Republicans Just like the 1980 1 s do now. I was 
young, rich and foolish bt>ck in the 1920 f s but now I am old, wiser and con- 
sider nyself poor in money. The supply side *oononics of old selfish MUbNV 
Melon a? secretary of the treasury destroyed free enterprise because price 
controls keep quotas and prices ate desired level for the wealthy suppliers. 
I now read reports and specialized magazines that I did know how to find back 

my ha loon days cf the foolish flapper 1920 f s days. In politics today, the 
superrlch conservative point of view g^ts heard mor* often because of money 
buying advertising space. From now on in the history of this country, the 
OOP will win /dmore future ^lecti ons because of the big money behind their 
vested interest candidates. Tha Bible Belt Texana believe that wealth is God's 
remrard to the rood so they get seduced by luxuries even though the 3ible states 
that It la easier for a rioh man to go through the eye of a needle tlan to 
enter the kingdom of God, so again the conservative nenAdlty does not read 
with full scope understanding. Also, Republicans do not vote a mixed ballot; 
they go vot* a straight ticket regardless so the Independent '-roups r*t dup^d 
by the sentiment of vo£"iru- for th* b~st man on *ach party platform. The yellov 
dog democrat is nothing so fierce as the ^OP white collar on-the-lsash ar'led- 
-the-nose voting conservative because of fearing th* future (but they praise 
^od's eternal promise as being theirs, yet do not trust anvone different from 
them), .hen all the rednecks go kearan, bev/ar* of the com-ion rule of majority 
hysteria that Is a negatory response for sure against freedom for minority 

reaps, *s-*oially women and n<vro*g). 1'aoho men fear and treat ladles worse 
than homosexuals vfco are supposed mythically to hate women. iVomen can have 
intelleotiial relationships only v;lth homosexuals while having always to fear 
being raped by the straight shooting macho types— so I wear long hatpins to 
stiok th* stuffing out of the smart aleck mouthed rednecka rtio sneak around 
ladies to pad on our good side so they can made passes and advances. I ohased 
an old codger wi th a broom out of my back yard to the front atreet when he 
made a pass at me *taen I was 75 years old and Tom was sick so he thought that I 
needed a man in the common vulvar sense; I *-ave old man Vest a piece of my 
mind and sent hi^i hightailing it *lth my acid tongue behind that raised broom 
stick handle. I am a lady abov* such sick stuff, besides getting diseases 
like h*rpes or mono besides gonarhea and syphlis and now AIDS along with that 
clymetla. Thus, having casta 1 s a x is danrerous and uses too much energy that 
oould be directed to having a nice vegetable garden and a pretty flowery yard. 

ell, th* gr^at depression of the 1930 f s got worse all th* time. The 
tragedy of the explosion of the sohcol at New London, Texas fot national at- 
tention on a Thursday afternoon on March IB, 1937. Dr. Pert Cates f s son taught 
school at the N*w London school that blew-up. Old Bert Gates ms a live long 
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Over 300 ohildren were killed; that rich ~ast Texas oil town disaster was a 
personal tragedy to so many of us who had friends there. And then In the 
1970's a good friend of my son Robert happened to#t*ntion that he wbs a child 
In that tragic *x;losion and of course e surviver; hflpas Moye Vansau, called 
Van by all of us. Van had a deep red scar across the hairline of his thick 
black head of hair but he had been scalped with the hair flesh laid back all 
the way. Van had an uncle who was a godly man; he had healing hands that could 
stop fatal profuse bleeding wounds so he was there laying his hands or. the 
"Lng and the n«ar dead; Van told such pitiful tales that I cried all over 
again v*ien hearing It in 1976; I can't help but shed tears now *ven. The local 
cemetery is full of youngsters with the death <*ate Varch 19, 1937, Van 3aid. 
A natural gas leak caused the explosion so odor was added thereafter; Thus, 
ordorlz^d natural gas became crimen practice (lock the gate after the horse 
gets lost is the old saying and is also the typ'cal behavior pattern of the 
c nservative mentality never to foresee disaster b*fcre it happens and thus 
not ev«r to waste money to avoid trouble so that is another reason I can nev«r 
be a conservative winded person; I love people and justice too much to be close 
minded to anything not yet experienced). The wealth of the ^est Texas oil fle]4 
had been the reason Doctor Gates 1 9 son taught there where the jay was good; he 
did survive. Kven Adolph Hitler sent hLs condolescenses to New London so his 
conservative mentality was sorrfal und captalized on the world news of that 
day and time. The rich oil fields made the place news worthy for a long time, 
Money rules all decisions for developing a town or ruining it. The great 
depression helped ruin Cumby and also the new highway system; the paved road 
l^t the dwindling financial insecure to leave town fast. Dallas became the 
teven. The Patton family went to Dallas to start another bank; Lro'cr .ard's 
son married a Patton and then that big fine mansion slowly rotted down until 
it fell a -Tart and v/as replaced by thf public housing units financed by the 
federal funds in the 1970 f s. The Keetoe family also wm 4 *o Dallas; A Kenton 
■errled a Broach whose antebellum columned mansion now is home to "he Murphy 
fanlly whose mother was a Broach. The Crabb family owned a Jewelry store in 
Cumby and they moved away to invest La Delias *c nty. The oil fields did save 

- economy of Texas; the biggest strike, ever, happened around Kilgore where 
oil derricks lined the railroad tracks sc close one eoald touch them with s 
hand out of the windows before air-conditioning. Dad Joiner discovered the 
biggest oil f,ield in *ast Texas; the Land'roop and Sllis^are kin to Dad Joiner 
along with gillie Taylor who was a M<!»n aunt who lived with different 
relatives for a few weeMs at a time befor° moving around for decades; she was 
also kin to my husband Tom Taylor as she s ent long visits in Commeroe and 
especially with Melton family and Clifton family on their farms. Uncle Luther 
Landtroop rendered Millie Taylor and Tom Ta-lor knew all about h«r was when 
we learned of our branoh water kinship again to *»aoh other. 

*Ve hnve relatives all over the state and the South. Tossy Alexander who 
is double kin married a fnan from '.very, Texas. .Tosey and her daughters used 
to visit us firing the summer tiie In « T une before the heat wculd get so bad. 
They all liked deep tast Texas better than our part cf the state thit is knewn 
88 the north-central port of Sast Texas. Commerce is the center of our pert 
cf the world. But I have lived In Texarkuna so long that I feel a pert of all 
of 3a st Texas. 

I do not think *hat I should complete this diary or Journal account, I 
ramble too -such and add so much of my editorializing that it will be boring 
if anyone ever reads it. Put If son Robert ur ed me to conpose .ivy thoughts on 
my past. He even as e child fot his grandfather Taylor to write his life hlsto^ 
which I enjoyed reading, hut hardly anyone else ever cared to look at thit 
life account. Thus, I seriously doubt that anyone will r^ad ny life experiences 
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rvlng to write the episodes of my life down has not been easy to remember 
In sequenoe by the y*ar only because so ueny things happen to interrelate to 
what really happens much later; all the choices make us what we are, not the 
silly bird-brained pre-dest ins ti on that the fundamentalist new GA*im. They 
even claim tte t Cod dictated the Bible vrbatua so why do so^J^nrtinslQ tions 
have only a few hundred warriors on a hill near J*rico and some other trans- 
lations list thousands, seems a deoinal point got lost, but God with hjs exact 
dictation should know ifttttVtSQ such smell minded approach to the warof Cod 
is stupid X went to a Pentecostal church recently 8nd saw the show "of my life* 
*_^ose folks did a Squaw dance or shuffle around *o tht sound of th*ir band; 
they oast cut d^v'.ls within th« self and these wild screaming folks nev-r did 
attack the person, only attacked the sin so the Individual was not insulted. 
Old Fallwell attacks sin and sinner alike, saying Tutoo was a phony when it 
takes a phony to knew a phony. Th*s* Hell, f ire^daana tlon pr*ach*rs are so 
pr*dlctabl* and really dull; they love misery and the misery loves ccrnpany 
so they make everyone feel guilty. 3uoh jre^chers are thereto stir up all the 
m*ss they can. It was a pleasant enough show to watch the castlnp out of 
devils 9 but so ridiculous. That kind of Junk religion passes on the responsib- 
ility of self wrongs and sin to the devil that possesses you so you can say, 
as they all have since the beginning of time, say that the devil is pone for 
new till the human can get another chance to steal, lie and cheat or *ven kill 
to blame it all on the devil that has possessed so another exorcism will be 
needed. No wonder Christianity is so popular; it gives respec tcbility to the 
worst kind of criminal mind niio can reform till getting another chance so they 
move all ov^r the country committing heinous crimes but getting religion when 
caught; th*ae pseudo christians make one believe Cod la dead. 

The Nazi war criminals ar* claiming such things now plus that no one can 
r > eib*r MUlt tfeqf really locked 11k*. Put a ;*>rscn rttlly ^o^s ycu -ronr-, 

you never forr*t that evil persons fece; it haunts your dreams ev*ry night. 
I know how I still reramber what rolks did to me over the years and I can siot 
them even a* ugly old folks that I haven 1 1 seen in 50 y*ars. The Depression 
left its mark on me so I know the cheats from back then. 

Living In Channelvl^w was better than Hardin. I had *eggy hichardson as 
a true friend. I he. ' a lot of flower pots on a huge oifcular Maypole wooden 
held *>r that was over t*n fe*t tall and rounded like a Christmas tree; r *£gy 
did not teve flowers so I taught her and even geve h*r all mine when I finally 
moved away in 1939; she learned fast and later owned a plant farm by the side 
of the high' ay; she did well. Ihe got her husband a Job during th« depression 
when l^epgy and Billy went walking Into Houston to buy rroc*ries; she had a 
load of big sac.^s p.rtf had to atop to rest of ton so a man in a new car gave h*r 
a rid*; the son ^illy was protection and then folks were nice to a lady with 
a child and packages; the man was en oil executive so he gave a business card 
with s note for h*r husband to bring; he did the n*xt day an* got a Job. 

Tom was rood to •ntTtain everyone with tall tal*s about going to the 
^est or California when h* v an a boy v/lth his Scottish T T ncle. Folk? needed 
such humor to forget their woes that Just got worse each year. Torn tcld ebout 
his two hunting dogs Rosooe and Boscoe; th° dogs were so well trained that 
they could take instruction on i#iat size of hyde to go kill to fit on a chair 
bottom or to us* fcr a purse or a pair of sho^s; they could even wrestle an 
alligator tc death tc make a purse or pair of shoes, //ell, one day I had an 
ironing boh£)d th> t needed repairing so Tom propel the six foot long board 
that *as 21 inches wide at larrest part at the door; th* dogs Just y«lped and 
ran cf f; we nev^r saw them again because the dogs thought we wanted coons that 
larre <*nd non* ar^ that size. I now miss all those old tales that used to dis- 
gust me from hearing them ev-ry tlaa a new nelghborn moved In. 

vuf M QhaiihAi*<?Ai» 4rnvA n* hftftk tn Cumbv to mv dad 9 8 farm, or a sawmill 
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Vy daddy had he^rt trouble and had to stay In bed half the day or so the 
doctors said. They ordered lots of things that broke his spirit to live and 
so or. October 13 f 19^3 he died. The last three years he stayed In bed all the 
time to rest like Doc tora!5 orders required. Vy dad Just gradually ldst Btr-n th 
and then the will to live left him; he n*ver ret ov»r the banks falling; he 
nearly lost our homeplace. All the money Just AlMpptmrad overnight, Just as 
though the money by the barrel load was burned all night to disappear the next 
morning, even the rich folks were poor. No cash was available and a penny ree]4 
bouptot a great deal; huge mansions sold for 1* ss than a thousand dollars If 
anyone could find the cash so my mother having the twenty-dollar gold pieces 
stashed away In th*> storm cellar was wonderful; she had twenty-five hundred 
pieoes so that was fifty thousand dollars. The argument they had ov*r silk 
stco sJ 3 end a corset check that mother wrote made h«r nev*r v-rlte another 
check on daddy's bank so mother became the rich one. 'Alien she died, she had 
T«en cash by the thousand dollars in old purses In th* side room. The 1eep 
freeze was full of money at the bottom s-otlon at Lucille 1 s too. And the gold 
I Um 'vera still burled beoause It was Lllagal to cwn very many; the federal 
^rnment always passed its vested interest laws to benefit the big bankers 
In the ^ast or New ^ r ork. ,,f e should hsve been so rich to benefit from the laws 
passed; we were once rich but not bip eno^rh with a network of power elite 
connections; we had married too well Into all th* landed ^entry with our ha~d 
working folks willing to work-up a sweat to earn a good leisure living but the 
special laws Influence require indepth kncwledre so a special education In the 
blf business community -..as required; we were out of our l*agu* or out of our 
depth so we became the new poor or genteel poverty. Our homeplace new looked 
rich again and we h d the evidence of the good life all around us but mv two 
sisters were responsible fcr this; they worked like niggers. 

±hey wore long lacy sleeves to hide the big muscles. Lynna and Lucille 
were kn~wn as the Mnnlford girls. Lots of asn vented to marry them. Both of 
them fell in love with 3ob Hamilton so neither v/ould hurt the oth^r; they each 
let him go. And then Lucille was the first to marry during World far II when 
so-neone was needed to run the piece; she wed ^cb Vitch*ll. Hie sister and 
aether came to visit and warned Lucille never to leave h*r lovely old home be- 
cause he was a drinker and would mistreat her; ole Mitchell was a holy terror; 
|M railed cut at my mother when he vented to use th* family car, saying that 
he knew the einnlford family felt he was inferior but they would not kill him. 
Mother said sho woald eat him for breakfast alive If he harmed any of her folkf 
so he tod b*tt*r watch his step around this place. Mitchell left snd th*y soon 
rot a divorce; th*n In 1952 Lucille was remarried and living in Commerce orChaa: 
nut St - * : <;ing out clothea *ien Lucille looked up and saw the 

ugly muf of vitcholl 1 s staring &t her. Hot a word was said. Lucille ran and 
ent inside to lock the doors; he never car* back. Lucill** was then married 
to Cotton or ^dgar Holley v.ho was kin to so-v* of our oth^r relatives. 

Then, Just aft*r -orld ;ar II, Lynna married Cydell /tetkins; he too was 
a bir drinker and worked hard but ap*nt foolish every dime so th*y divorced 
within four yeara. Cotton Holley tod come out in late 1949 to find a n«w v/ife 
to car* for his little boy 311 ly ^olley who was 12 or 13 since fcls mother had 
run off. Lttollla did flurry him because Um farm life was beyond h*r in 1950 on 
Naw Y*ars f s Day; that is tbt worst day cf the yea - to asrry because what you 
do that day will be whnt happens every day of the y*a: th->r*efter. Cotton 
owned a concrete business and did work hard but he drank a lot. They owned 
the old Hollev ho*n* In Co:m*roe on South Park; it had 11 rooms to keep clean. 
Losllle finaliv bought a book store to *aifcher money; then she and Lynna ran 
It for s- they liked thit lin* cf work. Lynna was In that shop wh^n she 
rtl.rf <n 1Q7Q. Cnrw-rc« was the only town that Lucille ever lived In. 
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The house now looked great arain. The country air snelled pood, not dirty 
smelling Ilk* around Houston. tT ouston eir saelled like dirty laundry loft for 
weeks In the hamper basket. I was glBd to be home In mare ways than one. The 
homeplaee was still ln*80t; the depression had cten everything more than 
had the Civil /ar; the Winnlfard family was hardly touched by the war-between- 
th*-stetes: no slaves at our place so no blacks around us to re-rind "he 
changes like In Dallas County for the n'lnniford family there or the Taylor 
family near tfinnsfcoro. The monetary ho i times changed us all; we were victims 
all and could not ever + m the same. I still laurhe* a lot but more like a 
nervous tittMS MJr Ded was not th* same confi*«nt man; he was Just marking 
time till his demise and he wanted to r°t it over, ^v^rette had taken charge 
of a lot of things to help Tvnna Lynna was the boss* she ran the olsce in 
ill dec'sions and wanted to be in chape of the outside; she sawed wood into 
lengths for the fireplaces and for the wood bur nine cook stove. No electrioity 
was available. Ye had keresone lamps; we bought 55 gallon drums from Newell 
Henderson who vies husband to Sally v/innlf ord Henderson; her son Narvel T>e« 
Henderson was a sirht like his grandfather TTcrve v/inniford. 

Norve Yinalford died in 1939* And then his house was burned when Aunt 
Ylnnle went back to Kentucky to visit. But she and her granddaughters returned 
to Greenville to live. They preferred Texas, even ^ffie; Minnie Tarrant 
Clayton Vinnlford had been kin to the Tbrrantrof Tarrant County namesake f or 
so we were always fold; Aunt vinnie Tarrant was kin to Kennle Hall's wife, 
^ffle co'ild walk perfectly after the therapy; seems odd that the food religious 
children at *crve Vinniford that they burned the house down below cur homeplaoe 
But I keep forgetting that Christians today do mean horrible sinful things 
and then get redpem;tlon or sanctified without restitution. Christianity is 
j license to do any mean thing after being so horrible; no wonder our country 
Is so hated worldwide with this new brand of Christianity being prae tic Ized. 

^vr^tte Winniford raised turkeys as did Lynna and Lucille. ? lsle was 
always mad as a wet hen. She he ted for ?.D. to do anything for us; she was 
nore than Jealous. w hri etnas wes terrible because gifts were ooar*r»4 for r 
costs and that made us dread the holidays, ^lsle really pot in£lrnant ebou$one 

2*r>t nore being s eat on MMtOM pi3 ft . T3a Bfcr aret 3tayed In CflBINI 
with her grandmother Ida Salmon Taylor. Sam winniford had or< aniz^z a now 
bend cut of Coanerce; Mamon Anders was a big pert of it; a dunce was held on 
tlM s-'jar" in Contn^rce .here the old artesian well had flowed. i'ell f three 
couples had affairs and got divorces so the town of Commerce forbid anymore 
ptibllQ iances; the sinful playing caused it or so all the pr^ashers liked to 
condemn. !7amon Anders never arain played for a dance; folks should not touoh 
each oth*r when dancing because tin carnal flesh would be tempted (end then 
In 1950 f a the reck and roll dancing of nev°r touching was wicket because the 
dancers Jumred about — pr^eohers .lust have to be negatory an^ stir up a m*ss). 
San Vlnnlford organized train passenger oar trips to Rot S^r'n^s, Arkansas. 
He played on the way there as \*ell as at resort hoteia. Newspaper releases 
ran -nele San f e pictures with th<» band from tfcf hotels. He wes bir stuff arain 
in his old age. And the group went to Capitol Hill; Washington, D.C. was ready 
for Sas ilnnlford; Sam Rayburn was an old Vayo College school chum and even 
some politicoes remembered Adlai Stevenson I days. * T nole Sam had his oli time 
violin students around him; he was famous again for sure. Many Sast Texas towns 
chartered a vyhole passenger train car to go to Hot Springs; the oil rich towns 
liked to show off their wealth during th *se hard tiroes; blso Carl Sates who 
was s big rich publlollst down at Lonrvlew, Texas was from Commerce; a tflss 
^kerman whose family owned the first hotel in Commerce that finally fell in f 
was his MS**ttrf and lover according to gossips. Thus, Sam 7inaiford rot pood 
press from Carl Sstes's publications and friendship of kindred souls to old 
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Uncle Sao Jlnniford was six foot and six Inches tall or so; he oould wrap 
his long legs around *aoh other and play a fast ditty and tap his feet to the 
tune like a plastic man winding himself together. t T ncle 3am truly enjoyed 
playing hia violins; he had 3 or U different instruments; v,e had a room full 
of violins around the old homeplaoe. Uncle Sam did not always like to be watch- 
ed vtfien he played for his own enjoyment; musio oould be heard all over the old 
hous* and outside into the barns and down the road, y*t if anyone watched him 
uninvited Uncle Sam would deolare that he had not invited an audience, that 
was music for his ears only; he had a strange habit of twisting his body Into 
oontortions while playing and that was what he did not want anyone later to 
comment about; hearing the good music was a Joy he liked to spread* Vncle Sao 
would say that he would give a concert if he wanted iozens of *yes watching 
him. The playing was a sight to behold; it is a shame that a video of his 
technique was not made; he di*d in March cf 1959; he had cataracts that got 
removed in 1950 so he era in rot to enjoy seeing and playing; he always said 
he could see his mu*io like gold ribbons floating In the air when he played 
fast and swung the bow so swiftly. Thus, It is no wonder that presidents of 
this country enjoyed hearing and seeing Sam tflnniford play. 

Uy son Robert would .1ck-up soda pop bottles all year to redeem for on* 
cent *aoh to buy a ticket for Uncle Sam to go to Washington f D.C. to play. 
From 1939 till aft*r Vorld *7ar TI such was the projects of young Robert or 
little ^obby Tavlor. Tartly, he Mat #4 his grand-uncle Sam Winn if or d to be 
rone when he visited *he farm. Sam was crotchy like the Alexanders in his old 
age of* almost 93 finally, ^ven my own father was grouchy and Little Robert 
does not have fond memories of Mn--*i* Alexander ruffness caai through, only 
Charles T # Alexander and my grandmother Sarah Alexander tflnniford laughed a 
lot and seemed genuinely Jolly; all the other relatives MTI serious ss a 
*uige all the time acting like their best friend had Just died. 

The gr°at depression Just made *.he Alexander c oofl rm that life r°ally was 
Man and hateful after all. Life at the homeplaoe was never as <cily as before 
the place looked great; the old worn out oars were sold for Junk during the 
World Iter II pressing need for Junk Iron; the Japs had to be defeated or else. 
So we gathered up all the discarded cultiv.--.tora and the broken-down autos; we 
had tfillla cars, Bulcks, old tin lizzy Fords all over the place behind the 
barns, fto got several hundred Jollars for all the old Junk iron. The place 
really did look like it had as a girl before all the cars came to Junk up the 
plsce.I aaw my first automobile which *as a red horseless cerrlare driven by 
Doctor 3ert Catee so I hid behind the chimney of the front part of the house. 
Thus, I was terrified and I am ready to believe that mankind can go to the 
moon (so many dullards do not believe we went to the moon; they think It is a 
movie). Swll conservative minds never cease to amaze me at th^lr innat* 
lrnorance. So roinr to the moon and mars is not a fake movie sch^*n a , but I do 
wonder about poking holes in the sky with rocket missiles that put off so much 
smoke, like poking holes in the rround to get oil has drained fluids to cause 
subsidence so what will finally happen with parting the particles in the 
high heavens Of f he deep blue sky? The cause and effect of ell things el 11 
become evident so the small minded will make us all pay the price for their 
limited vision; the rocket missiles put off too much s-ioke or pollution to be 
without conseiuences; we need non-polluting residue machines to go Into outer 
space. But the fundamentalist will say God does not want us to go into outer 
space is *hy that happens; seems that God speaks only to them In their snail 
worldly minds; tis a good thing their conservative mind in ^olumbus^ time 

Id not keep the New World from being disccv«re1 and then c olon'z'd — t he flat 
•arth people are alwavs alive In ev«ry e^e with thi-r small minded thinking 
that <*ets imposed on everyone. Human nature never changes and certainly has 
in mrer five thousand veara of written history. 
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he «s divorced and did net ev^r sea hla only ohild. That kind of meanness 
is vrtiat makes conservatives so horrible and thus they need to be avoM^ by 
real thln&ing persons as a slap in the face of literary culture and ren»ral 
high minded folks. I deppise conserve t ! es like the plague; T would not te 
allowed to vote or to my property if the conservatives of each r^n^ration 
had imposed their Halted thinking forev-rmore on humankind. I would have to 
be only in the how, not allowed as a club woman rr to wear nice Jewelry so 
the conservative mentality Is a big slap in the faoe of a thinking person who 
has a high intelligence and ambitions to invent new things and go to unheard-of 
heights--the old ways are nice to remember as traditions to celebrate but not 
to worship. Tc worship the Bible like a picture of Mary or J^sus is as bad so 
God is to be worshipped not the objects. 

w.v'.vhv, "r.cl* "a.n .inniford rot attaoked fCf Mtaf ■ tofil bf the good 
people of Commerce when the dance on the square caused divorces. No on** took 
personal reaponsiblity for adultry, just had to lay blame on the devil being 
inside Sam 7/inniford so the conservative mind found a scapegoat, except the 
.•in ilford name wa9 big stuff and then Reverend Doctor Charles T. Alexander 
was the "hand-maiden-of-God" as the Baptists like to oall him so naturally 
our good couain liked the home place to visit too much to l"t the devil take 
over so he said Sam was fine, Just temptation rot too much. 

Sam flnnlf QTd married Mae tfoodbrldge an 1 fcholr only son w^s Prank Vood- 
brldge Afinnlford; Vae mov n d with her only child i'rank to Houston and worked 
as a librarian in the public school system for deoades or so wa were all told; 
T am like Uncle Norve .flnnlf ord aey'.ng that T know only what I was told, .fell, 
f, ncle Sam never had oontact with his only child; his funeral in 1959 was not 
attended by those loved ones or any descendants. Sam Wlnnlford was a good man 
and a famous man, yet he had a pitiful personal life that he did not deserve. 
The small minted conservatives used Unole Sam as a good example of hew bad 
things happen «hen any on* plays the violin and go*s to evil *ashingt on ,D.C . 
The limited scoped conservative needs to use examples of folks so that the 
others can be kept in the old ways afraid to try anything new or different and 
thus can b« cn'rcllod by all the small mindedness *hat makes live miserable. 

"nele Sam married into the loodbridge family of Campbell, Texas. They 
lived only seven and a half miles from our place when walking through the 
woods there. The depression caused penlo in the family for Uncle Sam; he was 
unmarried so the banks oould take his homestead since an unmarried person could 
not have a homestead so binder no ci oamstances would T "ncle ^an be persuaded 
differently* some relatives wanted his inheirted land so my brother Tverette 
Wlnnifcrd bought the land through a q :lckclaim deed that my deddy or rather 
my mother bought With the twenty -dollar gold pieces she had saved. That made 
th° rood christian horsetraders of relatives an ry and disappointed that th*ir 
scheme did not work tC cheat Uncle Sam out of his inheritance but lie got all 
the rent off tn* land till his death in 1959 even though it h^d not been in his 
name for nearly 30 ye rs. Our family takes care of the loved ones who treat 
each other as family end christians should. One reason for a family squabble 
was that Kyle Alexander had bought ov~r two thousand acres on credit and the 
depression failing banks required payment of his loons so they were going to 
foreclose on sirners cf notes ani only homesteads *ould be exempt l rom fore- 
closure. Uncle Sam was divorced so he had no rights, thus, saith the Bible 
soouting louts (yet when my elate* Lynna was divorced owned the old heat • 
she 'nformed the a of the truth and those same dlble thumping louts realized 
she could not be lied to so they left her alone and did not try to play mind 
ra-*s of f ear with her—conservatives like to stir up trouble through the fear 
of what could happen so the mind is always at war, yet they say Christ rives 
?h-I nf *i?£~aome oaaoe to be luting their Ilk go around stirring up 
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> «novM there and tim«s were at 111 hard. We lived in ^he fourplaB next door 
to the owners, the P^veto tax' I <• * ir son was a businessman in Dallas. They 
were nice ^nd un^erstandinr Of children but mine were juiet. * Mrs. I'ur lived 
upstairs and she wore a f <~ne fur coat -nuoh like the one I had bought that Tom 
thought T had paid too much for; It was so near mine th*it I still think it is 
the one I sold for rroc*ries. Our oli tin lizzie Ford v* q left for Junk in 
Channelvlew because we had no money to repair it snd it Just rusted away before 
we could «ell it to scneone who had five dollars ?r po to spare. That's why 
Victor Sheufc^r-er ncv^r! u9 back to last ?«xas from Sc ath^ast Texas in 1939# 

Sher*nan was not a good place for us; +hm water pipes froze that winter; 
water thawed out to ran all ovt the place. We had eaten pineapple and butter- 
milk the nirht before so w» were sick to our stomachs when the pipes fror^. 
fev*r to this day will Robert drink buttermilk or °at pineapple; he re^mbers 
those times like yesterday, he says. 

Pearl Helms ^Aipree helped Tom find a Job switching boxcars in ^xerkana. 
BM had been his first grade school teachers in 1906 as l/iss Feins from 
• T os»^hine f Texas wh»re she owned land. Ker father died when she w*s young; 
her mother had 3 daughters und a son to rear; Pearl, Uurel t Daphne end the 
son. Pearl Helms married Mil Dupree and they had Daphne Dell Dupree Dutton. 
Dale Dupree was a brother to Bill; Dele was a railroad man too *nd lived in 
'exartena. They had a sister Mrs. Rooker of Commerce, 

r earl as older by 15 years than Tom; she helped write letters to pet a 
Job. riut she still taught school. Evn once, Pearl tried to pet a Job out from 
under Tom Just to see If she could via u letter, but Tom rot the Job. Tearl 
said she was Just trying to see If the letters ot answered but then a Job was 
hard to find that ±aid rood wages. I doubt h*r s*ory because are in In 19j0 f s 
Pearl anted to trade grrc ft ry store stamps beoeuse the redemption etcre was 
closing in our county and she would h i -ive to drive too far to cash thorn in 
while she did not ocre that we had to drive far and wide. .*lso t Pearl threw 
her mrfcaga out the car window alone the high ays to save on garbage fees. 
She said th*t people were ;aid to piok up thrash along the highways ^nd that 
provided Jobs for her to do this. An educated person who does this way is Just 
the kind of thin*? that a conservative would do and then Justify their acts. 
She hated Franklin Delno Roosevelt and all that h a stood for; she w s a turn 
coet Republican for sure; she hed money but no fortune tc be in that rlchman 9 s 
party *h*t losses vaatad in 4 *rest laws to benefit the wealthy. Like the rich 
saying wa should all pay our i£a£r share of taxes in income taxes sine* the 
original income tax v^s oniW^nose making ov^r half a million a year because 
the rob er barons had raped phe lend with government contracts from railroad 
track grants so they did not went to pay a cent and then that law was usurped 
to make all workers have a withholding tax. Just like the T*xos t«mpor*.ry tax 
will not be a brief thing beceuse the conservative mind will Jjave more money 
to finagle in special interest contracts to their under the "sable graft. 

Tom got accused of stealing money to buy groceries In Sherman after we 
left and had a Job in Texartona. The sheriff o*->e to 9rreg.t him In Texarkana, 
But we wer° able to i.rove otherwise because the small minded Jealous friends 
in Sherman were angry that Tom rot a Job when they did not. That is another 
reason that T could never be a conservative; meanness Just isn f t that muoh of 

nature to be mean s. irited like the small minded conservative mentality has 
to be. Tom got off free after a week of troubles. Friends like those mean 
t o * oea ;: i I M I MMftl«»t 

Texarkana was not bad; we lived at 512 Texas Avtaua In Wrs. Ted .Venders 
home; three .Vendell brothers liv«d n*xt to each other; they owned the !*ule 
Barn under the Texas viaduct; all the old Jokes about telephoning a mule barn 
seemed true at th it place. We enjoyed going to *he animal bams; was u lot 
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The textbooks had animals talking in fables so hob^rt knew that animals did 
not talk so h* was disgusted to reed sueh things. He already knew how to read 
the Bible to his grandfather whose cataract *y*s . ere too bad even to read 

:le Robert could rad aloud rather well for his age. 
>rly because school was dull and silly he said. We 
rnna ^st^lle; 



th* newspaper 

But In school he 
°ven had troubl* 
aade less than a 
a f urn about. Te 
culture, only 



wi th 

coun 



her grades fell some; she had once never 
n 9chool and new she even cut-c lasses; hookey v/as such 
w^s a aean tcvn and still Is. It Is a redneck tovm, 
western son£S and the weird bad grammar of that Ilk 
s used as the standard for sneaking. 

One of our neighbors at Mrs. «*ndell f s was Mrs. O'Neill and h*r daurht^rs. 
tto levari with her and a marrl**? daughter had another stbII apartment; the 

new ordnanoe plant or bullet 
booming things that sav«d 
epresslon . 



mal wer^ th' 



war v rart ma 
fced RIv *rs 
pulled us out of th a grea 
Mrs. Nell had a son \ 
big stuff in Texarkana; \ 
headquarters. Stolen cars 



the 



day. War 



was whet 



*nt to 

1 err 

dope Of 



rison : r *he mafia front. The mafia was 
arc onvn*d by Hvirry Friedman, Senior was 
nd dope or course or rather bootl«*—*d whiskey at 
that tlae. This was blr stuff sinoe the 1920 f s. A huge whorehouse system exists 
near downtown on ^hlrd Street; a big red aim that said WUKROUSB with an 
arrow pointed the wav tc the two story house with red sheets cr so the stories 
went. The place was oalled Littl* Chicago and still Is since modern proof lies 
In the car bombing of the executive's Vercedes at perking lot of tfalsh-Lunpkin 
Pharmaceutical Con any just off Statellne Street. Dope is the na ne of the game 
new. Put blackmarket gootfr^nd whiskey and protstltution were the big money 
•nakers during the /for Id Tier II era; tires were being stolen from the arsenal 
and resold all around the Arkiatex area as the four -states Is known. 

Tex though stiV irenk whiskey like a fish; he got *runk more of ton now 
that we had aoney; he was addicted of course but v/e nearly ret dlvorc^tover 
this. Now, that the great depression had ended aft*r ten long years, Tom was 

nking nor* than ever. He nearly lost his Jcb; Robert still hates whiskey 
bottles because of this and all the memories. He did not cry one t«ar when 
his dad died because all his love for hla had been killed long ago he said. 
The Landtroop curse of a memory came throurh on Robert; he can f orrive but 
memory is always there to remind *he ugly truth. 

Robert does not drink any kind of alcohol but his sister Lynns ^stelle 
^aylor Bergen drinks; she blames her dad rightly so for aany of the deprivat- 
ions because of his drinking but yet she keeps drinking and h*r depression 



wants to 
I that if 
that she 



makes her see her dad as a mean man that she 
thsn h» ic»s and has broken my heart so oftoc 
that I would not grieve but Just be relieved 
ass of herself as she said herdad did 90 ofton. 

'.te got regular weekly shipments of fr*sh butte 
train; we lived oly five blocks from the trainy*ar 
bring from QMMNa a distance of 110 miles by 2p.r? 
nany of the workmen or trainmen that they would Just put the ol* 
of butter wrapped in Icy cloths rr old flour sacks and *h*n Just 
bucket to Tom 1 
helped finances 



hate. Eut^he does worse 
she wer^Vfcoel over dead 
's no lon^^r wking an 



M 7 



farm on. 



the 

in could 
ve A icn«w so 
syrup buoket 
hand th* 

the yard so Tom would take a br«ak and bring it home. This 
of course but was fr*ah and proved how much the folks all 



atjsed us for not bein*- there anyma 
hciidav f«p the n*xt 25 y-ars; Rob"' 
ing train and came beok late Sun lay 
Two trains a day ran each way from 1 
in Commerce. A morning run and an e 
9:30pm to Commerce. The lonely or m 



Ve had a ;:as3 and went there ev*ry 
*t went every Friday at 5p*a. on that *v*n- 
night till hi rrsduaW from high school, 
rexarkana to Delias and of course stored 
raalog run; the 5p.m. from Texarkana till 
manful vtilstle oould be h*erd at the farm 



i-MaA Kntn thm av/1 te hvfir d St 
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Tynna Patella got into the crowd with the twin rirle Bobbie and Barbara 
Lute mi M Uwf viaa kin to the :.*!n*r " - f ly and the James family; th**lr 
grandmother was almost 90 ana kin to .T*sse Java. Their father was flat* £f his 
b\*ck in bed and was on a disunity pension from World /ar T wounds; h40p.ife 
was rained md so wb9 theirs by circumstances beyond their control but some 
folks liked to say they chcse to be poor since they had not aade lav* stents 
to be richer. They did travel ofton to California to see an aunt; one*, v 
flrls ct eff th^ train Ll : izona ./hen stopping for water like the old steam 
engines had to stop every fifty miles or so to n t water; the girls rot off 
to see the Bights of the desert but the train started up. One twin ^ot on but 
Gobble did not so she had to hire a couple of black men to transport her to 
the next train stop. Mrs. Lutz up* beside herself. Her older daurhter Kathleen 
was to quiet and composed to be a sister to th* dipsy Bobbie. Bobble is always 
loud and friendly acting to your face; she calls rae Ve*nm* Taylor end hugs M« 
She is nice tc pass and repass with but net to believe and truat as being o 
sincere person. Robert will barely speak to Pobbie; be remembers h^r only 
too well. He nearly drawned in the old Crystal Swimming pool that was nebr 
Sussex Dovms where my home is, now. Pob-bi* and Lynna Patella and myself all 
went to tne pool and little Robert slifjL down the shallow-end slides but he 
re/nained uni*r too lonr jnrf a Lmost drawned Mills the girls laughed and did 
not notice it! lie *hey had said they would; he n*v*r forgot that event and did 
net give them a oh^nce to lure him into deep water anymore, hobert still re- 
*n°mb«r3 und avoids fol<s who tried to do him in. 

Next door to us on $12 T*xas Avenue lived ! f iller Berber; his rrandmother 
was Mrs. Brice Lawrence; her son owned 3ryce f s Cafeteria; the grandmother baked 
all the pi*a and cakes for iess*rt. Th*lr cafeteria was the elerant place to 
eat out in town and was not cheap ever, even today, "iller Barber* s mother 
was a lewrence; her mother worked hard for h*r children to be successful. 
,r lll*r Barber is a big rolf star as is Byron kelson from Texarkana. But young 
Miller Barber went to th n circus with us and Robert; we kept charre of the 
mon^y fcr th* rides aa! side shows; was hard to senvince him that the money 
was gone so we had to Jay his way for several more rides villi* they had a v n ry 
thriving business and we were blue collar workers so again censervat Ives took 
advantage of us literal minded persons so one should ever have dealings with 
anyone not exactly like th*m. Robert n^v*r went anywhere «lse tc s^nd money 
>vlth his friends; he even lat*r went to the movie alone because friends v/ant 
to borrow money for candy and then never re.«y; the twins Bobbie and Barbara 
really borrowed money from Lynna Sstelle; Lynna 2. h^d a Job at Kressie^ to 
earn h*r own spending money for records and movies an^ clothes and *v*n for 
lending to her rirl friends. Gwendolyn Hale Marrow never repaid her. Lynna 
wanted to be popular and wanted friends so she had tc finance them; she even 
pl#yed hooked to be popular with them. Gwendolyn TTale was from Commerce as 
was Daphna i>ell ^Aipree so they war** a threesome sometimes and also Jealous 
to |tt Lynna S. black balled from soroties la the high school on the Texas 
side. The Arkansas side high school sometimes closed early in the y<*ar because 
of low funds, closing in A^ril rather than !'ay f so we made sure to live on 
tte Texas side In order to get a good education for our children. Dr. 3tllwell 
was 8U^r in td ndent end also presld a nt of Texarkana Junior College system; he 
1*vised ths AIM or Average Daily Attendance system for d A#,<% rr.ining daily ex- 
penses for running a school; the Red RlVM arsenal had so -rony soldiers station 
ed in Texarkana area thSt a system was needed to determine the billing for 
reimbursement from th« f-deral rov rn*vnnt. This Little ADA financial system 
set the pace for the whole national educational funding system In the r.S. 
And the T«xas high 3chool in Texarkana wan the 11th best school in Am*rioa. 
Lynna S. did well enough but Robert *id better stattinr In the 9th rrbde. 
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Robert had rany friends nearby to play '*ein n 3 uptown at 512 Texas Avenue; 
th* Vendell brothers w^re elderly and very nice; one Mrs. Wendell was very 
young and had married for money which she pot and later married a younr^r 
guy who rented a garage apartment from h*r; he worked in. the postal terminal. 

Texarkana had the la-g*st mail t°rainal in the Southwest at that time in 
1940 1 s. Texarkana also hsd a tip neon sign th t s^^.ted OATRlttY TO TH*I 30UTHWB1 
at the 9th Street underpass on th* ^ast side of town Just ov*r the Arkansas 
border and the town has twin governments with half being in each st«te; the 
federal courthouse is half in each state and the Judge has to move one seat 
ov*r tc proclaim legalities for eaoh state of Texas or Arkansas. The Train 
post office was also in that stateline building where folks come to take their 
piotures with young married couples shewing one partner in one state and the 
other in the next state. A postcard shows an old prospector .'.lth a mule t having 
the oaption, "I am in Texas but my ass is in Arkansas." Our bad educational 
system no longer teachers that ass aeans the animal that fulled loads as a 
beast at burden while arse is the fgfetrettoe to the anatomy. *?v»ry dunb lout f 
even me whe never went beyond the 8th grade knows that. Just like schools once 
taught oenmon knowledge such as that ev*ry electrioal storm put* tore nitrogen 
into the soil during one rainstorm than all the fertilizer plants could rnanu- 
faoture in a year. Youth today do net even know that electrioal storms make 
rcq*n for the soil, 
neighbors uptown were good to me and my children; Vrs. Freeman llv*d on 
the corner and never used her electrioal lights; she went to bed at nightfall 
to avoid having to turn on the lights; the depression really made folks save 
money and her house was a mansion; she had built parages the length of her 
lo£"which housed a doren ca^s to rent out; folks used to put a oar in a garage 
because of concern fron hailstones and general care. But no more; the carport 
Is the most folks have as a rule now, yet autos cost more than ever. Taking 
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s very out of vogue. *nd drivinfl a oar for 20 years is 

"iy .nor e • 

ijr^ airh stepping woman of Texar&ana was Nettie Kline who was married 

war. She owned |/id operated them; she married Bubba 3*rry who whs a bouncer. 
Hu^h Berry Nl itf'trother; he had a band and played at the Plantation Club whici 
was in a bi Ld plantation hose on tha edge or town and overlook** a lake. 
Bic bands came throu/*h Texarkana l*rom ^emphsls to Dallas so the dance bunds 
MM here before making it bijp later. Even Scott Jo pi in was from Texarkana. 

Hugh B-»rry and his wife Cl*o lived across th* street fron me in Sussex 
Downs. *heir children Buddy, Billy and Peggv^ere a e'.ght to behold. Billy 
^erry now owns clubs in Houston; the Caraf f^Jcowntown wh*re 3am Houston stayed. 
BwMf works for Shell in Houston and Peggy lived th*re tec -<n th*ir moth«r 
died in Houston in 1970 f s. Hooked over the property for them till it was 
sold^for y*ars» 

'Nettie Kline had so many names that everyone .lust called her Nettie Kl in* 
no matter who was her latest hU3band. She married a Mis* If Lfl . 1 IS La ^llas 
last; she is still a Vrs. tinkler. Nettie Kline drove pink c adallics and kept 
four new tir«s at a time on her cars during the war from bis ok market sources 
that stole tires from the arsenal. 

Tom was considered a war related Job. switching boxcars from the arsenal; 
I worried that b nbs could explode when connecting the cars so rough; anyway, 
we got a new refrigerator during the war because his lot was war related when 
we bought our new tract home on Moore Drive. Many war related folks liv*d 
th«re; from Akrcn, Chio many uuto tire workers came to oversee that »nt*rprise 
and a colonel lived down the street also. We had a variety of hard working 
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lot of the happenings at the dunoe band places because of the 3«rry 



family; the kids talk a lot. Nettie Kline dressed in sequin gdghs and then 
sung to , et customers to flock to her 3 places; she owned The Dallas rightclub 



which was on th« ^llas highway and It had a Jutebox; the Plantation 
live band and wes elegance where she stayed much of th* time preparing food 
ev»n^h*rself . m he flfagonwheel was on U.S. 59 on the ^rtensas side on the way to 
Hot fringe and the r^neck yahoos drank at the bar and looked at everybody 
for their entertainment and ■ thunked-uj/ way ■ t; mean to others so tiiat a 
fight coiild ensue. That wes what Tilly Berry said about the place. 

'?*»ttie Kline had a dozen husbands or eleven but h*r own mother had 9 
diff*r*nt husbands; she married men end had 2 or 3 children by *aoh before 
they died; she worked h*r way from South Caroline, through Kentucky, to 
Arkansar and into Texas or married her way tfest. She bad the sen Hugh Banks 
in Pudeke, Kentucky; h* own«d a chain of grooery stores, "^hop at Wonder Storej 
and bank the sHvlnrs.* He was oalled the Duke of Pudeka. Valvern, Arkansas was 
wh*re more cf her ohildren lived and owned stores, Then f the Walsh family came 
to T*xartana; then sh* married a Buffinpton und had Jack Buffinrton and Nettie 
Kline Buffington — Nettie Kline was h*r full civen name for a female doctor 
at old Texarkena hospital. 

Nettie Kline sold her Dallas Nithclub twice for fifty thousand dollars; 
she hoodwinked a ran *hc lived next door to me on Voore Drive out of his life 
savings; while old .Ton Vr. Krolenger was r*edlnr fine jrint of his pur- 
chase, she sneaked the cashiers 1 s check for fifty thousand dollars from under 
the pile of legal papers und then drov* like crazy to the Texarkana National 
Bank and oashed It; then the old man was ready to sign after riding for half 
an hour to make sure all the legalities //ere listed corrected in the deal; 
then Nettie Kline would not sign the papers saying thet no ch*ck was there. 
<t cashM/rs check is not returned to the buyer so no proof ever was handy to 
• I his money back; she get off soott free and sold it again the aszt month. 
Mettle Kline always dressed prim and proper, nev^r lik* th* flussie she was. 
She nev^r sussed or talked dirty and acted like a fine lady with **nn<>rs. She 
would fleeoe anyone blind in a second; I should know b^ojuse she was an aunt 
to Robert 1 s wife Mary Jacquelyn Buffington Taylor. 

Nettle Kline then went to Dallas with a good grub st*&k in 1947 ; she 
bought s do/en rent houses in Dallas; the Central T .Xjressway was widened an1 
bought her prperty so she mov*d the houses to vacant lots she. bought SI I f us 
doubled her estate; she owned a be3uty shop that charged ^25*5 permanent v/hen 
flv* dollars was a good rriee but she had a shop next to Preston Center close 
to Neiman lfarcus in Dallas. 3~e v/as petting rich for sure; she bought her 
beauty-barber supplies at James C. *dwerds Company vtiioh was near h*r horn* on 
"I lam street; a l'r. tinkler owned and operated the business. He also o*cied 
a hundred baiter shops all over Dallas plus owned newspapers in nearby towns; 
•Vlnky ownevoocatlon for the Dallas Times Herald newspaper plus stock in the 
newspaper. And he we* in the process of retting a divorce; the soon tc be-ex 
wanted a million cash settlement so Nettie Kline told the worrl a d tfinky that 
she ooul^ kelp him get a cheap divorce, /inky knew that she W8S divorced many 
times so he said how would you know? Nettle told him that she knew how to get 
what she wanted end for Ma to marry her she would get a quioky cheap divorce. 
Wetti* Klin* knew her stuff and showed him how. On* Sunday morning 9t noon, 
she nl V/lnky pulled up at h^s foon-tc-Ve-ex 1 s house that was his old place; 
Kettle handed him a Kodak camera and said ro with this and knock on the door 
like you are a bill collector but snap thi shutter like mad when she opens. 

? d an told and a nude man was standing behind h<r, RoalDty said that 
a Sen r ted tc d*v"lop th* plotUJM because th* n*xt morning the lawyers cal- 
led savinr that fifty thousand cash and deed to tlM hcuse and car vculd be 
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many sins; her wealth was not God-given like the preachers now say that Cod 
rewards the good. But one has to hhv* a armory and know how to r°ad fcr the 
facts. I know so much about Nettie Kline because when Robert and Mary lived 
In Dallas they lived only three or four blocks from her aunt Nettle Kline. 

Living In ay own house nice arain. It was bought on a 25 year ;ay out 
through J* T. Betts Company out of Houston, Buddy T^sple was ycun/w^xd built 
the houses through his father's company so he became in depend en ^c#tan ^^rly 
a?e; his mother was fro« **ew York City; she wore pill box hats <>nd walked 
from her nice house near 3t. Michael 1 s hospital; she looked for poor folks to 
kelp. She found really destitute people and pot food fcr then and work. She 
was t» fine person to five of her own time rather than a mere check. The Temple 
family had been Virginians and caie to Texarkana when it was founded; T.P,R. 
Temple was tlli first lumberman In their family ,He had been an ^piscoplal prea- 
cher but he bourh£ tlnber land and started sawmills; finally, his g r^ndohildren 
own one million acres of forest land a ad hi? lumber mills, new headquartered 
at Diaball, Texas, Texarkana was the luato a rmn headquarters for decades fcr 
the Temole family to live even now plus lumberman Buchanan and Vadley, The 
*adley ^lood bank was begun by trie local rlohman because his grandson bad 
leukemia and needed blood transfusions which did net have a system for ratting 
blood so a system like the federal reserve of dollars was thought u^ by the 
v/ealthy grandfather .ted ley here in Texerkana end the Wadley Blood Bank used 
to b*ar his name here but only the V/adley Pleod Bank out of Baylor In Dellbs 
has his name, Texarkana always loses all its heritage to more enterprising 
places because the conservative minds do not went change and when change does 
com the smell minded business want all the >rofits for them, not to share 
Opportunity so that more will continue to multiply; they want to be the Mr 
fish In a v«rv small pond. The Puchanan fumily Is descended from the presMent 
and also trie ^uc.\ess of "onfort wes a daughter from here plus the richest 
wonan in the world wr*s a Duke of the tobacco fortune since she wan a Miss 
3uchanan from Texarkana before wedding a tobaooo Duke, 

The T#npie family built the first tr.ct homes in th* ^.S. and got Reg 
Wright T^atman fron Texarkana to get the le islation for TFA homes so that 
finances coul 3 be easy to sell the homes. Also H. Koss ?e r ot is from Texarkana 
and h° ~ot the cntracts fcr the very first tlms the social security system 
was rut onto comuters and Yright Patman helped Perot g*t those big o on tacts 
to r^y off so it Is wtu you kn~w net lust what you know, also, one of Robert's 
teaohers Wlss Helen Brown was from Omaha, Texas; she married a Hutchins of 
Texarkana; then he became an engineer to work for Brown and Hoot -ng'neering 
which was a big con any owned by her uncles; Helen Brcwn Hutchins was dean 
of student affairs at South Texas Junior College where Robert taught, in Houst^ 

Sussex Downs wes on thf e4ge of tow and Tex Sellare said he was the 
mayor; we were Just across the street from the big mansions of North Texsrkanst 
le could have bought a big house for the same money and sho Id have because 
now only prestige goes to the big homes, not meager he osea, *nd the small 
houses attract white trash who do not mow yards or k<*ep the houses in good 
repair; truly small houses are not taken care of v«ry well; piles of Junk are 

ift La tbl yards; they all vote Ke^ublioan for Reagan so the redneck yahoos 
went Reagan and that shows how the small minded can be fooled, ^riyone who 
works up a sweat should vo* t the working ma^s party vhlch Thomas 
ferson founded and is the oldest, not tne OOP that lies and says it was f.rst 
but Lincoln wes the first r sideilt ev*r elected on that party platform and 
Fremont WM the first candidate ever to run for president on nepubllcan party 
so one has to have a «mory and be able to read to lean the facts since the 
vested interest rreedy businessmen now own Amerioa bnd will do anything to 
Justify the'r very existence like all bourgeoisie nouveau riche try to gain 
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school nearby was Spring Lake Perk that v^nt from grade? 1 through 10 8nd 
wee a county school. Th* co'munity spirit was hi^h; cake walks ana festivals 
were riven of too to raise money; Pervis Cork of ^crk diary had children Janice 
and ^ervis Junior who is now aenar«r of the social security office h*re. 
The folks from Akron, Ohio were excellent school parents s<nce they had their 
children's Interest at heart; they were not conplalners or gripers at all; 
T liked them very much; the Newmans with young Beverly and the -r f n tons. 
But *he yanke* folks who came to Texas after the war complained and griped 
a lot and llk°d to say mean hateful things about backvuerd Texas and how ipnc p« 
ant Texans are; this was said to my face so they are easy folks to leern to 
hate, Robert despises yankees and has ncthing to do with them; he insults 
first now and will talk louder tten they throwing insults about their nean 
hateful ways; he kncera history well sc he can defeat their wisecracks; he 
learned to hate yankees when they insulted me so ofton when I would r*nt the 
Berry house; ev-ry word that I said was laughed at and then told how irnorant 
4>f a hick I \*as to speak as I do. Ihls got tc happening every time a yenkee 
faoe oame to town; their nasal stuffed -up nose talk rlv*s them away but they 
are above reproach; no wonder America Is hated since folks like this represent 
the iT.s. overseas, "'hen redneck yahoos get a chance, they insult folks Just 
fcr the fun since they have no mentality to s^eak of t to express themselves on 
a high plain. I liked the northern folks fro* Ohio so much durlnr torld Ver II 
for the yankee later to be so mean because they knew hew to be hateful for the 
fun of it; I Just walk away from yankees when I hear their broague, not worth 
my time to stand and take insults when I have done nothing to be mean; it is 
no vender that fights break out at schools; the insults are stock and trade 
for the low mentality end tt seems that yahoo yankees are coming down now. 
Houston really has the yahoo yankees; Michigan ha s the worst set; Michigan 
released its prisons during the 1970 1 s sc they oould flee to the rest of the 
states while their economy was so bad and the papers had folks from "ichU*an 

i:^- 1 is the killers imd thieves for s*v*r*i years. Lob] gee **i if. 
bad as the Cuban criminal element thbt was released on this co^intry. 

TTow t Gov. Clements is releeeslng cr!minals *arly so surely Texas can be 
rood enough to copycat "lchi-an to do unto them as they did us. Hope our re- 
leased criminals will ui 'here for financial gain so they will kn:w how 
it f«els to be maltreated fcr * change. 

A next door neighbor was Frances ^nd Oreg LeOree; he worked at eraenel 
as a ^-ovrnment ins «2tcr for safety or quality of the bombs. x hey did not 
poreheee the house but rented for 34 dollars a month* therr they lat*r tourht 
a place on ^ounty Ayenue for three tim°s the price we pe£3; then, they moved 
b ck to Charleston, ^>outh Carolina wh^re they were from; he was kin to the 
Infamous 3imon LeGree family, ^ranc^s I Iked with a thick accent th^.t could 
net say 8 or J with clarity so h^r telephone was 91718-J and she could not 
telephone home when the operator came on; dial did not arrive for years to 

Ip her out as she lonr moved away by then, ^-rni^ce Owens lived n rth 
of m; her husband Owens wss in the army; her mother ^ f rs. All'son lived 

with her; she had j whole slew of brothers in Arkansas and Mississippi. Hie 
old lcdy had a ,-ood bank acooun^^jreserve. Berneioe had an appendix operatior 



or so she said that we found odtJJWus a hi9t*rectomy when my sister Lynna had 
h*r own female organs taken out. Berniece let it slip. She worked at •."■tct'v 
Parts with Mr. Hudson on* of the owner teottegfa Ihe lust clipped her finger- 
nails and filled *hem all day while she va^flFW pretty i#lf and let others 
wait on custovrs; Mr. Hudeeo was havinr a h Ihg with her, trifling on his 
fcloklv wife, but Kiss .-Jtson his secret ry m* also supposed to be anrther of 
his hot girlfriends on the Job--tis true that Perniece did n ;t^o a IMI or 
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Bernice Owens Lynna Tstelle went to wric on a bus und walked to the 
bus stop ^*re three doors from the stop, a naked mn came out each morning 
to ret his newspaper in the buff. He timed it Just for those rsls. Finally, 
the police were Informed; the nan had several young children; h* ves a big 
builder end later was v*ry rich, living as a nudist with big fenfas around 
his dwelling; he liked to show his nudity to everyone around. At the court 
case, Bernleoe said that she oould not recognize hl» with his clothes on; 
she said she did not recognise his faoe. 

Sex seemed such a curiosity to city folks; on the farm sex is natural 
with the animals so children do not wonder about such things and thus do not 
laugh or sneak around to watoh others since seeing animals in the act r*ts 
ooamonplace and tiresome. To -ne. the sexual freedom slogan to this day means 
not having to have sex at all, That is true liberation, 

Then f Berni*ce went to the army fort where ,7 # F. Owens w-s stationed when 
he came st<t*slde. Then, she rented the house; first renter was ^arl Rinermsn 
31^ wife ^d*. » Ch.nnce R f n*man. Earl worked for PhilftipPi 66; h* was the 
driller 1 s helper for Bud Adams, Senior *hen the two Phlllipps brothers brought 
in th*!r first oil well. v arl knew and worked with all the Mr wirs of the 
company; he had reared his sisters youngest son Pill lifMfl who was In the 
navy. Lynna ~stekle met Bill Bergen and they married Ln February 0 f 1946. She 
ha 1 rotton tired of Bill Bergen and even burned all hi? letters and his picture 
and then suddenly married hla; I was floored and «ven had to go to bed; •'he 
only time ln a*y life since or before that T was floored. I dreamed that ay 
father who was dead cane to me and told M that they would not divorce and 
would travel far end wide. 3111 3ergen was fair compleotioned like ma and 
everyone thought he wss my son. 3iH ?*r'-en, Tun' or was bcrn Sep*emb~r 29, 
1946; he w^s bcrn premature without fin emails and no hair; he slept for 
nearly 3 months till he finished maturing; then he w^a loud and active. 

They worked for Phlllipps in seismograph or doodl«bu red all ov*r the 
country, moving as -uch as 10 or 12 timss a year, Vhen Billy got school age, 
they headquartered and Pill senior had to travel far to work, scn^tlmes taking 
ten days to work far away and then being home five days so tte doodle bug 
style came into being :'ar those who tested for oil and took pictures of the 
deep strata reserves. Bill and Lynna E. first lived all over "est Texas and 
then went to C^lor^do and to Wyoming and then to £andada; I saw them only 
once a y*ar for two weeks. Tney lived at Belvedear, Mississippi for a short 
time when 3illy first started school* ^hey even bought a blc trailer heme 
to live in but washing it was a big job worse than for a car; ev*ry six feet 
w^s mor* than a car would have been. ^h d y rented mosly because a r a al house 
had rore rcom to avoid oabln fever syndrome. Also, storms destroy the trailer 
house more of ton because they tip over and fly apart, 

3illy Junior was born In H-rlegen, "^xas; they were living In San Pen! o. 
When a baby born in th« valley leaves, asthma develops and that is what we 

, little Bill had a bad case of asthma, hobert WL 



1*0 



owned huby Red grapefruit orchids ar.d knew that faot and h< 
have Lynna It to return to the farm to have her baby; but that was considered 
old wives tales 30 she stayed to have her baby near the father 1 s work, a d 
little Billy nearly lied several times after they mov«d away. Young folks do 
net want to be told anything en 3 will cut off their own nose to spite their 
face. Pill and Lynna 15. surely had a lot of illness to crnteni with over 
the y«ars; Billy Junior now liv*s in Houeton which is net far from the valley 
of Texas cr he would be v*ry ill; Valley children of Texas can never live a 
healthy life awp.y from that valley air. That is called the Indian curse for 
the white nun stealing th°ir gold since gold minds do exist in South Texas 
add arouad ^1 Paso that dates to tae early 1500 f s. I iclocy is interesting 
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Nettle Kline Buffington was kin to the right people and she had ^e«lt 
with the typloal redneck police on th*lr terms so she pot off scott free be- 
cause the Kroelenger family was a yankee, and yank^es had become so hateful 
• ith loud mo -thed slurs at everything Southern and especially Texan so why 
didn f t those yahoos Just go back to their wonderful oountry if their place 
there is so much better as they harp ell the time. Wo wonder the South con- 
trolled the federal government th* first 90 years cf this country 1 s history; 
white trash yahoos were not ^lven the time of day by aristocrats. And now 
tiiis lowly eien-ent controls the politics and fives us a b.d name all ov°r the 
florid because nnners ure taught only well in the good home by generations of 
learned elegance so the nouveau riche n*ver can pull off being quality folks. 

I was surprised to see poverty up north when I visited; I understood from 
the loud mouthed griping that the poor South was so bad. Then. I saw shocks 
and pitiful looking folks up north in Ohio end *ven New York City; I Just could 
not believe my eyes that poor folks existed up north. And they talk with such 
b d rra^iraar and say youse guys for you guys. Tis so interesting that new on 
television the high society folks say.^you all come see us' when the ysnkees 
laugh and ridicule Southerns for saying the irnorant you all instead of youse 
gUja so our linro won out after all because aristocratic roots are always pre- 
f^rr^d. The aristocratic Louis Vantba^ten who was the last vice-roy to India 
spoke more like a Southern rentleman than a yahoo yankee so his televised 
speech will be remembered and used ass pattesf of vocal beauty long after all 
the ill-mannered yahoos are long dead and gone. The 3outhern speech in the 
" T .S. originated in Sussex, England where the power-elite aristocracy lived, 
^ven Peter Allan of Australia speaks like a South Carolinan because he has 
British aristocratic roote, even if he did marry Liza Vlnnelli the daughter 
of Judy Garland; the Oumn sisters were from Dallas at one time. 

I still rtMd MP yankees from Ohio during /or Id "tar II fondly; they 
were nice herd working folks not the white trash that eomplains public ally. 
A public outcry of persorg/woe is lew classed so no wonder they are obnoxious. 
•Vhen the Aarlngtons moved back to Ohio, they sold their banty chickwis to 
little Robert end even gave the pens that were on sti Its, cAt&Z&c^ 
on me. tfe had a lot of chickens for our eggs and our fryers. Lots of folks 
had shlckens^and dogs ran loose. tT ntil 1950) we had chickens. 

Buddy Ferry had a big goose tfcut could fly and it knocked the milk man 
flat one morning early; vuddy would run barefooted in the heavy dew even in 
the frost and never catch cold, whi\e Robert would get inner-ear risensJ'or 
golnf barefooted on the damp grass. The Lord protects the good and poor said 
^uddy.ITis folks earned more money than we did; his father had the band at 
Nettie Kline* s b«st nightclub * h*r* the live bands came and he was then the 
b ck-up band plus his mother and sister Peggy were waistresses every night. 
And then younger Billy BtYVf sold orange Juice fron a cart that circulated 
through the drive-in theater on the Loop near Statellne, now where a motel 
Is located and calls the Loop Texas Blvd. Pilly Berry screamed at the top of 
his lungs, "ORANGE JTJICT." He sold a lot from dark till midnight. And during 
the afternoon daylight hourSj he shlned shoes for soldier boys at th* bus 
stations doimtown. Bill? was very enterprising so they did well ae a family. 

*y also had g mbling parties; titty borrowed fcy tea glasses en" pitches and 
the alcohol dissolved the gold band strips on the rim of the rlasses. To this 
day, I think of that when I see the pitcher. Vy place is full of odd memories. 

Life is full of quirks and Jaggy little memories that mean nothing. If 
I had not promised to write a few pages cf my recollections, I would not be 
enjoying some of th>se remeniscens*s, also some old time memories are painful. 
The 1920 1 s wer- tbi b*0t time to be alive in American because folks were hafcpy 
seeming to talk to in general; folks today are gruff end insulting, besides 
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Victor Shauberger was a v*ry private person; he feared a backlash against 
German people in the TT.s. like the Taponsese had experienced being put on 
protective oamps in the fles#rt. But Victor was a big land owner and rich 
so he was considered pood and worthwhile since America worships wealth, not 
good inllvlduals. Victor was a kind person because of his *juaker religion. 
He ws gruff seeing at times. Loretta married a Rye; the family owned an , 
oil company that was snail, only a million or so a month. Loretta stayed marrlec 
to Carl as I remember his name. She works at John Sea ley Hospital in Galveston 
and has not remarried even after her mother Opal was put into an old folks 
home, e never hear from loretta; she returns letters unanswered—that would 
really hurt Tom slno* he loved her like his ov.n Shlld, Toretta did ignore Tom 
and was ashamed of his sJJffj eating manners in public \dien we were In Hardin 
so Tom did see that ele*antr side of Loretta; she was haughty like Slaie Taylor 
• lnniford h*r cousin. Seems that when really poor down-anrt-out-at>-th*-heel3 
folks got to be haughty and Insulting to others when they get prosperous, es- 
pecially teteful to those who helped them because the old time folks are a re- 
minder of those poverty times. But one's roots are the real person; I know 
that because I do know my roots. 

Ro^rt got me to Join the DAR and the United Daughters of the Confederacy 
just to flaunt it all in front of the yankees; we knew our heritage so the 
Masonic Lodge and Eastern Star for Lynna 15. had given her olout at the bank 
since the valu« of a person is through the big high faluting organizations 
one Joins not the good Christian worMs done by the individual. Pay raises go 
to those who pal together in jreetigeous fraternities. ^Mletkl down his nose 
and anears at yankees end bad grammar speech patterns because he says they 
despise you anyway so give them good examples of high classey things to com- 
plain about ao that their loud protests will be full of those examples that 
will get talked about and thus reveal their stupidity. Robert was not always 
this hateful until he was let go from his teaohlng Job in Houston at age 47. 
He cannot ret another Job do ins anything because he is too old for the wonderfii 
Republican companies that worship tradition and old age but only want to hire 
young eople to train and to have to pay less; a new teacher earns several 
thousand dollars 8 year less than a teacher with 20 years or more. Robert was 
awarded teacher of the year end has a literary term to his credit yet cannot 
get a t^aohing Job anywhere; he applies and littleif$<sponse since 1931. He 
was a popular classroom teacher and that is *fcere Jealousy comes in from the 
administration. «Tust like Governor Clements Is o sleeze bag person and gets 
reelected because If he is rich he Is bound to be smart and the 3111 sports 
scandel shows Just the the kin1 of rootf businessman he is, one to do any thing 
for a buok and power. 013 frog faced Oov Vfhite was defeated m inly because he 
baoked the No Pass No ?lay rule and that rll*4 all the redneck oountry towns 
where they think the purpose of a school l3tprovide sports *v*nts on Friday 
so Vonday can be fun at the Job the rehash the local plays, yflso the drill 
team an* band at small town schools ,rovide the glory activities, anyone who 
reads a novel or learns intricate science is square and en egghead or nerd 
to be avoided so the lntelleot is no reason to attend School in America — that's 
why our great scientists come from Europe and Britain but now that their 
economy is sc great we no longer have the best minds ooming to us. Ve are now 
a debtor nation so the redneck yahoos need to lose their control of America; 
they are dinasaurs today but at least SO percent cf America is redneck. 

*x-<*ov«rnor White did not do vlndiotative things to his opponents so no 
one feared making an enemy of him, but scarface old Elements takes revenge like 
a tyfical Republic an, and his billion dollar company ruined folks so they fear 
crossing his viewpoint. A young person today should be a Republican and never 
disagree with any businessman; only might by hook or orcok succeeds so the 

ri*ht thin* to play the game of ugly 
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see how trie history books define the antlos of buaz brained Reagan.He Is very 
popular with the functional illiterates and general stupid lamebrains because 
they are too lazy or inept to fcat the facts and know v«hat is happening to this 
one* wonderful country of ours. I an not Ignorant enough to vote for Reapan; 
In fact, when I voted against Rearan the first titie, his winning w &s ennounoed 
on th- radio before I got home from the pells. That showed me that bribery and 
general diahenesty existed from the start by the superrioh to buy votes and 
even get the polls cr ballot staoked their way; the superrioh p*t what they 
want sc m amount of intelligent opposition does any pood. Bribery is the 
crder of tb9 day; the bir rich hav* to have 1S5 millions even to be on the 
rtohman 1 s list and to be at the bottom Is being poor-little-rlchman so they 
will do anything to have big deposit* next to the name and the politics will 
only get worse not better; all democracies fell like tnls; Greece ha* its 
30 tyrants; we have Reagan with his Centres aid even after congress denied 
the money so he sneaked around as any dishonest thief in the dark would, to 
be a tyoical emperor or dictator so the defined words by his actions do exist 

»'.r wealth were net behind him to keep the sheriff fron the white house 
doors. Reagan defied the oongreae like any emperor or dictator would so he is 
♦he epitamy of anarchy and a slap in the ' of freedom— he can't be disagreed 
with or crossed like a spoiled child or ol !-timey disoi pllnarlan temaher. I 
still think "hot Reagan's hearing aid is a teleprompter Ltll Visa Nancy speakli 
to tell him how to aot; I don f t blame Taney Reagan for defending her husband; 
she is Just dr>lnr h*r duty and h*r loyal self surely shows. She is more loyal 
than he is; she tries to make him look food while he h£s no loyalty to the 
principles of free government — Ron should be so dedicated as VI ss Nancy. Rov' 
is n t senile; he is selfish and dedicated tc the superrioh; he is impressed 
by the high and mighty wealthy like so many redneck actors who were poor and 
made it big(he hates his humble roots so he sticks around the powerful). 

I seldom think about politics when T am busy in my yard. But petting all 
wound up in this aemorioi; I Just f;et on a roll and keep harping. No one will 
ever read this so it is useless and I am not rich enough to b« considered 
as a serious knowledgeable person 9 and all I know goes for nothing because 
of my bad eyesight that makes my spelling b«id because of difficulty to proof 
read effective or to arrange the oopy in the first p3aoe to look educated. T 
will be thought of as a ding bat old wonan full of senile ideas even if anyone 
r^ads all tlMM ranblings. 

I have enjoyed f y. ing most cf this; my dismay at the political antics 
by an old man of my generation is shocking that the truth pets so little 
respect to rectify the facts that are presenting as the great truths. I have 
lived when American v;as great end well respeoted world-wide and now we have 
liars ruling us lii:° dictators and our respect is low and the whole society 
Is decadent, '^crship^ing the superrich. The intelligent have no clou£ or 
-esr*ct in America; we need a king whose aristocratic family would require a 
sense of standards that would reflect the grandeur like English royalty does. 

Sussex Downs had a trar.edy in the form of a murder; ?°tty Jo FooK*r 
l!ved on Aojthnny l>rive not far from Mrs. Lutz. ^etty Jo Booker played in a 
band and was out late a lot so when h*r soldier boyfriend and she parked; he 
was killed, emasculated with a knife and h«r body w*s disappeared for a few 
days aoS then war found Jtfmt a few feet from the orir'nal murder in the bushes 
of Spring Lake Park *hat was a mile no th cf our house. Then, a whole rash 
of murdeyhappened that pot attributed to The Phantom Killer tfiose exploits 
got big coverage In the marazines Life and Look . This was Jus^ after tforld 
War II in 1947; the arsenal was gettlnr closed back An a major scfcle; rossipr 
said Mr. Hudson that Bernleoe worked-for was the Phantom Killer because 
B*rnieoe had t cks thrown all over her driveway when she broke off with Mr* 
mtt+T h+r hiwhanfl M*T* Owens returned. Then, a Mrs. Starks out in the 
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together for y«ars. ./hen T moved out h«re everyone said ther* ws a lady who 
looked Just Ilk* me. I m*t h*r; we did look a gr-at deal alike, in fact so 
auoh that once vhen Robert attended church vtoii* I -as unabl* tc ~o th^t 
all tha folks at church said hello Vrs. Tfeylor to Hattie Ifize because Robert 
was walking beside h«»r for his ride hone* ?h*n, a few years later we were all 
talking about family and showing pictures; her maiden name whs Tnrrara p.nd her 
nother was a Drennan ; my grandmother Sarah Alexander .tinniford f s nother vies 
Hiry Drennan of Springfield f Illinois so we did find a kindred connection. 
Noreta Vlze BhaltOO -ibrriej Sonny Shelton and llve^ln Garland; they visit so-i*. 
Sarlene u ize Simpson married Mac Simpson who is from Texarkana and a pood 
Christian man. Lillian wjs the eldest and seldom visityj. h*r mother because 
Otis hated tte Churoh of Christ so much that he ooul<Wear to see Hattie who 
was a living, breathing Church of Christ believer but did not poke it down 
one's throat. And then Winfred Vize h«*r son was a hard working younp man; he 
had a long career with S*a^s. Hattie was killed going to 3roken flow, Oklahoma. 
She came by for me to go with her as usual but I happened to be too busy to 
Just drop everything and go. Kattle passed a truck on the emergency lane of 
the highway and got crushed in her oar; she lived a few hours tut died. Her 
husband Hums got a good settlement and lived hlgjfo he remarried to a wonan 
with children; h^r children hated me because I wasyrri^nd to Hattie so they 
made obscene telephone calls >nd threatened bud things. The police monitored 
the phone so they got caught in the act; they bad even used knives to t«ar up 
clotting of Thomas an^ Vize f s as I sailed Hattie. They were destructive as 
w»ll an mean. Rednecks have to do bad physical things of vandalism to feel 
c-ood about life. Thomas died and the house is always in ruin since the owners 
r*rit to Just anyone now t even a preacher owned it to rent to his sister with 
5 ohildren and they tore it up and nev^r mowed the yard; 5 boys too lazy to 
pick upj6u>place. Youth today ur° too spaced out on drugs snd g r.T*l meanness 
to be clean and honorable. I us^d to be called TAy TAY and have a plaque to 
prove it because I baby sat and loved the children cf the community so much; 
I still pass and repass with the youngsters but their wnners and general 
meanness has gotton too bad to be around them for v*ry long. 

Pattie Moore sold her place to Lorraine Crawford. But Just before Pattia 
sold, she trl°d to get a good -tenant or buyer but had to trade h*r house to 
th* b'^l^er cf h*r n*w one. Little ^ill "oore and Kay hated to move away from 
me; I had baby set for th*m all their lives; they were like my own. Pattie 
tc£>< ae for rides v/lth her Just to run to I -rr>c«ry s^ore even. T had a 
great time vtth tattle anl the kids as she called us. 

^ had big yard cookouts for the n-^rby neighbors; birthday- anniver- 
saries were an occasion for us all to cool: n dish and bring tc +h» *abl« in 
the backyard; I had a lot -f the dinners because of having the nic»at yard. 
Ivan In ft inter time we served a meaA in the house during cold wath*r. The 
summer time was best; would moke ice cream in the hand crank freezer and 
homenade cakes and fish or fried chicken done tru* old South way (soaked in 
buttermilk overnight with light flour coating), ./a have rood tines and a true 
love thy neighborhood spirit. No one tri«d to be mean and hateful to each 
other; Dlok Voora even bought hcrses to ride and so did Jimmy Stevenson who 
had a nag thit fell and then reared back to fall and thus break Jimmy* s Lag; 
th*y vara showing off but Jimmy nev»r rode again or associated with that bunch. 

In I960 when Robert married Mary flufflngton, Pattie and the neighbors 
organized a big rehearsal dinner in the yard which v:as full of blooms and 
lovely greenery. Mary's brother Ralph Buffingt-n performed the wedding since 
he was a Nazarene preacher. He wsa such a quiet well rennered man and his wife 
Dorothy and son David arri daughter Dorcus. All my folks came too sc It was a 
family affair of alnost 100 _ foltaw itht he ^MJ-^party; 
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on th* staff of *he monthly magazine THS HI] EX POLICE JOURNAL. The journal 
vr*nt +o 43 free nations and was v*ry sli^ic looking and a nice assignment for 
a young man. I had dreamed that would ride in an inclosed car md be saluted 
by officers when he was drafted, rfell, the magazine owned a new Chevrolet 
statlcnvagon for delivery of the copies on the post of Port Gordon ne^r 
Augusta, Georgia .h«r* the Masters Golf Tourna lnent is h*ld *v*ry year and 
also wh*re Pr a sldent Tke T tsenhow*r vacation^ to play golf ofton. Robert had 
won entrance tickets for two to be a part of the gallery for Arnold Palm*r f s 
following. His name as a prive first olar-s soldier drawn by serial numbers 
out of almost 100,000 soldier boys and he won when he already had press passes 
to enter the grounds so Robert gave the tickets to friends on the base. 

Fort Gordon was hectfl quarters for the Military Police Corps and also the 
Signal Corps so it was an important base near Augusta, Georgia. Robert did 
his basic training near Columbia, South Carolina, in fall of 1959 end then 
was in the MP Corps by February of I960. Ifary decided to marry Robert; she 
set her cap for him even by mail even. They decided to ret married v*ry quickly 
when he came back to Texarkana at faster cf I960 and Mary iiufflnpton had the 
swankiest wedding in town. Her sleazy old aunt Nettie Kline came to town for 
the event to show off. An older friend Mrs. Young r^ave eleaborate Preakfasts 
that made the society page; Mrs* Young 9 s husband had been a builder but her 
adopted son Bobby or Robert Young helped develop several island in Hawaii with 
a hotel chain so they had millions of dollars and thus spent lavishly; Robert 
Young from Texarkana knew John or Jon ;fhitcolm who did the Mabelllne ads for 
magazines, •specially the finrernalls hand ads; they all came to Texarkana and 
Mary posed h*r fine long f In, *rs for ads even. Mary had a bubbling personality 
that men could not resist Just like her aunt Nettie Kline. 

Mary Jacquelyn B uff ington had a grande mother Florine Hargls 3uf fington. 
The Hargls family once own*d a big bank at Nash, Texas at the edge of Texarkana 
end Reverend n !lll* T, srris who set up Radio Free Europe was her nephew and he 
had grown up in Texarkana so we all knew of him very well. And Florine' a mother 
Mrs. Hargl^J^ad been a Holmes who was a granddaughter of the writer Oliver 
v»nd AlL64:i|J|es * r WQS Sapr^meo Court Justice of the t t.S. Supreo 

Court; she had come to visit her cousins in Texas. The Webb family had married 
twice into the Holmes family in the 18!*0 f s back in Boston, Massachusettes. A 
Yebb died in th* Alamo in 1*36 so he had sent his son and daughter back to 
Boston to be reared until the wars ended but he got killed and th*y r*ngin«d 
until grown so they grew up In the Holmes household and then a sister and broth 
married a sister end a brother— taJay, Dr. u olm«a^h^£V and Dr. ^ebb Holm<- 
taught at the TT nlv«rsltv of Texas at Austin. And *mmMm Ir*scott Vebb who was 
an hi st or lan -author was a oousin to Florine; he visited Texarkana and *ven s«nt 
a wedding gift in I960. Mary was descended from good stock on her mother 1 a side 
but Nettle Kline was a mess to behold and to Match carefully. Everybody knew 
well about ole Nettle Kline. Mrs. Florine Hargis Buff ington was kin to the 
Daniels 9 s family; Trice Daniel, Senior was h<*r cousin arid Florine w*s kin to 
Sam" Houston and all his descendants so John Connolly's wife Nellie Houston 
Connolly was kin to Florine — seemed that all the povrncrs of Texas for a while 
back when Robert married were somehow kin to Mary so Msry thought she was big 
stuff and even seemed the most proud to have ole sleazy Nettle Kline around.^ 
/.adding gifts rolled in from everyone important and from the most unlikely of 
places; Florine 9 s father died during the depression and was not so rich when 
the banks failed; but he had paid out of his funds any mortgage that a friend 
of his owned on his home so tM»e friends could net be MJ« had 

been ebl* to repay the family for the Hargls generosity so the wedding was a 
good opportunity to give a nice gift to shew appreciation for past goodwill, 
gouu ^^7^ Sw_2 .+ th« w**rfin*- Warv did nat print but 25 of- 
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Taylors came to the wadding and of course ~lsle Taylor tfinnlford and Ev»r*tte* 
I] tie bought I new Pontlac to put on the dog snd sport about with rrjy sisters 
Lynna and Lucille «lnniford. Robert flew tc tlM airport out of Shreveport so 
we all went to pick-hlm up f me, Wary B. as she v«ente^ to be called and the ex- 
Mrs. Weridell from one of the wlderly Wendell brothers of the Mule Barn from 
the days when I lived at 512 Texas Avenue near all the Wendells. Mary was sur- 
prised that I knew so *»ny folks so well that she knew, I did not relete Just 
how well that I kn*v/ her sorry-old aunt Nettie Klin*; I was reared too well to 
say in public then what T thought about thit husaie. 

I never wanted to be a reflection on the rVlnnif ord family cane by making 
an ass In public of myself so I Just bit my tongue to remain quiet. Vary end 
Robert got hundreds an<i hundreds of fine gifts that they had to write thank- 
you cards for and then buy posture for. M ery did not like to save money; she 
thought money was to be spent faster than it was gotten. Her daddy had once sal. 
that Robert was intelligent that he would b* v»ry rich and fa .mo -as some day so 
sk* n«v«r forgot that (after the divorce In 1967, Robert r ar ^:nb*r*a that st tu- 
rned t made for Mr. Buffington). The Buffington family was v°ry nice to Robert; 
they wanted the marriage to last nd for them to be happy as did T. Vary was 
a doll of perfection in public and never pulled a scene; but In private she was 
a spoiled brat utoc threatened to kill herself if she did not ^et her way. She 
would take a knltchen butcher knife to bet to slit her wrists if she did not 
get her way; Robert told this long after hewee divorced. Mary pouted with big 
swollen lips If she were denied anything; she want«1 exensive things the v^ry 
-inute she asked for them, no later about it. Mary did work; she tvught school 
because her daddy wanted her to be a teacher; one Buffington was a preacher 
another was a businessman and one a teacher--he always wanted a teacher end a 
preacher in the family so he tot what he wanted out of Mary; she wa a daddy 1 s 
girl even more than was my daughter lynna ^stelle; Mary would defend her daddy 
even when her mother was right in a disagreement. Her father Mr. Buffington 
could not be wrong ever. He owned a motor repair service and earned over 
thirty thousand dollars a year so he gave Mary everything she ev«r wanted 
materially and with love. She wanted * man Just like h*r iaddy. T had nearly 
married a man like my father; Tom Drake was so much like ay father and was 
well accepted by the ./lnnlfords who also aocepted Tom Taylor, but T chose Tom 
on my own tlM very first time that I sew him. 

/ell, Robert had known the 3uffingtons ev*r since we moved to Texarkana. 
Ko «rt f s bjfyol* had bean put together and stored at Mr* Bufflngton's garage 
years before; Jimmy Stevenson next door had v.orked for Mr. Fuffington so Jimmy 
^ta V «nson took the surprise gift there to store and then deliver. And then 
Mary snd Robert were in school together; he was two years ahead of her. ^ut 
thftj both taught at Victoria, Texas ! 7 igh School In fall of 1959. Mary tapped 
Robert on the shoulder in a crowd of teachers at the first faculty meeting and 

ay were reunited as good friends that teaching year, even drove together 
in one car for holidays when ccming to Texsrfcana; Robert drove fast and went 
like the wind. Robert had a 1953 Pontlac that drove like a breeze end he liked 
to floor board it most of the time; it is a wonder he did not get killed. He 
drove so fast tint he blew the li?«nse plates off one of his cars when he lived 
in Houston. Mary was a wild holy terror like him about cars; she had gen- to 
ST*9| Iniianopolls 500 Auto Car Race since her birth on March 11,1936; her 
father was a bi^ oar enthusiast so he took h*r on a pillow as I baby to the 
trial r c*s th t first year of h*r life and they never missed going thereafter. 
Vary could work on oars even when all dressed up if h*r daddy needed help when 
she v*s all dressed to kill for a party even. Mary went to nice parties with a 
few drops of oil on her nice dance or cocktail dresses because on the way out 
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when she did not r*t her way with Lob*rt after the marriage because Robert 
liked the long fine emails/ They w **e a matoh for each other; both were highly 
intellir^nt wind well-educated in the humanities and nev*r forgot anything so 
they arru^d most unfairly, digging up the old wounds of the first argument vhen 
their 500th would erupt; they were both cursed with a memory about both good an 
bad things. But they nev^r fussed in publlo; most of their friends though they 
were ttaB perfect couple. Robert said th.t he stsyed married or living with 
Mary the last y*ar just to make sure that she would always knew exactly the 
reasons he left her for good; he was sick and tired of h*r ways and then he 
would remind her of the consequences of her actions that were obnoxioufc to him. 
Wary criticized Robert a lot frc-n the first but did not *xpect *v*r to be 
criticized the least bit by anyone because she was perfect* Robert was better 
at remembering details when arguing so they finally had big fights lnwhich 
nice things got broken a lot but only the things of the other one who had 
brought up the bad times. They had a housefull of beautiful things. 

Mary Aid not want children because it wrs too painful to have children. 
Also, she did not //ant a child thet would require too muoh time; she wis lust 
llk« "lisle Taylor Wlnniford and ev»n had a .brooding look like ^lsie sometimes. 
Viry said that if a child treated her the way so many of her students treated 
their parents that she would beat it to d«ath; both she and Robert called any 
child they night have an "it." I loved children so much and they despised 
children so much; they taught children who were so bad from whst I heard and 
finally saw tint I do not much blame them; children have no manners at school 
anymore; the Afebb Sfewart chil^r^n have beoome the typical bad kids of school 
today as I do remember how smart eleck und hateful they were to me and to any 
teacher they disliked who a teacher il d like the .finniford family. Times are 
really bad since manners are a thing of the distant past. 

Vary ha1 gr n at manners in public; she was never a reflectl cn on her name 
or hurs. Mary has kept the Taylor name after divorcement, yet she v:ent by h*r 
full name on the driver's license that took toe lines to spell Very Jac^uelyn 
Buffington Taylor. Today, in Texarkana Mary's picture appears in the newspaper 
and she is simply called Mrs. Taylor; Mary did say tint if she a nd Robert ever 
had u child that they would hyphenate the name into Robert George Taylor-./innl- 
ford because Wlnniford was the prettiest name in th* world, with Buffington 
being the next prettiest name; I was shocked that she liked the name Yinniford. 
Mary hated the farm; rural area was a disgraoe or so she acted; Vary was like 
Ida Salmon Taylor about rural areas; tlMJ lik* f he city and big houses only 
in town. Vary dressed like a fashion plate and hed hundreds of dresses, nev°r 
to wear the same one a second time during th that season but Mary did keep her 
clothes for years; she would have hems taken up or let down every year dcpcmdld 
on the fashion but she kept her wardrobe fcr y ars and years till it got rotten 
Mary did not Just rive clothes away or discard anything; she ju stingy about 
owning things and wanting muoh more, spending mcney for ex;e n slve rings full ot 
diamonds or big rrars and houses is i* ft r° it went, net Just down the drain or ou 
the window like a drunk Indian. Vary had good taste and wanted to spend money 
on ejo^ant things while shopping every day or vihen she could. Mary had diamonds 
like crazy; she had do-ens upon dorens of pairs af shoes, all very lovely. 

Mary had me to alter her clothes and then never wear them; that never 
weiring them made me wonder of ton about why she wanted me to do that but Mary 
thourht thnt sewinr was for a peasant so she Just wanted to have doing nigg* 
work so she couli t%ml superior without actually saying it, but l!ary has kept 
the Taylor name so Mrs. Taylor ™ist not have been so bad after all since I em 
*he only older Mrs. Tfeylor she knew to tr->at ugly. I Just figured that she 
would bCOOM Vlftl Buffington like my sister took their naiden name Wlnniford 
back after each divorced. Mary was so heurhty and prissy the t I am surprised. 
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to sell you( pointing his finger) a house full of furtnltre. So he made ov*r a 
million dollars a year doing that. Tommy was a fast talker and full of high 
energy '.then in public; at home, he Just fell apart and strowed his clothes all 
over the house; he liked to be waited on like a king and wanted special favors 
to ;>rove that he was liked. His wife Billie Jack Roberts Buffinrton was a sweet 
Mil illg friendly pitMlj their two children Sherry and Randy w*re spoiled rotto 
and Vary just despised *andly who was siokly and especially spoiled by his 
mother Billie. Tommy was rone from hone 99 j*er cent of the time to put on big 
store sales all ov*r the country; he had a whole cadre of men to stern troop 
the sales force; Robert and ?'ary for a while owned a direct mail advertising 
company that ;rint°d the sales tags for Tommy and did some of his shipping. 
They all lived in Dallas when the murcW case of Donald Morgan occurred and 
was declared accidental but the aafla caused it as a warning to Mettle Kline. 
That is Matter story for later. 

Mary's enly sister was Norma buffinrton Brown; she was married to Guy 
who worked at the arsenal and had a good job; but Mary always said that Norma 
and Guy were so poor and needed help. They had only one child Gail who was a 
raving beauty. "ail f s two Brown aunts were both married to Beale men; CtM old*r 
sister was married to the elder Beale and the younger sister married the son 
and they had a daughter • The oil property though went to the child so an aunt 
on the Brown family aide was the grand mother- in -law or step grandmother of the 
heir to th* oil property. They all lived in Beverly addition where the houses 
were small and very nicely kept in this tract of hows. The Buffingtons lived 
at 203 Melton Just off Reading Avenue end only a bloc* av<ay fron the motor ser- 
vice location where Mr. Buffington had his business. The old Hargis building 
was th* location for the Buffington Motor Company and the Hargis *stut* owned 
the building* 

Jack Buff in st on had another sit ter, a Mrs. fatlinpton who owned a large 
house on W«w Boston Road near her brother.Nettle Kline visited their sister 
ofton. Only Ne'tie Kline was the wheeler-dealer tyre. 

Tommy Buffington could sing lik* a bird; he had sunr for a group called 
TW MEN 07 T^XAS. Records had been made so T heard his singing ofton enough. 
a young man named Kilgore also sang with him but the records never got pro- 
moted so Tommy went into business and m&M a killlnr; Tommy had been a vioe- 

ratldcot of * r cCrory Toy com jny for the old man McCroy and also Perry Stores. 
x hen f Tommy went into business far himself and operated out of the trunk of 
his oar t even sleeping inside th* car until he made a killing with contacts to 
put on big sal*s; Tommy then wore silk Italian suits that cost ov*r ^500 each 
in I960. He lived high on the ho^ and Mary liked that md wanted to be Just 
like Toaray. The Bayless family v/as also in business with Tomajy because they 
had all gone tc MhOOl together, Just like Joan Bavl*ss attended high school 
with Robert and Mary. Sven my daughter Lynna T stelle had attended high school 
with Tommy and H. Ross Perot. 

Robert hud b*en the Dallas ,f crning News boy for "right ratman. He knew 
the old representative nd saw him when collecting for the pep*r. 

My brothr Horace ./inniford died in 1952; his funeral was turned into a 
circus because a bir sing-r with a national record sanr in small Cumby. Dovie 
Lee .Vlnnlford in college knew J.T. Adams «fco sang the song B«D T9 3*Jtf. and was 
a top ten s nr brought crowds to the funeral with the streets lined Just to 
see the man. The song had no instrumentation, only singing voices, to show 
that talent is real and should not need gadgetry music 1th t is -why the Church 
of Christ does not have instrumentation In our churches because tal-nt is all 
important and the Bible does net .mention instrumentation in woship). ^ uncle 
3am tfinnlford also attended the funeral and said that hi would rladly *ive his 
*V A S Hm-h** nt f>n1v ace 51 OQUld have lived another two decades since 
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Uncle Sam .rfinniford felt that he lived lonr beyond his tnree-coore and seven 
years slotted by the *Uhl» to "nan. Hut ^r; 1 .ard .'Inniford had disliked Sam 
enough to drive him fr^n th rt hoaaplaoq by say in- that ne had on* to the bath- 
rcom^in front of her children. She sal d t t Sam .inr 4 lford had wet throurh the 
window; I lifclM Hl*t t^cause we i il] aodaat bftJOAd reality, ^specially 
when I B inNJcfod and everybody. That little Tit of -axagj eratlon by B^ryl also 
hfclped to spilt h-r britches with th° family because Uncle Sam was every inch 
a gentlaaafi wind always the height pOTOprl *ty so ^"ryl Just wanted to gat r!d 
of Sam ••inniford so ah* would not h*;ve to do anything Tor him. -hen Horace had 
a oold or even the children growl:. I iok, then Beryl cutis down With a 

blf attjcR or couje<*tlon; she wanted her own brt*nd of attention und ..as lazy 
not wanting to have to wait on anyone else. Beryl soiaamed, ranted and raved, 
stomping her foot even at her own children, when they disobdyed her; she wos 
tell on wheels to her own folks. Thus, we learned to hate her ruts reufty easy 
for*the way she thought the world should cater to her when she h?td no wealth 
cr good manners or no ••nothing 11 tc her credits except that her mirror told her 
she was pretty—Beryl certainly was no pretty sight to behold; she and I de- 
finitely were no pretty sight together when we tangled as I finally did whan 
she ona time too many said that Horace was cui<*eiv*d out of wedlock; Horace 
luy on his death oed und heard our arguing so I turned and kissed his pale 
faoa and declared that I always loved him the be3t and that we would be reunit 
lA heaven someday but that never would that bitch of his wife 3*ryl be allowed 
to get away with bad mouthing a '.final ford again if I had to scratch her eyes 
out and pull h*r ha ir out by the t'.nted roots. I still gat angry thinking sbou 
that evil bitch cf^eryl who deserved nothing good ever to happen to h*r in 
this world because of the way she l'uaseu ill Trent Of har dying huab Dd whom 
nhe :ic u^tinea profeaood to lovinr. aad then to declare that he w u bustard 
then meant that her own children were Lllij imite t£g>but silly mean-minded 
P'-ryl could not see the full implications of h^ ivoad mouthing ways so her 
pro'-ency la truly a bustard branch and deserves not one little bit of benefits 
frofl tha ainnifori name. But T love Horace and wo'ild not black-ball uny blood 
issue of his body since that was all just mean talk by evil Beryl. At least 
ryl did net live lor. rte r Horace died. 

Horace died of cancer; he had a growth on his spine that put pressure to 
"ufce him at crazy for years before cancer *•« diapnos d. or.ee first went 
berserk soon aft^r our d ddy died in 19^3 on Horace's wedding anniversary. 
Beryl brOilghl race up tha drive at midnight to return him as a crazy man to 
my mother who did take Horace in of course ^nl rh*n went to the medical doctor 
the next day; x-rays and many wo*ks of t^sts l^r^r^in^d nothing wrong but a 
vlolatile hom^life or a lack of honellf* anygood with piacean^ quiet. So we 
Ju9t figured one verbal fight too nuny finally rot too nuch for dear Horace. 
John Etoraoa ilnnlford was b^tt^r off dead; he was finally at peace from the 
long ranting tongue of Beryl lard .;innlford. Horace did some bois d f arc tree 
pruning and cutting for James Callan who owned land nor>h of the ho-ne place so 
Horace got a btck injury snd that olo*ly grew into I soreneq^ tha t r" suited in 
a growth on the s.ine to put pressure ror cental outbursts orN^lear thinking, 
liorace was even sent to Terrell in3ai.e abylum wh^re sivock treatments seemed to 
nelp but did not cure him; Horace did his farm, chores in peace und ^uiet^and 
B«ryl did seam to leave him alone when he .as working. 

Horace had left P*ryl tha first year of their marriage but my mother told 
him that a divorce \.us n^t * adly so he had nude his bed and thus ho had to lie 
in it ana for that reason mother felt guilty about all the bad things that 
happened to poor Horace; he could never have scripturally remarried in the 
church but he would h*ve li*a<J a longer life, kefc^rt never spoke to Beryl apol 
^;'ter that fuss on Horace 1 s <Aeathb"d beoauaa Beryl had duped Uob rt into brinr 
ln« «a there In the first place; she saU that she really ^iased^visit U^witr. 
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Robert never forrot that duplicity* Someone who hud always seemed so 
s«eet to bin ot least and then Just turned nean spirited. This event p,ot 
Uobert ready for Mamie iilnnlford hcbertson when he was In eoll»ra and so many 
of his friends roomed at her rooming house so he had to watch his step around 
her. And Robert now knew thut 1 .its h-.d an axe to | rind with others from some 
kind of ego trip or Just plain meun splrltness in general. I if e is full of fha 
sort of thiryr on the natlcnal eni international level; to do battle Is vAat 
humankind likes and aches to do. Dovie Le* tflno Iford looked like the Hard fa.ii 
with birj cow eyes c»r wall eyed look. but i>ovle Lee won hl^h school beauty as we 
as valedictorian so she also graduated with top co-honors In college b nd hud 
to work two Jobs; Dovie was an artist by birth so the lessons in college did 
hone her skills an'! t^l^nt with oils and wot^rcolors. But Horace had wutercolo 
that he did on the lonp gallery porches while r<*stln£ to po buck to the flel is 
Until T was six y*ars old, T ;o Id . 1 rcrop all ov^r the brothers of mine 

because I wanted to play while they rested from fWd work to duddy then took 
me to the fields to learn work since 1 voul I m t l*t them rest and then after 
t:.jt I rested some so Bcp ft* would draw and paint; all his beautiful pictures 
have Just disappeared. '±hus t Dcvle Lee ..inniford Flowers had a natural t -lent 
*:.>t -as family gl Mlkaa/.wa g our musical tm] I Utiwrltad (some psycholorv 
books said no^t . 1-n C' <tt|rlnh^r it ed but then sone psyc holor lsta stated ttvit the 
propensity to lie and steal 4 " was un inherited brain chemical Imbalance so they 
lid not vunt a true positive talent to be blrt oriented while a negative tral 
would cr could be inherited so no wonder educated fools tove taken over the 
v. or Id of education v:lth thMr atrenge odd way of recording their bran<i r r .dea 
In books). Yahoo personality has taken ov^r education; a yahoo Is v»rv verbal 
with well-reud x\*cts to talk his brand of Ideas and thus Impose them upon the 
i>Oj,uluce so educated fools are lnuoed yuhooa; t. r*v1neck Is a e'oou ole boy wht 
likes earthy ooamon things and talks like j hick lihleb *ra his roots-- u r*dn*o 
-.111 dj hurd ..ork aerue the iiuroe redn^CK fron a sunburned o] t -cle around the 
olue collar fr^m l~bor in the hot sun thut is branded oven If years later hav- 
ing a circle around the neck ever, when having a white collar ,*ob. hut tlie 
yahoo is a well-versed Individual on factual iuforiiution with an lndepth ex- 
, *rtise such as teachers, lawyers, doctors j:>d -eneral working class Profes- 
sionals viic dc h:ve v~ry little class. /*nd then a yuhoo-r<^neck person is a 
hi.hly mobile person who has cc^ a lonf way socially- — c jnomlcally in one 
exoneration, from white-trash to redneck to lower echelon prof ssionul a3 a 
t Utotlve yahoo in a short period or time, >nur Intrar^ t f Inds odious this 
typa of person who now runs. and ov.ns s oc I d tn WT T £dn ec k usually votes demo- 
crat and th* yahoo votes republican, ^ut they blend to ether of ton today In 
the late 1930 f s. 

-ryl iva s a redneck and ner son James hob^rt Is a yahoo; James or JR 
has the factual expertise to bluff his way but he lapses Into the ways of 
r^^necklng to r*t even with fa ally t.nd friend s.Cettlnr even is Important to 
redneck/yahoos. like crackinr my ribs while profession love to hup m and like 
aoaing arouni nl9 aunt Lynn:* Vlnniford to let his younr dau \ • ra fat to know 
the family while really .vantlnr h^r anc^storial land und old homeplace which 
he was nlad burned ^en he did net Inherit it. 

Dovie Lee ••ir.riirord was a brilliant pirl and youa r ' lady; sh« rmde all the 
nativity paint inrs used on th* aaapna aoana ItvSb r f ;iii<3 everv y^ar .^nd that 

rood to see her talent for decades still btnafltlfg folks. I>rv!e Lee taurh 
school viien she was almost 18; she hud been advened several f*rades because 
aha was too aaart for the teaehera so they put her ahead and she wna In qo11t< 
at a e 13 unc j graduated In 3 yea s even there. Her first hlrh aohOOl class v/js 
older than she so s^fJUisd her Ikair In a bun and look-d old like a school merm 
should; she *1;sl^ \J&6lTm irr led every year with u bi f - linnood rlnfl m hea <x 
h^uiitt^ Mi«noMn^ ffnv<i until* eell fnr anv ulrinlforrl in Cumbv t£ seek info 
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Dovie Lee .ilnnlford a bookworm ev^n as a llttl* irl; *he whs patter- 
ned aft«r oiy daurhter T.ynna 1st • Hi Hi ] 1 or Bar pan < I.ynna ~stelle iid reudirvs 
or expressions such as Brother Jones. "Brother Jones, you take a tatter -nd 
vgait at the second table." "Hush Little vCrner, don't you cry; you will be a 
service stat LOO lv- ..i-iv." I ynnj Esttlle via 8 nev>r shy; she stood btfC 

roups und recited her r^iin s or ex;r^ss!ons; she jar. cut* Just like little 
Shirley Temple of the oovies. At school plays MtWMB acts, teaohers would re- 
quest thnt little Lynna ^at*lle stand Uj on stare »jnd r*c!tA the little sUrt 
::tH«3 v/hlle the ocen*ry i«is belnr B banged; adults lov^d the cut" little flrl 
of ours, I thought lynna ^stelle would do something' rreat with h^r talent but 
we mov^ri to Texarkana and all her 81 * lent ms d*stroy<*d. Texarr.ana 

only allows folks born to the local families to advance at ax;ythin£ so she was 
too new and wo had no blr bank accuu^t or blf house; the depression had ruln^ 
us so we were white tr^sh to T*xurkuna folks, 1*8 were net worth the tine of 
day to thea and I was too busy running a household to car*. T ^ut lynna ^stelle 
kn*w th* snide re^jrks were c>uel; lynna ^. had been reared with all kinds of 
tiling! tte t suddenly disappeared forever; no blr house anymore except when we 
visited the old homeplace where Cn^rles T. Alexander and the violinists dld^«? 
m->*t to play, :;e wo r « living in the af ter-rloWof the old fame and wealth; 
v ur family v;as Slipping into poverty; Horace was v*~y poor ^nd n«'*ded money 

rem ray mother; she rave freely and of ton; she cashed pold coin after rold 
coin lntc tlM tank as found mon-»y on v. \ id place Lfi the f \ it 

Odell or Cydfll .atklns W88 □ redneck j**rk; h* even drove Iynno's nice 
1939 Ford^T-S car onto the side of a hill and rolled It ov*r v&en hewas anrry 
.it h^r^ipSfc one of his dmnk ft n brawls; tno car did nin but looked bad. ^is 
another Nl a ■§ab8S of the church; th* Church of Christ produced so many 8B81J 
minded folks who could QUOt* the rlble but do3;»l3ni anyeno who d 1 88£T 88d with 
them on any subject so some kind of retaliation was tak*n without f»ur of any 
reprisal because they 1 1 88V 84 1 Hut he Tell irom grace nn i he knew it. The 
rorrisee soon ended ao hud Lucille^ with Hill Vltchell who did^**ay on th<» fa 
very loop .<h^n the war started. A lllstsr. Blount .vork«d * h* land an^ did a rood 
job living in a room on the pl80#)ttl8n 9 a Ulster Strickland lid ttftS plowing; 
tM lived In Cumby; I*e was a nice harJ Morktng ^in. ! T in v/if^ MDUld not. Jllow ar. 
op^ritions on th*ir nick children who di*d lat*»r b»cau«;* of that silly n^-l*ct 

?he bi^ge3t fear of disease duri;. rl I ^r II uri^ ten years 8fttrV8Td 
vxas polio. Just btlllfl In th^ aun would i iv^ it to you or so the rednecks suld 
in or ier to avoid nard work. Beryl 1 i th8 .^orst to advance this theory and 
she would not allow her children to be in tie sun W*tf lonr If at silt I nev^i 
aside a big deal with .T^y children ov«r this because T did not want fehW to be 
uoset like the preachers hod done me about ;;aley f s Cornet olng to destroy t. 

orld or at l^ast m ke T drop off th° continent ..:sn the sky turned dark. 
: knew that no uan knew the outcome of polio so Salk 88 ■ II] tth a vaccine. 
Just as the 9care for AIDS Is a r^dio-TV preachers device to fill-up the 
church hou3*s throurh scare tactics Is not n^ar the dread the silly anti-Ohris 
oreachers want to a*ke it all out to Le. Just like the i^Tl, scandal about 
%oay and her husband Bakker aticws Just how corrupt and false prophftt ti.oy jrt 
I watch all thos a TV s-r.nons for th^ show of it; Just readinr the Bible is 
enough; no prasoher can do better than the written word of the eood book but 
one must first be abl« to r^ad and ooapr*h*ni Hhlota f8%l folks can do even todt 
because functional illiterates relate to the t.«ll-f ir*-damnu ti on ohruohes; 
takes literate folks to know th^ truth and Just read the scriptures for them- 
selves; a pr- ich^r is oalv human and not to be worshipped or blindly followed. 
Tumny Is a dop*r f seelnp ^od and deanons In tax hallucinations of dope, net the 
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Aim has net killed the pr**at numbers that the real pla^u^s of history hove 
Jellied so why the panic? J us t like rerusinr blood trunsrusioos to i*it^nts 
because AIDS ni.'ht be present is Letting the M-dieval mind rule tne scientific 
taohOOlOjgJ tcday. Today is the reverse of old tirae blood-lett lag Tor a cure. 

! f y sister Lucille ..inniford was violently ettaokad and loot 60 per cent o 
her blood yet no blood transfusion was even c sn3 Vd ^r^d; tls a miracle that she 
*v*n surv ive d 1 he a 1 1 o c K a od t *i •n th? treataeat m enouph to have i*t her 
die; a test re M uirirv c*nly t»n more -dnut*s could d*t*rnine the blood content. 
That Is Ay living in u blf city aedical center urea like Houston is very im- 
portant to one's h«a:th. 

Lucille w s at h~r hOM when her telephone went d^ad but small town tele- 
phone systems ro dead one hour bat BOM buck the n-xt hour* lucllle then tried 
the pfaOM f'.f teen ninutes Liter wnen the electrical light a went out but she 
noticed tfap t lights refined on around her so sue rot a flashlight to po out- 
side to check the br^u*e r switch. Lucille hud u t Istol aril knew hew to^ use It. 
Put she just went to see at 8 p.m on December 23, 1986. She wjs hit on top of 
the head frora behind; Lucille hud a concu^aion one one side and a bushod-in 
skull on the other side, yet she turned bt/.vulked upstairs to ro to the bath- 
rooa (that is s si^n that death is fast upon u person when the bowels release) 
so she aade it to the bathroom with blood spurltlnr; than, sh* sat in h<*r nice 
11 vln - room cnair to wait Tor nolp until she raallzad that sue had better ro 
next door so Lucllle want next door; the uttucker did not hit her apoin or eve 
try to stop her. Lucille barely nvuae it $0 faat to Juanlta fltoher iarker's 
place wh«re assistance wus ruined or she would have bled to death. Lucille 
never saw the attacker; her 6 or 7 eld diamond riaga w^re stolen «nd Iwr 
purse that .vbs placed insidn the knitting bag at t foot of hat b *d(Luoille 
keapa a n^ut and very olf*an houae so nothing La nv*r out of pluc* and even her 
purs* Is hlddaa fro-n obvious vie.* 30 the pu- at itor tad to know exactly where 
th* ;»urse W9s kept since no ronsacklnr -as done; no mess except for the bloody 
trail). Hobert said f t*. t u wenun hit Lucille und that it wus someone who had 
been lnslle tha pljce and only 3 folks have e V n r b«e n ^Ji]a Lucl lie 1 s pl-ce. 
to know abOttl fa r knllt^a/ bar so she does know the^^lPtell. 

Lucille does QOtQaMBGVf problen; she ?ar:not b*nd over or walk easily; 
her equilibrium is very bad; she Is lucky to b«* alive and hac stayed for over 
two months at my house in Texarkana. has been eood company durtnr the 
bleak winter. I .as rlad thut I could wait on her and help her ret well. Lucll 
had the health of a 30 to UO year old said the doctor; Lucille had all but 9 
of her teeth at her ap;e of 71; she looks only 60 so the folks in Ccmerce do 
wonder about h«r real ap,e is why Lucille do*s net have her birth late on her 
tombstone yet. Nuraea thought the records h^d bean mixed up for lucllle v*ien 
age 71 wus placed on th« charts because she looks 60 and f he body functions ar 
f^r a 30 to kO a^ed .^r^n; Lucille has nev^r snoked or drank and b »r aei ht 
has been the sasr since gram so her body has nut been abused t except v;hen she 
and Lynna vx>rked thi l'ura like altera; Lynn a hud a hi stchec* : my because or th 
rut , ullin * ork of sawing tree trunks for fire v/ood in tit* fir n ;>l^ces und 
..00! bomlBf stoves — th^t vjas all buci; Ln the 194 0 % s 30 she hod reated-up very 
lilcely. Lucille owned j book store in ^onmr-rce for decudes ao ahe hud worked 
hard but not beyond har tronrth. I v;orrlea t 3 distraction when I rot the 

neweef the brutal attach at 10:30 pa tn^t Bight that ruiAad ny Christmas 
holiday and hose Sellurs aoroaa tne street was a confer t; I do not have hirf* 
blood pressure because I eat j:arllc and take (arllc pe?les or T would have had 
a atroke and then could not hava cared for Lucille later like I iid. God did 
not plan this brutal attaok as part of his rreat predestination plan or ei se 
God is a sadist and a nasochist so tt.ose rallgloaa that believe predestination 
are .1unk rellpions. I would net be a Christian if Ood did sue h tiiin^.a to folks 

I, Md read ay Bible so I know tha straight and narrow^. th 
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where he in bound to be killed or so thoy warn him to leave when seeing him. 
Robert eaferly told then that he nad never been hit on the head In Houston/ 
but if ho hjdxh kncvil«d,'^tible dc r ,;ould have riven him encu^h t^ted blood 
to make his r ecuperati on rosier. Robert f s ,/ood friend Doris Marshall works 
ut St. Luke's Hospital in the Houston Vedical Center (that is the premier 
hospital in Houston so sne should know about AIDS in blood — ^oris could not 
believ* that a real doctor did not knew how to test for AIDS in blood today). 
Robert think3 that the medieval mind has taken churr* of modern society with 
scar* tactics to keep the fusses in line und so do X* 

Texarkana is a worse town than Ccmnerc--' for safety. Texarkana thinks it 
has a .mdical center .lust because tJ 1 Ltol !/edicul Center has the 

printed sirn.but no bir research po*s on there. They just play at beinp docrar 
as I learned when my Ton <n>t 3ick and n^rly died In Texarkana in 1976. Doris 
had us pre -admitted Odd took only 3o ilntttOO to r A t a -room that takes several 
hours usually as I learned rrom other pet lea to vJiile Tom was there for 15 days 

Ton actually had plus toi.Isrioals Hiich\. 3 otten frofl t luck birds; a 
fo'ir acre ; iney #oois forest urea had to be bulldozed and lined down. A banker 
son age 27 died of the Jliseuse so Ten Ma lucky. 

Texarkuna is 00 odd town; the two mafia families keep their power because 
no one will talk about it so ti.elr power builds ^nd continues. Vary's niece 
Cayle Brown refused to ajurry Pobby Do.-.a, Junior because she did not want to be 
shot viien th^ rood .eou/p of Texarfcina finally got tired cf the tyranny und 
rebels, only they never rebel. The baby was 'vnr, u rake f rather whose mime 
Walker was boil f th Toraiy Btlf f lfl£t 1 1 ey to « a fake marrltire license 

und o fake ur:ny reccra; the locul judj'.e Aid all so pro.^r for a A >:lce so tint 
the . oou ulood of Oliver tfondell BoIm ••• * the Florglo family oopi would not 
ho TO a bastard. Gayle even rot a b if - foncy diamcnt rlnr ilon'* ,1th » he proper 
Logol papers. Bobby Dowd Senior has been charged with racketeering above the 
/♦3 million dollur firure In connection olth the Jcnn D^re troot 1 company 
dealership out or DeKulb. Dowd goto five and a half -nil 15 on dollar dope drop 
;/eek; Jerry "oore of Houston launders a lot of money; Voore is kin to the T'ooi 
family of Texarkana and hifl real estate | ur* prospering during the 

hard times of the Reagan degression 30 •.•ell because of :nufiu connections to 
keep la under in/; money. Harry Kri^udojan t Junior is a lawyer who defends the 
'••lilty sleaze balls and is also the mafia or Jewish Mafia; a bip car theft 
ricv operates out of Texarkana even±c£|v^£or 17 states from here to 3t. Louis 
"Isaouri a3 the n*xt biff city. Th^reTis? »flO has Houston connections to th€ 
Jewish Peters nalvape yards' and the ! f acftre(-or Bank in Houston. Robert had a 
friend .William /ntkins who was a mule dope connection froi the Eehunmas to 
. us ton; Catkins disappeared one New Years for rood. The ?m*fia of Texarkana 
i.us one car accidents t*> rrt rid of trouble*aaker3; steering column of a cur 
accidently eoes amuck and^prson iies in a shallow creek; the reoent explo3lor 
of a car in 'the p^rkinr lot in Te*urK9na Vol not tv; l^ul of Texarkana mafia be 
the typical mafia style of "*ust Cooot t^fia so I fni*so the foallloo are ln- 
t*r nixing or intermurryinf finally. Texarkana has be*n bi'- Tkifia since 1920 , < 
10 I little Chlcnro so nrw Texarkana is a bi rer than OhlOOgO for mafia l^adei 
ship or rodfathera. Tlothlnr hoppono in Texarkana without nafia approval or 
investment mon^y, just like Te .jrkaneian Jexry Moore launders nnfla money in 
the Houston r~al estate market ( ,f oore has half a fnillion dollar antique cars), 
God sure does love these mafia d ns a lot to let theT. prosper for so many 
decades but hlfhly su * rs t Ituti ous cnurchy people believe UlOt erodes tlna t ion 
la why this must tofpen, even if Jur,t u teach a lesson of n:t teinr preedy 
ar*d thus be ^lad one is poor to avci^ h* hi, finanuncea of the evil rich in 
this tewn. Texarkana la evil, mean and dan, eroua. le her#* are ufrull of 

irlvlnr in a bi F city like^Dallas or Houston; ^T^^^^t; 



loi Tno tfey lor •'Jinn Iford-BuTflnj ton-Landtroop-tllls~Al#x*ndai i famiii 



Texar 



irkana i3 devoid or a -unities to IftpOTOT* tM fclnd; redneck countr. 

western aonrst^ra -n^ice-up the vast majority of en t*rta lament because that la 
the v**y Cod wants it sine* that is the way it Is and they ro to church so Cod 
has riven thorn that *ith little effort so Cod must wunt Life tu this way — 
this is how the weak minded think in Texarkbna. Tne really intelligent *nd 
labltloua leave Texarkana; Joshua Lo^an who Is a blr Broadway Director and 
writer is from Texarkana area; he returns *ve r so often; his son Joshua Lorun, 
Junior disappeared in a small private airplane in 19^2 alonp with a tatMgi 
Moore boy so the mafia was warning the l f oore family about their connections to 
be *T or very quiet or else since Jetty I'oore is bir laundering of mafia cash. 
Pr*»ach*rs say that Joshua Lofun, Senior should net sin by writing tod will go 
to ::ell for 'hat, should only be r^adinr the Pible net writing filthy ^luys. 
lhus f Texarkana ':oes not wunt uplifting culture; the same old conservative 
tventelity of n*v*r chanrinr to keep people on a low l^vel to oontrcl them and 
keep them scared to death to venture out and Improve the quality of llfe--thia 
is another reason that Tarn not irnorant enoufh to be a conservative. I am not 
sup*rst itutious enough to believe their lies of how God talks to them and in- 
structs the-n to do things in this country. People in Texur tang like to sing 
religious senrs as they walk down the street because th/f shows how rood they 
ere an3 how happy they are with their wonderful life, yet that is a sipn of a 
crazy loon n*edinr to be locked up and ul3o is bad ranaers to be blabbering in 
;>ubllc; th*re is a pl^ce to sinr and to talk loud. Put a lack of manners is 
everywhere nowadays. These rallgloua scn^a were not sun^ by Jesus himself as 
sc tuny think; "ost religious nonrs are sad ani full of woe sung in a tone the 
is fu*dj not upbeat. An then rock ani roll is a davill^i^/Kshop ^tyle of nur.ic 
according to so rr-uny conservatives. Anything fun l^evrPand not done on their 
pew at their church while they are sittin, on thut pm* is -ven nor'? evil so T 
<r*t tired of them. The he. :« life is not doing Its lutf or Job v*ry well or else 
such problems would not be prevalent today, rarents are too busy gcinp places 
and s ; ending money on themselves or letting bi ( . -nu:ao preachers t ach religion 
to th n children; a parent hus to talk and ro places with the children to ret t 
kne * the youni person ins id* and out%and thus be near "hen questions and 
problems occur. .% conservative parent always complains when their child go*s 
bad by saying that "I am too pood a person tar :*is to happen to." Yet they 
think thut bad children of other parents are bad i^rents; the small minC»d con 
servative thinking n*ver thinks in wide sentence structures or enlarged ideas 
about a vast area of things — they want everything organized like the alphabet 
in neat orderly boxes of «ncyc lopoedio inf orna ti on j bu t life is fast movinr and 
ever changing % so the conservative must be liberal and thusly not a conserva- 
tive really at all. I was a silly sv.eet trusting irl anrt 'ttms ^yery conserva- 
tive so v*ien the Republican party destroyed free enterprTa^vflTVti all the con- 
trols that Just apply only to th^lr big vested interest today I learned that 
knowledge will set you free ao I am a liberal and thus an evil person accord- 
ing to their doctrine today. Everything about tto U.S. Constitution is liberal 
not conservative; free men in the ml ist of slavery was radical with saying tha 
everyone was created e^ual (and the republicans certainly think that only a 
blr businessman should be free of only certain business controls). I Just want 
to live lonr OttOUgh tc see fteapan laurhed out of tht» .^ ite House; he lied 
about his orange hair net havinr a rtnse vii^n now h* has dark black hair so he 
will lie about anything since a little lie is as bad 68 a bir lie f for the 
truth is either in one or it is not (yet all the religionists flock to Rearan 1 
lies and will not see that a little lie is'ac evil as another person 1 s lies, 
but the high and Alghty can do anything in America and apparently pet ax*iy wit 
\ t too) . 

The i*vll ™de then *o it is th« excuse by UM conservatives ao they do 
not take responsibility f^heir c*n evil actions and thus^ change ^as a liberal 
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Just like Vary Jucouelyn Puffinrton Taylor always attended church*, even 
had a perfect tendance record, tc th* point that she could do no r^al wronp 
^nd v.as b^tt^r than God himself. I'ary even wrote hofcort a lonp> letter h*rrlnp 
for forgiveness; It was full of praise rod cr Lail-aiarys as I called such y 
blatant bias h*my. 3he n*v*r trl^i to gpctify or make restitution for any g£Aa< 
evil v«ys so that brand of Bern -a pat n>$Arl3tlanl ty Is for the birds and for 
bif public she*. Mary wanted to renurry hi* Mien he won awards and had some 
fame; she also thcurht that he had earned bir money In a few real estate deal9 
that [ Inadvertendly mentioned to thi Buff T ng tons who told Uary, of course. 
They v/anted the marriage to last so they alv*iys • ] tn^si to b* t::;- •tf.-ri / 
but Kob*rt is too bitter about her oily act to r ud the name L!ary alouV^Sr 
t&e Bible; he hates anything 00011 60 ted .'1th h^r u f -ly ways and nan* *ven?^ 
hob^rt said that he <J | >ri everyday so much ttet he hated beinp alive 
even and that was what lfary was really Ilk*; sin cc-n. la ln«d all the tirae about 
ev rt rythlnr; she the it showi; 111 -once was complaining — to roint-ou 

faults meunt you were brilliant enough to see flaws and thus must inform the 
immediate world. Sue must now be the only real Jh: Latlan Lfl the hlstorv of the 
world(of course, sh-> wa3 the best Christian In.th* history of th* world before 
her born-a^ain experience Luturally she is right there BfeeklBg with God, 
himself, I am sure), Robert saved the l«tt»rs from ole l/ary B. to show tt*i t 
she had Vie nerve or ail to try to get hi* buck ^ft*r say in*' that he was so 
I id In the first place; she tried to chanr* everything about him; Vary did not 
like Aoythlag abcut him; his haircut; uis Olothee »e*i :• ng; she had to be 
In Oherge and chance ev I tc i>el rthwhile so h« learned to hate h^r 
*ith all his heart -ad soul. Robert reoetved a birthaay card from h*r und the) 
nr<» th* same slrn; she always pave him something- nic« at Uiut two weeks ljt*r 
he would *ive her B fine b ir tuiay gift SO fchet lord m^d** him muddor than all 
get out r,nd he .vrcte a scathinr ncte on the heokeldi returned it to h*r 

prissy self; Robert said that he could still hear her loud words ranting in hi 
ears when h* read thftt >erd; Mary always ranted about something so he knew h*r 
snide ways only too well. Robert Biya thJt love is iUOh a m*an thing; he pray<> 
and went to church a lot to get Cod to help him, but as thfl conserve free woul 
say th* t Kob^rt was too evil for Cod to help them so now I'ary to s rotten her 
evil s*lf In th* rood ^r»ices of born-arain Bhrlettoalty so she is perf #0t .'h!l 
r.obert is evil now(no wonder the conservatives love their hr*0d-I r*llp!ona so 
-nuch when the evil act can be switched around now to make the oth-r person the 
really bad one). !. f ary wrote asking for forgiveness so Kob*rt replied that to 
cculd easily for* lvo ber tut could nover ft . • v :Belf for lettiftgjber do tha 
number on him cr forgive himself for uttlnp uj ^ith her all those y^ars.Mary 
always would connive to pet her way and do anythinr to pet what sh« oegted out 
Of oayOtte; she is not to be trusted and will only change enourh to hide her 
r^al self until she eeft'get hor hooka back intc OOaeOBej Vary ence said that 
Lob rt loved her encurh to do anything for her and that sae coull thus do any- 
thing and he would com running. Robert's dlsrust though r^ts more intense 
every y >ar for Itary; he wonts to ^o to h^r funeral ,1ust to see if the living 
d»vll can die. l!ary do^s not have tbe pood greeeo to die so that liub^rt can 
remarry; she \A 11 outlive hlw just to be m^an th~>t way; Vary al//ays saij that 
she #vould die younf of a disease (she h^d a hjeterootooy in Lite 1970 f s or so 
she said because she took pills for everyklnd of ailment anyway so she is a 

. . r on prescription meciclno; aiie liked to riaunt h*»r kit of pills as a 
status symbol that r>h* had to have medication tor sinus and nv^ry all*r y und<* 
tne sun f she had it). Mary liked beinr sick, ja t like I^ryl *«aid ./lnniford al 
mays fot ill when ethers ..ere 0l0k*Th0 spirited use roodn^ss and illness 

to th*ir advantj^e so well; th«y make everybody ilso sick of them* I will ro t 
mv rrav^ hatinr iV.ry for rood r anon with tbOIAeOAdO of details of exumul^s for 
\.L1 aka f, mm rti.i. .i,,»t. Tnew t.n.t ehe did to Robert; Vary was hell on 
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newspaper articles run her > >icture. Mferj ..orks for her brother Tommy Buffing' to 
so his TV ads inwuleh he runs furniture proaotl oua Itl bin fOM ^ven new In 
m-un old Te> k arKunu so Mary is hot at iff hOTO« T ha* to aee bar ■ an face §< 
times. T like h* r 3 en t aether; Mary did not have any poodnese to rub off fronv 
her *ioth*r; Mary la too 3elrtsh to core for anyone else.Mary has ?oo<: manners 
and fools folks In public but llvln j round h«r Is hell, or hell would be much 
better. 

Robert and I^ry had a big wedding affair in Texarkaaa at Sya on July 12 f 
i960. They went down to Houston at the Shaatoock Hotel wh*ra Uielr students fro 
Victoria, Texas Hiph School met to hove a ^rty all night; BUI Gillespie who 
had parents from Commerce Olllespi* family but were once In business in 
Victoria BBTi or OTpOttlKOd tie :-^rty; than Robert jni > f ury r v *ne Southern 
Coast to Hew url-»ans and then to Mobile and ih«n to St. **t*rsburr t Florida; 
they drov^ the coastline to Au.iista, Oeorplu or Savannah first and cut ov«r. 
Kob«rt was asaociate-edltor of the monthly )T JOVUtfAl ao he had his name on 
a major military publiction and was a tip snot so l!ury liked f b t\ % .ry did 
*-ach school in JucKson, South Carolina Just icross the river from Aupusta, 
kearpia. Th*y lived in the Harry Iferkwoltar horje on 111 10th Street which whs 
Just off the main street and behind one of his old stores; a lovelv mansion it 
was too. Retort met th» wealthy old-^cuth fcurkwalt«i fa Ally throuph Jchn 
tunzell In hia aagtsljie office. John Munzell's fatltar owned and oj^rited the 
Four Seasons Restaurant in New York City; John f s nother lu d fled Hitler while 
she was ... ■ nant and barely made it to U.S. to teve him so he spoke G^rrnan 
and %nplish fluently. , fl had a pood friend Bill Bottcnly whose folks owned 
cranberry fl-lds ri*ar Hyannis Port where the }>nn*dy family lived or so th*y 
said, ^ury hud redhtlr then and then blonde like U ttle Kline later but the 
Markwultara llKed "ury so they r mt i rtioonta in th«ir he to "^ry and 
i*ob*rt aft^r first lettin * I .era r*nt the old plantation nar." J Lcn.-view on old 
Tobacco Iwoad cf the famed legends. Robert und Wury drove around e V ~ry weekend 
and enjoyed tte history so evident around <*u<-u3ta to Atlanta, but Hilton H^ad 
was a ravorite pluo*; they wrote lots of letters, utout th*lr Jaunts. 

Ifary pot exposed t radlotloo at JuiKson, South Carolina because the 
atomic Snerry Commission had under (round hf}ad«|Uarterr, tl era j she t&upht studen 
WhOM parents were scientists than so she learoad that; bl * parties were ; ivo 
for both Aob»rt and Wary to attend. i; ar y first lost her sense* of smell and the 
would become unsoonsc lous; the army m^aioal faoiliti s did not help her so the 
Talmad^e Hospital in au usta pave h«r Re spar OX and even prescribed having a 
hairless Chichuahua dop for, the respiratory condition that she developed; Wary 
lo^t hT s^nse of smell j^rnan^nt ly ; she could net smell skunks or oil fields 
in Vest T-»xas that ar* worse than skunks. The dop Ribln Aid lick h^r a lot^nd 
when around th* dop^no att cks would happen but when Uary and Robert went to 
the Seattle world's Pair a nd left the dep v;ith me then Mary had an attack in 
California Mnd bad off until Baking it book to her doppl*. Restaurants in 
Lubbock, Texas would permit a w hichuahuu in th* pookat of th*ir coat because 
folks have sinus so v :d thare that the curative powers of a chihuahua are com- 
mon kno . 1 1 i or 3c Uerf ^nd Robert alv/ays told me. Seems odd to allow a dup i 
an eatlnr ilece.Put Ifary v/ is too raebn to lie; she Just distorted the truth to 
fit h*r devices so T 1o b^li-ve that tale about a chichuahua in a restaurant ! 
LubbocK, even 3ince Robert oonflraad bar torjF tnd he do^s n.t lie but talks s 
much that you t«nd to forgot Just what he says. IV:ry h^d Holmes photo.ora hy 
kinfolks at Lubbock . i. th-y • . < t Morton, Texas. 

In 19^^ 1 chert pet a Job at 7dtorla g lini and the interview by Mr. Worra 
was full af questions about Mary Buffinpton and her looks rather than his 
credits or ability to t^uoh; so hob^rt rot h»r that lob that l-» d to their 
marriage; Ifrs. Florine ? uff inpton caaa t o Victoria with Wary to rind her m 

Zm i 4 mmm t h«^. roi..tivA<i whn w^rft kin to rovernor ^lee Daniel 
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no pood for eaoh other; Lot^rt * Taylor in tint fOOpOOtt Mary set her cup 
for "obert fro.a th^ first in Victoria and I saw it all. She Wfl determined to 
marry him; h rt v**s fun to with and liked to ro places and her duddy once 
said ttmt .*r»b^rt ;vas vory Lntolll -ent thut he would b<» VOTJ rich someday so 
th^t wus approval enouph tc marry nix. : 7 i3 not hovinf bip wealth Ml t p d*ath 
knell so she was mean as hell not tc be richer than anycn* *lse in th* v.crld. 

it tn a oburoh. Just alnutes prior tc th* ooddlng T w * 3 wit* Krs. Bufflnpt 
helping ^ut the bridal viel on when Marry commented to lier fluzzie Aunt **ttle 
inline who everyone in T^xarkana tuiew was a tbltf ad a n&irrying madane said 
thut uob^rt aould ^ \*uS be her t » band of many Just like ^jr auntie had 
nine and that the prandmother kuffinpton had eleven husbands ttaftt r.he outlived 
but Uary w*nt on to aay that she would remarry ^ * r t in h n r old age b«ouusa 
sh* lov>d hin # Of ciui ^* I . -R^jriv, »^ only i ood Bother should by My log 
t;* t r t no t too late to stop this ato \ of :,urrb,; ./it:. fnelin-ir like 1 h- 

ri y 4 t new. Ifrs. Buffint'too lau ha i d< tv:ju3 tit tar aa she well should tut no 
ad^onish^nt follov/ed from i'lorine like a rood motter should have said. I was 
not surprise tlat troubla d<*velo roalfary; she uas no food ur;d up to no 
pood, lust a selfish flurzi^ Var.t like h^r cheap aunt Nettie Kline. Bad blood 
has a -vay cf showing up all tin tlM In good famllies.God was nc wher* in that 
Church to strike Vary for say lap thotjuna the ^ood Lord did n^t 3top that MY" 
ri ire '* r. I knew well that Cod does net interfere in anything on this eart 
and th«n v;aits to Julr^ment Day to settle scores when each soul will hove to 
OOHf#M before Cod what ha^p^ned in thut Llfo« r *od does net speak or Interact 
5n the daily lives of any Christian so the churlatan snpersti tut lous fools who 
declare that on radio and T7 are really rood shcv.aen out for rain. And (tod did 
net brin* H fcod durinr the de.r^sslon to feed my children; we had to r°t wor 
and ralso our own food v*he n *e coui i U h W anything; Ood only balpo t • wit 
h-lp themselves 30 sitting around on your duff with OOd Infant 1 oat about God 
do*3 n^t fit th* bl 11. 

ry enter*--i t n. t Tvrrlwpe with th> int*»ud cC retting ou> so she *ud my 
ire froi the atart and ncthlnp. she did <*v»r surprised me. All h*r bi* ^hristla 
act Just all say-so^no do-so to :tr . Harj ha tod me for thut from the start 
also; Nhtn I played dominoes and U2 | ts t Mary scrowled a lot^A-n 

1 defeated ^r. Bufflnj ton ?ven if her another my playing ixirtnor; I VOflrgOO 
player because I .von tOUHIMMOtl \vi th E.3. Lawson and Dx*. Stillv^all vAo were 
local educators. Mary hat« fcr h^r daddy to lone at anything; the only reason 
si^e tri?o to ret r°.7jarried tc P.ob^rt WOS when her father was dvinr of ooncer; 
I am sure he happened to -*ntlon Robert would be rood to help out with sick 
folks since he was kind. Eut uob^rt is not so kind inyftOFOJ he learned that it 
does not ^ey to help others; folks feel that only the village idiot is friendl 
and kind, so that sl&ple minted fool is not to be rewarded with a pood Job or 
other uncial niceties ad Kobert ho:i learned whil^ taootilnr -uJ b^ln,- Lis old 
friendly self. .1 mean grouchy j^rson is feared for the evil things of retalia- 
tion when made angry or d:n« wronf, becLuoe they will burn I tie house or use 
clout to et soaaecne fired vfctle a i:\rA ^-sy- ( olnp person will Just say that 
the world is too bi^ to tiol^ a gradpo and do mob s. !rit*d ti.inrs. Thus, th^ 
.lean i-erson !s treated auch b^tter^and even thouRh f^ ared^ is riven raises and 
has a better lif* 4 than a kind, r r enjle person; now, where is Cod v/ith all the 
good rewards far the i.ice peoplofSo that is Wiy Christians today are so hatnfu 
and .nean spirited; t h^y le. k rn A d th^ir lessons well from thp ROflOO Hr^ed circus 
th^t f h<» meek w hrl?ti;ns vent to d ^th while the vfclence won out and Just wher 
was *h* God Bitting to lot rood folks di« tL^n--tis obvious t: an intelligent 
well -r^ad person that Cod does not interfere in daily operations of life until 
1ud:"e«nent day/Uary trl'"rt to use th« ^r'titian relirion as a means to pet what 
she wanted a a in which >.as to ret^rry Uob^rt by savlnp that the pood lord had 
ohanr*d her wicked heart and evil tonpue to poodness Ithe^old timey^ folks _ had _ 
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Tient keep reocurrinp; the mpntally sick Just keep on abushlnr °ach oth^r aud 
that silly weak minded kind of reliclon permits the vil louts to keep on sln- 
ninp and petting their evil ways--onl; a redneck yahoo would Invent a relipfcon 
that lets la t*fullfi*ss keep on beinp repeated \ Ithoat r 3tltut1on beinp made 
and a true crntritlon hap.enlnr. "iry 3uf f LngtOO >'u"lor La a peal conniving 
pold plated bitchy Christian; she never asked my forglvaoaaa since she £Ot so 
roody twoahota and said sh* wonted to clear the slate for God's olren *-ates 
or keys to the kingdom of eternity; 9he Is th* *ume old two f^ced double talke 
as always; ; eoplo ^o not change; they Just Laaiai to 0 ha age thMr ornery ways 
to be no re mocern to r^t 0 lr selfish way. Superstition is .hot allows the su 
old thing to keep oo hapjenlnp ov«r and over in rellpion. The conservative mln 
:^ust n:)t ci.-n, vi f .\: : :.!r» t-* -m. . 11 : .. ^ # i, , ^5 to ke*op on happening in the 
name of coolness or horn-at'aln Christ lan i tg (these p3eudo born-ai'ain Chri ti in 
love to trap about their past sinful exploits in sernons while tne true or 
real w hristtan reforms net to sin any more ond also net to talk about the old 
sins; the constant bragplnp is a reminder of what the sinners *re missin^ ?md 
thus really want to doing right new). Christians a.* so violent and mean 
spirited in the nume of podliness Just like the custom of pub lie hanglaga was 
outlawed because the Christians enjoyed watchinp the deatu struggles so :nuch; 
Christianity aoes not praotloe tne love aspect v»ry of ton. Love Wn-lstiani 
do not happan tQgathar In Texarfcana and among folks +l»t ] kncw # Th«y say tney 
are loving but their actions speak louder Ujan v.ords tli- 1 lie. 

This is exactly the kind of lire-lie that a conservative lives because 
of their mean spirited mentality that envoys the wroth of Cod down on folks 
rather than the love or human kindness. Robert has \ho bitterness enough to be 
a rood conservative; he will mo© t likely be an arch conservat ive if he lives 
to be age. He refuses to loc at Hardy t'etuodist OhttTOh ..hen aa ArlVi by; 
he says the i^vll lives there because it produced V^ry with her mealy mouthed 

honay-ooab#d Ohrlatiaalty « hobert a*ys th I win never roi the nlataki of 

bein^ kind and nice to folks again, H ci illy loud tiouthed Christian or Bible 
thumping Christians who say they are spreading Cod 1 s pood word while they are 
saying pood words to condemn others and thus make themselves look pood. Hf son 
has nct:ilnr to do v/ith the bir tal :inp; ^hrlstuins folks. In the nane of Cod f 
they do the devil 1 s work so wall and |q j number of nind game a on other 

so this is th* typical mti- w nrist oerson.Uobert ,: u t cone set in his ways 
to bee one an arch-conservative and T have told him this several times; he h**s 
th» rail and hatred and bi terness thut turns th» heart to atone lik* the un- 
fooling SOOaarvattva bir r1eh ^le^ent H<itnd j n Forbes na.-izlne do so n^turall 
^A a n their ^reedy »vays can ret advanced, t .h*rt is net rich enough to be 
encouraged by tha powerful folks of this country; he has the rirht family b .ok 
pround or pood penepool.as the mapazines now say. ~>ut Hofcert is too poor in 
funds to be taken seriously or iven the tin* or day. 

J'ary Ruff inf ton Taylor com A s from a good family but her sister Norma 
Muffin ton jr;v.n ir^ n^rr iad to Guy ^rewn and he is said to be poor *ven thouph 
he has a rood Job at th* arsenal. Etrma always rave elaborate expeoslv* ^ivts 
at Ohrlataaa tlra^^but one yec.r she got naught ahop Lifting* It w:s in the 
newspaper or I woul'! not jnutloo this t-ad of ocurne tn^ conse: v tlvp Rl-m*nt 
said it served no positive purpose to publish this fact and that th*» evil 
liberal news »5dla did that. Poor t a * the pressure to put on a front or 

f ilso face to the conservative world in Texarkana since v/ealthy is all th^t 
impresses the pood Christian ele-rnt so st al'np is Wiiat has to be done Just 
to keep puce with th* b! - alga jf th c naervativ* element. I feel sorry fur 
♦♦oriiu but Ui-t la a aloodinp heurt liberal thlnp to reel comi uasion dnd thus 
for M not tc be glad th- t aho aufi'era and brcu^ht disgrace to the family name 
I realize that cu-a.assion is such art evil bleedinp heart liberal trait to tnv« 
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Hy own deughter Lynna Cstelle Taylor an has fcrokee my h*art so tony 
times that I wo «ld rK't ..ant to live a thousand years If I could. I oor Lynna 
Bete lie drinks v,orse than h^r d^ddy «ver did; she blanes Tom for most or the 
bad tines that vie had because he dr^a : up money that M needed when the de- 
pression we so bad. But Tom quit in 1952 on -aster when he was $2 but she is 
60 and still Irlnking worse every year. Lynna ^. was locked up in the Arkansas 
city jail juet h^fore Christmas of 1931; Tom and T ha^ to go jjuy her boil or 
fine to ret her out; *hat sorry husb>nd Billy Barren would not go— he was glad 
she was iu*\nr an ass of bereelf, T !e had been locked up hiring th* summer in 
august of 19*1 so it was turn about for those two drunks. They drink together 
and sh* falls t*3leep e,rly thankroodness. She talks t o me on the phone and 
r^ts nor^ slurred talking or epeeklng as tin* roes on. 3he barely sobers up 
In tine to ro to v-t>rk each morning. Seems that lynna ^. had rone to the post 
office down town 2nd as usual the staff got htlflfl hut the exoess alcohol on 
hor breath :ade then call the police so she pot locked up (small towns do loc 
folks up to sor r-u ). »tll 3"rgen aUuvs drank like a fish .n^ kept tilcot 1 
by the case; he drinks an i -*amblegj he ambled lynna B«.*e silver coin collect* 
again to Mr. Valencia at the Texas side lank and he is mafia connected. But 
Bill ot locked up fcr disorderly eouduot, onlv tt) * police It* Ld nut toll hi 
wife feeil Lynna called f:>r almost two weeks (the police ar^ ,1a: a, Jury and 
--ty.^rroo court wforodft in Tea rkene so .i.^t r-v r they do is never really 
questioned or fthaegftd beoeUM God on their a'n?e they all attend son A 

fundamentalist church) .Bill likes to get th r folks drunk while he drinks; 
that wakes him fe<*l smarter thee tlie other ptreofl because old bl/ Bill did not 
get drunk while the others did. lynna S. will not dJvorce that mean do.ulne«rln 
rascal for the world; aiie Is bound to be masochistic and wants troubles to bell 
uche about. Ho Bee MDUld abuse ie oiid laud it ov*r me with words, only because 
of ay snull children c id I stay married to the drinking Tom Tfejlar; T then tol 
1 i to leave in 19I>2 when th* ci.il Irefl k«re ilaoel -11 rown since he was the 
one not worth the trouble so he stra Lg ht«ned ut, und quit; Tom knew that I bed 
enough of his drinking) and he wjs too lazy to cook and run a house on his own 
so he had to go to alcoholics anonyruous to ^juit; Tom Just threw down tue bott 
and never Meet lOfc; he was on the wa^on and stayed off alcohol the reet of 
his life. Robert was glad but he did not love bit dad by then; he bed seen too 
much drinking and silly falling down drunkness to hbve respect or real love 
for his father; Robert did not shed a tear at t »r» funaral; be felt sorry for 
-te that T loved his dbddy so mioh even after all the heartache he caused us 
ail. Robert is hard hearted like a big rich republican so I know that, ^ry has 
nn ch nee anymore; he bears'a hurt to his grave Just like the Landtroop kin- 
folks do. Mary Split her britches with hob^rt when she kept on being mean and 
hateful for the fun of it; it made her look powerful to seiiee trouble and then 
juet get all lovey-dovey to rake thinrs all rlrht.Iots cf folks think that fir 
tinr snr? fussing is a sign of reallv lov'.n^ a pereoo v/hen peace ind quiet is 
a true sign cf ^al love. The LohlUBQlty of Mankind to TOn will never enable 
: *ace to exist because humans and aepeolelly food acting Christians Meet dis- 
cord so that a resolve of things dn result to Take then look big and powerful 
before others. Vomen e socially like fusses since most' wo'nen are so good at 
beln^ bitchy and sni u : y to ilay gpaee; men -are not sc rood at playing rsmes. A 
nan usually fi hts to settle things; that is why same wo^n get killed when a 
man turns on her sniipy fussy-l\ice boeslAg ways just to kill her. That is .4iat 
happened to ay good friend Gladys Hall. She was so prntty that she had lots of 
boyfriends on the string ^t her fiai.ee killed her; he played the piano real 
well and then played for a couple ot hOUEM before he get u; to f *o kill her; he 
stubbed her to death ifl * .'a stabbed nimself to teeth* Kenny Hall hud a blr 
fa nily; his son had a daughter Jerry Hall who net a beauty, -nd then another » 
22 1 ZXmflo ^SeQUltt. Texas which was the near side of Delias to Cumby^ and ^he 
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day of ay youth. And KaoAJ 'lull's wife was i Ttirru.t of the Tarrant couxity 
:^ ;ily so they were highly respected folks above such putter sni : v:.ln/-s. 

r.ood moral Leua v Lor Is ttil] in style and still eooOUTaged; the D.\R 
encourages let itl^cy Just to gat into the on aniza tion. T joined the DnR 
Just 1 rof 6 that toe yanlcees were no better historically than my ranily. 
Robert did most of the research since I am so blind; he also proofs all this 
co 4 >y when I shew it to him. The Sons of the Republic in T»xarkana will not 
ullow Robert to Join even after "rs. ^rin^r tri*d to help hln; the 30R say thh 
it is much harrier to ret int t : .*ir organization then to fit lntc the H\!t 9 y«t 
w rc. Crlner helped them pet their charter because she knows how to do paper 
work so -ell out of toshlogtOO, DC. r iut ftoxarkaoa Kut^s all folKs who have a 
rood Liflaage but are net madly in love with T^xartona and Robert is divorced 
from Uary so they hate him in the or unization because they ..~rt wr,ly folks Ju 
like tneaselves as nembera. Robert said before he /'ave the application torn 
that he would n. t be accented; Texurfcani* folks 11;- to black ball cr deny soma 
thinr to others who really ure qualified because that shows power and ero trip 
superiority ov ft r the oth*r p-rson--a ft bptist especially will not allow a ncn- 
Baptist in Texarkana to advance; they &re 1 i thieves atlckinr to ether. I 
,,ref*r dealinr with the mafia than a Taptist. baptists are so s^iall Vin'.ed th<* 
th3y think J-sus ^hrlst was a Baptist preacher; J^sus was n;t a Southern 
bptist for sure nni a poke Ml if alo. But Hey say (fad U Ota tad wary word 
of the *>lbl* sr» .vhy lid the sill I It f Ohaptara balO£ QUObetrad ret done onl 
the l*st hundred years v/i:en so musf centuries of N ^r;hy form existed? God 
is not a 3a; tist who changes his mind ev ry few years to rearrange the chapter 
and verse of the TUble. 

T urn tired of urltiog this history of my life and would throw it all away 
If not for Robert. Mo one will ever reud It or oare tfhat a :>ersnn who is not 
rich and famous has done. I still wonder if tr e childhood revelations of mine 
will GO.ne true auoh as i4y blood issue will s»ve the world from destruction. 
Robert is too hurt by oo^Ie-two shoes acting people to turn his fln.er for 
them and Lynna "\stelln is too irunk to know what to do. ->nd Billy Junior is 
a bir drinker ana Houston bar fly type to be anywhere Ug ortant to do anything 
rood or worthwhile. ?'y life is really of no consequences; I mind my own busin- 
ess .^It.\ my urcjeninr, tending fay own t arden by the aide of the road of lire. 
I aa glad that I did aot have anymore children that T do; folks are all so un- 
happy today. Mo one is really happy; people tr^at each other hateful so it is 
rood not to have alllldMfl or to faring new life to surfer into this world. -> 
twin wis born with Robert as a black mass of flesh in hia mouth ind T removed 
the flesh °ven ttkOUgb Doctor Gates said little Robert was also dead — since I 
had dreamed that I woulu uave five children but only two would livo (I 1u1 two 
.^tn^rs aot to develop to maturity, seems that I have RH Factor tJe r ut*ve that 
only th« first born will live and be normal so it Is a vender that Robert was 
able to live). Thus, I knew that ay l~at child would be a son and would live, 
even when little Robert was so sick durinr the first 7 y°ars of hialife. A 
difference between what I wanted and kn<>w would happen always hung like an 
aura; T have wanted many oth*r thlopa that Just do not happen but when somet:.! 
that will acsoiutely occur, th*n I have a different but positive knowing that 
such will happen. Some folks 3uy that my f«elin s are joat the motherly in- 
stinct and if* su^h an old story that it has baiff on it. Unfortunately, humans 
do not have instincts; we have to be tuurht ev-rythinr we kne - tad do while 
instincts mean that an elaborate way of doinf something is inbred such as the 
distinct bird-n«st buildin- of each different bird secies is instinc t— humans 
do not do anvthir* -ll without lessons nlnce *e are not even bom speaking 
the ^npUsh ianruare ^n1 nu^t learn that skill as well.Sven pr-ach^rs now oom- 
rient that humans hav* inntlncts while not wjntinr evolution taurit in ^ohoolsj 
P r,ao^r. say.-Vy .instincts t.U mm* i^W^^^L 1 :^^?^. 
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Vy family always talked ideas rather than Juat tell ,1ck*s f n^v 8f dirty 
titties in polite society. *11 the television shows show skin that is vulvar 
and terrible with lanruare to match; th* <Hscussion cf topics that should be 
for bedroom or futter snipes has amazed me. Sven Doctor i*uth on TV is a dirty 
oil woman; she looks and talks like a wind-up loll toy. I would be embarrassed 
to tacuss in public what she does uslnr such explicit words that are prarhio 
and not pruirient. T taught my own two children the naughty words that ottov 
chllT^n used a ouni th*m so they could censure tha usare and not rain a bad 
reputation in public; my chiliren h-ard th- deflnitl n Of those vil ar ^ords 
from me first and then were told when to use then if ever. Certainly not in 
the b«st places because our .Hnnlford h^ritare or name should n^v^r have a 
reflection on it th it Is bad. I am net for talklnp sexy or foul mouthed tha 
way so aiany younr People do today; I was youor once and did not talk sexy 
then the woy th* t some of n\y generation did. I even helped younr: whores to qui 
their foolish *ay3 and become happily married housewives; wherinr around is 
the way to spread diseases. 

Sax diseases have alwaya bean a problem; then the penicillin causedUie f 
sexual revolution since diseases could be cured w* th an injection so nOtffi^fol, 
to be :no:al — the f*ar of an incurable plague no lonr«*r seervd a dr-ad of the 
apes. But herpes, clymetla and hTDS has pat a quletas to ramjant sexual ramp- 
ing around. Decadence is its own cause of destruction. To me, sexual freedom 
cr celebration means not having to Inquire in sex at all; the en*r<»y for « 
sex encounter can b tter be used to clean a house and to make * rarden; the 
beautiful blooms of flairs lust loar^r tlkin the sex act. I have my children 
so those two tloas w*re MM i :'^r r \ I ju^t runted my children from the 
union vyith Tom. Tom Vfeylor aaa the moat hanflaoaa run lo the aorld to mo; he 
was ev^rvthin? that I ev r inted in a rafin tut I wanted him for uuch more than 
a sex fiend. He had tc i ork hi-rd at * job that exhatia tad him so he was not 
minded for sex all the time; the Taylor family waa hiphly religious and hard 
.irking so they Ud not live for sex like some folks today do. I think that 
t^st tube babies would be fine; to take till renes of fine folks ulth rreat 
penealopy and perfect health background and ♦ h«n , row dozens of embryces from 
t^oee renes and er^s would be ideal. T r*nd B:t.*\r: H; JORLD jnd thought that 
was impossible until it all has happened lately* I have seen the world char; I 
dramatically from a rural society to an uri:an industrialized society and now 
to a service ori^n^ed >^U^ Pt:i l s t ructure. Paople are not v^ry friendly anymore 
to total StNflgari otyto folks they see ofton; folks are withdrawn more and 
3eem afraid of «aoh oth^r or enviou3 sometimes. T 'eople will tell a strung *r 
more intimate details of their life than talk to closer friends and r«lat!v*s. 
How, only the old line La 1 families stick together; the really old families 
still proudly k*ep r^nealcrlcal records and the oral history still pets passed 
ilCOg to ♦he renerstions around family picnics or reunions. The DAR families 
and Colonial Dames fenili»s trace their roots to ^urop^an royalty and thus kee 
a closeness based on heritage rather than Individuality. The pedigreed family 
is the only modern MUM of tha surname closeness that exists; the coat of arsi 
families will survive because of vanity. 

Vanity and ,-reed rule modern society; thl vain preachers shov/ the role of 
ego and ole Pat Robertson lias a pedlfree second to none In the world so his 
ilk will keep the family unit alive and ..ell. Vanity is vHat will save the 
family institution. II .w, the big wealth from greedy white trash muck rakers 
will next want respect ib llity that only h**ataee can brinf.* from th* old family 
name or lln*ape. ~ven titles are in vorue With iU*en of *he Maypole ball or 
football queen beinp covitej by all -).e str tt of the b eo**ool fust set. 
.*nd t:;e royals -f la Land are trie as tl I jftltUftt* (Of 10*1 

i**ctlr* to be ,raented to WhdO vis! ti in Britain. ^Tlc only % a^a tter^of ^ 
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Old Teat&ont Bible Jews ..~mted (C alainge fron rule by Jud^s to a king like 
all th* tr nei 'hhor rloh nations so finally 5*11:1, Kin/' David arM r f ; #ri the wise 
Soloaan r av* th« worlrt the world-class stylish 9tundard for how a kinr should 
sot. Solona^s taaple could only have »*en built by u stylish kinr. Flag! 
accomplish gr<*at high quality things beoeuse the selfish name attached to 
their rei^n and thus th^ir nexory Mb lie ^r^aldents only want to take the money 
and run while they can; u permanent sovereign praaldaatlal fanllv would add 
permanent class to th» white house, T hjve sa!d this before and I any it arain 
thst president; no lcny»r come fro.i the old Jouth aristocracy so the v*hite hous 
is a % arc« end no class anymore (FrunfcHn Dnlno Roosevelt was the lnr.t cls33y 
person or patrician to occupy the cornnon ann'a office), 'e have had more than 
enough whir* tr^sh 1n t h* tfhltd House; tlixon was the pits In ev*ry viey; his 
nouveau riche background horrid plus till his low classed redneck-yahoo 
~ann*rs — Mixon allied to the old tiney etate*»o t,":ie ted a mess of manners bu 
used th*-i all up before ^tt'np here." 

•lixon was a usei <^ur sal»s"*n type or stereotype who could not ov*rco*e 
his lowly b-ckf round. Politics now : reduces 'hut type of executive material. 
TJlxon is the typical American. America Is a nottpral nat'on thut has no class 
or rood "wnn°rs unynor^; b*in: nise is out of style; insults and hateful be- 
havior is tne io-thinR today. People argue until ull a,-ree through brow b^atin 
motoric Just the v.ay undent Rome was wit I eln£ a liti *ous society. km^rina 
now has soul-killing idleness with the youn : .Leisure fro:n work Is the norm 
to pursue video ffkmm or nail ruiarln; -out. I Rrlnae anon g *ien Is .*hat Am-rlca 
n^eds to fniide our ov^rnwnt thTOU ! rricult tinea, not a peasant blind -nan 
leading the blind to nowharej llfca n^rlcu has todL»; . 

l»vel of society Is at the bottom run, s us ia eduoutlon toiay. No 
quality exists today in politics or eaucut!on; t^ach^rs 10 not hav^ the sr^rts 
tn^rnselves to teach on a hi^h pluda; teachers tut; t i>and*r tc the simple nind^d 
ideas of the Baptist element ahO thlnfci that God dictut*d the Bible on* Juy, 
yet so rrony Hew Teat -stent books repeat basic inf ornation so why did God for gat* 
Tne lord does not r^ut himself does mankind wno translated the Bible. 

Tne remedial education todays Oalla the pit i fill retardate! "special." tbl 
term special delutes tne aeaninr of uords as does the novel 1984 by Orwell 
said ttait lan^uare is ti.e first a cay Of & society so fcoAaj the younth cannot 
r^sd v/ell on a hlr.h l*vel as I Li -rned by the ti:5rd rrade since T huve oily a^ 
8th rrade education ji/»a 10th was the rraduution l**vel. :. ,f Si^cial rf education 
child is really a ratardate BOt a gaouia as the word indie t^s So <»vm a r-ce 
of p culled a blanket B or even un A is assign 3 to tkaaa nentaliy a^flclent 
souls who then t;iink they ur* su A ori OX the ±v ru- Jce blcv/ (this defeats 
ever livening an elist education to Americans; we will continue to be bottom 
world wid*). This puts u thinking person's nose out ct Joint rorevex ore. 

**ot havinr f|ua:ity folks serving in the Ihlte House sets the tone for the 
r-st of th° country so M have low mediocrity r^irniw in the U.S. ^runklln 
Delno Roosevelt was quality; ha married hie third cousin Eleanor Roosevelt whe 
Bid not ha e tioyiti D r toOgptm even. Sducatiu: It so low in Africa that 

few even kno^fo pronounce Roosevelt — TOR on a xvle n^wsreel said to put the 
n Rose» in hi 8 name when saying it f ^ud Fuye S.-rv-rson the novie stsr was wed to 
his son so she said it correct on TV, yat all the loud nouthei yahoo ysnkees 
say Ruez -velt, not Rose-velt. f, and correct others to say thei r wrenf. v<ay. 

Th° T^..as reelected ex-rcv^rnor ill Clements is back in office in pood 
f-rra as of old; h^ is a corrupt devil and had (roved it so he ot r^lect^d. 
Texana deserve all the ^vil of th* .or Id while he is in office; that evil nun 
ahould not have derr ded the office of rov^rnr^r bv running irain. The stupid 
rreedy folks who voted for him are worse thun ole Clements but Ue:ublioans 
always vote for their part, z U •J^^^W^ J^iS;JS?5!^ k S!/SJ 
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Governor Bill Cleaents is l rednec k-yahoo as his loud meuasplr it^d KHltfa 
prouvCfcs on TV all the time; he is what a New .T*rsey loud mouthed transplanted 
redneck likes; he is their kind of person so they vote for his ilk every tlM 
fcr sure. Birds of a fe^tlrr flock together every tine. 

Ky life has seen itxny changes from rural to a ~jn, to industrialization 
and now to a service or! ntad society as I said b-fore. Tolay, the breakir.p-up 
of farmland into imU :*j.*c h^> ttes or 3 *-cre places is so sad to see t;ood field* 
tcken out of production; the redneck-yah&os throw thai? uri^r* into the ditch 
and th« land aroun their hom*s even tc pollute tt*ir own laud holding s insteac 
of pay to take debris to the city dump; I f*u*ss the Indian felt sad like T do 
when he sav; th* first fences -ut boun aries on the vast open ran*'* to close-of: 
the once open spaces. Private land ownership has the seeds of destruction of 
th* lane close nt hand — all oivl] LztttlOQl ur^ I stroy^d by the v^ry element of 
one** successful tenets that built the civilization so th* V.S. is n;> different 

Farm children on u true 3<*ction vorklof farm l*arn r^spons ibllty . rural 
youth do not hove nan^-ups on sex llfc<* i'olks in town do; fan chll» r«n ore not 
ashamed cf s*x und not Mildly ourious sine* it I3 obvious wrywhere in the 
w rr.yard with rooster jUAJ Lug onto hens and bulls humping cows und snakes rel- 
ink into a ball to coupl*(we once hud a bull that Wjs so moral that h* would 
^0 no s^x ac # while b^inr watched). Jumpinr bells of Jupiter , that bull had a 
sioral mind, as my dad often said. This ma naturul SAGOf i nil so -iris *nd 
boys *ere not ash3m^3 of sex out there anone the barnyard uniwls but net for 
humans, °xcept for procr*at ' . .. , not reoreatlOl Like tolay. 

>'usic toay surest s<*x acts cf a v ry l ind; younr folk* listen to t h a 
r-llo or cass^tt" > thu3 jlv* al onr rather than tuke solitude time to sort 
rut *h a ir thonrhts or to comtem; 1 4 Lltloal Issues tht-t n^ed dlscusslcn. 
~ven rood nus ic is a substitute for thinking cut Issuer T rrew-up in the mo<it 
famous musical household in Texas so I know what T urn saying la 'rue; I sunc 
well an played nest in? truant s by pjr fcecaii3* aa Scots folks are just natur- 
ally rhythmic, more so than negroes who learned all thai* Jive from Scotsmen 
on the plantations. I nunr Mill* T worked or ha/ru^ed. Jut T also con* an plurei 
political issuesand read abou f them and then d iscussei at the dinner table 
with the rest of ay many relatives* Youth today do not talk to the eldara who 
are threwn away in an old folk's hoi&e or just 1 HOradj old folks are not re- 
s^oted today or cared t.r I by society. But all that will ctumfe when the 
v*ry selfish youn. er folks today pet old; those born after ,/orli ..^jr TT ure in 
the majority segment of society so they will be m*an as hell to demand r^si^ct 
by the youth cominp up Just -as the youn,; twltay toll parents to shut-up, then 
vhan those deoanSin*; youths gat old they all! ha hell-cn-wheels. Mary *uffin t 
Baylor is ahead of frr time. 

>?jry Fui'fin ton Taylor is selfish beyond worrs; she wants instant rati- 
fication ^hen she says frot, , ihi m ana for th v/crl? to Jump. T^murria/e is 
jfiultry for Robert or h^r; Ccd's lu^v is a tt.sk master to be obeyed by the true 
0 ristian. but s^-n^ cr y good churc:i-roln L frlaa<|l suid ttut Hob^rt coul^l re- 
marry a food Christian girl and that God would sunctSon that because they like 
l| family so T eal6 t *Juat sinca when did you talk to Hod ^v^ry duy to know a 
new dispensation; the Second Comin,-: of J^sus Christ has not topp^ned yet, to 
come thrcurh your nosey face so don't speak for n *od \4ien the T-ord f s own sucr^d 
scriptures say otherwise; you folks tote a Bible but apparently do not r*ad 
the Good Book." They know not what the Bible says y«t carry it around * lot, 
to be seen wit 1 . It . Mary Puffin^tcn Taylor ruined Robert 1 a life for bapplaeaa* 
&ob«*rt was stupid enou^*n to love her too much. 

I was lucky in lov* for T01 to r"t»cn »y lo:* at first slrht, just as I 
did to him when I laid eyes on him. God was tfcoi to me but Cofl was m^an to 
Robert. I cannot for lve Cod for doinr that to my son; God is as «ullty as 

! m*m%*»m fni. lutt^n^ thftt rot fil t frf hand . IfaTV killed 1 
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T had Just os soon stay how ani read my Blbl* and pray. Folks at church like 
r sav snid* things about those not there U th family to make ♦h«m feel v*ry 
■U Mil OK <hd cool as *>Od , to loi^ 1 it ov*r others. Uary Buf f in: ton Taylor us*d 
C rl titt -ooiripss to Kill love; she 1 8 the ultimate antichrist. M-,ry set out 
to naake Robert hite w , Hit she Mde him hut^ beirif olive and thus he hatM 
^vrycn*, -"'vc'.ally herj M ' ry oohtt ntly pointed Bill c*l 1 my raany faults to 
Rdb*rt;oha would shake her finger in.hle f ice tnfl lecture like God olnlrhty 
hi teelf ftbotlt M lOd ey bed .»ys; Ifary would talk v^ry lo : toned also to 
fcobert during a fanlly gathering wh*n the buzz of others would cov«r h*»r snlie 
r^rtkirks. l!ary .^s once 2 aught in th* act of beine h*r horrid anti-Christ self 
by Ealph Bui fir, m.'s .-dfe Dorothy; Dorothy coujd r*ad lipe so she saw Mary 
and a von loudly proclaimed to the whole room at larp*, "Mary f why are you he- 
ratine Robert while we are ell OUAOOOOd to be c«lobrutinr J*sus f s birthday 
thin Christmas and I" t V s be bygones fOt vou are bod southing him 01 ' She 

wjs the only pereon with tha courar« of her Christian conviction in that house 
Mery aede Robert dread every holiday or every g thering of family; he rot to 
wh°re he would net t!0 anywhere 1th her; he hat*s Christraus and on Her Oh 11 
to this day he tea.s up the calendar; thu t is meun^irlted Vary f s birthday tha« 
had to be cl«lbrated with dinner on the town lalobd red, white and blu* v/lth 
gift! iv«n in the r^mine ua she ete 1 out cf bed, then a gift on the br*ad- 
fast table and th*n 1 n the but.ir^o-! shower end then In thr olo.O* ,jnc1 then in 
the oar. Of course, deliv ry of . lfts had to ha : pen all alonr Miat day, Th* *x- 
P^nse wis ridiculous nod silly for l*ss then ultl-ailllOMlreg, Hut »!ary was 
a t»iskaistr^ess -ho lov*a power ov**r others «nd used the pretense , "if you love 

then you would wont to dc thll a ! so." ' ak^s ny ass ant a dip of snuff I 
Ole hejuMlcan t>r<»si:ent Calvin Cool id, *e once sulci that every person should be 
allowed to kill on* pi • rson with no conse u^ncea 30 T agree and I j !isure you 
thet T would hav* no eh: Ice [ToMen for whon T would annihilate by curving 
h«r fl*sh a few pi*c*s it a tine so she would cii* slowly and gainfully as she 
c^us«d unha^in^sa so l^efully. Tary now has religion und is b*tt r than r.od 
himself wither horn-aeain ways cf ^ise Ood as she says. But Kary never 
even ask m« for for. lv^ness, which I vculd respond to if she did. I can be as 
D Lstlen hypocrit as she can be; th^t bitch Mary is too evil to repent; v-ords 
ar* ch^ap and onlv m -t\ ns will do. T will more than content to epOM an 
et^rnltv in h^ll Just to g«t to v/atch M«ry Buff ington Taylor suffer ar, I suffe; 
for^vr; to know that she K --ts h»r ju.u r>.^rl in h^i^s will do my heart rood. 

Vary used roodness and Christianity to weave hir webb of deceit and m^an 
splrltn*s8 so tto t is worse, much mor^ so than a person who drinks, curses and 
robs but does not pretend goodness by eoinR to Church. Mary also ranted m*an 
thlnrs about th* Chui-ch of Christ yet she went to the Methodist Church while 
cursinr the ^huroh of Christ so we Just quoted her scri.ture of why her church 
Is not the real bride of Christ and thus will not get anyone to heaven unless 
being in the true faith. Tnat is another reason that Mary will po to hades; 
she will n^v«r become a aenb ^r of th<» Chdrcu of Christ so that is a sealed doo 
for ter plus T will go to hell for rightly .hating ^-ry so we deserve to s end 
*t«rnity punishing "id; oth^r; ay f »Jth°r-in-law had Tda to hate so we will all 
b* in that hell hole ounishlnr rt ach oth^r. Cod really plays a number on our 
heads as the youth say today. -t t V ry Pufflnrton Taylor Is a real cold Jfluftod 
bloodsucker; she i^oap^d to pet Robert's retirement funds b*for* their divorce 
she convinced hia throu ^1 napging about it every day when first awakening that 
eded furniture ri hi then so he cashed in the ^yaenta and paid cash as 
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Mm back later. Vary worked for Floyd- vest insuran oe and suddenly the T *xas 
Hirhway Department came to take the car taps ofr kobert 1 s car after he wus hit 
head-on in an auto accident so ole mean visa Vary switched records and sot her 
pound of flesh like a pood Christian would do so we Just called i!r. Buffinfton 
to tell iilm to call off Ms vindio*a ti ve daughter. The wrath cf a women hath 
no fury like h*il itself. A(-aln, h*r rood Christian nature canoe forth; ru^ss 
that rave h*r scrrthlnp to r*p //t of lut^r; bar confessor must be full of wild 
talis for i ~ooi ncv a l. rl ' La Insurance ardent to notify Floyd- 

• «st to call off % 'ory Buffing too Tavlor or L rt would find h a r abode ao the 
ra^ssape ^ot through; now, you see why I ./ant to kill h<*r \a slow derrees of 
malice of f or ethotlght ; the mafia i.ays cf TaxarKana are inprained Into the very 
fabric of the -cod folks cf T^xarcar.^; they get revenge for sure In the best 
way possible. ( v ou see, la the 1920*s Florin* Harris Huff listen had a slater 
to Hsppp^ar In a ncv: B theetei tfien tl y sat r.^xr to saeh I tar; .hen the 
LI hts ca:ae on, nL Sitter Mil v r found tnd QC ran son not--* either Just a re- 
alrrier to the Hargis fa.T.ily to M«*re .with their bank at Nash Jclnp business 
*ith aiafla folks). Mary nas a lot cf meanness to pet out *nd will Just b^ bar 
bad self .^n she can gat away with it. Clever .people Ilka Mery f s Ilk use good 
ness to dc »h«lr dirty work so easily that f La lull Wit tad never see their 
ploy for -hat it Is. * ( H D i rj r Robert fa I christian plrls or wown because 
-io^ rt rn w nri3t5*n3 can be as mean as hall md than luet repeal If they 30 any- 
thing wrong In th a i r feeble minded relif'ous ^y;Ct rl eti laity With Its born- 
a ain r^dn *ck-yai*oo tcc^nical-out f r r>:n sin La Ju c ,t a license to continue doing 
niean spirited things ov-r-jnd over till so^onr *lse finally kills the* so It 
Is no wonder (feat OhlreltJeni kill Other; tlut is the only v/uy to -nd the 

cruel cycle b^cuuse love and klnon^ss will n ver win ov*r enough souls to do 
good works vry long at a tine fcefev the *vll self s^rvin^ /.ays take over. 

Badness always wins in the ion* run In this *orld; Mary and her kind win 
because they get born-arain when the chl^s are down «jud than they start all 
over to be superior latlOf with thai* s mo tidied aalo tlb t is really tarnished 
Put they n^v r return all the i;^^t things 1 l.<e furniture or rings or cash. 
Horn-again Christianity Is a license to st^al, r*b or lie and then k*ep all 
th* bouty without restitution and then get to h«*.veryjr so jthe rMneoks think. 
Thus, Christianity is doomed to b* a slob religion until the second coming of 
Christ. T!s no Bonder that the # HT preachers are fighting ov^r the millions of 
dollars in donations from audl*nc« sliice only mammon wln8; Cods Ives us free 
will so nc Lntarventl ofl will hap pen t#K*he second ooainr so all tfaut talking 
to God *viry day by Or.il Roberts is blasphemy for sure. T would like to live 
in a country full of Ruddaata tc see how mean and cruel they ar* to *ach oth»r 
T bat Christianity could te^ch tlje v#orld how to lie b~st of all Lfl the name 
of Hod. Tammy and Jim Bakfcer already are beliy forriven by the oth*r TV snow 
bl2 preachers because tiley all say ked forgave David and Soloman so Tin and 
Tammy are Just like that; seems odd that TV preachers sjeak to Cod while no 
one else does— the big money dcoatlons is their God; they have aade God into 
their own linage of r;reed. Surely Lightning will strike the TV preachers dead. 
Read ln^ the Mble !s t:.e only truth .bout Cod; praaohara v/111 say anthinr for 
a donation. They think they own religion encu^h to tell everyone how to act; 
the Pible is the only real sourc^ for Christianity if one can r<*ad. 

Tore Ttoxarfcaaa atapldity has arisen from the mafia auto explosion at the 
Walsh-lr'^^rkln Dru ompany perklne Lot ^n State Line; the man named Couch was 
a bif Method 1st so his churchy friends are saylnp that nothing like that ever 
happens in Texarkana; that Texarkana Is such a friendly nice town full of fine 
Christiana for th* ■ tfle to be ^3s^\ nr. tlirough— such li«s by rood folks Just 
allow the evil mafia to continue. Ole Ccuch aurried a Jalah lady and her two 
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pill poln* out so Couch oculd no lonper st^al; the whole town knows th<s, yet 
the mealy southed Methodists ere amazed that mafia Is In wonderful Texarkana. 
Where have those villAge Idiots been all th rt se 60 odd years? Vakes me want to 
puke at such igncranoe by rood folks. Another bit of meanness In Texarkana 
has to do with the murder of Katie l isten Sangelli's husband 1 s si 9te^-^U^Zc^r 

The San pa Hi family once own*d an auto alnt shop and worked 2Z*-hours to 
repair cars far sale through the mafia auto theft oar rinr; all those brothers 
took turns for the 24-hour shifts; they have a fortune from that bloc? -!oney. 
Everyone in town knows that Just like the Couch auto explosion is mafia. 

Well 9 Wanoy Senpalli was murdered by her pr*at ni*ce Laura Lynn Berry. 
The pal said she would soon get out of this trouble because she always pets 
out of any trouble; she will plea barpain and then net serve much time because 
of Sanpalll mafia connections that protect their cam ev*n when killing each 
other; the elderly aunt Just had money that the young nieoe wanted. 

The mafia launders noney through Raffelli Realty; T-ouls Raffelli Ml also 
oounty district attorney; he and Harry Friedman, -unlor pot off scott free 
the folks they wanted to allow go free. A Raffelli sister got killed, in a one- 
car accident th3t is so ty leal of the mafia; she decided to *ncourap© the 
state-wide police campaign I cr^ck down on thefts so she pot state funding 
into Texarkana and even investigated around feat she pot killed on her way to 
th* State Beauty T^peant when her daughter was being crowned ,f iss ?«xas. The 
mafia chooses a happy time to do something terrible so that the happiness la 
short lived and tte t is a warning to the rest of the family to shape up. This 
torn is v/orse than Babalyon *v*r as in olden hiatory beoause the Christians 
look the other way and will not do their duty; they talk about prayer but do 
not use prayer to bring justice to '"•xarkana sc their bip loud mouthed talk 
about religion is only a loud noise, no substance, since their faith does not 
beli«v* that God prot*eta the pure of h*art. So they say one thinp and do quite 
another in this torn. Texarkana folka say that God rewards the good with a 
fortune and that •v*r: , on* <~ets what is deserved in the end, but no one will 
^are cross the mafia; the criminal element owns Texarkana. And this is not a 
new things fiRP* the 1920 1 a. Katie Tlston Sangalli La my best friend; we are 
both qctiv'Wne Tidies 1 s Auxiliary to the BRT ^ailroed lodge~we hold officea. 
And Kati* was a Tlston who liv*d n*»xt door in Commerce so she had a crush on 
my husband when sh* wag a little pirl; she is almost 10 y>ars younger so when 
T waa 18 and first married that was a bij *p* difference beok then. 

•ell, another pi*oe of evidence Just happened to sake me plad that I am 
not a conservative; the inventor Joe ?>wman from Vissippippi is belnp denied a 
patent for his electro-map netio enpine because "no proof you present will con- 
venience our office of this possibility .* But Congressman Denfcrth is trying 
to pass a bill allowing the principle to be used so the in v *r.tcr can Tarket 
the engine when enerpy n*eds of this country are tiie greatest in our history; 
but snail minded conservatives know ev*rythinp already and refuse to let the 
facts ohange their mind-set. The same conservative mentality denied a patent tc 
the Wright Brothers b cause an object heavier than air cannot fly and the paten 
office was still sayinp that 3 years aftSl the Kitty Hawk flight was made. And 
the typical conservative mentality v. anted to olose the patent office after the 
Civil War because everything that oould be thought up had been invented ao why 
maintain the expensive office for nothing—snail minds America and no hope 
to overcome their mind-set will ever happen slnoe they have the bip wealth that 
controls th* country; they are worse than King George III and his ilk. • n«ed 
a new planet to flee the tyranny of the small minded conservatives; they feel 
good to suppress others; they have the inquisition mind in religion and love 
to Inflict onhappiness on happy seeming folks— insults and snide remarks are 
th«!r *»wAi.lt» t»*t.1*« when iniaona seems haonr (mls*rv loves company so th*ir 
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At some of the club matin s that I attend and help preside, some folks 
ask if Mery ^ufflngton Tfcylor is one of my Vrs. Taylors, X reply that I am 
the real Mrs. Taylor In this town because the real v'rs. TavAor borne children 
and reared them right (Mary ^uffington was haughty andpirraid of pain to 
have a child so she la no parent of any Taylor children thankgoodness ) . 

The BRT or Brotherhood of Railroad Trainman merged into the IIAw so we 
still have the local chapter and meet every month. Just a few of us to keep 
alive the rood work that was onoe done by the union folks of this tcarn. But 
now union workers are scorned by the Reagan mess and the churches follow Just 
exactly i*at Reagon says to do; pr«"Chers Intimidated old folks to vote for 
R**gan or else go to hell by voting Democrat. Now that we know God is a big 
Republican and all the unemployment r^ault^Xng from big company mergers that 
Just make the rich ric.er is some kind of religion that the Poptf had going 
in «arly 1500 f s tte t caused the whole Reformation; we need another Reformation. 

(Local kids are loud screamers like street urchins running wild, unsupervised). 

**11, I have been writing this for cv«r a year; I am now past 81. This 
diary thing has been longer than riving birth to a child or building a new 
house. I>:qgp>lr3 are a tb J or project beyond comprehension la the beginning. 
(The children in community now play In the road not in backyard in safety). 

Vy sister Tucllle .Vinniford is book in Commerce and can drive her car. 
Another lady got hit in the head and died fro** the lick on the aide of her 
head rather V&*on« on top of Cile f s head. Tucllle still gets nauseated when 
stoopinr : n ~ and turning around too fast. Tucllle got a letter from a 
long lost relative George c lark; he was assumed dead for over 20 y«ars and 
now oomes back froa th* grave so to speak; George 1 a mother w hapel Faust Clark 
wrote a long letter lamenting George 1 a fatal illness from a fever; she died 
and never wrote that he got well or whatever. And now aft«r 20 y*ars he showed 
ur at the Jewelry sho/j in Commerce last ye^r when I was visiting Tucllle. 
George v.anted to stay rent free with us but the place at Clle^ is too snail, 
not like the old homeplaoe In the country, ^eor e Clark has 5 or 6 sons; one 
lives in Dallas and one is Houston and one in California an^ one in Georgia; 
he brags like all get out about them. V/e have kinfolks all over the place. 

.Vhen my mother's family *ln came to Texas from Florence, *labam* in 1389 
several of them also went up to Oklahoma when George Tavlor shewed them the 
way. Vy mother Margaret Lee Landtroop '.i Inn 1 ford had a sister Watt Landtroop 
Faust Trobpy; ^unt Matt had 3 Fauet ohildren by husband v/ren Feust; they wed 
on January 21, 1385; their ohildren were Lizzie, Chappel * T>ellie; after ^ren 
Faust died, Matt married Trcbaugh; Zettle and Kenneth were the two children 
from the x robaugh marriage. Lizzie Faust married Joe Seals; they had twin 
rirle Zora and Ora; Ore died at birth; Lena and then Zora; Tena Is 78 this 
y-ar, Zora is 74 and Ruby is 72; they all live at Tubbock (Lizzie is d*ad of 
course by now). Joe S*els was a brother to Irene Seals Landtroop whe was 
married to uncle tuther Landtroop whe raised the Indian princess Iena Rivers. 
Lizzie married a Cob before she died; she became a v 0 rmon and did a genealogy 
of all the family for their religion; they had to pray far all the long dead 
relatives to r«t them into Mormon heaven (the Bible says nothing abcut that 
kind of pseuodo-religlon atuff but at least the -*neelogy records are kept 
Lika the Jews were supposed to do before the Romands destroyed the Temple along 
with all the cherished relies and birth records for three thousand years— the 
Sermon church is half old testament end half new testament so they are a 
pseodo Christian religion). Tom Tandtroop wed Nora Presley; they all lived 
in Oklahoma not far from the family; ^randfield, Oklahoma *s *i*re Aunt Matt 

alWBy T 0 i l LandtrooD and Nora had six c lldren; ?*rl was a pr;eoher and v-ry 
down to ^arth; h°* was a Baptist minister and ^arl died at Clovls, *--w Mexico; 
he died in 1986 from a stroke; his wife ?aye tried to live In their home by 
her self but fell and broke her arm and then realized tte t she could not do 
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iflu^hr so aha sold *v*rythln* and went into a nursing home. They did not have 
any children. (Hope T never have to go Into a nursing home.) 

Kmmitt Landtroop was named for ^ncle Luther ^mitt Landtroop; his wife 
Dottle died of oanoer long ago; wa loved Dottle. They had one liv'n? so* ^llly. 
They onoe had an older boy who died in an acoident and poor Dottle blamed her- 
self for his death and nearly grieved herself to death dQtil the n iyt boy was 
born that they spoiled rotten* We never h«ar from \&m§MJw j£*^BBt*mi All the 

married a nice seeming girl th* first time; she was a school teacher; he 
was real stingy with her as was all our folks; Tom and Nora were real stlngy- 
6ut folks; thty used coffee rrounds over and over until they turned to gunk 
or mud yet they wer* millionaires* He had 2 girls by this first wife who 
divorced him but he married a^ain. In the late 1940 1 s £em*st wanted to meet 
half way at McLean, Texaa from S?yre to Armarillo so Sverette, Slsie, Homer 
Cash and Gladys Butler Armstrong u ash met Earnest. Re brought a real nioe 
lunch with a homemade chocolate cake. He pot to talking about his newer wife 
and said that she was going to kill him. No one ever did understand what their 
trouble was but he talked like he was afraid cf h*r. 11 wer* really surprised 
at hirn; he was dirty talking, always calling everyone a Bastard like he was 
the big tough guy now afraid of a mere woman. No one of the four in my part 
of the family ever saw him a^aln. 

Clyde and his wife 31anche divorced; they had one eon. TlhenAunt tula 
Landtroop Burtler rot canc*r(he arm was amputated; the wrist first and then 
the elbow and finally the whole thing.}. Veil w lyde and his noth*r ^ora heard 
of a cancer specialist st Savannah, Oeorpla so o'T they all Mfttt "lyde had 
ijad lips so he feared cancer; lips stayed sore all the time and would not heal. 
Cjyde drove them; he put down every cent they spent on gasoline, food, motel 
and even ci ars for °jyde and poor *unt T ula had to pay the whole bill for 
those rich folks — didn't spilt three ways even. The rloh will do you dirty 
every time. The doctor could not help Aunt Tula hut told Clyfle the only thing 
wronr with his lips was being In the sun too lonp at a tt*ie. Aunt ?Iora had her 
^ible with h*r; she would r*ad It ev«ry once In a while and pray for rood 
he 1th; th*i r lips wer* worn out by all that praying and talking — rich folks 
have to pray a lot when they get religion because thej do such bad things to 
r*t their money, 

fteorge Landtroop married a sohool te cher; they didn't have any children. 
He h«d canc«r of the throat and went to Houston r'rom Amerillo until he dl«d 
in 1985. Tola Tandtroop sold the place in "lainview, Texas and went to 
Houston when h*r husband had canoer and had his lers amputated. They had a 
son who^e first and last name I never knew. 

Stewart Wilson had several ohildren; Matt Y/lleon p *nton and Tula Wilson 
Bab*r who lived on the same road as our hoaeplsoe Winniford Way till they 
died; my mother was always surrounded by all her klnfolks **io gossiped and 
were Jealous of her all the days, whether her own first cousins or her in-law 
Winniford kin; Collins tVilaon was a brother to Watt and Lula. 

Colllna tfilson lived In Tulsa, Oklahoma area; he married Lera Loefman. 
They had only two children ; Itena .Vilson Rawlette and Velcum ill son. Zi/4/Irene 
Wilson Rawlette had only one daughter Lera Jean Rawl*tte; she was a lawyer 
just like her dad and they had a lav. office here in Texarkana during the 1950 1 s 
and the 1960's. Veloua Wilson Senior or the First married Dr. Hampton 1 s 
daughter at So er, Oklahoma. Collins Wilson h*d h*art trouble and sj>ent a lot 
of time in Houston at the h*art Insltltute at the m*idical center; >lcua was 
*ood to Collins by keeping some oov.s so he would have something to do that he 
liked, even though they had lots cf oil and plenty of money. Then, several 
years ago, iglA)& lVi l 80n had a heart attack while feeding his cattle; and was 
found ther^BTthe feed trough. Welcum .vilson Junior and his son lived in 
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Houston and owned Palm Center project am^l£o2£lped get the new oultural 
center or opera tell named Gus AcrtheJ^ftr*^^ built; I saw it on TV in 
a speolal about the cultural center owning. I also saw Y/elcum ^ilaoo and his 
son *elcum "ilson III on T7 during the Salt TralA'ride for the Housttn rodeo 
or Fat Stock show -vents in February of this year in 1987. ColUna -Jlson was 
a kind mn and loved all his family; b* always stopped by at haggle 1 1 house 
to visit for several hours when he was *rivinp from Tulsa to Houston and too 
he could stop to see his sisters fcr years and y«ara. »Veloum Senior even cane 
along and he oontlnued to visit after their deaths of my mother In 1959 end 
of Collins *io had to take nitroglyceron pills for his ohrcnlc heart condition. 
■Velcum Senior came the last ti-re in 197 when my sod Robert was e'ntJnr the 
front porch to keep the redwood from warping. *e had a good visit. Wf rrandmothi 
Tandtrcop did net love iris so T wan closer to my rranny Wlnniford. 

Another Oklahoma cousin Newt Ellis married Wargfret Herston tfio was his 
first oousln; the Herston family of Florence, Alabama was one of the founders 
in 1320 th*re and Robert Herston fotjffcht in the War of 1812; his daughter 
^dna Herston married Templeton Sills and lived on the family landgrant home- 
plaoe there; my grandmother Nancy Sllis Landtroop came to Texas and then to 
Oklahoma after her mother Edna Herston Ellis died in 1335. Newt and Margr^t 
Herston Ellis tod 6 children: Roxle, Nannie who was blind, Maude, Lon, Hom*r, 
and Marshal. Margret Herston Ellis died and Newt married Vargret hoss; they 
tod *lta f Ben, Holland, Prebble and Maanle. All these ar* d*ad. 

Gladys Sutler Armstrong Cash is daughter of I ula landtroop ^utler; they 
had two daughters V.sta who Berried ^d Bice in 1916; he tod a U y*ar old son 
by a previous marriage and thus Charley Butler as an elder in Churoh of Christ 
opposed that marriage; then, Y*sta and Ed had 3 hoys and a girls. Gladys 
had only one child named Sua Armstrong; and he died so she married Homer Cash. 
Oh, yes, Lizzie narried twice after Joe Seals died; she divorced both of them. 
Gladys ha j a brother Lawrence Butler who died young age 10 of consumption. 

The old folks who came from Florence, *labam* in 1889 to Texas had lots 
of descendants and many last ttM/ names to keep track of, but they ofton 
visited the home place to see Aunt Mag Winniford as they called my mother. 
Mother loved all her folks and their children 1 s children so she cooked fine 
ass la and visited as long as they wquld atay. Jim Ellis was the reason all 
the deep-south kin went weat^erd; J>tift Ellis ms dying of TP; he outlived all 
the grown-up who were healtheir and went west with him; Jim was nioknemed Pap. 
Hncle Jim Ellis livd with V/iley Cox at the end of his life; Wiley Cox 
son of Liz Ellis Cox who was a sitter to Jim Ellis; Newt Ellis was a brother 
to Jim Ellis; 'Vlley Ccx had two daughters by wife Annie. 

"y -renlnotr.er *:ar:cy Ellil iMitffOOf Lll*4 v/lth us when lb* gtt oli; 
but she went b^ok to Soper, Oklahoma In summer of 1919 to visit relatives and 
see all the old places for the last tlsie; Her t6H brother Jim Ellis was in 
Hugo, Oklahoma and her son Emmitt Luther Landtroop liv*d near Frederick. Okla- 
homa (Tuther Landtroop was a barber and a farmer; he lat*r i*t Tr*ne Land- 
troop's nephew Joe Fowler work his land and thus inherited it all nearFloyada, 
Texas in esrly I960 1 8^ Veil, my grandmother Landtroop met her brother John 
Ellis of Florence, Alabama at Tfugo, Oklahoma to visit all their relatives in 
summer of 1919; they traveled all around to see the sights and to enjoy com- 
pany of tto folks when she died at the supper table; she had eaten cabbage and 
the gas on her stomach started chest pelns that suddenly finished her off, be- 
fore everyone's eyes. Aunt T.ula Landtroop Butler and her husband Charles Gabe 
Butler were there. Charley Butler never spoke to his daughter Vesta after s 
marr'ed Ed Bice who was a holiness preacher plus being dlvorc * * J**' 

lilt ^ too much Junk religion for a good Bible scholar and elder of the 

r?5t?S£ tSruss: srs-ws* sra 

mated to oome see Lorece Smith end I.yon Smith; he loved Lor*c* Smith *vea 
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thour h he married aomeone elae. The Torece Smith family was kin to Aunt 
Martha Smith Alexander *io married Tom Alexander. Tom Alexander waa a brother 
to my *randnoth*r Sarah^Sally) Alexander Wlnniford. And Aunt Vartha Smith Alex- 
ander^ mother waa Suaan Vilnniford Smith who was an elder slater to my grand- 
father George Dawson Vilnniford. 

We still have aome kin folks in Commerce, Texas from the Ellis folks; 
my grandmother Nanoy Ellis Lendtroop hsd a cousin Desaey Clllis Box who ted 
a son Doyle Bex and Margaret Olllis White (she wed Tom White) and a third 
child whose name T forget, Doyle Pox Is always flad to see all of us; he 
leejoy to see and to encounter; he also helps Jimmy Sullivan at the Jones 
Funeral Home so we see him during tine of rrlef as well and he is very nice 
then too of course.. Put we see Doyle Pox on the streets during good times 
so we keep in touch* 

Numerous -ouslns of my family are double and triple kin; Beulah »Unniford 
Benton sni fo*r onlv child Velma Elizabeth Benton Box are a good example;I 
rot mrried in the home of Peulah Winniford Benton in 1924 in Greenville, Texaa 
beulah lathe daughter o* my father 1 s brother TTorv* Vlnnlford; Henry p *nton 
was Ve]toC)^lizab*th , Benton Pox f s dad; her uncle Ellis Benton rurri«d "att 
Wilson Proton; Vatt Wilson Benton >.as a cousin to my mother, felM Elizabeth's 
husband was a professor at ^est Texas S* te Unlverlsty at Coram*ro* but now 
lives In 3artlesville f Oklahoma. Velma Elizabeth's unole ^llis Benton and 
Matt Wllaon Benton had a son Bale Benton; Dale Benton married Anna Ruth Bishop. 
mnM *uth Pl3hop Benton 1 s mother waa ^ffie Clayton Bishop who then livM with 
her own mother Minnie Tarrant Clayton "'inniford on the family homestead; Aunt 
'Mnnie Tarrant Clayton ''inniford was amrried to Norve «Vinnlford who was the 
father of Beulah and grandfather to Velma ^lizab«th. A son Vurray Ellis ^enton 
was born on Halloween In 1933 to Anna * u th Benton. And then Vurrev Katharine 
Biahop vtio was a alster to Anna Ruth Bishop Penton had wed Tubby Clayton W ho 
was a couain to Lawrenoe Clayton who had married Donnie Vitcher. And the 
7/ltoher fa 'illy was already three timea kin to TTorve V/lnnif ord. Thes* branch- 
water kinfolks Intermarried ofton because all their kisslng-cousins fanili^s 
were the landed r entry neighbors desoended from old line Texas pioneer stock. 

Also, the next door neighbor to my sister Lucille Winnlford is named 
Juanlta Moody Parker; she is a first cousin to Stella Use Witcher //inniford. 
Stella 1 a mother was a Moody ao Juanit£/s father was a brother to I'm. Witoher* 
Stella Witch*r .Vinnlford aarried Sherwin 111 • lford; Sh*rwin was sen of !Torve / 
..'Inniford (my uncle and my dad f s brother). Sherwin f I sister FQwie ./Inniford-^ 
Venae's son Daryl married Stella 1 a alster Nelte Vitcher. And Donnie vitcher, 
a sister to both Stella Jitoher .Vinnlford and Neita v/itcher VbRae, married 
Lawrence Clayton/. Lawrence Clayton wbs cousin to Tubby Clayton who h3$ married 
"urrey Katherin Bishop; Vurray Katherine f s rrendmoth-r Minnie Tarrant °layton 
.Vinnlford was married to Norve '.Vinnlford who waa the father of Bessi* and 
Sherwin. Our family married only pedigreed sArffeea with a lonr lin^ape and 
coat-of-arma as well as having the se-ne irivlnf ambition tob* the best in the 
world at whatever la being attempted. 

\'y sister Iucille .Vinnlford married twice; the firat was George ITitchell. 
Ho ohildren. And ths sedond husband waa ?drar or Cotton Holley in 1950 till 
1961; Cotton Holley waa a nephew to Tom Holley who was the mayor of Commerce 
in 1924. Cotton Holley* s slater Verna Lee married Hersohel Baber; Hersohe^s 
mother was Lula Wilson ^ab^r. Lula Yllson was a first cousin to Margaret Land- 
troop tflnniford. The Holley family lived on Holley Flat n^ar old Paradise 
School which was not far from the tflnniford homeplaee near Cumty. Hftlley Flat 
Is located north, Just below old Smith Hill on IN 275 now (Smith Hill was 
branch water kin to Martha Smith Alexander and Susan tfi-inifard Smith). Tom 
Holley had a son who moved to Tubbook in 1920 f s and his gran d «n we? the rock 
star ^uddy TT olly. 

Ludey Bruce Alexander was married to Kyle Alexander who was a double 
couain to Robert Vinnlford my dad and to Norve //Inniford. Ludey Pruce Alexandei 
waa a direct descendant from the seme Bobert-the-Bruoe Scotsmen that the 



Page 113 The Taylor-*lnniford-Buf f Inrton-Landtroop-Slils-Alemander families 



Vlnnifrd-Robertson family claims descent. And thus Mamie Alexander Callan owns 
lani today Just Joining north of our old homeplace landgrant. Mamie Alexander 
Callan Is th* daughter of Kyle and Ludey Pruoe Alexander who were double kin 
to the Sarah Alexander Wlnnlford fanlly -roup. Mamie Callan is married to 
James Callan; . T ames Callan 1 s mother v rs. Valt^r Callan was a lindley; her 
father John Tlndley IV controlled the majorltv shares In Security State ^ank 
of Commerce, Texas and he served as president plus owned land by the section 
from 3t. louis, Missouri to Brownsville, Texas. The I lndley family had accum- 
ulated land beck In the Republic of Texas days and could camp herds on their 
private property cattle drives each night on the Ion* trail drives before 
railroads came to Texas and could thus chip the cows to mrkey. John Lindley IV 
left everyone of his nine children two million dollars cash and eleven sections 
of land each. But his official will left not one penny or one acre to any of 
his blood issue who owed money (this banker did not believe in his family 
being In d*btl. TTie old T lndley elegant homeplece was located n*ar ^ldgeway 
and Birthright, Texas. on th* way from Commerce to Sulphur Springs. When the 
oli mansion burned, John lindley Just boilt s long porch to connect all the 
small slave quarters where he lived In simplicity. His father * T 0 hn Lindley Til 
had courted Sarah Alejander '/lnniford in the 1870 1 1 as he did several other 
local widows. Today Tohn t lndley Ttl own9 car has interest in a Houston bank. 
I still miss my rrandmother Sarah or Sally; I cry when T think about her, now, 

Hy father-in-law George ".fashington Taylor I was born on birth date of 
first president George Washington In 1362 during Civil War at a Confederate 
Hospita the minute his own father died of a f-ver near a battle. zone. And 
th*n Dude Taylor was born on February 22 and thus was Junior «md then he 
had a son c-v Taylor III and finally another ftM Tteylor IV so now I hear that 
C.Af. Taylor V has been borne. Dude ^ylor married Sthsl ^vans Taylor of 
Commerce. Her mother ha1 oil money from her Indian blood ties in Oklahoma, 
iliey owned cotton gins and rental property; Mrs. «>lch wa» a twin sister to 
7thel ; "yrtle ^vans Pishop was the twin's name. They were v»ry,close and. each 
died close to each other as they cared not to be separa ted^^Z>^"^I^>^^W# 

Commerce, Texan has a lot of rich folks besides all the children W if 
John Lindley x\ l-^f • * ' - f - ' - onnalres and big land owners. Carl v stes 

is from Commerce; h* is now dead but was a big newspaper man In Lonrvlew 
and big with the ^ast Texas Chamber of Comm*rc* that got lots of new Industry 
to move to Texas; S # B # Germany was one of his projects to get the steel mill 
Into ^ast Texas. LeTourneau also fcunded new con-ani^s and then founded a 
college bearing hla name In Longvlew. Carl ^stes was a big fat beer bellied 
man but was friendly and hard working; his secretary was a u lss Ackerman whose 
family had owied the *okermaa hotel in Commerce (the only hotel > but It rotted 
down; she was reputed to be a girl friend of Carl ^stes but then the smell mind 
need to say such things to feel good that they do not work in the public. Carl 
^stes helped keep publicity about tfnole Sam .Vinniford as the finest violinist 
in Texas alive when he went to tVashlngton, D.C. capitol to play for the presi- 
dent of the United States — also, pot national news cov^rajfe ifcen Sam tfinnifori 
played concerts in Bot Springs, Arkansas resort hot*ls--ny TT ncle Sam vinniford 
was born "arch 29, 1867 and died April 14, 1959 so he had a lonr life full 
of creative <oys. 

My life has been full of f rowing plants, both flowers and garden vegetab- 
le. *orklng in th* aoil has kept me healthy with gool cl*en hard work that 
Is good for the soul. I am now 81 and do not take any kind of drugs, no medi- 
cine of any kind. I eat good solid meals, mostly vep^tables that T grow. All 
my friends take pills for every kind of ailment or the slightest pain that if 
they get busy they would forget the pain of being alive, doctors want patients 
to take pills because the residual klck-b ok on prescription refills, and that 
keep?them In tfet upper econcmlc bracket. I learned not to go to doctora ufcen 
my husband Tom was so ill; he nearly died until I got him home and put him on 
a good solid diet and aloe vera Juice gel and comfrey preens and tea. Dootora 
keep the examination room so cold while the sickly person waits and waits 
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for the doctor to stroll In; his time is always valuable^ n*ver the patient. 
Nurses are the one urtio work hard yet fet not a tenth of the pay a haughty doc 
c*ts. I do not respect doctors one lota. Doctors can operate to put a person 
back together after a Aajor auto accident but cannot cure aches and pains of 
the Joints so a pain killer or tranquilizer is prescribed rather than petting 
to the root causes. 

So many folks have air conditioning that causes arthritis and other aehea 
of the body. T have ceiling fans and my house is well insulated with trees 
all around the place; I keep air circulating rath*r than icy cold to make me 
feel bad itfien I leave the ioe -palace thet so *eny folks oreete for themselves. 
Ttm huaan body was made to be in motion, not to sit like a stone. I r*st for 
no more than an hour during the day. T arise at sunup and work in the yard 
flower beds or veritable eerden ari * then at ten AV T come inside to cook my 
lunch and then bathe to go to club meetings around t P.V. T do not mind the 
-lub meeting times of resting during boring reeding of the minutes on 3 long 
wintied discussions because T am then rested and ready to pet home to change 
b*ck into my work olothes and then get busy in th* yard. I saw my own daddy 
get put to bed for a heart crnditlon; he lost the Joy of life and then died 
in spirit long before he finally rassed away. Doc tors play Ood with sick folks 
•actions and should not be taicen seriously on hew to live their lives because 
inactivity is the kiss of death for anyone. 

Rose Sellers is a Jail house livinr example; she stays under air condit- 
ioning all the time; she 0 an not get out on the porch because she is dying of 
the heat; she snears and says that I am working myself to death so my son 
Robert told her never to tell anyone how to live a good life since her pitiful 
Jail house existence was worse than a Nazi house arrest for her plus she had 
aches and pains only to talk about rather than her club meetings and pretty 
blooming flowers; "You are boring and pitiful, ■ informed Robert shaking his 
head as he said that he would pray for her horrid lifestyle. Vy son does not 
allow anyone to slur his loved ones even in fun. Robert does not talk loud 
and hateful; he has a calm lulling tone tfien speaking thfl truth as he explains 
the facts in no uncertain terms. I feel sorry for Rose Sellers; she always 
travelled a lot and then at age 65 Just gave up to be a recluse. Her daughter 
Mllye Vennittl 'Yreyford arranges for her shopping; they are big Baptists who 
believe that everything is pre-destined so Ood wants her mother to live in that 
house all the time; Billye k*eps a running tabulation of the cost of every rift 
that Rose receives plus all the expenses Incurred are to be presented to her 
estate at tiie of death in order to get baok all her efforts with interest. 

religion does not allow Indian Giver tactics, especially toward loved famllj 
members; Rose Just this year got her feelirif s hurt very badly when her ^aughtei 
Mllye insulted mother Rose by saying "You are a burden to us all with your 
oonstant calls to go buying everything for you; you should get out more." And 
then nothing the next day was ever said about that outburst, but Rose Is cursed 
with a memory so she is hurt by all those fine Oiristain people of hers. But 
they can get born-again and all is perfect, yet Baptists cannot fall from gruoe 
so nothing itf^ong or sinful can happen when regular churoh goers are involved. 
This is anotner reason that the Church of Chfist is the true religion and not 
a Junk religion church like all this man-made religion diotates today. 

All this charisma orap is heresy and certainly blasphemy. !To one talks to 
Ood for that is blssphemy so all these holy roller churches are doomed; the 
talking In tongues is stupid for sure. And then pre-destintion is wronr too. 
The frontier hardships showed folks that prayer did not cause miracles like 
pr^aohers today say; good works through faith was what got effeots and still 
does; the Lord helps those who help themselves. Free Will exists as we neke 
encices and live with the oonsequenoes, not a predestinated scenario that is 
not of our dolng»this mans that God loves war to punish folks and uses illn^a 
to keep fear rampant, yet God should be able to effect the goodness with the 
vave of his hand if they read the Bible (I read the Mble every day*. 
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I don 1 1 read the Bible In front of folks to show-off that I am a good sou] 
That Is vain g lory like the Bible totelng show-offs. People who always tell yen: 
how big a Christian they are really are Just putting up a front; the actions dc 
speak louder than vain words. Just recently this summe^of 1987 Tillet 3. Teddl€ 
died; Teddlee wrote songs In the 1920 f s and was age 102; he died In Greenville. 



He wrote »!T«avan ^nida Al l to Ve / " Worthy Art Tho u,* and " When .;e Meet < S&7 U r t€ 
Sweet Con-nunj on .* Ttllet 3, Te<ralee published song books and terrled a "osygaj 
of C»jnby; his good wife was a sister to Alma "oss Vlok, Alma owned a beauty 



shop for years In Cumby and carried on wtth a ll sorts cf me n, even marrying aei 
eral for their property and money; she met men at th e^Cuaby Motel la te at night 
and spent the night; Alma even walked the dirt roads to a lonely bachelor 1 s 
house In the rain an4 oarried an umbrella ^TTceep dry; T saw this; she had loos 
morals for everyone to see but she furnished the floral arrangement in the 
Church podium every Sunday so that made her good, better than God as the old 
tlmey folks say about hypocrits. Alma seduced all the sua she could and nearly 
caused several divorces around Cumby and Commeroe, even now in her late 70 f s. 
tfoss family was otherwise moral; Teedlee was on Yi:iar3 3cott f s TV show in 
1986 as £>lfl»gt pMMftgrlfl America" (H« Was a Churot of Christ minister). 

Gloria iVllliams ih^Texarkana Is the same way as Alma; Gloria s is 81 and has 
a new 27 year old boy friend; she is now sick for the first Time frot mnnlng 
all over hell f s half acre with him to go dancing and night clubbing plus get- 
ting a yoi^ng man f s disease; she has money from oil wells to flit away; Gloria 
cheated to pet her oil fortune by lying abou t royalty rights on deeds signed 
when she was a minor (said she was younger but now says her true age since all 
are dead from the 1930 f s court case). Gloria carried on with Carmlllta Hughe s 1 a 
husband for 40 years till be died 3 years ago; he bought her groceries and mow- 
ed the yard for ^lorla wlt v cut pay yet would do not one thing around the house 
for Carmllita— not much love and respect there far hard working Cermilita. But 
Gloria and Hughes are big Church workers so open sin is fast forriven and thus 
allowed to oontinue over and over because God told them they were forgiven;God 
does not talk to anyone, .only crazy . looney-bln people speak to God and thus 
need to be in Insane asylum. Many folks think a ^huroh is Just a place to go tc 
get a perfect attendance record to bray about (Vary Bufflngton Taylor thought 
thflt).Mary bragged that she could dc no r*al wronr because she nevr missed 
Sunday School and Church for over 25 years with perfect attendance record. 

I write about a paragrph at a time each day. Sometimes I do more or less 
deending on info happening and then whether I must go to a club meeting. And 
the news comes b*tt*r some days fo r me to get all riled up , I do not have high 
blood pressure so nothing surprises me to upset me; I expect exactly and more 
of vfcat Is happelng since I know human nature very well Indeed. All the alle- 
gory of the Old Bible stories prepared me far human nature, and I was a little 
rirl who s aw hcrse drawn carriag es as majority transportation give way- iv Use 
automobile; IT ran Mhlnd the chimney of our ho-ne when +h» first car I ever 
saw came belching black smoke and loud noises up our driveway. I am sure that 
T was frightened almost tc death to see no hcrses pulling it so T learned fast 
to exp^ st all k inds of wild bu t lnter teatlng things in thl s^llfe; I am not at 
• all surpMMfl at the SJpadd Pfocram bu r gome foJJ H, %W*n young people, do not 
believe that sg&a^trfcEgl Ts rossible'or that we even went to the mton. I am 
r-ady for anyfhTng to happen in this world so I don f t get into a ti zzy _ or pull 
a hiss ey -fit when odd ball things occur. That f s llf«. And that f s lire as It 
*~sKould be, Tull offflCtlon and action caused by our Tree fill to do something 
gr*at or Just stand still and let life pass us by. Just as one one can see the 
face of God and ttet is why the burninr bush happens when God app*avd to the 
Old Testament prophets so no one today talks to God for that is ""PjJV to 
r>ut wor^s into u od f s awn mouth— idle chatter is what is hap ening to tfei anti- 
christ pi-achers and perverted religionists today, Tls enough to make £W J**« 
roto church since preachers are the lying goons of our *ra of time, ^yone 
£hc can r*ed thus knews the Bible as well as any preacher™ Iflf could. God's 
word is on th<> written pare, not in the alleged oonvrsatlon cf a minister lik« 
Oral Roberts or some other charlatan. Makes *y arse «t a dip of a snuff as 
the «ood old tlmey folks would say about such "Smperor's Clothes hoax. 
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Religion ee*ma bir in the TV news because of PT1 Jim k Tammy Bakker who 
are Junk religion preachers. Just like the Roman Catholic Pope has spent a 
fortune in security funds that could be better used to feel the poor. All this 
security proves that the Pope does not trust God f s protection; the Pope is the 
apostalic ruler and thus has the 12 apostles eiual standing to talk to God 
even today, yet God does not five him magical protection while conversing; thia 
contradiction is another of rany flaws Ifl that evil religion but then a thinkin 
person has no place in Catholicism; tls enough to anke one have a hlssie fit 
over nothing but simple man-made church doctrine. Just got a letter from my 
sister Lucille "lnniford In Commerce; Airaa Moss Viok's na.ne ca*ne up arain^-sh» 
will give you something soap and water won't wash off, especially a fellow with 
cash in hand. 

Fred Tarpley has been in the news. again; he is from Hooks or vaas; his 
mother is a sweet lady. His linguistijjbopifrare a wonderful preservation* 
looal history. FRSDsat on stage tttttf wfiter James Michener who gote a novel 
about T5XAS. Fred TARPIEY is a goodaoyal friend and a true gentleftftT FR^D lntr 
duced ICJCHWKR f to local groups. 

Got word from Cumby that Joe Don Winniford received genealogical oharts 
of family history; Joe Don was called Corky when growing-up. He married Vary 
Sllen Russell whose parents owned a big milk barn and hundreds of acres of 
land. Her parents died suddenly so she get the estate at a young age,abd JO? 
DON Is president of a bank In Greenville. He is a fine manager like my dad was. 
Tis good that another Vfinniford is rich; Just pray that he uses the prosperity 
for goodness and fun. I used my money for fun and to help others without any 
thought of repayment; folks must not live for greedy needs or vain glory; the 
family is the most Important part of life— the good name and continued glory 
is what muat be instilled into the toung. Just hope Mary ■ 1SN can do that 
for the next generation of .Yinniford named young folks— our oontinued good 
name is in her hands. ^c^y 

The next day's events now ha9 to dowith the Texarkana mafia that is yo big 
business. even though old skinflint J. :,.McHaggie writes contrary; he is in their 
side pocket. J. -, was editor of his father-in-law C. P. Palmei^newsp8per and that 
hundred million dollar fortune is in trust for the now grown grandchildren such 
as Prudence MoHeffie Macintosh is a hack write^bout her much exaggerated sons 
behavior in Dallas; she could write somethilig Lndepth and probing about why 
Texarkana has the most people to disappear in the whole United States or tbm 
story of mafia murders in Hast Texas .But her family has toa mjich business with 
the mafia; the looal police say no mafia exists! ole B.W. Fa^Twho is a sleazy 
policeman stole and protected the mafia like old Judge Fant before him di^And 
Harry Friedman, Junior is an attorney doing the same; his father Harry Senior 
was the big godfather for over 40 years; his sister Mrs. Pearlman is head mo^ul 
now. Friedman Steel Sales Ls still on Oak street here in Texarkana and sells used 
cars to dozens of used oar lots in Houston and also into Missouri and 17 other 
nearby states--a car theft ring in 1950 f s was busted here(now oops say all tto 
mafia connection was oaught then). But ole Cooksey. the attorney, is now big wit 
mafia. Jerry yoor e now In Houftt^n has halfa billion dollar fortune in real estat 
with no cash flo^ problems/in pressed market since he bought a five million 
dollar classic csr, a Duesenberg. He launders five and a half million dollars 
a week^^KHhe mafia in £3tXAREASA. I/t/tlfiln 1982, February, a teenager Voore 
nephew To Jerry I'oore was in the airplane wit h^ Joshua Loran . Junior when it 
crashed into the Red River; the Moore boy's body was found as a colling card for 
the living family to shape up a nd continue the deal when Jeiry tried to get our. 
3v en Joshua Logan Senior, the Earned Broadway directory came back to his local 
hometown but plane and body never was found; sin oit/ describes Texarkana. 

Sinful prlssybritches JlmBakJcer had an air conditioned dog house so the 
Marie Antoinette is alive and well in our democratic society. Money J.s all that 
really counts today so a rich religion is thus God's Just reward totfine folks, 
^ysn the Roman Catholic Pope is big stuff in his fine robes and rings; he is 
worshipped more than the spirit of God even; now the Pope is telling the 
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American Catholioa what to do and to believe and to say; Cathrllcs alvjays said 
America was free of the apostollo rule of the papist dogma. Not so. Catholics 
worship Icons and thus idoltry Is obvious but the wealth of the gold and 
precious stones blinds tl.e worshippers; the evil history of that horrid 
church should have olosed it down. *hat the Catholics did to the Indians 
by cutting off legs to set the gold from mines, plus the founding of the 
Inquisition to spy on other Catholics in the 1200 f s shows the fascist nature 
of the Catholics* The Catholic heirachy has been biding tine to get a hold 
of the United St tes; Catholios are now the majority religion In the F.S. 
flvery country that is majority Roman Cathcllc Is in poverty and now we are a 
debtor natuion and will soon have wealthy siphoned off to Home when the true 
political leaders are majority Catholic. I Just hope that enough Scots folks 
resist and use the power of Scottish Rite Free Wasonery to destroy the Catholio 
influence like we did centuries ago(evil rears Its ugly head all the time, Just 
like the neo-Nazi movement is baok so is the Rowan Catholic Church flaunting 
its power by telling folks how to live and to ect^that Pope stewardship thinks 
it talks to God and is a direct descent of Cod so that is a force to f ->ar in 
a free country— their Churoh history proves the evil nature of that anti-Christ 
organization doing evil in the name of roodness). 

Just like Colonel Oliver North presented himself with TV poise and became 
a folk hero; his Ilk would rule by military Junta. He flaunted the ccarrest 
and ev*r<*thlng wonderful In a democracy; thus, the military industrial complex 
is already thunb!ng its nose at congress; this is a banana republic tactic, 
yet used by home-grown guys of a democracy and should know better (this deed 
done by Ollle North Just carries our nation closer to a sovereign presidency 
role lnwhioh a kingly leader will preside In the white house— just hooe that 
this permanent presidency will have patriot origins throurh the EAR Virginia 
aristocratic roots), onie North is a fake hero with a good TV image and that 
Is what U.S. politics is now all about, Just a oartoon government— Colonel 
"rrth was contradicted by his superiors and he lied to congress and he 
himself leaked military Info to NSWBWBK and then he lectured oongrems against 
meddling; North was hateful to the Senator of Hawaii 1*10 saw Nazi Germany death 
camps and Is thus a true hero but North berated this true hero and then the 
dumbo citizens thought North a hero; substance goes for nothing in America 
today. 

The Governor Clements of Texa8 is no b*tter;he lied in the race and now 
raised taxes, but he Is wealthy so he is favored by Cod so his "shit doean f t 
stink.* The Republicans always tove a secret plan (Nixon had a secret plan 
to win Vietnam that never happened) so the party of the super rich vested 
Interest robber barons get away with the "toperor 9 * Clothes" syndrome all 
the time; I repeat that I am not Ignorant enough to vote for stupid stunts 
like that; their modus operandi Is to tell L.I .U.S. whloh stands for n Let f s 
Insist ^v^ry thing IS Super* 1 so t:^e lr lies are high toned scams. And the rich 
Tiake mad-dog allegation or ruminations about the other party; Reagan Is a 
md-dog Republican with his vicious attacks rather than balancing the deficit 
that has indebted the future generations of Americans over four times %*iat it 
took two hundred years to first borrow. Thus, this mad-dog turncoats like 
Reagan and John Connolly has replaced the yellow dog democrat today (a snide 
vengeance full of smiles for the super rich interest has destroyed the working 
person 1 s future). v y family ahould be Republican but we believe in freedom for 
all and opportunity for all; America ..as not founded merely for a greedy ex- 
istence—personal freedom was the reason because the aristoc ratios alreadv had 
wealth; my anoeator Devid Winniford had his own plantation in Cumberland County 
Virg'nia and his wife Ju<Utfi Robertson Winniford v/as born In 1763 and died in 
1352; she related the ld-als as well as trails and tribulations Airing that 
big revolution to my own grandfather who was born In 1836; the Winnifords had 
settled Into Ttallas County Ion - before she died and had gone to the California 
Gold Rush even; letters to the relatives told all that—a Round Robin Letter 
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tells all our Journeys westwrd; a letter from 1699 back to Greyfriers of 
3dlnboiigh, Sootlandjtells the personal anguish and homesickness of the first 
settlers In America; they even travelled back to Sootland to marry and then 
to return to Amerioe. T f y family thus has a wealth of oral history episodes. 

The oral history touohes or overlaps llv*s and eras of timely events 
such as T T.3. Revolutionary war widow living to know about MttlaMBt into 
Texas by her offspring and then going to gold fields .v/e know what household 
things were moved from Virginia to St. Louis, Missouri where they lived for 

■T.THtlon of 25 y»ari tad klMl MalOf to nmi Witt ill their Ffcalllftf of 
seven married sisters and their husbands and children to make us kin to most 
founding Texas families. The brass i*ndulua French clock of 1721 origins is 
one of the cherished things - ; HUt the stories ana neritag* of hard work by 
our own sweat of the brow being taught Is what counts. I work herd and long 
hours to raise most of my vegetable s not Just to save money b ut to keep busy; 
we were taught that the human body was intended to be i n motio n an<T I am very 
healthy as a result; I tske no mediolne beoause T do not^Sit around moping 
about misfortune and aches and pains. Thus. I am too busy to dcferell on my nurts 
to r et addicted to pain killers or tranquilizers so I Just keep busy In a 
constructive way; T don't li ke being arc and old folks w ho complain about pains 
and how they n»ver go anywher e. Yy olub meetlnrs keep me active socially but 
I really JusT ^ e st*^ durlnr the horning reading of the minutes so that I can 
later get back into my flower garden work. I am an outside person, yet I sew 
my own clothes and piece quilts during the winter and also crochet coat hangers 
covers. Vy hands are never idle. T 'crochet in th* car on long trips while 
talking sixty-mile s an hour f io my tongue and hands can work at the same time. 

I never get bored because I have too mucn 10 do. The younr folks today 
brag about being bored with nothing to do. Lazy and imoral seem to be the 
stock and trade of the youth; they are proud to be idle and are glad to say 
they do not know very much about things In general. We have worse ignoranoe 
today than when I wos young. Sohools do not teach very much. The youth are 
violent toward each other; TV la only partly the cause; parents do not talk 
to the children and do things together— the f? Is used as a baby sl'ter, plus 
this Little League orap instill competitive violence tr> win at all costs. 

Education today is a farce; I used to play U2 d crinoes with Dr. H.W. 
Stilwell and Laws on: their attlt de about 11!" e War. positive and they 

"believed In falling children until they learned the grade level before social 
passing. B,? A lav/son a n J T used to win all the way to th« first table so I 
knew the real educators of this Texarkena town very well indeed. Stillwell 
developed the ADA system for billing the TT.S. governme nt for educationa l ser- 
vices lurlnf ^_fTi when "arsenal troops brought families 1r attend local" sohools 
and thus the rticle educational grants later developed from Dr. 5tlllwell f s 
system as T have said before In this memoir typed treatise or dissertation. 
Dr. Stillwell looked like V arrvlng Sam I n Ltl A bner o r : orkey ~ir of the car- 
toons so he had a sense of human to mak* fun of himself but ne had Integrity, 
lot situational ethics did not motivate him to Let standards d*cey fO» theA^ 
masses. Thus, public education taught thrrugh the 1950 f s but no more can one'v 
g«t a literate education in the publio sector. Cathclio parochial schools 
t-»ac!\ reading th* o a tec ism but not muoh science or real humanism; their relig- 
ious books t»ach propaganda that public schools even in the 1930* s was bud 
or Inadequate; the reading books had a story line that ahowed how poorly 
educated the public sc ool protestants were and thus how lrnorant when I knew 
better; the Gowanlock family lived thr*e doors from »; my son knew more than 
they did. yarv Ocwanlock was hatef ul; all she had to do was burn an extra candl 
and say a few -ore hail maizes to get her quick religious fix (no better than 
the junk religion today of *the W ministers becoming born-agaln ev*ry time a 
sin might be oonaitted— only one born-a^ain diapensatlon Is given beoause a 
real true-blue Christian has to turn over a new leaf and sin no mor» that way), 
(Church bingo is not considered bad as perl-mutuel betting so preachers sat tha 
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31a <s ao-thlng that some else does, not the selfish slobs. Slobs do not ever 
St^tS are wrocv or can b. -^^^^jSTi&JS^li: * 
times and tf«l are ^ re the sa me the J ««^J°J r n ;SS?ion and the norm of good 
not have much mannas *•£ fflffZSi tSm rks that do not fit Into 

behavior; they ieoore or bera te t h °J« £ ™ UkJ «eum to be destroyed; ccmpas- 
thelr rroup. The stupid foUs • ; 6 J 0 J„ e A person is deaorlted as bright 

future for som« good thl J^,™°J" B 9 "."^ scene of dope drops and politics 
ofin^rrratlon^for^or^ny Zl de^ gooffs Vo Jo°S from fttat schools. 
Satrea a^S J lSil sS°ms to be the ^Instay at leaat on campus today in 
hiihlv mlx-d neighborhoods. I feel sorry far teachers so I can see *iy they 
au£k Jach other wf?h hateful remarks, as a m-ans to get evn in b subsoon- 

SCl0U .? u n y ae Americans are tr«et«d mean v^rld-wide an. hate IkHJMjf ^he 
urlv American bad anners, our prestispe is way down. Doing bad things to 

hhlt.il.tha way to b* now. Just like ^rlstlans don't have to be nloe to 
.So" not ?n SifoSrS location o^f?eir pew. Oood 3nn,r, Is ^J^ 8 ^ 
the hst-ful surroundings and then passing and repassing. But ^ 3 f d f ^^*" 
Iti losers today-night is right so out-shouting each other is the thing to 

do. Very few want to be a gentleman W n as «d Vatson has a 

/.ell I lust learned a terrible thing. A r©od family named ..atson has a 

Emd on happehing, Just like the mafia in Texarkana is i*pf*J 8 M h !l.i t t h . 



mod folks into a rrenoy ror tneir o»a " ou ' "'-i"! "IL » T; . ii tha t 1. really 
«.«r« «horta when he mowa the yard and watches TV so that is all that 1. reaiiy 

unk religious ChurehwfcM^A^tW' 



eVU re C C°hurch o? hove to rWtha W**. Blftl* £i *»gJ**J? 

oommunlon requires the alcohol; Mo, Indeed, the Bible soys "fruit of the vine 

dSEr-'n? tsarwdtf r.%ftg ffirA2gf a 

Coo ao« net lnt.rf.r Into MU, -»«t. Uto .0 «n, - .« to b.ll«.. 

t Mm wnrKnr in mv own rarden. Lavinr to water everyday, rain wui nuu 
fall It "lS? time I^at-r and then rest for a few minutes. I mi ss Tom my 
husband, 2 got me to rest of ton so we could talk; ^*f**?*» J^low 
everything; he was a big talker and very sweet and kind. I miss toot 
more evry day. 
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The family soap saga continues. Manila !!od ena fin ff ord-P.obertaon has oon- 
♦m«,?to do h* dirt and selfish nuah-r on relatives. Ty sister Iucllle moved 
I T ° ^.1 -iv -amrhter Lynna ''stelie bought tha house across the street 
;^:i:?o"»t*l5J^L«SlliS^ould UW SS.. Va,le gmt. jpt ****** 
Y , ■ ns eot the premises. She reported to everyone back In old Black Jack 
-rove tarn as old timers still oall the plaoe even though renamed 5 after 

♦h. h-tahetlnc of the ->aloona to destroy the lmare of meanest tovn in . xas. 

,plte * the kin JJJh^SmoSlLw out of Lucille* s house so she n=v r has to 
^onomy plumbing ^l^nm pnon r « aUy not weather. But Vaiaie even calls long 

leave the house in icy w?Biu«r «j * 

Ms.l.. 9 house , hen luclUe returned to C— j-^o chang "^^g^ 

fTKSi 2 Srnve u! In he'r loW drlWISJ and then Mamie talked about everyone 
loud when we drove u^ in ner ion* y ,.„_«« anrrv at Bddy Thomas 

who had done her dirty if. done Mamie dirty) . ^j,? 0 ^ 9 0 uRi, Wr - 

for doing a bed job.nf rwnelrs on her house y-t ^« J!Hi *n ^ 'ut t maddest 

still angrv at his mother Oma I'ea Or.ves Thones about ■on* thins. But the *o «i 

*»«t of all was a-alnst her nephew -Darryl I'oRae whose wife fleets ^.lcnt I N mm 

no i«nff.- aUood Vanlo to talk to Stella Ifae /lohter .'Innlford. oteiie steyea 

who is Kin^ ana sw« «fiu wu I*- — 17a + via n «w «tr*ss 'nvolv»s Jo* Don .lnnlfcrd 
i«w i'A-nii» thrives on causing stress and tne new str^Bo .«»uiy 9 ^ u 

of half-truths, let <f aml" a? ? r * VlSi r ! SsSfeBre trait l s Vhy I W t M a 0 on- 
to asks herself look hi? (that typical oonseryative tr i * ^ e , 8 a 
aervat've myself ) . 1'amle thus usee oth-rs to »et mok ej . towsrd 
SlJd SSpuletor through using ?2i*SJ5if iSSi^ltLJ came along. Me.ie atlll 
otnere. She Is a Little Hitler long *£°£ t tf ^nj^xt door has her good graces 
lust has one good friend at a time, the retry ram j ecld tonfua treat - 
• while poor ?ross folks on other e-de are jt^^WJ galoon9 fl0 that fBve 
■•nt.And then, the town of Cumby decided to vote osck 8C00 unt.s of how our 
TJSi a good cause to fight; .f* ^Ji*?^ ITJJtSn of 139i* hatcheted 
^andmother Sarah Alexander tflnnlf ord v. !th J}»V amotion did not vote the 
J" 1 ";!:; baw dy houses In back to tits, -ell, the iec w 
the saloons and oaway n » u t t0 th « social event or tne y. t had CO untr 
demon drink back yet. .e W 'JJ 3aron9 « aU at the old homeplaoe an 
innlford vorton hoalflAJ ^e gqjt l e^Baro i grt ^ perform U en ie lives in ^ 

western singers 22jB^iafl^*" h s*5rf rO gq as old .Unnlford place so 

3herl i f ^^ll^^r pood friend), ramie „11 not go because she did 

friend and then Clint is n«jr 
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wish to run risk of tbl opposition organizing a qulok eleotion; she oould not be 
persuaded that elections cen f t be done in a jay but she knows better and used that 
as an excuse to stay home; she will be 93 on 8 Cctcber 1990. Mamie Is a real 

ap op*ra type oharaoter and ahe Is family so we put up with her and do know what 
o~ a xpect out of her. 3he is ethioal about liquor and whorehouses so can be depend 
ed upon to -fight sin; the family always unite against the opposition to the family 
members. 3ut T'amie is already baok apainst my brother "ver«tt an3 son Robert; she 
hates them because they speak their mind to her faoe often. They don't let h«r 
,-et away with a thine untrue or vindiotative toward others, 

><ell t I had my oatareot on left eye removed in Aniarlllo because my brother 
Everett had such a good Job done on his two eyes just over a year ago so we wants 
Dr. Howell to fix me. Never h*ave I enjoyed a visit so much, being there for 3 
months, to see the kin on the ranch out near Chaminr or l>umas; Gladys Putler 
Armstrong Cash and Homer are old and in bad shape; Homer has arthritis bad and 
Gladys is luoky to be alive after tuberculous and ribs removed in LO* s and now 
she heft a spot on lung. Her daughter Sue never married and liv*»s there but v/orks 
at countyseat and will retire at end of year 9 to take care of then full time. 
The Cattle Barons 3all v«s held 30 June of 1990 and then on 17 ^pril 1991 the 
International Conference of ?!ayors party .«s held at the v/lnniford homestead by 
finniford Morton so all this elegance or notriety v/as ha;py news. But ?4amie died 
baok in December first week. A big funeral. She was just passed 93* Now, we don 9 1 
have regular news from Cur.by about all the bad things happening. 

But other residents do keep in touch now. Jackie Holley came to see Luoille. 
ti had had h*ert surreory by-pass and was restinr so he drove dow to visit half 
a day and he knew all the old tine v.'.-* a. is uncle was Cotton 3dcar Kollye f to 
whom I ^cllle was mar xlgd and lived in old Holley house nextdoor to the ^as station 
and nf yr>nnp r-.n>\$ with his dad rflnnie and mother AIM Johnson TT oiley. Littl 

Jackie really spent a lot of time inside Lucille 1 s house sinoe she was home a lot 
and did not have customers in and out like his mother. !Tcw f his mom is dead so he 
wanted to talk about all the old tlmey days of his youth; he is about 1 50. This 
really made luoille homesiok Tur Commerce some more *ven though Jackie now lives 
in Cumby only 11 miles away. Everybody does a number on Lucille by asking her re- 
T°t not being there In the middle of their troubles. Yet, she fumed and fumed 
for y ars about moving to Texarkana, to e«t away from the gossip. No job paying 
anything for one well over 75 as she is would exist in Commerce so she does have 
an Income and also gets to have contact with the public. Luoille likes to have a 
horror story happeing in her life; she is a fatalist with a tale of woe every day 
to tell and when her skin resh clears up, she breaks out sll over aflrain «n some- 
one asks about her SOBditlOQ] she says that tal'ir. I tout it does make it worsen. 
It is all psychosomatic and she n»eds to have suffering to feel good about how 
horrible life is. Luoille rfinniford uses skin oondition to keep from doing any- 
thin? outside; sh« hates any type of yard work and when we ride around looking at 
pretty houses and yards, Lucille exclaims about all the horrible mosquoto^s in 
the mowed rrass and how the flowers cause pollen to nake her sick and then that 
rcses have "thorns to ruin the pretty fingers. 3he is a burden to herself and enjoy 
nothing without a constant complaint of all the evident flaws; she likes to go to 
the besuty shop to hear all the latest gossip and also the beauty operators do a 
numb-r on h«r head literally by exclaiming that life must be lived according to 
a certain standard such as women nev-r working in the dirty soil outside and that 
a ladv must be on a pedestal and not even *ork like she has to or l ~ S| 
they all have a fantasy world of having a man to ta ke oars tf th em so t:iey would 
not turn a finger to do a thing. I seldom ■* to a b auty shop; J^J'^Sld ^nds 
can UM on. on *» oo-lng m.^J^J^T^J^^£vStx*^i 
from ay rose garden. I an 



.T-pythlnr that the Wuty shop set hates In M£*t 
also why I am working on family ^nesiogy. Our Ite 

.. . 1 1 _ ~ji < „ «-*,. ht.u«a .TOTTRNAL this ..une or 



feel superior and that is aiso wn * £ °™ . i n the *ruoe JCUHNAL tms «>un* <» 
back to Kobert-the-Bruoe will be JjJii bl . laS I • MR ™« Unlted D ? uel 
I an not too rood to *c work and still JJJ auxiliary of 3RT so I am 

of the Confederacy and oo fe ™«*» ^ng my own b.reteble g.rden and roses, 
a olub woman of sorts and still en v oy tulw>u* «v 



Uj son Robert built a re 3© garden for me back in April and filled it with next 
varieties of all colors. It is about to bloom* ^e once commented that is was for 
: 'other 1 s Day being ev*ry day. 

But oone "oth«r f s Day, ny laughter Lynna ~\ cooked a big roast and cake but 
never said a wort about v appy fetter * a Day. ?Teith«r one of my children said a 
word about washing me a happy Mother's Day. That really hurt even though they 
did all the work for a rood meal and a fine day. They Just rot busy in all the 
fixings and forgot to say the exaot words for some reason. I should not c omplain 
as I had oompensionship and a good meal; my children are t db.un.^gfly all the tU ta 
ftp let on but T know so they don't »*^"j^J^gpy t hr »"g b + e nuofcanci imz ao^s sr.ow^. 

^ will n^v*r *rp read by anyone as SSoVl die it Will be thrown away I an sur^. 
Just writing this down helps my own worries, though. But work in the yard in the 
dirty soil as the pressy hsurhty otlng ladies of the beeuty shop call themselves 
should settle their nerves by letting the soil run through th*ir fingers. Plus 
watching things grow is a Joy and then also v/orth while to row most of your own 
or snlc VS *t- v l»s. hWfOn e Itb I / r\ ITN sh c u] d rev: tOOi MBki flMNM a §VM 
the squar* foot garden on television shows how easy it is to tfe a productive per- 
son rather than a worthless leach on the world food chain of life. I am glad that 
I an not an ignorant fool sbout living a soap opera style (even on T7 news, the 
wealthy long Island and Connecticut northeastern folks raise vegetable gardens 
fcr the Joy of growing t lngs and thus hevin the best tometo-s as one rich -al 
stated on national T7). 

another family scandal is In the making beoauae of V/inniford 1'orton end his 
live-in companion JiajyUL-LnatiB; the national magazine SOUTHERN LIVIN G featured 
the bid homestead and the thoroughbred horses they raise; and the social parties 
they host at the je_stor< a d nansl on In Dallas County as a founders pride. 7ell f the 
idea that they are queers has gotten out to Cumby finally. No proof of course as 
the physical contuot is the only true proof so he who talks is also a big sinner. 
But anywsy, a hint of gay don or rayn^ss is doomed to crndernnation beoause of AIDS 
disease and that AIDS will produce a Little Hitler response tc rays so "kill the 
queers* before they spread the plague of death world-wide Is the eooiall" accept- 
able ymr cry. A lifestyle based on sexuality is bound to produce hatred by society 
in r*n*ral and especially vihea a disease such as AIDS appears to be primary among 
their lifestyle group. Thus, atrocities are being expressed as mere words this 
decade but will beoome violent acts since ir. the name of the greater good for the 
rights of the people will be reason enough to annihilate homosexuals; the KKK will 
take this battle cry for sure. Prejudice is fear of unknown so havoc is waiting in 
the winrs Just to happen. I do not know for sure about enyone beinr pay or quear 
nation as the homos er* b*ing called by themselves now rather than fags or rays 
only. Also, the Greek fraternities on ooll* e campuses are taking a stance againa 
homosexuals much like the Klu Klux Klsn. 

^w the Greek f ranternities have taken their true names on most oanpus suoh 
ii it last T - xa g Jtats i.w* slty Lb C: mm ft#tay« Bm tU sreial sltiba ami b»*< 
the Oreek names and symbols on their houses in town near the campus; Creek clubs 
did not exist beoause" of the deaths they caused baok in the 1920 1 a to a state 
senator's son. Hazing is a subtle abuse in the name of social reapaot-blility ; 
their antics are net mere "boys will be boys" pranks; they will cern the big busin- 
esses "hat th*ir parents own so this power elite social class are the future lead- 
ers~of this state and th* "nited States (Just as Bush was a Skull an* 3ones member 
that dirs up cor: ses of folks they hate and then out head off but return the body 
to th* aemetery)* But membership in a Creek fraternity or sorority is essential 
i M f„tur« social success and thu8 will nev°r be corrected since the best folks 
S£e S5S.rZ.it in th.se harazzir* organizations. M f*^*?™*^** 
for &0U| business the sane old ...y; no ohaiif. at JU llM 2Tto the Ore.* frat 

:• sperous a,i socially elite lat-r 1b I if- tod ^J^JgJif-JS 2 %£! rule. 
Indlgnitl-s or not big oontraet^aonrday ) . Moo.y U Ajwlcj J fo ^ ^ 

the country club set for JJJJ t undralalnp groupi. 

America and thus control the Or^ekjrat aaap.r.m.y 



Ifoney or gifts tc build the fret houses and then fund raising for win -s of 
labs giv»s respectability to the ~r*eks and their cruel ways. But their country 
club affiliations makes them better than pod for sure (a sayin^ that means that 
money talks such more than Justice or religious truths). 

The Oreek frats end the Republicans own Africa so all ycung people had bet- 
ter <oln them or ret left In the poor house v;ith no op. crtunity for success. Rep- 
ublicans oall their tactioe a nay of life or philosophy tc run this oountry (this 
is a euphemism for freed and plunder). But hard work by the sweat of the brow is 
net rewarded anymore unless one is a Republican so youth had b^st loin the enemy 
early on In life. Just like the new book about TTency Reagon tells about her affair 
in the white house with sleazy Frank Sinatra (pull the shades as I don f t want to 
see). Sinatra 1 s affairs in the itfiite house during the Kenneda era is used as proof 
positive that the demoorats are trash so now that Sinatra plays both sides of the 
dirty pool fence not one word is .mentioned in the press that trash exists in the 
Republican white house. Republicans earn majority of news media so no wonder that 
the truth is hidden and under reported yet the Republicans say that the media a- 
buses them when any unflattering fact oomes out; they have it *both rays; polltios 
is full of liars and acendrels for sur» ss slways so this is nothing new Just is 
becoming more well known quioker, about the evil-doers. 

Just like the Persian Culf V/ar was strictly over oil shows the rreed rather 
than Justice and fairness ruling America. There is plenty of oil in the North Sea 
and South America, even from Mexico to m*et world ne**8 but the money changers 
have mid-east ar*a sowed up and that will continue because of political pull. The 
promise of a 7 day war was TV hype (*ven th» Civil Var was a 30 day v/ar hype). 
The waraonrera always promise a quiok viootry so tbaj ?en sell guns (I should know 
about run runners since Nor veil .Vinniford was one of the v »st with infamous "ou- 
stonian '.'Lilian x 'arsh Rice). Desert Storm tor was really only a battle since the 
so-called war is not ov*r by 4 far as Saddam Hussein is still at lar. e roaninr tlu) 
desert and killing JCurds who have no oil to sell and thus are not worthy of our 
serious assistance. 

Just a$ Bush administration forrives debts of foreign nations yet cuts fund- 
ing tc colleges while wantinr to b» called the education or- si dent; talk about a 
big lie or anti-christ behavior, wow, but the rich have poll with oountry club set 
so they can do anything ignorant and foolish and still come out smelling like a 
rose as Bush does. Cuts to most oolleres does not bother this education president 
h*oause ivy league oolle es are the places that the big rich kids sttend so no 
need to waste money on Oil average American's future education. Private schools 
are also where most super rich attend and they now own America since the robber- 
berens are back in full power; Just hope that a budding FDR is around like we need 
ed when the Republican undrew Hi Ion destroyed free enterprise during the 1920* s 
with his Ldftoej of triokli loan ibecry so m tould steal us blind baok thM as bom 

has been done by the Forbes 500 (or 7p rt" n » ^ n n * groups arain; these rob'rep barons 
or Varia Antonnette types are beck in their rlory arain f alive and well to destroy 
the future of all Americans for their reed. 

And now the book by Ambassador Sick wrote about the deal with Reagan backers 
w« th Iran not to release Iran hostages until affr the 1930 election V "cause tha 
rich wit 1 sales oontreots and also with munitions contr cts for plane parts 
pot the attention of the Iranian leaders so that the U.S. public would see the 
Carter administration as evil and weak. Mow, a book -.vritten <:bcut vfcat the leaders 
ot European countries knew as fact far years and told often until r^searohe. and 
written finally has the truth In print and available, ^ut nothing will results be- 

"^d^hir^sJomerirfcee trade with Mexico where American companies will build 
new 'manufacturing plants is a farce. This hoax allows workers to be mU -"J™ 1 
day Sat a U.S. worker would earn in a day; Just ov*r two- thousand f Iras already 

have factories Just .cress boundary in Vexlco so -osy * l P?i^.J"| * JTt^en 
i° * f r, _ ^..i* u tt p (T^A'-iubl leans cr a at mess unemployment an? i..en 
une-.ploya-nt will *»**J**± lEfT^ES creation of Jobs sc the statistics 
re-hired 8C percent and thus can clairs a nup« cr " h«!mr 1«bs than 

show their rr-.t sxp.rtise tut only half th- story Is told .tout being 1 ss 
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the original number of Jots befor* the current recession; talk about the emperor 1 s 
clothes, wowi And C^s who see this end apeak out ret fired with no well paying 
?c v a V | r m gmim 0 o^ing fctelZ tat fefetf IN |0Q Mali bC ::ur f , tba bi| 5 0 0 ro':;n, 

The duplicity of the white oollor originals who control Amerioe also controls 
the rr«ss or owns 90 percent of it at least. Ani suck Ilk as Lee Atwat*r got a 
fatal 3*ncer so he then pot religion and became "torn Brain 1 * asking farriveness 
via tfei phone to all the wronred folka he cheated, especially Democrats who would 
then be hswked In the press as being nor* evil than the *vll-doer Atvrater If not 
forgiving. Thus, the robber barons use religion to make their Ilk appear better 
than God by having the wronged person to openly forrlve the sins but n*ver does 
any restitution results such as payment in big funds or turning ov«r the reigns 
of power to the wronred people (never do the robb r barons have to pay a dine for 
their dasderdly gotten deeds). Thus forcing good Christians to constantly turn 
the cheek used religion again good hard-wording folks as only the olever subllnlna 
technicians do so mil to ply their trade of rt vll In this methodology of being 
the ultimate anti-Christ. And rirmy and hosejyn Carter rive of their time with 
hard back breaking labor to build houses for the hom*l*ss y*t th*ir character Is 
suspect ani evil while Reagon charges two-ailllon In cash for a speaking engage- 
ment nd does nothing free for any soul (even fancy's Say KO to Drurs has become 
r,..:\— t siasi the bates funis to paj bS salaries for tat afflaei 11 told ■ 
60 Vlnutes). America lov^a a scandral who has rich friends In high places. 

Unemployment Is big business in U.S. because having a pitiful work force willing 
to take any kind of Job Just to subsist makes the big rich employers feel good 
about a oheap workforce; now that population Is well over 225 millions, a mere 
unemployed ten million does not disrupt the appearance of v/eslth while having this 
low 1-vel unemployed force (this disgrace Is enough to make one hate Go2 for let- 
ting the Republicans do this for 10 y«ars now; if I were young I would be an 
anth*lst today because of what the rioh are doing to Africa In the name of God 
and Country and thus getting ev.ey with It). Convincing the public to die in the 
name of God and country defense (ha f a lie since we were not attacked and then 
Ku site hates U.S. an* then Arabs would not allow a copy of Bible in their pre- 
oious desert kingdom) further shows the selfish plundering of American resources 
which Is the llfeblood literally of our youth In the name of God no l*ss f such 
a blaaphemy that now roes unchallenged by the press and intellectuals, ',/e are as 
weak mentally as Germsny when Hitler first began his rish of atrocities. 

^ven Jaoan has no free enterprise and will not allow us even to show improved 
samples of rice end wh*at In their country for fear the*r pecple woulS buy from 
us. 'Nothing ever rets done to corr-ct this Stupidity since our bl f rioh want it 
that wey, Just as Armourd Haam*r recently died with Ju^-«nents agsinst him but 
forgiven because of his rich connections. Sut the new European T ':--ted States will 
rivsl Jsoan and us as well while they have socialist controls on all facets of 
eoonomlc life, even outlawing d ouble decker buses in London and also not allowing 

Spain to oroduce wine in competition to France now that all is one big oo-nmon 

economic iarket so their brand of soclalisa will show why relations or controls 
a-* needed tc oroduce surplus goods and alao to keep regions v;orking. urr?* im 
wise and well-ruled now and thus learned for two thousand y^ars of history; the 

£u. a s«t„ of 4mum j > s ; i~iiS££? 8L ^S2J\W&r5&' 

rao« tMS won by a mudslide by Ann Kloharas from Clayton .1111 e ™» " a W ;*J Z„ti 
run again and win. Chrlama for the TT camera Is what rets the -nflepenaent v ote 
slnoe'the two parties aline by platform sc the foolish ^ nflependjn ts go J.tn «• 
flo of rnasa appeal on the little screen, full of oanlpulatlon rather than facts 
with substance. 



